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H ner of diffrent 


treatiſes, and that crowd, of. pre- 
ſcriptions which have appeared in the 
world, whoſe effects anſwer ſo ill to 
the expectations raiſed of them, have 
thrown ſuch a diſcredit, on thoſe who 
treat this matter, ffs the good. are 
confounded. with, the bad; and ba- 
ting a fen whole merit, and repu- 
tation of being authors, are apt to 
r we no longer deign 0 caſt 
ur eyes on performances of later 
date the grave 2 dogmatical tone 
captiyates the r reader 3 dl pupil often 
Icarce: allows himſelf. the liberty of exa- 
mining into, the va g vanity and. futility of 
the imaginations pf the maſter; andithe 
, publick becomes the victim of its own 
- M08 1 


iv PREFACE. 
prejudices. Animated by a zeal, truly 
natural, for the preſervation of my fel- 
low-creatures, I haye taken upon me 
to combat the principles upon which 
men commonly build; to reject the or- 
dinary methods; to reform the reme- 
dies in uſe, whoſe inſufficiency and dan- 
ger we have ſhewn; ar, in fine, to 
propoſe our own, more natural, leſs 
dangerous, and of conſequence more 
h A 


We ſhall divide this treatiſe into 
three parts, each of which will again 
be divided into books, and theſe into 
ſeveral chapters, preceded by a preli- 
minary diſſertation; wherein I ſhew, by 
evident reaſons and inconteſtable proofs, 
that the remedies laboured with care by 
a good artiſt, according to the invaria- 
ble rules of true and genuine chemiſtry, 
which are no other than thoſe of na- 
ture, as chemiſtry. is nothing other but 
the accurate knowledge of the in- 
maſt receſſes of that very nature: 
that theſe remedies, I fay, are prefera- 


PREFACE. v 
ble to thoſe & the A and * 
pharmacy. 1 


Aſter this, . in Hands to 15 able to 


apply to my ſubject the general prin- 
ciples, which * have explained in this 
diſcourſe, both on nature in general, 
and in particular on the animal kind, 


eſpecially man, whom his dignity, and 
the natural perfection of his ml raiſe 
and diſtinguiſh with advantage above 
all the — I give a general notion of 


the venereal diſeaſe; after which I. 


thence deduce the cauſes, both antece- 


dent and conſequent. I enter upon 


the detail of the different forms it aſ- 
ſumes, and I indicate whence | theſe 


differences proceed; I determine their 
ſeat, and the ſource whence the pocky 
venom derives into the parts of our bo- 


dies: and after having explained the 
different ſymptoms thereof, J propound 
the remedies proper for the cure * ſo 
great 24 ſo fatal an evil. 


"Dari it W 1 in . 1 to 


beighten the evil to perſons of under- 
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„ PREFACE. | 
ſtanding and attention to the Intereſts 
of their health and preſervation, if after 
having made them ſenſible of the great- 

neſs of: the diſeaſe, the multiplicity of 

its dangerous effects, and the inſuffici- 

ency of the ordinary reqgnedies;/ we did 

not explain to them the qualities; the 
virtues, and efficacy of the remedles of 

our prop 0 al 5 5 and this is what we have 

endeavoured to do with all the atten- 

dio'/0oũ and accuracy: poſſible. We make 

it appear, that hy our preparations, we 

correct the intemperature) the crudi- 

ty, and the mixtion of heterogeneities, 
which the mercury, which is the prin- 
cipal of our ſpecificks, has carried with 
it from the boſbm and womb of its 
formation and nouriſhment: we leave 
in its ſubſtance only what is proper to 
relieve;- and retreneh every thing that 


might prove noxious. Whence I con- 
eludeg that as much as mercury, pre- 
pared and adminiſtered in the common 
method, is inſufficient or dangerous in 
the cure of venereal diſeaſes, ſo much 
is it efficacious, powerful, mild, and 
benign, prepared and adminiſtered in 
Hans!“ 1 2 e 
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which I call /olar, and whi 
every kind of ulcer, expels every ma- 
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external, whether om applying it Fi | 
nallyropothe ailing part, Ori 4 | 


Then I recite the different is 
of the authors, who — treate 


cauſes, and nature of 
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open their methods in the adminiſtra- 
tion of mercury, which are reducible 
to two, at this day in uſe; the one, is 
that of the extinction, Which! is the gi- 
ving weak frictions, and at proper in- 
tervals from each other, in order to 
avoid 4 falivation ; the _ 1s the 
ing ſtrong and frequent frictions, and 
oo ng 4 copipns falivation. Both 
theſe methods I reject as infufficient for 
the cure of the venereal diſorders ; ; yet 
however owning, that that of the ex- 
tinction is by far the leſs dangerous, 
than that of ſtrong frictions and abun- 
dant ſalivations, which curing never 
radically, ever cauſe at leaſt the lan- 
guor, and _ often the W. of the 


patient. 


In nus 1 | ny my WY 1 ex- 
Skit: the ties thereto, and ſhew 
the happy efficacy thereof in every re- 
ſpect; and thus T eee the firſt 
and ſecond n | 


In the third bar I am to treat: on 
the different venereal ſymptoms, - as 
heat 


 FREFSGCHE is 
heat of urine, gonorrhea, ſhankers, | 
bubo's, ſtrangury; to which we will 
add the ſcrophulous, rheumatick, iſchi- 
X atic, &c. diſorders. ' And as there are 
- | remedies ſpecified, and a particular me- 
) -  thod for the cure of (theſe different 
„ evils, which we may call partial pox, 
we will explain them here in particular, 
1 h 
r 
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though our remedies propoſed in the 
ſecond part, and the general. method 
for the preparation and adminiſtration 
of theſe remedies, are ſufficient for a 
radical cure, not only of the compleat 


K and complicated pox, but alſo of all its 

. conſequences, and all its fo 

. known under the different appellations 

I that are given tem. 
However, to leave nothing more to 

be wiſhed for on this ſubject, I will 

4 


give a treatiſe on the quinteſſences 
drawn from the three kingdoms, which 

are ſo many excellent remedies for the 
cure of all diſeaſes in general: and as 
I accurately teach the manner of treat- 
ing and making theſe quinteſſences 
from the ſamples I uſe, that very thing 
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may ſerve as aue or direction ſot 
thoſe who would work and draw 

quimieſſences fam all the other mükts 
ob nature: but I — not to be 
believed on my bare word; judge your- 
ſelf; Nader, of the matter, after hays 
ing read, ſęen and tried. This trea- 
— quinteſſences, will in like 
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LEALTH at: by: allowed: 9-4 be 
the moſt imp ern of 
tural life, and yet tis what the ge- 
8 of men pay little regard td. onivil ban 

A modern poet, the abbe de Chaulieu *, 
tells us, pins god or. bad. health makes good or. 
bad philoſophy ; but. I think it might be ſaid 
rather, that good or bad: philoſo opby "makes £990 
or bad health. 4 fy 

Violent and difordey — produsr real 
alterations in our bodies, occaſion; diſcates,, 
and often death itſelf; tho I do n tp pretend 
to infer from thence, that hea depends + 
abſolutely. on us, . becauſe. many unforeſeen 
accidents 52 e us of it: ye it muſt 
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be granted, that either through a bad con- 
duct, or want of care, we do occaſion, pro- 
long, and make worſe, moſt of the miſeries 


which afflict our bodies. I forbear to men- 


tion ſuch exceſſes in debauchery, as fail not 


at once to ruin the conſtitution; to theſe a 


man cannot be given up, without becoming 


an avowed enemy to himſelf, What I mean 


is only, that we muſt not exhauſt our ſpirits 


through a courſe of violent exerciſe, long ab- 
ſtinence, and too frequent night's revels; 


neither to benumb and ſoften our bodies thro' 


a conſtant indolence, by a nouriſhment too. 
delicate and refined, or by forc'd and com- 


pell'd Sleep. Exceſs, either in care or neg- 


lect, is prejudicial to health. The cravings 


of nature muſt indeed be provided for, hu- 
mours be work' d off by moderate exerciſe, 
and living in a regular manner. Our habitual 


or natural vices muſt likewiſe be forſaken, or 


at leaſt mended: though this is mention'd, 


may be, but by form of advice, in order to | 
prevent diſeaſes. The advice, however, is | 
but right, and worthy to be taken notice of, 


and follow'd, by every prudent man, The 
caſe 18 quite otherwiſe, 1. In thoſe dangerous 
and hard diſtempers, which affect and over- 
turn the whole conſtitution. 2. With chro- 
nical, habitual, and acute diſeaſes, whoſe 
number is endleſs, and racking and intolera- 


ble pains do continually expoſe us to the loſs 


of life; they ſink and depreſs our ſpirits, ren- 


ſel ves 


nſucceſsful, and our- 
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2 Preliminaty Diſcoutſe. 4 
ſelves unfit for practiſing the maxims of bo 
philofophy and reaſon. 

nd then we muſt apply to a phyſician s 


oh 


but the queſtion is to chuſe an experienced 


. = * 21135 bs. 7 
one, and one ſkill'd in our diſorders, and 


- 


proper remedies for a cure; for otherwiſe 


the doctor's knowledge of. the diſorder alone, 
without any at all of the remedy proper for 


it, would proye not only uſeleſs, but even 


dangerous and troubleſome, and throw the 
patient into all the painful horrors of an anti- 
cipated death. And therefore as the knows 
ledge of remedies conſtitutes one of the prin- 
cipal parts of phyſick, ſo the choice and pre · 
paration of them ſhould be the ſtudy and at- 
tention of the phyſician. In order to this 


e and 3 : C | . 
choice, the phyſician muſt be acquainted 


with the nature and compoſition of the mixt, 


from which the remedy is to be prepated, in 


order to diſperſe from it what may be cone 
trary to the cure of the diſorder, and much 
more to our conſtitution in general, And this 
happens but too frequently, on the account 
of the excrementitious and heterogeneous 
parts, with which all ixts are tainted ſince 
the fall, from that curſe which the creator 
has denounced againſt the earth, incapable 
ever ſince of producing of itſelf any thing but 
briars and thorns, inſtead of thoſe pure and 
delicious fruits which - before it yielded man 
in innocence: for a remedy, in general, is 
only that pure part of nature, which, indu- 
eing a change on our conſtitution, diſordered 
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A Prehminary Diſcourſe. 


and impaired by the malady, comes in to its 


aid, and gives it relief. ; 
At the firſt reading of this definition, it 


will be found to be near the fame with Ga- 


len's*, who, L. 1. Synop. Facult. Med. c. 1. 


ſays, A medicine, in general, is every thing 
capable of altering our natural conſtitution; 


but yet our definition is much more juſt, as 
without the addition we have made, Galen 
confounds a medicine with a poiſon ; both 
the one and the other changing our nature, 
the poiſon for the worſe, and the medicine 
for the better. The principal quality of a 
remedy is, to be always conformable to na- 


ture; for, if it were not, it could not be con- 


trary to the diſtemper ; whence it follows, 
that a remedy ſhould neceſſarily reſemble the 
nature which it relieves and aſſiſts, and be 
contrary to the diſorder which it attacks and 
combats. And hence thofe axioms of Hip- 

ates , Contr aries care contraries, duly ap- 


plied; like muſt be preſerved by like; nature 


unites with, and delights in nature, There- 


1 fore 
Galen was born at Pergamus, under the reign of the em- 
peror Hadrian, about the year of Chriſt 1313; he in ſome 
meaſure reformed all the ſects of phyſicians, reputed then, and 
at mutual variance with each other. He ſettled a new plan, 
and, notwithſtanding his proteſtations, to favour not one party 
more than the other, yet he follows Hippocrates's opinions in 
ſeveral points. He was one of thoſe extraordinary genius's 
that improve every ſubject they treat on. 255 
> Hippocrates was born in the iſland ef Coos, and deſcended 
of Heraclides, according to Galen, or of Eſculapius, as others 


pretend. Whatever be in this, the great Pythagoras was his 


maſter, who, working upon an excellent natural ſtock, formed 


him to the love of virtue, and the horror of vice: and being 


a 


was cotemporary with Eliakim, the 


A Preliminary Diſcourſe. 6 
fore tis the on part alone, that is found in the 
mixt, which can form a remedy, by joining 
and working with the pure or ſound part of our 
nature, in order to ſtrengthen and fortify it, 
and thus in conjunction to attack, combat, 


conquer, and deſtroy the impure or unſound 
parts, which had cauſed the ailment : for the 


impurities, ' which remain in the remedy, to 
be adminiſter' d, can neither join or work 
with the ſound part of our nature, which is, 


what conſtitutes life and health; but muſt 


join with the impure parts, which have oc- 
caſion'd the diſeaſe, and; in conjunction, at- 
tack our ſound parts, deſtroy health, and 
bring 8 
Therefore it is of a very great conſequence, 
in order to the choice of a good remedy, 
fully to know the true nature or compoſition 
of the mixt to be employ'd, that we may 
take that pure part of it which is friendly to 
our natural conſtitution, and reject the impure 
one, which is its enemy; a thing only practi- 
| 1 cable 


an enemy to pomp, and all worldly and ſenſual pleaſures, he 


by an oath bound his ſcholars. to a courſe of taciturnity, to 
modeſty, meekneſs, and to a ſimplicity both in their manners 


and in their dreſs. This is what St. Jerome relates. He ſought 
to re-eſtabliſh the ſcjence of phyſick, which for near five hun- 
dred years, ever ſince the death of Eſculapius, had lain ne- 
„ Hippocrates was a perſon of a low ſtature, hut hand- 
ome and well-made, and of a good mein, flow in his gait, 


penſive in his air, of few words, but deliberate in his ſpeech, 


and extremely temperate : he lived to the age of ninety-five, 


prophet Malachy, Zeno 
8 * the philoſophers, about four hundred years before 
I - | ; ; Wes "2 4 : 


i 


to à courſe of obſtinate labour. And the 


is, the more difficult the taſk proves. Every 


6 A Preliminary Diſcour ſe. 
cable by the art of chemiſtry, as ſhall be 
ſhewn in the ſequel of this diſcourſe. = 

Me readily allow, that the difficulty of 
making this ſeparation of the pure from the 
zmpure parts, is very great ; that to ſucceed 
in it, after having attentively conſider'd the 
nature of the mixt, we muſt beſides employ 
much care and application, much pains and 
aſſiduity, and even time and expences ; ſed 
dii laboribus omnia vendunt. Phyſick is the 
gift of heaven, and the phyſician is the mi- 
niſter of the Creator, deſtined for the preſer- 
vation of mankind; but he himſelf is not 
N from the general law, which ad- 
judges man, in the acquiſition of any good, 
either internal or external, of ſoul or of body, 


mare valuable the matter of our acquiſition 


one readily allows theſe general maxims; but 
how few make the practical application of 
them to the particular ſubject we are here 
upon? A courſe of phyſick is gone through 
in the publick ſchools, where the inſtruction 
of the maſter, and the attention of the ſcho- 
lar, have equally an air of trifling ànd negli- 
gence. After this a degree is taken, and for 
ſome time the phyſicians in vogue are fol- 
low'd; their very geſtures, even their air, are 
imitated ; and deciſions and preſcriptions are 
made in their manner, Thus a courſe of. 
practice is got into, a ſet of patients viſited, 
and preſcriptions given oftentimes without 

| examining 


24 Preliminary Diſcourſe. 7 
examining the diſtemper otherwiſe than by 
the pulſe; when bleeding and purging are 
immediately order'd, then coolers, apozems, 
and an uncommon regimen preſcribed. It 
happens that ſome patients recover, many 
grow worſe, a great number die; and tht 

ſaying is, The phyſician cannot fave life. 
This is the whole courſe of ſtudy, this all 
the application of a great many of our phy- 
ficians ; and theſe are the men, who have been 
juſtly expoſed to the raillery, the ctiticiſm, 
and the cenſure of the Petrarchs *, the Mon- 
tagnes *, and the Molieres ©, and of all men 
of ſenſe and underſtanding ; and yet theſe are 
the men who fancy and call themſelves phy- 
OR” ſictans, 

2 Petrarch lived under pope Clement VI. to whom, reſiding 
then at Avignon, he was in the year 1342 ſent ambaſſador by 
the people of Rome. It was there he exhibited at beautiful 
dem, where he repreſents Rome under the emblem of a wi- 
dow, warmly re-claiming her huſband, and importunately in- 
viting him home. It was here he celebrated his miſtre $ the 
beautiful Laura, and the fountain of Vaucluſe. He did not 
always confine himſelf to ſing his amours ; ſometimes in his 
peeviſh humours he attacks both phyſicians and phyſick, tho, 
at other times, he has commended them. A great deal might 
be objected both to his inconſtancy and cenſures. 1 

b Montagne, a native of Bourdeaux, and mayor of that 
town ; an author extremely witty and learned, but vain to a 
degree of puerility, for he takes care to tell us he kept pages 
in his ſervice. —_—_— of morality are highly perni- 
cious and looſe. e indiſcriminately falls foul of phyſick, 
without diſcerning the phyſician from phyſiccæ. 

© Moliere has excelled all both ancient and modern writers 
to this very time, in the ſurpriſing variety of his ſubjekts, 
the beauty of ſome certain characters; in the allies of his 
imagination, and in the delicacy of his D He has 
in the ſtrongeſt colours painted every indecency, and every ri- 
= dicule'in life. He ſpared neither phyficians nor phyſick, bat 
= expofed them in his pieces with an extreme mor His 
> anguag 


8 A Preliminary Diſcourſe. 
ſicians, and great phyſicians too, if their 


practice has got them eſtates. Surely they 


are not the men whom the Wiſe- man means, 
ſaying, Honora medicum propter neceſſitatem. 
But if Europe unhappily abound in many 
of this character, ſhe may alſq boaſt of many 
others, who, by their profound knowledge of 
nature, are by their unwearied application an 
honour to the profeſſion, reſtoring to perfect 
health patients that are labouring under the 
moſt uncommon and hazardous diſtempers. 
Such phyſicians, far from amuſing the fick 
with idle and vague diſcourſes, conſider and 
endeavour to inform their minds by getting a 


thorough inſight into the nature of the caſe 


before them, in order to reſtore to ſtrength 
and vigour ſuch as, being worn out either by 
a courſe of exceſſes, their own natural weak- 
neſs, or even by the uſe of bad medicines, 
are, from their weak and languiſhing ſtate, 
under the dreadful apprehenſions of their ap- 
proaching fate. Such phyſicians have often 

i | go ſnatch'd 


language ſometimes falls ſhort of his thoughts, as his expreſ- I 


ſions being forged, are yet leſs natural. He generally ſucceeds 
better in proſe than in verſe : Beſides, he gives a turn of deli- 
cacy to vice, and to virtue a forbidding auſterity. Finally, 
in tome of his pieces he ſtrangely falls ſhort of himſelf, ceaſing 
to be that excellent author of fine ſenſe, and commencing the 
ape and mimick of Plautus, in his obſcenity and buffoonery, 
in order to gratify the vicious taſte of the loweſt vulgar, *Tis 
with juſtice then Boileau ſays of him, | 


Dans le ſac ridicule, oz Scapin venveloppe, 

Je ne reconnois plus Pauteur du miſanthrope. 

He excellgd as an actor no leſs than as an author, and expired 
acting the malade imaginaire in the year He was a Pariſian 


born, and the ſon af a valet de chambre upholſterer to the king. 


. 0. FF Sv 


2 
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ſnatch'd from the . jaws of death, patients | 


whoſe life had. been kind or given over 
by others. In fine, they have anſwer'd: evi 
expectation of the ſick, and deſerved the ac- 


knowledgments and applauſes of the publick. 


What I juſt ſaid on the ſubject of phyſi- 


eians, and the nature of remedies in general, 


on the application and labour neceſfary, in 
order to make a good and a genuine remedy, 
ſufficiently ſhews my opinion, that chemical 

reparations are preferable to the vulgar ſort. 

This both Galen himſelf and Hippocrates 
would have agreed, had this commendable 
art been practiſed in their days. Of this we 
may judge by what Hippocrates ſays, L. 1. 
De Dieta, where, ſpeaking of the labour ſome 


people employed on gold, he hints, he had 


ſome confuſed notion of its ſolution and: re- 
duction to a quinteflence, which he does not 
diſapprove. And Galen, tho' entirely igno- 
rant of the practice of chemiſtry, has how- 
ever, by the mere dint of his genius, been 
ſenſible of the advantages accruing from it, 
when he ſays, L. 11. Symp. Med. c. 11. 
that the fine and ſubtile parts in remedies 
* have greater efficacy, on account of their 
greater degree of penetrancy, than the 

coarſe and groſs parts,- notwithſtanding 
their being endowed with the ſame quali- 
** ties,” Conſequently, he ſo earneſtly. wiſhed 
to find out the means of ſeparating from the 
ſubſtance of wine its hot and etherial part, 
becauſe, * he, it would then prove more 


efficacious. 


* 


c 
£ 


„ 


nn ' Preliminary Diſcourſe. 
efficacious, Tis then doing Galen's merit 
no injury, neither deſpiſing his knowledge, 


to prefer the chemical preparations to thoſe 


of his ſchool. 

Chemiſtry, which is a ſcience the moſt 
_ extenſive. and exalted of all others, fince it 
alone diſplays nature to our view, and lays 
open her moſt ſecret ſprings, tho' coeval with 
the world, was at firſt known, and that after 
the deluge, to the patriarchs only, who tranſ- 
mitted it orally to the heads of their families, 
in order to maintain its dignity, and prevent 


the abuſe which the bulk of mankind might 


have made of it, by being given up to paſ- 
fions, and hurried away by luſt. Towards 
the year of the world 2341, Hermes Triſ- 
megiſtos *, king of Egypt, cultivated this art 
with care, and tranſmitted it in writing - 


Hermes, or Mercury Triſmegiſtos, i. e. thrice great, was 


the name the: Greeks gave him, vulgarly ſpeaking; Bhot or Si- 
phoas; he was the ſecond king of that name among the Egyp- 
tians. He was the greateſt prince they ever had, both as to 
the ſublimity and. extenfiveneſs of his knowledge. He has 
treated on all the ſciences, and was, as it were, their father, 
He lived about 1900 years before Chriſt. Ptolemy Philadel- 
phus employed Manetho in tranſlating his fine works into 
Greek, but unhappily both copy and original are loſt. There 
are only ſome fragments of him remaining, and theſe very de- 
fective, but however ſo beautiful, as to make us ſenſibly; regret 
the loſs. He reigned fourteen years only; *tis — he 


aubdicated the throne, and retired from the werld, to give him - 


ſelf up, with more leiſure, to the ſtudy of nature, and the con- 

templation of the Creator, equally. deſpiſing human —_ 
with its cares. This prince was the moſt accompliſhe ern 
both for juſtice and piety; and as ſubjects commonly affect to 
imitate the manners of their ſovereign, the Egyptians ſurpaſſed” 
all others in ſcience and in wiſdom. According to the teſtimo - 
ny of Scripture, upon that account, Maſes was inftrufted in — 


* 
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the Egyptians, in an enigmatic and paraboli- 
cal manner, not to be communicated to the 
bulk of the people, or even all the great men, 
but only to the prieſts and the eldeſt of a 
family ; or to thoſe who, by their approved 
virtue, ſhopld be judged worthy of ſuch a 
gift, and capable of ſo ſublime a knowledge. 
Twas not before the year of the world 3537, 
that Democritus * conveyed this art from 
Egypt into Greece ; that he made uſe of it, 
and applied it to the purpoſes of phyſick. 
He is the firſt who underſtood the buſineſs 
of diſtillatians ; and hence phyſick was, in 
former times, practiſed only by prieſts, princes 


the knowledge of the Egyptians, Exod. xxxii. 20. Twas in 
Egypt, therefore, where the Iſraelites learned the art of che- 
miſtry; and from the Egyptians it came to be derived to the 
Greeks. | 

2 Democritus. It wauld carry us too far, in order to decide 
of his character ie and wiſdom, to mention the many 
voyages Democritus undertook, and the ſciences he excelled 
in; it ſuffices to know, that Socrates, after the interviews they 
| had together at Athens, looked upon him as the greateſt phi- 
loſopher of his time. Democritus lived about 500 years before 
Chriſt. Tho? he neither had, nor could have above one fa- 
ther, yet authors are divided as to this circumſtance, giving 
him three or four : but they agree that he. was illuſtriouſly 
born at Abdera, a maritime town of Thrace, on the Egæan 
ſea ; that his father having ſpent his whole eſtate. in the ſervipy 
of Xerxes king of Perſia, that prince, from an attention wo! 
of a king, bal him brought up, and intruſted his education to 
the magi, the philoſophers of that nation, and particularly to 
the great Oſtanos, who was the chief. After having ſurpaſs'd 
all he expectations of his maſters, he had ſtill a deſire to at- 
tain, to greater degrees. of knowledge. He went into Egypt; 
and to prevail upon the prieſts of that nation, the. depoſitaries of 
ſciences, to intruſt him with all their myſteries, he cauſed him- 
ſelf to be admitted amongſt them. There he became fully in- 
tructed in the hermetic art. i” | 


12 A Preliminary Diſcourſe. 
or kings, or other great men: ſo that this 
ſcience, which of all others is the moſt an- 
cient, was, ſo to ſpeak, the laſt that was dif- 
fuſed in the world, tho' always underſtood, 
and always practiſed by a ſet of ſelect philo- 
ſophers, many of whom were princes and 
men of a conſummate virtue, and a refined 
wiſdom; and even at this day it is not known 
in its full extent but to a few perſons of diſ- 
cretion. p mw | 
'This ſcience, which is alſo an art, has 
ſucceſſively made a conſiderable progreſs, in 
regard to the ſkill of conducting the opera- 
tions, as may be ſeen upon a compariſon of 
the ancient with the modern philoſophers 
writings. BE p; | 
The perſon, who extended its practice 
moſt, for the ſervice of phyſick, was Para- 
celſus . But he is little underſtood, though 
many pretend to follow his maxims. A man 
muſt have abilities and knowledge above the 
common, to get an inſight into theſe myſte- 
ries. And if his writings were to be taken 
in their plain, literal meaning, ne'er a com- 
mon journeyman-barber or apothecary, but 
would become a great phyſician and learned 
„ philo- 


= Paracelſus was born at Linſiedelin, near Zurich, in Swiſ- 
ſerland. Never man had more enemies, and never was man 
more ſeverely cenſured; never man had ſo many followers, 
and was more admired than he. Tis from the different view, 
in which the ſame man is conſidered, that opinions ſo oppoſite 
3 His commentators and interpreters have mangled , 
is works, which every one is not happy enough to under- 
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A Preliminary Di ſcour ſe. 13 
re Arnoldus de Villa Nova *, Ray- 
mund Lully“, and ſome others, had treated 
phyſick before Paracelſus in a chemical way, 


dut in a manner leſs extenfive and more in- 


vod. yy 85 


1 2 : 
* ad 
: ” +. 


2 Arnoldus de Villa Nova. After all our enquiry into the 


country of this author, we may determine it to be in Langue- 
doc. He ſtudied phyſick for twenty years at Paris, and ten at 
Montpellier. He went through all the | univerſities of Italy 
and Spain, and every where gave proofs of his uncommon. 
abilities. Tis allowed he had the ſecret of the philoſopher's- 
Kone, and could make gold that ſhould ahile every teſt. 
Whatever be in this, he has the advantage of having writ with, 
reater clearneſs and perſpicuity than any other philoſopher. 
He periſhed at ſea in his paſſage from Italy into France, going 
to wait on *pope Clement V. who aſk'd for him thither. He 
lies buried at . | | . DE 
* Raymund Lully. I ſhould be glad to be able to relate all 
the curious acts of the life of this ſurpriſing author, but it 


would be to exceed the limits of a remark. I ſhall content. 


myſelf with a ſhort abſtract. He was born at Majorca in the 
year 1235, of an illuſtrious family; he became the favourite 
of James I. king of Arragon, whoſe great ſeneſchal he was. 
Though married, and the father of three children, hie fell in 
love with Ambroſia de Caſtalo, whoſe leaſt merit was, the be- 
ing the moſt conſummate beauty of the kingdom. Raymund's 
paſſion was ſo violent, that it put him upon many extrava- 
gances. Ambroſia could think of no way more effectual to 
cure her lover, than by granting him an aſſignation, to expoſe. 
to his view a cancerous breaſt ſhe laboured under; when thus 
ſhe addreſſed him, See here, and judge, if this wretched 
* carcaſe be worthy of your regard and eager purſuit ; change 
« the object of your paſſion, and raiſe your thoughts to ſome- 
thing nobler far, and purſue what alone is worthy of a Chri- 
« ſtian.” This Sight leſs affected the eyes than the heart of 
Lully; he inſtantly became a convert, and falling down at the 
foot of a crucifix, made a reſolution to propagate the Goſpel, 
and labour the converſion of infidels. He undertook many 
voyages, became acquainted with Arnoldus de Villa Nova, who 
from the ſtrict friendſhip that was between them, taught him 
2 and the great work, Raymund being invited into 
England by Edward, under a promiſe of entering into a war for 
the recovery of the Holy Land, if our phllesenher would * | 


14 A Preliminary Diſcourſe. ” 
The nature of this practical ſcience, with 


regard to phyſick, is to purify the matters 


which are to form the compoſition of medi- 
cines; to extract from the very heart of mixts 
the pure part which is there cloſely confined, 
and give it ſeparated from the impurities 
which accompany it; for if we were to ad- 
miniſter the mixt, rough as nature yields it, 
and as do thoſe who are acquainted only with 
the vulgar methods of preparation, we ſhould 
run the riſk of doing more harm than good, 
conſidering the pure part is very ſmall in 

uantity, and the impure very. copious ; and 


hus the diſeaſe would be rather increaſed | 


than alleviated. 

It is not to be doubted but nixts are tainted; 
that is, intimately blended with much hete- 
rogeneous parts, and even parts oppoſite 
among themſelves, which form the refuſe 
and malignity, in which they abound, ſome 

| more 


| —__ 
ply him with the neceſſary money; he had an apartment allotted 

im in the Tower, where he worked and made about twelve 
millions of gold in our money, pieces of which were coined 
and called roſe-nobles. Some of theſe pieces are ſtill to be 
ſeen in the hands of the curious, and the gold of them is al- 
lowed to be finer and more perfect than tliat of the Jacobus's. 


The avarice of Edward having no bounds, Lully made his 


eſcape from Weſtminſter, and went to Jeruſalem, and from 


thence to Barbary, where, in the cloſe of June 1315, aged 80 


years, he receiv d the crown of martyrdom. His body was 
conveyed by Genoeſe merchants, and buried in the church 
of St. Francis at Parma. The labours of Lully may paſs for 
prodigies above nature, As it ſeems inconceiveable, how a 
man, who compiled upwards of 500 volumes, ſo extremely 
well, and on ſubjects the moſt abſtracted and difficult, could 
have travelled ſo much. As to the reſt, I have advanced no- 


thing but upon the credit of hiſtory and the moſt. authentic 
writers, | 
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more, ſome lefs; and which proceed from 
the defect of proportion in the principles of 
the component elements, which we may call 
the principle of death, the juſt puniſhment 
inflicted on Adam, the head of the creation, 
who, attempting to withdraw himfelf from 
the allegiance of his Creator, would ſet up 
for independency and immortality. 

Now if theſe impurities and imperfections 
of nature can be removed by chemiſtry, what 
art ſhall have corrected will doubtleſs be 
more perfect, than what nature ſhalt have 
produced. „ 

Art at firſt borrows from nature herſelf 
every perfection ſhe is poſſeſſed of; and as 
the moſt perfect part of nature is ever tainted 
with ſome imperfection, art muſt remove it. 
Thence theſe perfect parts, originally vicious 
before, come to appear in all their beauty 
and perfection, by the application of art. 

From this conſideration we can give a 
Reaſon, why all the remedies which nature 
furniſhes, how good: ſoever, or how mild 
and gentle, or violent and ſtrong, naturally 
contain ſomething inconſiſtent with the na- 
ture of a perfect remedy, and which retards 
and oppoſes its: operations and effects; a thing 
eaſily obſervable in rhubarb, for inſtance, 
which contains a certain earthy and dry por- 
tion, which is oppoſite to the nature of a 
remedy, and weakens, or even ſometimes 
quite deſtroys its force and effect: for this 
earthy and ſtyptic matter is entirely oppoſite 

| to 
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by means of chemiſtry we ſeparate theſe 


them; fince theſe ſalutary effects cannot be, 


to the fine, aerial ſubſtance reſiding in rhu- 
barb, and alone containing the purgative 
quality. In like manner, in hellebore, colo- 
quintida, and ſcammony, there reſides an 
acrid, pungent, and cauſtic ſubſtance, which 
acts ſo ſtrongly on the ſtomach and inteſtines, 
as often to cauſe ſuch dangerous. inflamma- 
tions, that phyſicians, who have not the ſkill i 

to correct theſe bad qualities, and change tjge 
ſubſtance of theſe bodies, meet with great 
difficulty in the cure. In antimony and mer- 
cury there is alſo lodged a crude, indigeſted 
matter, which produces great diſorder in the 
animal oeconomy, unleſs we have the {kill 
and precaution. to effect its removal. But if 


noxious matters, we procure a ſet of excellent 
medicines, which ſhall with ſafety and fuc- 
ceſs produce ſurpriſing and infallible effects, 
in the perfect and radical cure of the moſt 
conſiderable and obſtinate diſeaſes. - | 

We may then boldly conclude, that ' che- 
mical preparations are preferable to the com- 
mon and galenical, which cannot, even at- 
tempt not, to make the neceſſary ſeparation 
of theſe heterogeneous matters, which nature 
has lodged in all its compounds, and are ſo 
oppoſite to the ſalutary effects expected from 


as was ſhewn, but by the purer parts of na- 
ture, which conſtitute the principle of action, 
and the ſource of life ; which, to be able to 
act in our favour, ought to be drawn forth 

I TY from 
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from their confinement, and afterwards waſh d 
and freed from every impurity. which weak- 
ened and impaired their action, and altered 
their efficacy; and this is what chemiſtry 
alone can do, and infallibly effects, when 
conducted by a genuine e of che pro- 


feſſion. 


But let us not diſſemble che obje ions 
which are made to this doctrine, 2 rather 
ſet them in their full vigour, and ſtrength, 
and light; and add, if poſſible, new force to 
them; as in that caſe the victory will be more 
compleat, from the full anſwers which we 


ſhall give to them, 


Objection I. Our forefathers, who. jd; not 
the uſe of chemical preparations, ſucceeded. 
in the cure of diſeaſes, . as well, if not better 
than we do; and at this day phyſicians per- 
form ſurpriſing cures without the aid of che- 
miſtry, or expoſing the patient, by the ope- 
ration of the medicine, to the hazard of his 
life ;-àA hazard almoſt always attending the 
adminiſtration of chemical remedies, which 


the prudent phyſicians never venture upon, 


but when the patient is in a deſperate caſe, 


and at the point of death; and then their 


great and ſudden violence produces ſuch alte- 


rations and diſorders in the body, that if the 
cConſtitution can bear out that ſhock, it may 
ſometimes recover; but, out ef a deſperate 
and mortal caſe, it ſeems, we ſhould not ven- 
ture upon the uſe of remedies always violent; 
tho' ſometimes the violence, which is ratu:al | 


"os to 
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to them, on account of the great fires and 
quantities of fuel employed in all chemical 


preparations, does not ſhew itſelf at firſt, it 


acting but the more ſurely, and with the 
greater danger, by its pungent acrimony, 


which, falling on the bowels, corrodes and 


deſtroys them; when a neceſſary and ſudden 
death enſues, preceded however by the moſt 
acute pains. - 5 


Anſwer. The objection offered here, can 
only be conſidered as a witty conceit, at leaſt | 


as to the ſecond part, which contains only a 
declamation, all the articles of which are 
falſe, againſt chemical remedies; or it has 
been ſtarted by a perſon entirely unacquainted 


with ſolid and genuine chemiſtry, or whoſe 
knowledge in this art riſes no higher than to 


that of ſome mean and paultry pretenders. 


But whatever be in that, and from what 
quarter ſoever it comes, we ſhall anſwer it 
with the ſame degree of ſeriouſneſs, as if theſe 


difficulties had never ſo much foundation. 
The firſt 


—— — 


part of the objection falls upon 
the frequent and perfect cures of the moſt 
conſiderable diſeaſes performed both by an- 
cient phyſicians, and by modern at this day, 
(as it is pretended) without any danger or 
bad ſymptoms, by galenical remedies alone. 
The ſuppoſition wants only a little truth, to 
give it an air of ſeriouſneſs. Every one 
knows, and the moſt zealous followers of 

the ancient and erroneous methods muſt al- 
low, that a conſiderable number of diſeaſes, 
$ — formerly, 
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= formerly, and at this day, reckoned incurable 
by the uſe of the ordinary remedics, do al- 
ways eaſily yield to chemical medicines.; 
ſuch are the diſeaſes of the liver, ſpleen, and 
hypochondria ; ſuch is the pox and the ſcur- 


| vy, the gout, the epilepſy, edematous tu- 
1 mours, &c. 
i As to the ſafe and eaſy cures effeCuated by 
—1 galenical remedies in the capital diſcaſes, no 
n man ſure can have the face to maintain it; 
© and I appeal to the judicious publick on this 
a head. 
re The ſecond part of the objection, with re- 
as card to the violence and extreme danger at- 
p tending on chemical remedies, can only reft 
ſe upon what has perhaps been obſerved, or 
to learned, from the effect of certain remedies 
rs. ill prepared by an ignorant pretender to che- 
wt BS miſtry ; who, without any knowledge of na- 
it ture, without principles, and without know- 
ele 28 ledge and capacity to diſtinguiſh what ought 
to be retained, and what rejected from the 
on mixt; how the ſeparation of ſubſtances ſhould 
oft be made ; how the pure parts which are ex- 
an- tracted from them, in order to be kept, are 
ay, to be treated, brought to perfection, and ex- 
or alted, and their virtue and efficacy put into 
INE. act. By ſuch a one, I ſay, who without this 
, to neceſſary knowledge has had the preſump- 
one tion to fancy himſelf a chemiſt, and the diſ- 
; of honeſty to make himſelf paſs for one, and 


conſequently will be fo raſh as to put forth 
his profane hand and touch the ark, and ad- 
"© a . miniſter, 
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miniſter, as a remedy, what by his work he 
has turned into a poiſon only. Tis not every 
kind of calcination, putrefaction, ſolution, 
ſublimation, combination, &c. that are truly 
chemical operations; to entitle them ſuch, 
they ſhould be prepared and conducted thro' 
the knowledge of nature, diſcernment, and 
attention. Theſe operations ſhould be per- 
formed by a ſkilful and experienced hand. 
Tis only of theſe chemical remedies we un- 
dertake the apology, and the uſe of which 
we propoſe in preference to all others, be- 
cauſe we in effect know, that they are the 
only ones capable of curing the capital and 
more conſiderable diſeaſes, eſpecially the chro- 
nical and inveterate. _ 
Never, for inſtance, will antimony or mer- 
cury, ſo violent, ſo dangerous, and of them- 
ſelves ſo pregnant with poiſon as nature pre- 
ſents them, or as an unſkilful hand has work'd 
them, do any harm ; nay, they will never fail 
to produce ſurpriſing effects, if duly prepar'd 
according to the rules of art ; they will then 
prove a ſure remedy in the radical, ſpeedy, 
and eafy cure of a great many diſeaſes, which 
cannot really be cured by any other known 
remedy, We may almoſt affirm the fame 
thing of the preparation of other metals and 
minerals, Nothing, therefore, is more unrea- 
ſonable than to condemn a remedy, becauſe 
an ignorant pretender may prepare it ill, And 
where ſhall we find the ſcience or art which 
bi 
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is not obnoxious to cenſure, if the abuſe 
thereof were a ſufficient foundation for it ? 

I ſhall not ſtay to anſwer to the conſe- 
quence, and to the cauſe. of theſe effects, 
which. the objection ſuppoſes ; I mean, the 
veolence and the cauſticity of chemical medi- 
cines, and the eroſion of the bowels produced 
by them. What has been ſaid above, on the 
object of chemical operations, too clearly 
ſhews the abſurdity of the objection. As to 
the great fires and quantities of fuel employ'd 
in chemical operations, nothing can be more 
childiſh and leſs applicable to the genuine 
operations. It would be ſwelling out the an- 
ſwer too much, to ſay any thing further 
about it. I conclude then with charitably 
acquainting the objector, to retrench one par- 
ticularity, which cannot fail to ſhew his little 
knowledge in the nature of common fire, and 
in that of the matters it changes and deſtroys; ; 
his groſs ignorance in the nature and effects 
of chemical fire, and in the conduct and ap- 
plication of both theſe fires by the philoſopher. 
We ought never, tis faid, to adminiſter che- 
mical remedies, but when the patient is in a 
deſperate caſe, and at the point of death ; and 
then the chemical remedy will not ſuffer in 
its reputation, ſhould the hopeleſs patient die. 
And, on the contrary, if after having taken 
| the remedy i in this extreme languor and weak- 
neſs, and when the patient is juſt on the 
brink of the grave, in a ſtate, wherein it is 
allowed, that the ordinary remedies can be 
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of no ſervice, it muſt be granted, that che- 

mical remedies are infinitely preferable to the 

galenical. 5 
Objection II. In points ef ſuch conſe- 

quence as are the life and health of man, tis 

the height of imprudence and raſhneſs, to go 
about to ſet up a new method for the cure of 
diſeaſes, by giving the preference to a quite 
upſtart art, the invention of Paracelſus, before 
all the writings and practice of the moſt 
learned phyſicians and maſters of art. 

Anſwer. Tho' the caſe were, as really it 
is not, that chemiſtry was a novel art, and 
that Paracelſus was the firſt who employed 
it in phyſick, we could however make uſe 
of it, without raſhneſs and imprudence, if 
good and uſeful in itſelf; its novelty would 

tanke from it nothing of its merit, but rather 
engage us to examine it more fully to the 
bottom; for what one ſingle art is there, 
which may not arrive to perfection, and ac- 
tually arrives thereto, in length of time? We 
reaſon and we experiment, at this day, on the 
reaſonings and on the experiments of our 
predeceſſors; we avail ourſelves of their diſ- 
coveries, and enrich them with our own ; 
what they could not examine thoroughly in 
the period of a ſhort life, they have be- 
queathed to the diſcuſſion of their ſucceſſors, 
and thus down to us, and from us down to 
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our lateſt poſterity ; for the depth of nature 
is ſuch, her wonders ſo numerous, that the 
whole courſe and ſeries of ages will not ſuf- 
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fice to exhauſt her in any one of her works: 
like her Author, the impreſſion of whom 
ſhe bears, ſhe is, ſo to ſpeak, infinite, and 
conſequently ever ſuſceptible of increaſe in 
each of her parts. But to ſhew that Para- 
celſus is not the firſt who admitted and made 


- uſe of chemiſtry in the compoſition of reme- 


dies, we here give the opinion of many un- 
ſuſpected authors, who dave approved of the 
uſe of chemical medicines, and who have 
employed this art in the practice of phyſick 
long before Paracelſus. Dk Es 

Not to mention the ancient prieſts and 
2 or magi of Egypt, Chaldea, 

erſia, and Arabia, who knows not that the 
great Raymund Lully, the learned Arnoldus 
de Villa Nova, and many others, both before 
and ſince that time, have treated phyſick 


: _ chemically with ſucceſs and applauſe; and, 


from their chemical preparations, have com- 
poſed ſurprifing remedies, for which they 
have gained immortal honour, as appears 
from their writings, which are in the hands 
of every body. | 

I might confine my anſwer to what I have 


already advanced; but as the queſtion is about 
extirpating an error ſo prejudicial both to 


phyſick and the world, let us ſet matters in 
ſuch a point of light, as that it may make 
no impreſſion ; and let us utterly root it out. 

As the anonymous author, a declared ene- 
my to chemical medicines, calls himſelf a 


member of the faculty of Paris; and as he 


ſeems 
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ſeems willing to ſhelter himſelf under the au. 
thority and laws of that illuſtrious univerfity, 
let us proceed with him in the fame: manner 
as did the young ſhepherd David, who made 
uſe of Goliah's own Sword to cut off his 
head; that is, let us make uſe even of the 
maxims and decrees of that famous body, 


and of the method taken by its diſciples and 


followers, in order tu eſtabliſh our own me- 
thod firmly, and beyond the reach of all 
cenſure and criticiſm. 


- 


Fernel *, who holds the chief rank among 


modern ' phyficians, had chemiſtry in high 
eitimation, and made uſe of it himſelf with 
ſucceſs. | 
Mathiolus uſed the ſpirit of vitriol and an- 
timony chemically prepared ; and in his let- 


ter to Andrew Iſlau, he not only approves of 
_ chemiſtry, and cries up its ſurpriſing effects, 


but he likewiſe ſays, that no one can be a 
compleat phyſician, not even an indifferent 


One, 

John Fernel was born at Amiens in Picardy. In his life- 
time, and even before his fall, he ſaw the different treatiſes 
which he had written on all the s of phyſick, read in the 
ublick ſchools. He acquired a high reputation and fortune. 
He was called to court to wait on bis majeſty Henry II. who 
honoured him with the place of Ris firſt phyfician ; in which 
poſt he acquitted himſelf ſo well, that by the uſe of his me- 


dicines the queen became fruitful, which gave occaſion to the 


birth of ſeveral Princes. After ſo many ſignal Services done 
his country, the grent Fernel, being alr pretty much ad- 
vanced in years, died of grief for the loſs of his beloved wife, 


who had ſuddenly departed this life on the 26th of April 1558; 
which gave occaſion to the following epigram : Tl 
Quand la mort meut rawi la moitis de moi-mime, 
| auf, moitie ſuivit ſon aimable moitic, 

Dan, la poſſeſſion d une gloire ſupreme, 
Je ſis ceder ainſi la gloire a Pamilit. : 
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a if he be not nn with this noble 


rt. 
| Craton, who. was phyſician to three em- 


perors, in the conſultations which Scholinus 


has publiſhed, very ſtrongly recommends 
chemical medicines, and aflures that he had 
nade viſe of them to very good purpoſe. 

Even Eraſtus, the great Stickler againſt 
2aracelſus, in the preface to his antiparacel- 
jan works, avows, that he does not at all 
liſapprove of Paracelſus's chemical prepara- 
tion of medicines z on the contrary, he com- 

mends it very highly. 

Juohn Riolanus, a very ſkilful exx 1 1 
of phyſick, after having, by order of the fa- 
culty at Paris, undertaken to confute the pre- 
tenſions of Paracelſus's diſciples, ſays ex- 
preſly, that the univerſity, which furniſhes 


the moſt able phyſicians in Europe, gives free 


leave to uſe. chemical medicines, provided 


they no wiſe impugn the ancient rules of | 


Galen and Hippocrates. 

To prepare medicines chemically, is no 
deviation. om the rules of Hippocrates, and 
Galen, ſeeing the former did it himſelf, as 
we have already ſhewn, and will farther 
make more plainly appear in. what follows. 
If in Galen's days chemiſtry was quite un- 
known, or but little uſed, it does not follow 
from thence, that in our day we ought to 
reject it, ſince its uſefulneſs and excellence 


we perceive, May not thoſe who have come 


after Galen, and may not they who come 
alter 
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after us, add whatever may contribute to t 
ornament and uſe of an art which is w 
known ? Is it not in the fame manner th 
we make uſe of ſeveral medicines which ot; 
forefathers were ignorant of, as ſena, rhu- 
barb and caſſia, which are certainly prefers. 
ble to tamarins, coloquintida, and the like? 
But beſides, do we not find the principles 
of chemiſtry in the common preparations 
medicines ; for they are all prepared, accor 
ing to the galenical method, either by height. 
ening, leflening, or altering them; for in 
medicines we require either the matter, or 
the qualities and virtues ſeparated from that 


matter; I ſay, we require the matter for in- 


craſſating, aſtringent, and detergent medi- 
eines; and the virtue alone for attenuating, 
diaphoretick, and purgative ones, becauſe the 
groſsneſs of the matter is an obſtruction to 
their efficacy; wherefore Meſue, Boerhaave, 
and all good authors, diſtinguiſh four kinds 
of proceſs, namely, coction, lotion, infuſion, 
and trituration. Pray then what is lotion, 


and chiefly affation, but the beginning of a 


calcination ? and what is infuſion, but an ex- 
tract begun? But chemiſtry excels in this 
manner of ſeparating the matter from its qua- 
lities, properties, and virtues ; for it ſeparates 


in different ways the pure from the impure, 


and conſequently draws and opens the dif- 
ferent virtues of medicines, which would 
_ otherwiſe lie dormant, as it were, and could 
neyer be extracted therefrom by the _— 
8 | . eat; 
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beat; a thing that is well known, eſpeciall 
in metals — minerals. if 

Moreover, it boils and attenuates earthy 
ſubſtances, it alters their malignant, veno- 
| mous, and heterogeneous qualities, or it en- 
tirely diveſts them af theſe; and it heightens 
their virtues : for there is more force and vir- 
tue in ſpirit of cinnamon, againſt a ſyncope 
rand other diſorders, than there is in cinna- 
mon itſelf, Diſtilled oils, fpirits, ſalts, and 
ſulphurs, have much pre eater efficacy than' 

even the fimples whic they are extracted 
from. 

In fine, it is inconteſtable that chemiſtry 
renders ſeveral medicines more pure, more 
analogous to our nature, and includes, in a 
ſmall volume, different forces and virtues,” 
conſequently more adapted to the end pro- 
poſed, and the duty of a phyſician, which 
ſhould be to cure ſpeedily, infallibly, and 
agreeably ; which will much better anions 
to his purpoſe, by making uſe of chemical 
medicines, the virtues of which are by far 
more active, perfect, and pure, and leſs re- 
pugnant to a patient. 

Expert chemiſts have a great many mild 
and falutary medicines, which are not vio- 
tent ; thoſe which I have made publick, un- 
der the name of the late M. de Grimaldi, 
firſt phyſician to the king of Sardinia, hold, 
whhour diſpute, the firſt rank, as well as 
thoſe which I now offer to the hee in 
this treatiſe, 

| The 
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The materia: medica is the ſame both in 
the chemical and common pharmacy ; it is 
taken from vegetables, animals, and mine- 
rals, as well in mild medicines, as in thoſe 
that are ſtrong and violent, which are uſed 
in phyſick; but the chemical preparation cor- 
rects and takes away all that is noxious in 
violent medicines, renders them more infal- 
lible, and more agreeable, for the reaſons 1 
have already given; and often, according to 
the doctrine and practice of the Galeniſts 
themſelves, it is neceſſary to uſe the ſtrongeſt 
medicines, in order to cure a great many diſ- 
orders; a thing which cannot be done by the 
weakeſt remedies. Hippocrates, Galen, Celſus, 
and ſeveral others among the ancients, made 
uſe of more violent medicines than what true 
chemiſts are wont to do; extreme remedies, 
ſays Hippocrates, B. 1. Aph. 6. are proper for 
extreme diſorders; and Galen himſelf, 5, 
Meth. ch. 15. blames Eraſiſtratus for uſing 
light medicines, and for pretending that theſe 
were hurtful in dangerous diſeaſes, in which 
if one miſs the opportunity, a thing which 
may eaſily happen, either the patients die, or 
their diſtempers become incurable, It is 
therefore the more uſual way for galenical 
phyſicians, that is, for ſuch as follow the an- 
cient method, to make uſe of very ſtrong 
medicines, than for chemiſts, who ſeldom 
uſe them, and who prepare them better : nor 
is it an aſſertion any more true to ſay, that 
chemiſts prepare all their medicines with a 
a | ſtrong 


cee 3021757 2s 


A Preliminary Diſcourſe. 29 
ſtrong fire; for very often they uſe but a very : 


gentle one. 
But when they uſe an open fire, and for 


fuſion, the compound body, upon which 


they work, requires it; and herein they act 
conformabie to right reaſon, ſound phyſick, 
and the maxims of Galen, who teaches, that 
by means of a' ſtrong fire ſeveral medicines 
loſe all their acrimony and pungency. It is 
certain, that, by the ſpagyrick art, the moſt 
violent medicines are ſoftened, and that a 

many, which are even poiſonous, loſe their 
deſtructive quality. Chemiſtry, farther, fur- 
niſhes with cardiacks and ſtrengthening me- 
dicines of the firſt order, very far ſuperior to 


the common ſort; a thing which but few 


people deny. 


I ſhall conclude this anſwer with a reflec: 
tion of a very able * phyſician, who does not 
pretend to praiſe other men, but who, on ac- 
count of his fine learning, and the good uſe 


he makes of it, very well deſerves to be prai- 
ſed himſelf. © Cuſtom, ſays he, ought not 
eto be the maſter-guide i in the therapentick 


© art; let it not diſpleaſe theſe pretended 


ec 


ſages, this is a privilege which I do not 


e allow it, ſince 1 do not own it for the 
e only guide. Would not one ſay, to hear 


ws them talk, that there i is an eſtabliſhed cu- 


oy ſtom, | 


- M. Procopius, | in a — 12 written to M. 3 firſt 


phyſician to the king, December 14, 1747, on the great and 


ſurpriſing cures per ormed by M. Daran, ſurgeon in ordinary. 


io the king, in diſorders of the urethra, inſerted in the treatiſe 
of obſervations on this malady, publiſhed by M. Daran himſelf. 
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« ſtom, a faſhionable manner of treating pa- 


te tients? and that medicines are only pre- 


< ſcribed, becauſe they are cuſtomary things? 
te No: far from it; it is becauſe they are ne- 
ct ceſſary, and are fit for the diſtemper, that 
© they muſt be preſcribed; for the cuſtom 
« of uſing a remedy does not conſtitute its 
<* goodneſs and neceſſity; but its goodneſs 
A AR: .- 
3 ſhews, that we uſe a great num- 
her of remedies that were not known to the 
ancients. The emetick (a chemical medi- 


cine) which may be reckon'd one of the beſt 


in phyſick, would never, ſhould this princi- 
ple be ſcrupulouſly followed, have recovered 
itſelf from the ſentence pronounced againſt it 
by Guy Patin; but happily it has been ap- 
pealed from, and juſtice has been done it 
upon the appeal. Ip 8 

In a word, it is often prudent to follow 


a new method in the cure of diſeaſes ; it is 


very lucky for us, that the one we propoſe 
is the moſt infallible, the moſt Ro 
and moſt agreeable. 5 K. 

In fine, let us in ſome ſort conclude this 


maxim with what the Wiſe- man ſays, Eccl. 


XXXviii, 6, He hath given man ſill, that he 
might be honoured in his marvellous works : 
with ſuch doth he heal [men]; and of ſuch 
doth the apothecary make a confection; and of 
bis works there is no end: for phyſicians will 
diſcover every day new remedies, and their 
art will never be limited, 5 
| Objection 
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Objection III. Medicines taken from mi- 
nerals, and metals, ſhould never be uſed; as 
the greateſt part of theſe compound bodies 
are tainted with arſenical particle. 

' Anſwer. Another reaſon, as weak as the 
preceding, raiſes apprehenſions about che- 
mical medicines, as people believe that they 
are made up from minerals and metals; but, 
as we have already obſerv'd, the matter in 


chemical and galenical operations is the ſame; 


and it will be a very eaſy thing for chemiſts 


to adminiſter vegetable medicines to their 


patients, ſhould the mineral ones be contrary 


e their caſe : beſides, the ancient phyſicians 


made more uſe of metallick medicines, before 
the practice of chemiſtry was introduced, 
than is done at preſent ; for there are a great 
many chemiſts who ſeldom. uſe theſe ; and 
when they uſe any, they are vegetable me- 


dicines only, Upon peruſing the writings of 


the ancients, we find-that they were wont to 
uſe ſteel, calcined copper, and other metals, 
either without, or with but very little, pre- 
paration : plates. of unprepared braſs purge 


ſtrongly, of which Dioſcorides makes men- 


tion in his fifth book. A great many made 
uſe of Armenian ſtone without any prepa- 
ration. The fame Dioſcorides alſo. writes, 
that ſilver is good againſt the poiſon. of rats- 
bane. The moſt celebrated authors, both 
ancient and modern, agree, that from this 
metal may be drawn ſpecifick remedies for 


. 
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Avicenna * ſays, that it is againſt pal. 
itations of the heart. T in — 
etter already quoted, aſſures, that dangerous 
and chronical diſtempers can hardly be cured 
without metallick medicines; and that they 
ſhould not be adminiſtered without a che- 
mical preparation. There is nothing more 
common than the uſe of mineral waters, 
which have all a metallick quality. 
I could eaſily adduce the opinions of the 
moſt celebrated authors, whoare conſtant fol- 
lowers of this doctrine; but, to be brief, we 


will confine ourſelves to make a few reflec- | 


tions ; and, to avoid repetitions, entreat the 
reader, if he deſires a more ample explica- 
tion, to look at what we have already ſaid in 
our treatiſe on metals, publiſhed and ſold at 
Durand's, bookſeller in Paris, at the fign of 
the griffin in St. James's ſtreet ; in which I 
treat of their formation, the qualities, virtues, 
and properties of each in particular, for the 
uſe of phyſick ; I point at the medicines 
which may be drawn from them, to be em- 
ployed in particular diſorders ; and likewiſe 
| „„ wpupoſe 

About the end of the tenth century, Ebn Sina, that is to 
ſay, Avicenna, was born at Boceata, the capital of the pro- 
vince of Cheroſan, in the 370th year of the Turkiſh hegira, or 
980th of the chriſtian zra ; endowed with a quick and ready 
genius, he made great progreſs in the mathematicks, and even 
in the moſt ſublime philoſophy ; therein he became perfect at 
an age when others 1 begin to ſtudy them. He was no 
more than ſixteen when, from theſe ſciences, he fell into that 
of phyſick, in which he ſucceeded with the ſame rapidity, 
He was in fo great repute for phyſick and philoſophy, that 
the ſultan Magdal Doulet thought he could do no better, than 


py ſo acute a genius at the head of his affairs, and ſo made 
im his prime miniſter, | 
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purpoſe the method of working them; and 
therein J prove, that the medicines which 
are drawn from minerals, and metals, are 
preferable to thoſe which are drawn from 
vegetables, and animals. As truth is always 
the ſame, and as I want no more but this 
very truth to eſtabliſh my principles, I will 
repeat, as an anſwer to the above- mentioned 
objection, the ſame reaſons J ſet forth in that 
work. FF page Sl 
Tho! vegetables, and even animals, be not 
leſs proper for the compoſition of excellent 
medicines, than minerals and metals are, as 
the one and the other derive from the ſame 
origin, and as the different canals through 
which they paſs are alike pure; and as it 
may even be ſaid, that vegetables ſeem to 
have the advantage over minerals, becauſe 
they are naturally deſtined to ſerve as aliment 
for animals; and that their texture being leſs 
ſtrong, and leſs compact than that of mine- 
rals, their reſolution may be more eaſily per- 
formed; moreover, the ſpirits of vegetables 
ſcem to have more analogy with thoſe” of 
animals, than the ſpirits of minerals have, 
on account of the predominant principles of 
the one and the other ; and we likewiſe find, 
that almoſt the general opinion gives the pre- 
terence to the juice of plants, to the extracts of 
roots, to the virtues and qualities of fimples, a- 
bove all other medicines ; But unhappily ex- 
perience does not anſwer to this favourable 
opinion ; nothing is more rare, than to find a 


D good 


three kingdoms. 


3 4 Preliminary Diſcourſe. 
good and true remedy, for the great diſtem- 


pers, drawn from any other quarter than 


from the mineral kingdom. 

Whence then can ariſe all that oppoſition, 
conſidering the daily experience we have of 
the weakneſs of theſe medicines; in which, 
we ſcarce find any of the virtues aſcribed to 
them? 


The fault certainly i is not in the mixt, but 


in the perſon who works it, without having 


a perfect knowledge of it, without preparing 
it according tor the principles of its nature, 
and the quality of its compoſition. i 

But let us throw more light upon this 
matter, and ſuccinctly explain, in what re- 
ſpects the three kinds agree, and in what re- 
(pefts they differ. | 

All the mixts in nature are divided into | 
three kingdoms, to wit, the animal, vege- 
table, and mineral; each kingdom is divided 
into ſpecies, and each ſpecies into individu- 
als. All theſe kingdoms have the ſame firlt 
origin, and derive from the ſame ſource, to 
wit, that univerſal ſeed formed from the pure 
ſpirit of the elements, impregnated with the 
light of the heavenly bodies, and the influ- W 
ences of the ſtars, which, darted down from 
above, are gathered topether and united in 
the centre of the earth, where is made the 


firſt preparation, that ſerves either for the for- 


mation or generation of all the mixts in the 


But 
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But each portion of this ſeed, which in the 
beginning is but one, and univerſal, is divided, 
and neceſſarily, and without alteration, deter- 
mined to one particular genus, whether vege- 
table or mineral; ſo that the one may be 
changed into the other, if it be not wholly 
reduced into its original fimple principles, at 
which human art can never arrive; for all 
that this can perform is, to reduce the mixt 
into the principle of its proper genus, which 
is determined to perfect its ſpecies and indivi- 
duales „„ if rr a6 
Wherefore art will never ſucceed to make 
a mineral out of a · vegetable or animal, nor an 
animal out of a mineral or vegetable. |  _ 
The reaſon of this is, that the portion of 
the pure elementary part, which is determi- 
ned to one kingdom, becomes ſo by the in- 
fuſion of ſpirits, both fixt and volatile, which 
by their nature are peculiarly adapted to one 
particular kingdom, and not to another. 
But theſe ſpirits, having once taken poſſeſ- 
ſion of a portion of element, never quit it to 
give place to ſpirits of a different nature; and 
all that happens in the reſolution of the mixt, 
which is brought about by its putrefaction, 
from whence ariſes a new generation, is this, 
W that the ſpirits, which did animate the firſt 
compoſition of the mixt, are driven away 
by ſpirits of the ſame nature, which are 
ſtronger and more powerful than the firſt. 
= Yet theſe firſt ſpirits ſtill remain in part, 
but weakened in force and quantity ſo far, 
till in this mutual ſtruggle the ſecond ſpirits 
2 2 gain 
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gain ground by little and little, ſeize upon 
the place, and entirely drive out the former 


occupiers ; whence ariſes a mixt of the ſame 
kind, but ſtronger and more perfect than the 
preceding, after it has been deſtroyed ; a thing 
which does not happen but by degrees. | 


Thus, in the putrefaction or reſolution of 
the mixt, one can never arrive at the origi- 
nal or univerſal matter; fince the ſpirits, that 
have determined it to one particular king- 
dom, never quit it one ſingle moment, not 
to give an opportunity to thoſe of a different 
nature to ſeize upon it, 


That which makes the diſtinguiſhing dif- 


ference between the three kingdoms, both as 


to their ſpirits, and as to their material parts, 
in their pure elementary one, whether fix d 
or volatile, is the different proportion of their 
conſtituent elements; for inſtance, in the ani- 


mal kingdom, air and fire are predominant 
over earth and water; in the vegetable king- 


dom, air and water are predominant over 
earth and fire; in the mineral kingdom, wa- 
ter and earth are predominant over air and 


fire. From this different proportion ariſe the 
different qualities which we perceive in the 


reſolution of the mixt. 


For example, in minerals, their ſpirit or 


volatile part is acrid and acid, becauſe air and 


fire, which produce ſweetneſs, are therein in 
leaſt quantity; and their fixt part, or fixt ſalt, 
is ſharp and bitter. In animals and vegeta- 


bles, the volatile part is ſweet, and agreeably 
n e reliſhing 
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reliſhing to the mouth and palate; and their 
fixt ſalt is only pungent and ſaline. 
From thence muſt be concluded, 1. That a 
pure mineral requires more working, more rec- 
tifying, and a longer coction, than the mixts 
of a vegetable and animal kind; but that theſe 
laſt are more tender and delicate to treat, and 
are more difficult to be kept pure, on account 
of their greater degree of volatility, _ 
2. That excellent medicines may be drawn 
from the one and the other, provided one 
knows how to work them, and proceed there- 
in according to the nature of the mixt which 
is to be work'd : yet that the medicines drawn 
from minerals are certainly more powerful 
and more efficacious than any other, for the 
cure of the great diſorders, for the preſerva- 
tion or prolongation of life; becauſe theſe are 
naturally more fixt, ſo as to bear with greater 
and more perfect rectifications, and more coc- 
tions than thoſe drawn from vegetables, the 
pure part of which, as has been already ob- 
ſerved, evaporates by reaſon of its too great 
volatility, _ ee ee 03 009% 
In order to remove all ſcruples, and ſatisfy 
all the doubts that may be raiſed about the 
uſe of metals and minerals in phyfick, and 
the preference which we give to the me- 
dicines drawn from them, eſpecially for the 
cure of the great diſorders, above thoſe which 
are drawn from vegetables and animals, it 
ſcems proper here to lay open what differ- 

” ene 


15 
14 
. 
. 
: 5 
1 
— 
3 , 
42 
+ 
+ 
p 7 
1 
4 1 ; 
4 4 
'k - 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1-3 
IS) | 
78 
14; 
#7 
1 
IS | 
4 
43: : 
"7 . 
3 
.+ 
3 7 4 
4. £ 
# F 
= 1 
171 
1909 
bi 
1: 
| ' 
19 
[4 
* +23 
14+ 6 
1 
14 
1 
/ 
1 
1 
'4 : 
{Ft 
+ Bl 
4 5 
: 
. 
| 
4 
| 
* 
Z 
4 


— — — * hr 
—— — : — 2 9 
, h 8 REA * "_ 


38 A Preliminary Diſcourſe, 
ence there is between medicines, poiſons, and 
aliments. | | 
Aliment, is that pure part of nature, which 
is found in any thing that is deſtined for our 
nouriſhment, and which, taken inwardly, re- 
pairs the pure part of our nature, the radical 
moiſture, whether conſumed by the natural 
heat, or diſſipated by the agitation of our ſpi- 
rits, and the violent exerciſe of our bodies; 
that, by ſuch repairs, our being may be pre- 
ſerved in its ſtatè of life and activity. 
Poiſon, on the other hand, is an excremen- 
titious impurity, contrary to the pure part 
which ſupports us, found in the mixt which 
we uſe, and which deſtroys and diſſipates that 
pure part which conſtitutes and preſerves life 
and health; fo that poiſon may very well be 
defined, by ſaying, that it is any thing that 
deſtroys and diſſipates the foundation and baſis 
of life, by means of a quality contrary to that 
which maintains and repairs it. 
Thus, when we ſay that poiſon is nothing 
elſe but the impure part found in the mixt, 
we give to underitand, that all that which is 
contained in the poiſonous mixt is not poiſon, 
but only what is contrary in quality to the 
pure part of nature, to be ſo; and when this 
impurity is predominant, to a certain degree, 
we juſtly call that mixt a poiſon; which | 
will be more or leſs ſtrong or dangerous, 
according to the quality, quantity, evolu- 
tion, and exaltation of the impure parti- 
cles it contains. But if, by our chemical 
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rectifications, we ſeparate from this mixt all 
its impure particles, we will thereby make the 
pure part, it contains, a powerful medicine, 
and a ſovereign alexipharmick ; which is 

plainly ſeen in the preparations made from 
ſerpents, and other venomous creatures; and 
this is done in like manner, and with the 
like ſucceſs, in the moſt poiſonous vegetables 
and minerals, as milk-thiſtle, ellebore, anti- 
mony, mercury, and arſenick, &c. from which 
the ſpagirick art draws ſurprifing medicines. 
Medicines then hold a place between ali- 
ment and poiſon, and differ from them 
both; 1. From poiſon in this, that, far from 
injuring nature, it relieves and aſſiſts her wheh 
ſhe is attacked. 2. From aliment; in this, 
that in relieving and aſſiſting nature, it does 
not paſs into its ſubſtance, as aliment does. 
Yet there are certain kinds of medicineswhich 
likewiſe partake 'of the quality. of aliment ; 
ſuch ate thoſe which, being extremely mild 
and light, cannot exert all their virtue againſt 
the diſtemper which is to be extirpated, but 
which, by joining with nature, and aſſimila- 
ting therewith, aſſume its ſubſtance, and fo 
augment its forces, in order to attack jointly, 
and get the better of the diſorder, - This te- 
lief, this addition of force which nature re 
ceives from the ſpecifick properties of th 
particles which have been an aliment to it, 


makes her become her own remed 

a As has been ſaid in the beginning of this 

eſlay, that one of the principal cares of a phyfi- 
„„ clan 
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cian ſhould extend to all that may concern the 
choice of the materia medica, it may be propo- 
ſed as a queſtion, namely, Whether it be ne- 
ceſſary, or at leaſt uſeful, to have any regard 
to the time and ſeaſon for making choice of 
theſe medical ſubſtances, either for gathering 
or working them? A great many people will 
look upon this queſtion as needleſs, but they 
deceive. themſelves; for the obſerving the 
weather, and ſeaſon, is a very eſſential point. 
All the world agrees, that it is neceſſary to 
chuſe the proper ſeaſon for gathering the ve- 
getables which one intends to uſe, in order 
1 extract their juice, and preſerve it; and 
that, it is the beſt ſeaſon. when theſe mixts 
have moſt juice and virtue; but people do 
not obſerve, with that accuracy which is ne- 
ceſſary, the time for preparing them, The ſea- 
ſon, the proper time for minerals and for ani- 
mals, though of as much importance as that 
for vegetables, is nevertheleſs almoſt entirely 
negletted, This obſervation is even treated 
as a mere. chimera by our modern phyſicians, 
who, ſetting it don to themſelves as a law 
to reject all that does not fall under the cog- 
nizance of their ſenſes, glorify themſelves 
upon doubting of every thing, if their weak 
imagination does not repreſent them under 
forms proper to admit of geometrical rules, 
and algebraical calculations; and thus conti- 
nue ignorant of the greateſt wonders, the moſt 
general, and moſt necefiary operations of na- 

ture. 
But 
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But ſuch as will abandon their prejudices 
will eaſily find, how neceſſary it is to obſerve 
the weather, and the ſeaſon, not only for the 
choice of vegetables, but likewiſe for that of 
animals, and mineralss . 
In fact, who can doubt but that things 
above act upon things below? For a perſon 
cannot deny what he perceives with his eyes: 
We ſee, every year, when the ſun returns to 
us, that the withered plants which ſeem'd. 
dead, and the trees Se ſtript of their 
leaves, and drooping and nee do re- 
vive and grow young again, ſo to ſpeak, get a 
green coat, are loaded with leaves, in a word, 
ſhoot forth and multiply; becauſe at that time 
they receive abundantly the alimentary ſap, 
which is neceſſary for their preſervation, 
growth, and encreaſe. From whence then does 
this proceed? if not from this, namely, that 


in that ſeaſon, the ſun ſhedding forth more 


copiouſly, and more directly, his rays upon our 
hemiſphere, ſets open the pores of the earth 
which the cold had ſhut up; whence the ali- 
mentary ſap of nts and trees, which riſes 
vigorouſly and plentifully from the roots into 
the whole, texture of the tree and plant, 
is united with the particles of the ſun and 
ſtars, which have animated it, and which, by 
their union, have rendered it capable of pro- 
ducing again, and preſerving the life of the 
vegetable, and communicating to it a gene- 
rative Vine 


7 The 


42 4 Preliminary Diſcourſe. 


The fame effect, and that through the ſame 


cauſe, is 3 animals, and in a man- 
ner almoſt 

fucculent aliments with which they are nou- 
riſhed at that time, but likewiſe by that vital 
ſpirit diffuſed through the air which they 
breathe, that penetrates their bodies, either 
by reſpiration, or by the pores of the ſkin, and 
unites with the pure part of their nature, 
by augmenting their force and activity. 
Why ſhould it not be allowed, that at the 


the ſame time minerals are ſuſceptible of the 


ſame impreſſions, conſequently of the ſame 
encreaſe of force and virtue? ſince minerals 


are, without diſpute, produced in the bowels 


of the earth by the ſame principles, by the 
fame influence and action that penetrates the 
earth, namely, that of the particles of the ſun, 
moon, and the other ſtars, proper and adapted 
to the different mixtures + 
every kind which the earth produces, ei- 


ther within its bowels, or upon its ſur- 


face. This action of the ſun and ſtars in 
ſpring, when the earth ſets open its pores 
to receive it, appears ſenſibly even in mi- 
nerals; for at that time they flouriſh, fo to 
ſpeak, more plentifully, and mines ſend forth 
vapours a great deal more ſtrong and copious, 
than at any other time of the year; there is 
then no doubt, but the choice of the ſeaſon 
is neceſſary to gather the medicinal matters, 
not only of the mineral and animal, but like- 
wiſe of the vegetable kingdom, 


as ſenſible, not only by the more 


every ſpecies and 


J...... ß ĩè oo "oY mw. > 


This 
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This ſeaſon ſhould alſo be obſerved for 
preparing medicines; ſince reaſon and expe- 
rience teach us, that this. preparation be- 
comes more eaſy and perfect at one time 
than another; for, 1. The pure part of nature, 
from which our medicine is made up, is 
more abundant in that ſeaſon than in any 
other. 2. The volatile ſpirits, which deſcend 
from above upon the earth, for the preſer- 
vation of mixts, are then more plentiful: 
whence it happens, that not only the earth 
and the water are repleniſhed there with, but 
likewiſe the air through the whole concave 
of the celeſtial globe. Now in the prepa- 
ration which is at that time made of chemi- 
cal medicines, the volatile ſpirits of the mixt, 
which are ſeparated from it, meet together 
and unite with thoſe of the like nature which 


are in the air; and by this union and accre- 


tion, they acquire greater force and virtue for 
producing the rectification of the pure part 
of this mixt, © 

What has been ſaid h in general to 
the choice of medicinal matters, and thieir 
preparation; but ſhould it be added, that 
there are Rill particular obſervations to be 
made as to the proper time for particular mixts, 
and as to the different preparations requiſite for 
each of them, it might not be greatly amiſs. 
Theſe particular differences ariſe from the dif- 
ference in the internal form of mixts, as to 


their radical moiſture, which diſtinguiſhes 
their quality, and ſubjects them to the influ- 


ENCES 
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ences of different celeſtial ſigns, thro' the con- 


nexion, relation, or ſympathy, which this 
particular ſign has with that particular radical 
moiſture ; and this is what makes it grow, 

and encreaſe i in force, whenever the ſign that 
rules over it happens to be above the horizon, 
and is well and properly expoſed to the ſun. 


Hence it is, that, in order to a more exact 


chemical preparation, we muſt chuſe not 
only the ſpring. to gather phyſical ſubſtances 
in; but farther, have a regard, in prepa- 
ring them, to the riſing, ſetting, and aſpects 
of the ſigns and planets that have a natural 
relation to the mixt we intend to prepare. 

Though I do not advance any thing extra- 
vagant, I may yet revolt ſeveral whoſe minds 
are prepoſſeſſed with new ſyſtems, and per- 


| haps not ſo rational as thoſe which have pre- 


— * them; for which ſome are indifferent, 


as they do not underſtand them, and as the 


ſyſtem, in favour of which they are prejudi- 
ced, has no other advantage than that of its 
novelty, and its being the mode. If Mon- 
tagne has in ſome ſort foretold, in his eſſays, 


the overthrowing and diſcarding of Ariſſo- 


tle's philoſophy; if Deſcartes has accom- 
pliſhed the prediction; if Newton has a- 
veng' d Ariſtotle; may it not be preſumed, 
that one day will ariſe ſome other inventive 
genius, who, regarding as ſervile the ſhrewd 
moderation of M. Privat des Molieres, who 
has endeavoured to reconcile the opinions of 
both theſe philaſophers,. will invent ſome 
new 
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new ſyſtem to overturn entirely thoſe of the 
Carteſians and Newtonians, for which people 
are, at this day, ſo paffionately fond. | 

The greateſt part of mankind are ſo ſingu- 
lar, that they place their glory in mo 
ſtrange things, and in being at the head o 
new opinions, - no matter whether againſt 
truth, reaſon, or even their own repoſe : 
nay, I go farther, it would be a kind of ſhame 
and diſgrace for them, if they did not get 
followers. But to take the thing right, there 
is nothing more humbling to man's pride, 
than this variety of opinion and ſentiment 
which is to be ſeen among philoſophers in 
dit 8 . 

However, notwithſtanding his deviations,' 
the mind of man ſeems to run a circle, and 
in the end to come back to the very prin- 
ciple which he had before abandoned; ſo dif- 
ficult a matter 1s it in natural things to diſco- 


| ver the truth, and ſo eaſy to imagine that 


one has found it. Of this the opinion in de- 
bate is an inſtance ; it is the moſt reaſona- 
ble and moſt probable, has been taught by 
the greateſt philoſophers of antiquity, inſo- 
much that it became a proverb among the 
tollowers of Plato. It is even at this day the 
opinion of modern philoſophers. Tis true, 
that, taking it for a fine thing to be in the 
faſhion, they make uſe of different terms; 
yet notwithſtanding this pompous precaution, - 
the maſk falls off, the illuſion vaniſhes, and 
one plainly ſees, that-if the terms be dif- 

| | | ferent, 
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ferent, the thoughts, notwithſtanding, and 
the things, are ſtill the ſame. 

Iis therefore vain for them to be ambi- 
tious to give the appearance of novelty and 


invention to their new ſyſtems, which they 


pretend to impoſe upon the world, and make 


people believe that they change the ideas re- 


ceived by other men. 
Such was the manner of the great Newton, 
tho preſſed by the force of truth, which is 


eternal, he, in ſome meaſure, ſhut his eyes 


againſt her ; but truth, which is ever vigo- 
rous and ſparkling, has pierced through his 


eyelids, and forced him to do homage to her; 


he was uncapable of ſaying any thing to the 
purpoſe, when he would lay. open what that 


great, that ſurpriſing ſpring was, that ſets all 


nature a-going, but by admitting the exiſt- 
ence of theſe principles, diſguiſed under the 
term attraction. 


Newton gh farther, fearing the "LE de- 


prived of the glory he imagined he acquired, 


in paſſing for the firſt inventor of his ſyſtem, 


he puts his reader on his guard againſt the 
name altraction, not to confound it with the 
occult qualities of the ancients; and to reſt 
ſatisfied with knowing, that there is in all 


bodies a central force, which, from one end 


of the univerſe to the other, acts upon bodies, 
both the moſt near, and the moſt diſtant, ac- 
cording to the immutable laws of mecha- 
nicks. 

But all theſe proteſtations, the vanity of 


which has been ſeen thro', have not pre- 


vented 


- 
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vented M. Saurin and M. Fontenelle, to 
charge him with giving in to the chimera's 
of Peripateticiſm . Chimera's, by no means 
ariſing from the grounds and eſſence of the 
doctrine of Ariſtotle, no longer underſtood, 
or but ill underſtood ; but from the clouds, 
the darkneſs, and illuſions ſpread over it by 
interpreters, commentators, and tranſlators, 
who have corrupted and debaſed the ſenſe. 
'Tis thus men confound the good with the 
bad. : 5 1 
However, I declare that I do not mean to 
impoſe, by theſe obſervations, the neceſſity 
of paying a ſcrupulous regard to them, as if 
the ſucceſs of an operation depended abſo- 
lutely on the day, the hour, and moment in 
which it is begun ; this would be to fall into 
a very blameable exceſs ;. we only ſay, that it 
would be better to obſerve, if poſſible, the 
circumſtances which we have mentioned, 

A RECAPITULATION. 

When I ſubmitted to an examination 
the ' poſthumous works of the late M. Gri- 
maldi, firſt phyſician to the king of Sardinia, 
before the board * of commiſſion, there was 
only one of them who diſapproved: of che- 
mical remedies, and who made the objections 

5 „„ which 
2 See Saurin, Mem. de l' Acad. An. 1799 ; M. de Fonte- 
nelle, in Eloge de Newton. 8 e 

» This board has been eſtabliſhed by an arret of the eouncil 
of ſtate, dated March 17, 1731, for the better order and re- 
gulation of the three bodies of phyſick, conſiſting of phyſi- 
clans, ſurgeons, and apothecaries ; in which preſides che _ 
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which we have been juſt anſwering: but at 
the very time that theſe objections were 
ſtarted before the board, M. Malouin, a ce- 
lebrated phyſician, conſequently as good a 
naturaliſt as chemiſt, anſwered them by very 
ſolid reaſons, and entirely confuted them. 
It is therefore only from prejudice, not 
from a learned canvaſſing, that people could 
have conceived a blind antipathy againſt ſound 
chemiſtry ; being prepoſſeſſed with childiſh 
and erroneous principles, by means of the dif- 
ferent ſyſtems, which have no other founda- 
tion than the imagination of the ſyſtem- 
makers who firſt invented them, and which 
a touch of giddineſs and novelty has brought 
into credit: whence it has happened, that 
theſe ſyſtems have been overturned ſucceſ- 
fively the one by the other ; whereas the her- 
metick art, which is the flambeau that en- 
lightens every philoſophick truth, by the 
clearneſs whereof, one compoſes true chemi- 
cal remedies, which are the only ones ſhould 

be made uſe of, as the only ones good and 
efficacious : this art, I ſay, is not ſubjected _ 
to the inconſtancy of mankind, tis fixt, inva- 
riable, inalterable, and everlaſting ; and the 
light which derives from it, is both piercing 
and inextinguiſhable; pure nature is both 
its 


firſt phyſician. Before this board are examined the remedies 
which are intended to be made publick ; and they determine, 
whether they be proper and uſeful for the cure of diſtempers. 
When they are found to be ſo, there is granted a brief, con- 
NG a power and permiſſion to make up, ſell, aud diſtribute 
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its object and depoſitary ; and without this 


{ Ives to the height of their true grandeur, 
whilſt {till ignorant of the eſſence of the three 
kingdoms, and of the true e wrap'd 
up in the inmoſt receſſes of matter. 
Pharmacy can ferve but like an ignis fa- 
tuus, to conduct into the dark wa, ar of 
mixts; this fort of fire has but a faint or 
barren: light, which: does not reach beyond 
the ſurface; and geometry, with which theſe 
airy and faſhionable — make a parade, has 
no direct application to the therapeutick art. 
The medicinal theory comprizes among the 
theoretick knowledge neceſſary for ſurgeons, 
the doctrine of internal diſorders, both fim- 
ple and complex; the knowledge of the na- 
ture of mixts, their eflence and pro ; 
but this knowledge does not. confine itſelf to 
the ſimple theory, and only to the ſpeculation 
of mixts, it requires a chemical analy ls, which 
points out the principles contained in the 
mixts, in what manner they are mixt, and 
their weight of nature, in order to apply pro- 
perly theſe principles, rectified from all Rete. 
rogeneous matter. For this end, one muſt 
ſtudy nature, and examine into her bowels: 
it is by this means we arrive at the know- 
ledge of the art of healing and curing. 
Let us examine very briefly, and as much 
as may be uſeful to the ſubject in hand, what 


. is pro 58 and . for a phy- 
E ſician, 


divine art, phyſicians could never raiſe thems 


1 


[ 15 
I! | 
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fician, in all the theoretick branches of phy- 
ſick, properly ſo called, * 

This knowledge conſiſts in finding out the 
cauſes of diſeaſes, and the quality of the me- 
dicines that muſt be applied to purify the 
blood, in which reſide thoſe heterogeneous 
particles, and that morbifick ferment, which 


diſturb the animal ceconomy. Now, in order 


to cure the diſeaſes which proceed from this 


diſorder, we muſt have recourſe. to good re- 


medies which re-eſtabliſh the harmony. 
The theory of ſome phyſicians, and the 

practice of ſome apothecaries, are grounded 

upon Dioſcorides and Mathiolus : theſe au- 


thors have been compiled, augmented, and 
commented upon, by very able phyſicians and 


naturaliſts, as Tournefort, Niſſole, Lemery, 
Chomel, Juſſieux, and a great many others; 
but theſe authors, and their commentators, 


have confined themſelves to a deſcription of 


the form, the figure, and quality of mixts, 


a thing more curious and hiſtorical than phi- 
loſophical, as all beings whatever derive from 


the ſame original, and exiſt uniformly, only 
by virtue of a threefold principle, namely, 
mercury, ſulphur, and the philoſophick ſalt; 
from which they receive the ſharpneſs, the in- 
tegrity of the principles, and their weight of 
nature, diveſted by means of a chemical exalta- 
tion of all earthy and aqueous particles, where- 
in reſides the true medicine, which ought to 
be the ſole object of a phyſician's enquiry ; fo 
much. the rather, as the great variety of drugs, 

| | badly 
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badly analys'd, is not only uſeleſs, but often 
pernicious in the cure of diſeaſes, for the fol- 
| lowing reaſons; 1. That any mixt whatever 

differs not from any other mixt, but relatively 

as to its figure, the proportion of the ſalts, and 
groſs ſulphurs, of earth and water, which are 
differently diffuſed in it, according to their dif- 
ferent matrices. 2. That by managing and 
handling theſe different mixts, according to a 
chemical operation, they are purged of all he- 
terogeneous particles, and their pure principles 
are thereby unfolded, which alone act with- 
out any obſtacle, when ſuperadded to the 
weight of nature. 3. Whereas the mixture 
is made at a venture with ſeveral ingredients; 
I fay, at a venture; becauſe without any 
knowledge of this weight of nature, which 
the blind admixture, ſeldom homogeneous, 
and very often contrary, does only render the 
potion groſs and unpleaſant, hard of digeſ- 
tion, and unſucceſsful. However, theſe doc- 
tors, very confident in the beaten track 
of pharmacy, deceived by prejudices againſt 
chemiſtry, of which they only know the 
name, detach each party of their potions, 
one to the brain, another to the liver; that 
to the ſtomach, and this to the ſpleen; 
without conſidering that diſtempers do only 
ariſe from a vicious quality, introduced into 
the blood by means of heterogeneous parti- 
cles, which envelope and abſorb the heat of 
nature; and that in reſtoring this heat, it na- 
turally purifies itſelf by the ſecretory paſſages, 
3 by 
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by inſenſible perſpiration, urine, criſes, &c. 
from whence follows the re-eſtabliſhment of 
the equilibrium, without any neceſſity of ex- 
eeſſive bleeding, extreme coolers, or a low 
diet; which only weaken the body, and hin- 
der the play of the natural mechaniſm. 

The views of the greateſt part of phyſi- 
cians are confined to denying, 1. That the 
ſubſtance of gold can be divided. 2. That 
its mercury, ſulphur, and falt, can be ſepa- 
rated each apart, and retain their reſpective 
properties. 3. Conſequently, that it is poſ- 
ſible to render this precious metal potable. 
In fine, there is no knowledge, no notion of 
this univerſal matter, which is the ſoul and 
baſis of all beings, though it be very com- 
mon, be found every where, be no expence 
to come at, and be really an univerſal medi- 


ence. 
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Containing the deſign and diuiſon of this 


a Work, 1 


HE motive which, in appearance, 
ſhould have hinder'd me from wri- 
ting on the venereal maladies which 


I am going to treat of, is nevertheleſs the 


only one which has determin'd me to do it; 


there are few ſubjects on which ſo much has 


been faid already. 

In fact we find able phyſicians who have 
canvaſs'd it thoroughly, and enter'd into a 
circumſtantial detail, not only as to the cauſe. 
of the venereal malady, but likewiſe its 
ſymptoms, and in general whatever elſe may 


| have any relation to it; ſo that it would 


ſeem every thing had been exhauſted in ſuch 
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a manner, that nothing farther needed to be 


deſir' d. 


The greateſt part of authors have exerted 
their utmoſt efforts in order to make hiſtory, 
poeſy, diction, rhetorick and invention, ſub- 
ſervient to this purpoſe, In a word, all that 
may contribute to render themſelves famous 
and commendable . | 

Theſe very authors cry up, each in parti- 


cular, his own method of curing theſe mala- 


dies, which they maintain to be the beſt, 
moſt perfect, _ molt infallible ; but they 
contradict one another in ſuch a manner, 


that it is hard to know which party is in the 


right; ſo that theſe different opinions have 
oblig'd me to go to the bottom of this mat- 


ter, and paſs from meditation and canvaſſing, 


to experience and matter of fact. 
Such as hold for mercurial frictions, which 


| is the method moſt generally us'd for curing ; 
the pox, are divided among themſelves ; the 


one would have plentiful falivations excited, 
without which, according to them, there 
can be no perfect cure; the others would 


have no ſalivation at all, and maintain, that 


the method of * ang is the beſt, that it 


cures radically without any troubleſome ſymp- 


tom, and that this is the only e which 
ought to be practis d. 

Both theſe parties unite together to com- 
bat empiricks; that is to ſay, ſuch as they 
call ſo, who give ptiſans, pills, or other mer- 
curial Preparations, to be taken inwardly. 
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It is therefore owing to this great number 
of authors, this diverſity of opinions, the im- 
portance of the ſubject, and the little know - 
ledge that perſons have of the remedy they 
adminiſter, that I have been induc'd to put 
pen to paper, not to cenſure thoſe. people, 
but to give an account of their method, and 
to ſhow my own, and leave the judicious 
world to determine and uſe that which they 
ſhall find beſt, having no other view, and 
deſiring nothing more, than to be uſeful. | 
1. I will give ſome idea of venereal mala- 
dies, their cauſes and effects, to. the end that, 
when we know them, we may be able to 
apply the proper remedies, and examine whe- 
ther thoſe I offer be of that fort. ' _ 
= 2. As it is a point determin'd, that mer- 
cury or quickſilver is the beſt ſpecifick we 
| know for the cure of theſe maladies, I will. 
likewiſe give ſome idea of this mixt, its na- 
ture, virtues, qualities and properties. 

3. And laſtly, I will ſhow the method of 
working and preparing it, in order to make 
it fit to be adminiſter d; either by way of 
friction, or in ſpirit and pure quinteſſence, 
without any admixture, in order to render it 

proper and homogeneous to our natures, di- 
veſted of all its heterogeneous, earthy, arſe- 
nical, and flegmatick particles, which occaſion 
the fatal effects and the devaſtation it com- 
monly cauſes in the human body. 

I ſhall let thoſe who have given us the 

| hiſtory of this diſorder, quietly enjoy the 
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glory they have acquir'd. In fact, how 
many curious and far-fetch'd notions, and 
how many agreeable anecdotes have they not 
given us! It is true, one might and ought | 
to have forborn expoling to the world, with- 
out any manner of diſtinction, in ſuch an 
| hiſtory as this, princes, kings, and emperors, 
particularly a great king, whoſe memory, on 
account of his eminent virtues and noble ac- 
tions, will always be dear and precious to 
every Frenchman, and who always will be 
the object of their love, reſpect, and venera- 
tion. Beſides, diſeaſed perſons have more 
need of remedies to cure them, than hiſto- 
ries to amuſe them; we will therefore only 
propoſe whatever is neceſſary for the cure of 
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c 7 As 
Of the wenereal malady in general. 
THE pox is a contagious malady, that 


* ariſes from a pungent, virulent, and cor- 
rupting taint, which alters the alimentary 
| Juices, and infects all the principal parts, and 
whoſe corruption paſſes into the animal ſpi- 
tits, which are, as it were, the œconomiſts 
.of life and health; whence proceed all the 
different ſymptoms of this cruel malady, the 
ſmart pains 1t cauſes, the tumours, ulcers, 
and other ſymptoms to which all the parts 
of the human body are ſubjected, and which 

| 3 even 
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even the mind itſelf feels; and all this ac- 


cording to the parts of the body affected by 
that taint. But it is neceſſary, for a more 
perfect underſtanding of it, to know wherein 


= this venom conſiſts, and what it 1s that occa- | 


ſions and produces it. 


This :venom is a perſect and total corrup- 
tion of the principles that compoſe the balm 


of nature, or the radical moiſture which pre- 


ſerves the animal, and maintains it ſound in 
all its parts. 

We will call theſe peibciples Galt ſulphur, 
and mercury, or the dry, hot, and moiſt of 
nature, whoſe union, in the ſeveral | opor- 
tions of nature, conſtitutes this vital balm, 
and whoſe alteration' is the cauſe of all mala- 
dies, and the principle of death, 

This alteration of principles happens when 
the proportions of nature are wanting, whence 
follows a diſunion. 

As this defect in the proportion i is greater 
or leſs, the diſunion is more or leſs entire, and 
the corruption more or leſs complete, and 
more or leſs dangerous, and more or leſs dif- 
ficult to cure. 

All our maladies, their differences and 
dangers, ariſe from no other quarter; conſe- 
quently it is from the knowledge and exami- 
nation of theſe defects, that we can tell the 
remedies proper to cure different maladies. 

The venereal diſeaſe is the moſt extenſive, 
the moſt diverſified, and one may call it the 
moſt conſiderable of all thoſe diſorders that 
attack the human body, as the ſource of its 

| | | | fire 
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fire lies in the parts of generation, and as its | 


venom infects at firſt the very ſemen, which 
is the pureſt part of man, and his vital prin- 
ciple; and as by that means it ſpreads 
throughout the moſt delicate parts of the 
body, and thoſe the moſt eſſential and moſt 
rn. f 

The principal cauſe of this compleat and 
total corruption, which forms the venereal 
venom, is the intemperance of our paſſions 


that carry us to uſe, without meaſure and 


rule, the act eſtabhſhed by nature for the 
propagation of the ſpecies. This inconteſta- 
ble truth has been acknowledged at all times, 
and the moſt voluptuous have not dar'd to 
diſpute it. : | 
Epicurus, that maſter of pleaſure, could 
not bring himſelf to careſs a woman, or ap- 
prove the exceſſive delights of love; he 
maintain'd that their embraces were the ca- 
pital enemies of our health; that in un- 
. bounded rencounters, all our principal parts 
ſuffer d, and that even our ſouls were in ſome 
meaſure affected. | 8 Conte 
In fact, the ſemen is, ſo to ſpeak, all ſpi- 
rit, and form'd of the pureſt and fineſt par- 
ticles of ſulphur, mercury, and eſpecially 
ſalt, as is plain from that lively ſenſation of 
pleaſure which is perceiv'd even in the parts 

the moſt remote from the centre. 
Now in rencounters, not ſo much for the 
ſake of natural generation and the production 
of its like, but rather for the ſake of pleaſure, 
| to 


md 
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to which we give ourſelves up without mode- 
ration or meaſure, intoxicated with theſe mur- 
derous delights, we repeat them to exceſs ; at 
which time the unctuous fluid 1s ſeparated and 
diſſipated, leaving behind only. a flegmatick 
humour, which, joined to a fire burning con- 
trary to nature, excited by the reiterated mo- 
tions and violent efforts made in the vagina, 
cauſes a fermentation, and the corruption of 
the ſemen in its proper ſubſtance; the in- 
fected ſpirits flow back in the body towards 
their ſource in the blood, and by their ren- 
counter and mixture, infect the other pure 


ſpirits diſperſed over the whole body, and each 


particular part thereof, in order to perform 
there all the functions proper for the preſer- 


vation of life, and the maintainance of health. 


However the natural heat being excited 


beyond meaſure, or even by means of its fa- 


culty proper for ſeparating and expelling the 
corruption which attacks the ſound parts, 
dries up and calcines the ſalt of the balm of 
nature This calcin'd ſalt becomes burning 
and cauſtick, it corrodes the fleſh, and forms 
ulcers therein; the more volatile part of this 
falt is carried towards the ſkin; that which 
goes to the ſurface forms pimples and little 
ulcers there, which cauſe ſhedding of the 


hair; the groſſer part of the falt ſtays be- 


hind in the middle of the fleſh, or attacks 
the nerves and muſcles, or penetrates into 
the bones. Hence ariſe ſmart and intolera- 
ble pains and other ſymptoms. 

That 
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upon the ſurface of the bones, and render it uneven ; tumours 
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That groſs portion of the ſalt which could 
not be rais'd towards the ſurface, and which 
remains in the centre of the parts, becomes, by 
a continu'd calcination, more fixt, more acrid 
and pungent; it turns to a tartarous matter, 
from which proceed tophus's and * nodus's, 
ſo difficult to be cur'd, not to fay incurable, 
by means of common remedies. 

Hence we ſay, that if a woman have to do 
with ſeveral men ſucceſſively, though very 
ſound, the mixture of thoſe different ſperms 


and ſemen, whoſe compoſition and conſtitu- 
tion is almoſt always different, will more rea- 


dily occaſion” a fermentation and diſunion of 
the principles in the genital parts of a wo- 
man, which will form there the pocky venom 
with which ſhe will be ſoon infected, and 
which ſhe will communicate to thoſe who 
ſhall have to do with her ; ſo that a woman 
and man once infected, will infe& all thoſe 
who ſhall have commerce with them ; and 
thus that ſhameful and cruel malady ſpreads 
univerſally, | 5 

The virulent matter may even be exalted 
in ſome perſons to ſuch a degree, that their 


very touch, their breath, their ſpittle, their 


2 Tophus's are hard eonereted tumours, which are formed in 


the joints of old gouty and pox'd perſons. | 


> Nodus's are almoſt the ſame thing as tophus's; that is to 
ſay, hard, indolent tumours, which riſe upon the joints, liga- 


ments, and tendons, and which almoſt always are a ſymptom 


of the pox or gout. We more commonly take for nodus's 
little puſtules or tumours, in form of ſmall knots, which riſe 


very frequent with pox'd and gouty perſons, - 
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garments, the cloaths in which they have 
lain and ſweated, the glaſſes, or other things, 
out of which they have drank, and which 
have not been waſh'd, may communicate 


W their taint, at leaſt in a certain inferior de- 


gree, but which, if neglected, may, according 
to its nature, without any thing farther, be- 
come conſiderable. | 

There are even learned phyſicians, who 


W have thought that the pox might be look'd 


z upon as an epidemical malady, which is often 


produced by external cauſes, as the influence 


of the ſtars, and a malignancy diffuſed in 


the air; an opinion which they ground upon 


the example of the Indians. 


1 leave the diſcuſſion of this point to the 
genuine and adept aſtrologers, who alone can 
find out the remedies proper againſt the in- 


fluence of malignant ſtars, 


I will only fay, that this malign influence 
can only be regarded as a partial and occaſi- 
onal cauſe, in ſo far as it facilitates and aug- 


ments the fermentation. | 


But there is a more important point to be 
decided, which authors have not ſufficiently 
attended to; to wit, whether the pocky taint, 


even the moſt malignant and moſt dange- 


rous, can be form'd ſolely by the wm 
rance and exceſs of two ſound perſons, who, 
in their commerce with each other, obſerve 


no meaſure in their ſenſual gratifications, and 


exceed the bounds of nature. Nothing hin- 


ders me to believe the thing poſſible, ſince 1 


look 
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look on this malady as a juſt puniſhment of 
their burning and unbridled luſt; as we ſhall 


endeavour to ſhow my in the following 


chapter. ä 
Cf A . HL 


In whith we will ſhow the antiquity of the 
fox ; and that it is poſſible to get this mas 
lady by an exceſs and intemperance, which 
ſtrains and 1 injures nature. 


1 N order to eſtabliſh our opinion, we act 
only make ſome obſervations upon the na- 
ture of this malady, and take notice of the 
embarraſment and uncertainty in which thoſe 
are involved, who have undertaken to eſta- 


bliſh the contrary, and fix the epocha when 


it began, and how it was introduced into 
Europe, and by whom ; a chaos which they 
have not been able to clear up. 

J am not ignorant of the learned diſſerta- 


tions which have been written upon the ſub- | 
ject by ſeveral hiſtorians, and ſeveral able | 


phyſicians ; yet, nevertheleſs, all the nations 
in Europe, nay, in the world, whether French, 


Spaniards, Neapolitans, or others, will not for- 


bear reclaiming, whilſt they obſtinately per- 


fiſt in aſſigning a new epocha, namely, about 
the end of the fourteenth century, and lay- 
ing the blame and reproach of this ſhameful 


malady, upon this or that nation, 
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Upon this ſubject there are very ſingu- 
lar opinions, which plainly ſhow, that the 
greateſt geniuſes, when they wander from 
the truth, are capable of the greateſt abſur- 
dities and deviations, _ 1 25 

Jerom Fracaſtorius, in a very elegant poem, 
has imagined, that the firſt who was infected 
with this malady, was a ſhepherd call'd Sy- 
philus. OE 1 8 TTY | | 
The fame Fracaſtorius, and Maſh, have 


look'd upon this malady as epidemical, and 


aſcrib'd the original cauſe of it, to the in- 
fluence of the ſtars ; and others, that it is“ 
endemical. | | 
Ciſalpin and Leonard Fioraventi, pretend, 
that the pox is owing, the one, to the mixin 
of human blood with wine, the other, to the 
eating of human fleſh ;- and the latter gives an 
account of ſeveral experiments which he pre- 
tends to have made on this ſubject, _ 
Van Helmont, an author otherwiſe ſo va- 
luable, gives a ſtory of the origin of the pox, 
that ſavours much of enthuſiaſm. *© A de- 
«« vout layman, ſays he, endeavouring to con- 
« jecture the reaſon why the pox had ap- 
< peared in the paſt age, and not before, fell 
into a trance, and had a viſion of a mare 
© very 
* Epidemical diſeaſes are ſuch as indifferently attack all ſorts 
of perſons during a certain time, and depend upon ſome com- 
mon and general cauſe, but withal accidental ; wherefore theſe 
maladies are contagious, but they are not all malignant. ; 
The diſeaſes common to certain countries are called en- 
demical ; they differ from epidemical in this, that epidemical 
diſeaſes rage only at a certain time, ariſing from ſome vicious 


quality in the air, whereas endemical ones are common at all 
tunes among a certain people, 
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very much troubled with the farcy.” From 
whence he ſuſpected, that at the ſiege of Na- 
ples, where this malady made its firſt ap- 
pearance, ſome man had had abominable 
commerce with a beaſt of the ſame kind, af- 
| fected with the ſame diſorder; and that af- 
terwards, by an effect of the divine juſtice, it 
had unhappily infected all mankind. 


Linder, a doctor of phyſick, refines farther F 


npon Van Helmont : he confidently affirms, 
in a differtation which he has given upon 
poiſons, that the pox derived, among the 
people of America, its original from ſodomy, 
formerly practiſed between men and large 
apes ; which are the ſatyrs of the ancients. 
We ſhould never have done, were we 
to give an account of all the vague, chime- 
rical, and extravagant notions which have 
been formed and publiſhed upon this ſubject. 
Hiſtorians are no better agreed among 
themſelves. What is reported of Chriſtopher 
Columbus, and his aſſociates, in the voyage, 
alledging, that, at their retarn from the In- 
dies, they brought with them this malady, is 
all nothing but a parcel of falſities and ana- 
croniſms. . 
 - Mezeray, of all the hiſtorians, is one of 
thoſe who has written the moſt judiciouſly 
upon this ſubject. What he ſays, ſeems to me 
worthy of being related. In the expedition 
of Charles VIII. into Italy, he concludes in 
theſe words; This expedition, happily be- 
* gun, ended unhappily ; the French brought 
WS 8 nothing 
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nothing back but a filthy malady, got by 
venereal infection; to which has been 
given the name of pox, on account of its 
livid puſtules. 

« This malady is the ſevere ſcourge of da- 
bauchery, the ſummary - of all evils, the 
reproach of phyſicians: in fine, it is an 


unconquerable monſter, which, changing 


into more forms than Proteus, hides itſelf 


from all remedies; ſince, ſome time after it 


has been laid aſleep, it again throws out its 
venom; and, tormenting theſe unhappy 
patients by numberleſs ſufferings, only 
gives them very late, and that after a thou 
ſand agonies, death, the nenn e which 
they can hope for. 

« Phyſicians almoſt all agree, at this day, 
that this malady is derived from the Indies, 
becauſe it is common in the iſlands of 
America, as the ſmall-pox is among us, 
and ſay, that it was brought over through 
the incontinence of the Caſtilians, who 


propagated it in Sicily, and the kingdom 


of Naples. 
But though, in fact, i it be like that of theſe 
iſlanders, and be cured by the ſame reme- 


dies, namely, guiajac and ſarſaparilla; ne- 


vertheleſs, this reaſon may be falſe, if what 
the learned Fracaſtorius ſays be true, that 
thiscalamity had been foretold by aſtrologers, 
as an effect of the ſtars ; that a great many 


“ were at firſt infected with it, even with- 


tc 


** out contact; Fg that, in the {ame years, 


F 1 
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£ other maladies, formerly unknown, were 
_ * obſerved to have had their birth.” 

All the concluſion that can be drawn from 
this piece of hiſtory of Mezeray's, ſetting 
aſide the moral of it, is, that the opinion 
commonly received among phyſicians, touch- 
ing the origin of the pox, is _ equivocal 
and uncertain. | 

If we examine the different names which 
have been given to this malady, our doubts 
will be augmented, our uncertainties con- 


firmed. 


We ſee, that bannt this kts rar be : 
os among a great many perſons in a | 

little time, it has been called by the 
name of the album of Avicenna, the ter- 
minthus of the Greeks, and a kind of puſtu- 
lous itch, which the ancients called ſahafati. 

Others obſerving that the patients ſuffer in 
all their joints, have called it arthritick; and 
others pſora, on account of the — it 
_ cauſes upon the ſkin. 

It has been farther alledged, that 3 it is the 
elephantiaſis that is, the leproſy, a contagion, 
and; the aſſemblage of all kinds of maladies. 

Some phyſicians, in their embarraſment, 
not knowing which fide to take, have adopt- 
ed, ſo to ſpeak, a kind of pyrrhoniſm, and 
pretend, that it is a doubtful, vague, and un- 
certain malady, which they could not range 
under any determinate genus. 

In fine, ſome have called it the ck of 
the ſtews, the ſhameful gout, the venereal 
7 caries, 
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| caries, the immodeſt puſtule, and the great 
ox, becauſe the venereal puſtules are pretty 
like thoſe of the ſmall-pox. It has had a 
great many other names given it, which I 
forbear mentioning, to avoid prolixity ; but 
whatever be the name and epocha of it, let 
us now come to the malady itſelf. 0 
There is no doubt, but the pox is the juſt 
puniſhment of fin; and, likewiſe, that all au- 
thors, even the moſt ſevere and reſerved, una- 
nimouſly agree, that this malady is a ſort of 
Proteus; and that it aſſumes the form of all 
maladies, nay, even of all the different forts 
of them. Which being ſuppoſed, it may be 
concluded, that it is as old as fin ; for more 
or leſs incontinence cauſes more or leſs infec- 
tion in. the man, which diſcovers itſelf - more 
or leſs. People tranſgreſs:the law of God and 
nature; the puniſhment of this tranſgreſſion 
is inflicted by the maladies, which, under diffe- 
rent forms, are all no other than ſo many par- 
ticular ſorts of pol. operant 
This is even the opinion of a gfeat man, 
who, after deep reflexion on this malady, aſ- 
W ſures us, that he is convinced, it is by the di- 
vine providence that the venereal evil has 
appeared upon earth, in order to he a reſtraint 
upon the boundleſs luſt of mankind, or to 
ſerre as a ſcourge. [int 5 hes : 
I believe that Cicero had juſt reaſon to 
dy, tho' upon another occaſion, that it was 
by a decree, very advantageous for mankind, 
1 F2 - „ 


68 4 on 


that crimes carry along with them their own , 
uniſhment. 


Galen obſerves, that in ſome 1 men 3 
the brain has been found extremely dimi. BY 
niſhed. We learn from experience, that in | 
fact it is cooled and dried thro' the loſs we ſul- tio 
tain of the animal ſpirits, and the humours, no 
What likelihood is there then, that, being 
thus diſpoſed, it can contribute to the health a, 
of the body, and furniſh out matter to concur ie 
in performing all the noble functions of the ha 
ſoul ? | all 

Thro' the loſs of ſpirits, the eyes become = 
hollow and fad, the cheeks hanging, the no- th. 
ſtrils dried up, the forchead parch'd and cal. bo 
lous, the hearing impair'd, the mouth ſtinking: an 
in a word, we fee, but too often, the fatal me 
effects of irregular amours. WI vii 

If the head has its maladies, the breafl : | 
ſaffers no leſs; men become phthiſical, and th; 
dried up, by reaſon of their too frequent wi 
commerce with women. pu 
As to women, they have their peculiar W par 
maladies, the cancer in the breaſt, the ſup-M | 
Frm or exceſs of the menſes, the whites, on 

ſterick fits, inflammations, abſceſſes, ſcir- Wl the 
he's ulcers, and the cancer in the matrix; = the 
they become barren, or ſubje& to abortions, ¶ mu 

or at leaſt the children which they bring for! 
forth are born with an univerſal eryſipelas, Bf ple 


being half corrupted, and all oyer covered = - 
with ulcers, and fcrophula's, pur 


a | =: bo 
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There is obſerved in the one and the other 
ſex, a ſtrange fire that conſumes the unctuous 
moiſture, ſo neceſſary for the heart; and a ſlow 
fever, that weakens and undermines them. 
; The ſtomach no longer performs its func- 
tons, its heat is diſſipated, and it produces 
nothing but crudities, inſtead of good chyle. 
From thence proceed ſo many catarrhs, de- 
fluxions, gouts, ſciatica's, rheumatiſms, drop- 
ſies, and nocturnal pains, which thoſe who 
W have been too much addicted to venery feel 
all their life long. „ 
It is from this poiſoned fountain, proceeds 
chat weakneſs of the nerves and joints of the 
body; and that, inſtead of a ſoft, balmy, 
; and glutinous humour, that facilitates the 
motion of all the parts, we find nothing but 
viſcidities. | 8 85 
= The natural parts are, in ſome ſort, thoſe 
chat ſuffer moſt, and the adjoining parts like- 
viſe feel the cruel uſage, and are, ſo to ſpeak, 
WT puniſhed for having contributed, on their 
part, to the exceſs of immoderate pleaſures, 
= I am far from exaggerating the matter; 
Jon the contrary, I keep within bounds : all 
che bowels, and generally all the parts of 
che body, feel this cruel malady, which 
WT multiplies and diſguiſes itſelf under different 
: u, tho' ariſing from the fame princi- 


= | he reaſon of this is, that the loſs of the 
pure ſpirits occaſions a defect of tone in the 
bowels, or interrupts their regular functions, 

5 A 


11 Ow -- 
a diſorder is induced into the fluids ; there 
reigns no more any harmony in the microcoſm, 
whereby the aliment, being ill prepared, and 


ill digeſted, becomes venomous. Sound phy- 


ſick, which is acquired in the knowledge and 


practice of chemiſtry, teaches, that each body | 


contains, in its proper bed, its arſenick and 
' poiſon, which is nothing elſe but its crude, 
undigeſted part, 


Once more; there is nothing ſtrained in 
the picture which I have juſt drawn of the 
maladies cauſed by the exceſs of an amorous 
paſſion ; they are the very fame with thoſe 
of the pox ſpecified, as ſhall be ſeen in what 


follows. 


But independently of the ſufferings of the 
body, which cannot be expreſſed, there i i 


ſtill one of greater importance. 


In fact, this unhappy paſſion corrupts our 
mind, abates our courage, and hinders the 
elevation of our ſouls ; a ſingle example is i 


ſufficient to convince us of this truth. 


Solomon, whom the holy ſcriptures have i 
ſurnamed the wiſe, had, by the multiplicity of 
women, and the immoderate commerce he 
had with them, corrupted his heart and 
mind, to ſuch a degree, that he ſacrificed to 
their idols, and died enervated in a kind of 


imbecility. 


o 


More authors than one have advanced, 
that there is but one temperament, and but | 
one malady ; we may with much more rea- 
ſon ſay, though in another ſenſe, that there b 
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but one remedy, and but one phyſician; a 
thing that may be eaſily underſtood, and that 
needs no farther explanation. | 
I am not of the opinion with thoſe who 
fix the epocha and introduction of the 
ſmall-pox into Arabia, to the ſecond century, 
becauſe I take this malady to have been as 
old as the world, and look upon it as an em- 
blem and figure of the great pox, and like 
a kind of inſtruction and warning to man- 
kind, to live in a prudent continence; and 
for this reaſon, we almoſt always have the 
RS fmall-pox in our younger days. e 
Por if we did not carry, in ſome meaſure, 
the ſeeds of this malady within us, ſhould it 
be poſſible, that it would have made impreſ- 
ſions ſafficiently ſtrong upon the blood of 
ſuch as have been firſt ſeiz d with it, for com- 
municating it from the father to the children, 
even for perpetuating itſelf, in ſuch manner, 
through the whole human race, that there is 
but a very ſmall number of perſons to be 
= found, who have not been ſeized with it, at 
tleaſt once in their life-time. Hy as 
= Hippocrates was acquainted with the ve- 
nereal diſeaſe, and has very accurately deſcri- | 
bed it in the third ſection of his book of epi- 
demics, where he ſpeaks of a malady accom- 
panied with a denudation of the bones, ſhed- 


ced, ding of the hair, an ignis ſacer, accompanied 
but with ſeveral ſmall ulcers, pains in different 
rea- parts, abſceſſes about the throat, teeth and 
re h gums, and with ulcers in the privy parts. Is 


but F 4 not 
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not this a picture to the life of the pox ? If 


the father of medicine have not called this 
malady, which he deſcribes, by the name of 
the pox, the reaſon is, becauſe in his time 
they had not agreed to call it ſo, yet it was 
nevertheleſs that malady. Ts 
Galen ſpeaks of this malady in different 
places of his works; be deſcribes the bubo's 
that break out on the groin, the gonorrhœa's, 
and preternatural tumours ; he treats of ſeveral 
ſorts of ulcers, whiciz we very often find in 
thoſe who have the pox. 
Avicenna, and the other Arabian phyſici- 
ans, likewiſe deſcribe a great many ſorts of 
ſwellings, which are ſo many ſymptoms of 
the pox; wherefore ſeveral phyſicians have 
maintained, as has been already obſerved, 
that what we, at this day, call the venereal 
evil, was the fahafati, mentagra, or puden- 
dagra of the Arabians. | 
In a word, whenever I ſhall find a perſon 
infected with a malady that attacks the whole 


body, corrupts the fluids in the veſſels and 
bowels, taints not only the fleſh, but the 


bones, cartilages, nerves, and the whole ner- 


vous ſyſtem, bubo's appearing on the groin, 


the genitals ulcerated, the ſkin full of puſ- 
tules, and other ſymptoms of that ſort, peo- 
ple may give that malady what name they 


pleaſe; for my part, I cannot forbear calling 


it the pox, 8 . 
Celſus, who has been looked upon as 


the Latin Hippocrates, gives ſuch a deſcrip- 


tion 


—  ———— — — —  —  — 
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tion of this very malady, that one cannot mi- 
ſtake it. We find, that anciently there were 


perſons troubled with ſwellings like a fig, 
foul ulcers, puſtules, and other ſymptoms, 
that are not equivocal, and which characte- 
rize the venereal diſeaſe. | 

To be the more convinced of this truth, 
we need only look at the title which William 


Salicet, who wrote in the year 1270, has 
given to the forty- eighth chapter of his ſur- 


gery ; of white puſtules, breakings-out, and 


e corruptions, which happen to the penis, and 


C about the prepuce, from having had deal- 
e ings with a common woman, whether ſhe 


ebe unſound, or it proceed from ſome other 
« cauſe.” 


| Gordon, a celebrated phyſician and pro- 
feſſor at Montpelier, who wrote in the year 
| 1305, in the title of his book, de paſſionibus 
 wirge, ſays, That among the external cau- 


* ſes of the maladies that happen to this or- 
* gan, we mult reckon that of having had 
„ to do with a woman whoſe matrix is im- 
% pure, virulent, and full of ſanious matter.“ 
How little ſoever one is capable of lending 
an ear to the truth, it appears to me, that a 


_ perſon cannot refuſe ſuch teſtimonies, with» 
out being extremely prejudiced. 


To the indefatigable, happy, and uſeful la- 


5 bours of M. Aſtruc, we owe an account of 


China, which ſhows us, 


1. That the venereal diſeaſe is altogether 


as common in this empire, as in Europe. 
2. 


| 
L 
| 
| 
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2. That the Chineſe phyſicians believe it 
has been ſo at all times. 

3. That their books of phyſick which paſs 
for the moſt ancient, far from making any 
mention of the beginning of the venereal diſ- 
| wie ſpeak of it as a very ancient malady. 

In fine, that the remedies for theſe ma- 
Mes are particularly mercury, but not ad- 
miniſtered without a previous preparation. 
All that has been added to theſe remarks, by 
way of diſſertation, attempting to weaken 
their force, is not capable of deltroying their 
accuracy and certainty. 

We may, in ſome meaſure, ſay of this able 
phyſician, what has been faid of Origen, that 
never man wrote or ſpoke better than he did, 
when he ſpoke or wrote well; and never 
man ſpoke or wrote worſe than he, when he 
ſpoke or wrote ill: . 


Us bene nemo melius ; ubi male nemo Peſus. | 


This requires ſome explanation on my 
part, leſt any mifinterpretation ſhould be 
made of my meaning. I declare, that among 
the great number of authors which I have 
read, and endeavoured afterwards to recon- 
cile by aſſiduous pains, continual reſearches, 
and a great number of experiments which | 
have made, I found nothing ſo compleat and 
finiſh'd, as M, Aftruc's book : I ſhould till 
continue to admire him, did he not ſeem to 
me a little too much prejudiced in favour of 

ſtrong frictions, and plentiful ſalivations, in 
order 
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order to give a new epocha to the origin of 
the pox, and totally to diſcard the prepara- 
tions of mercurial remedies from being ad- 
miniſter'd internally to cure this malady. It 
is therefore, with regard to that wherein we 
differ as to opinion, that I mean, when I fa 
that he has written and ſpoken ill, and no- 
otherwiſe; for as to the reſt of his treatiſe, 

which comprehends, in general, all the vene- 
real maladies, their ſymptoms, circumſtances, 
and dependencies, I admire his method, and 
I lay it down as a rule, with very little ex- 
ception, for myſelf to follow and practiſe. I 
go farther ; I exhort all thoſe who would de- 
fire to perfect themſelves in the cure and ma- 
nagement of this malady, to ſtudy his works 
attentively, it being in ſome ſort penn 
to find a greater maſter. 

Did it not break in upon the brevity which 
J have propoſed to myſelf, I might eaſily ad- 
duce a great many more teſtimonies; among 
others, the opinion of Gaſſendi, who like- 
wiſe maintains the antiquity of the pox, Let 
us therefore cut ſhort, and hold to the defi- 
nition which M. Col de Villars gives of this 
malady, in his dictionary, being perſuaded 
that I unite all the opinions of the good au- 

thors that have gone before us, in that of 
this modern author; and that I oppoſe opi- 
nion againſt opinion of two celebrated mo- 


dern authors, both great Phyſicians in che 
ſame univerſity. 


In 
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In fine, I ſhall cloſe this chapter with 
quoting what has been ſaid by Martial, in | 
one of his epigrams; and by Juvenal, in one 
of his ſatires; which is more than ſufficient | 
to decide the diſpute in favour of thoſe who 
maintain the antiquity of this malady. 

„The pox, ſays Col de Villars, is a con- 
tagious malady, originally contracted from 
impure dealings with a looſe woman, which 
ſhows itſelf by different ſymptoms, the prin- 

cipal of which are ſhancres in the privy parts 
of the one and the other ſex, namely, ſuch | 
excreſcences as warts, nodes, ficus's, thy= | 
mus's, hard or ulcerous puſtules, and other 
ſpecies of excreſcences, condyloma's in the 
ſame parts, in the fundament, and in the in- 
ternal and upper parts of the thigh ; virulent 
gonorrhœa's, phymoſis, and paraphymoſis ; 
bubo's in the groin, ſometimes in the arm- 
pits ; livid pimples on the forehead ; eating 
tetters ; leperous ſcabs ; phagedenick ulcers in 
different places, particularly in the mouth, 
palate, and noſe; wandering and nocturnal 
E through all the members; obſtinate 
headachs; and a great number of other ſymp- 
toms, under which this troubleſome malady 
conceals itſelf, and that without any fever. 
It is true, that theſe do not all meet in the 
ſame perſon, but a good many of them 
muſt concur to characterize this malady. The 
„ _ French ſoldiers having been infected with 
the great pox in the kingdom of Naples, un- 
der Charles VIII. gave riſe to its being called 
| Js the 
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the Neapolitan diſeaſe. The Italians, on the 
other hai, believing that the French had 
brought it into their country, call it the 
French diſeaſe; as it is common in Spain, it 
has alſo been called the Spaniſh diſeaſe. Be- 
fore the war in Italy, under Charles VIII. 
this malady was ſo little known, that ſome 
people fix the epocha of its original to this 
time; but it is as old as debauchery in the 
world, A found woman, proſtituting her- 
ſelf to ſeveral men equally ſound, gets it, and 
communicates it to others. It may then 
have begun as early as there have been. looſs 
women, and that has been ſome time, 


Ficoſa eſt uxor, ficoſus & ipſe maritus ; 
Filia ficoſa 915 & gener atque ſocer : - 
Nec diſpenſator, nec villicus ulcere turpi, 
Nec rigidus foſſor, ſed nec arator eget. 
Cum fint ficoft pariter juveneſque ſeneſque, 


Res mira eft, ficos non habet unus ager. 
Epigr. MART. I. 7. art. 70. 


That is, the wife has got the ficus, and 
the huſband too ; the daughter has it, and 
the ſon-in-law, and the father-in-law... The 
overſeer, and the farmer, are not without a 

filthy ulcer; and the ſturdy ditcher, and 
ploughman, have their ſhare too; ſince young 
and old alike, in this family, have the fig, it is 
ſurprizing that not one field of theirs has any. 
It is to be remarked, that the point of this 
epigram lies in the alluſion between the latin 
word ficus, n ſignifies a ſhameful mala - 


I 1 
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dy, and a fig, which all the world knows i „ 


a fruit youd to eat. 10 


—Yuis enim non vicus abundat 
Triſtibus obſceenis? caſtigas turpia quum fis 


Inter focraticos notiſſima foſſa cinedss. 


 Hiſpida membra quidem, & dura Per brachia 
Tere” * 


Promittunt atrocem animum, ſed podice lzvt 
Cæduntur tumidæ, medico ridenti, eee 


Juv. Sat. 2. l. 9. 


That i is, What place is not full of Hypo- 
erites, who lead an infamous life? You de- 
claim againſt the vices of others, whilſt you 


yourſelf are the common pathick to aban-. 


doned debauchees, who pretend to be fol- 
lowers of Socrates. To ſee the roughneſs 
which is over all your body, one would take 
you for no ſuch infamous perſon, but rather 
for a grave philoſopher ; but, however, you 
are cut for large excreſcences in your funda- 


dament, whilſt the ſurgeon cannot forbear : 


laughing at you. 

Let us conclude this chapter; with faying; 
that there are a great many cauſes of this 
cruel malady, ſome internal, and others ex- 


ternal ; ſome antecedent, and others con- 
ſequent ; ſome proper, general, and efficient, 


and others common, partial, and occafional. 
Upon once knowing the nature, cauſes, 
and effects of the venereal venom, it- is no 


difficult matter to know the qualities of the 


reinedy one ſhould uſe in the cure thereof ; 
| con- 
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conſequently, one may eaſily judge, if what is 
propoſed for this end is proper. to anſwer it 
truly; or whether it be but indifferent and 
uſeleſs, or whether it be not even contrary to 
it, and dangerous. 
I ſhall fay nothing of my own experi- 
ence, as to the cures I have performed; I 
ſubmit myſelf to the examination and judg- 
ment of learned phyſictans, and to the deci- 
ſion of ſkilful perſons, well diſpoſed towards 
the public. 1. A 
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VENE REAL MALA DIES. 
A) 5 3 is 
: tl 
Containing, 1. An account of common mercury, Mt © 
3 cc 
or quickfilver. 2. The purifications and 1 
preparations of this mixt. 3. A treatiſe ¶ ci 
on the viper, its preparation and quinteſ- WM ot 
ſence. be 
a T K f 
1. : 
What common mercury, or quickſilver, is. lic 
— —] an 
N order to work any mixt well, a perſon of 

muſt firſt know it well; wherefore we 
will enter upon a circumſtantial detail, in of 
order to explain what mercury is. m 
It is a very common, but one of the grofieſt BM th 
errors, to imagine that the common mercury, m 
or quickſilver, either is, or contains in itſclf, Pu 
the general ſeed of metals; and that all me- lal 


tals, 
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tals, before they become ſpecified, have be- 
gun by being that mercury, which afterwards 
comes to be ſuch or ſuch a metal, either per- 
fea or imperfect, according to the quality of 
the plac@where nature has lodged it, in or- 
der to work it, and make it either gold or 
filver, copper, iron, tin, or lead. Certainly 
common mercury is not the ſeed of metals. 
Metals have not been the ſame with common 
mercury, before they have arrived at what 
they are; and this mereury, or quickſilver, 
is itſelf a genuine metal, imperfect; it is true, 
tho' leſs ſo than any of the other metals. - 

Without giving a detail of the phyſical 
reaſons that may deſtroy this error, I will 


content myſelf with giving only one reaſon 


which diſcovers its abſurdity. Common mer- 
cury is much purer than lead, and all the 
other imperfect metals: Now if nature ſhould 
begin the compoſition of metals with quick- 
filver, it would by its coction render this 
ſeed worſe, inſtead of perfecting it. It is like 
all the other metals produced from a metal- 
lick ſeed, formed by another ſort of mercury, 
and ſpecified by the quality and proportions 
. 24s +  <ore 
This metal is compoſed of an equal part 
of the metallick moiſture, which is the true 
mercury, and of the dry hot part, which is 
the ſulphur; both the one and the other al- 
moſt entirely diveſted of all elementary im- 
purities, and joined together with a very little 


lalt, - El 
| a. It 


82 Tanne or 7 
It is this equality of ſulphur and mer@@y, 
or of dry and moiſt, which makes them unite 
together, ſo that neither of the two is predo- 
minant, but equally tempered together; which 
is likewiſe the reaſon that this mggal moves 
and rolls continually about, without being 
able to ſtop, on account of the fluidity of the 
mercurial part, which is a humid of a ſpheri- 
cal form; but yet, without this humidity 
ever wetting any thing it touches, on account 
of the dryneſs of the equal part of ſulphur, 
and the want of ſalt, which hinders the ad- 

heſion. 3 
Though this point be ſufficiently clear, 
and it give us a juſt idea of mercury, how. i 
ever that does not ſerve to complete our de- 
ſign, which is to leave no doubt as to the 
knowledge of this mixt, at leaſt as much a; 
is poſſible; let us therefore endeavour to come 
nigher to the ſubject, in order to arrive at 2 
more perfect inſight into it. 


ART. 4 = 

Few perſons are ignorant that quickſilver, 
or common mercury, grows, and that it 
found in mines as other metals are. It is 
called hydrargyrum, quickſilver, filver-water, 
as it were; for mercury is fluid, like water, 
and of the colour of filver ; it is called for 
the ſame reaſon quickſilver ; beſides, it is 
called mercury, becauſe it is volatile, and al- 
ways in motion; as formerly they painted 
Mercury the meſſenger of the gods, ſon of 


Jupiter 
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Jupiter and Maia, the daughter of Atlas, and 
becauſe the aſtrologers, and true chemiſts, 
pretend that it receives influences from the 
planet M ↄ . 

Mercury therefore is a fluid and moving 
metal, of the colour of ſilver, very heavy, yet 
neyertheleſs volatile, penetrating, and eafily 
amalgamating with gold and filver. There 
are three ſorts of it. Wn, 5 

The firſt ſort, which is found quite fluid, 
and almoſt pure in the mines, is very rare, 
and the beſt ſort, and is called virgin- mer- 
cury. They have a proof of its goodneſs by 
this, namely, when they have amalgamated 
ſome gold with this virgin-mercury, the amal- 
gama being put into the fire, the mercury en- 
| tirely carries off the gold, which the other 
mercury does not. 


The ſecond ſort is got by frequent waſh- 
ing from it the earth with which it is im- 
pregnated; and when they can ſeparate no 
more of this earth from the mercury by 
means of water, they put the earth into iron 


Iver, BY retorts, and diſtil it, whereby is got a com- 
it mon mercury, very much inferior to the 
It » virgin ſort, - „ : 
ater, WE The third ſort of mercury is that which 
rater, WE unites and incorporates in the mine with ſul- 
d for phur; when ſome ſubterraneous heat promotes 
it the mixture, it is ſublimed, and becomes what 
d al. BY they call natural or mineral cinnabar, in the 
a ſame manner as the artificial cinnabar is made, 
IN 


That which comes from Carinthia, is the 
moſt eſteemed, and holds the middle place, 
= = 
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hl as to goodneſs, between the virgin and the 
il common mercury. 
1 One cannot be too exact in the choice of 
I mercury, which may be impure, either be- | 
1 cauſe it commonly retams ſome impurity 
if! | from its matrix, which is the place of its {Ml ; 
Wh ] origin; or on account of ſome foul earthy 
ill! particles, and ſome other impurities, that | 
ji ſpoil it ; or on account of ſome impure mix. 
i ture, amalgamation, and adulteration of the 
i | merchants who fell it. | | ; 
Ul With regard to the choice which ought to 
11 be made as to its origin, we muſt always take 
431 that which is near the mines of the purct 
I! and nobleſt metals, conſequently thoſe of | 
if old; wherefore the mercury from Spain and Ml _ 
i Hungary has very juſtly the preference. ⁵ 
181 Ihe matters which naturally ſpoil mercun i : 
i are arſenick, antimony, lead, and cadmia; Wl | 
fl but there is another artificial adulteration, Ml . 
1 which is very difficult to be diſcovered, e- 
| ther by the eye, or by the weight, for it xl 
il mixt with ſome portion of lead or biſmuth, Jil | 
1 in ſuch a manner, that the whole paſſe 
4 through ſhamois leather, without leaving af « 
11 thing behind. 1 5 : 
| F bere is ſold at Paris a great deal of adul 
| | terated mercury, particularly that which i 
vi taken from the back of broken looking -g: 
| | ſes; which is no other than mercury amalg: p 
1 mated with tin; and this is what they ci 
{ - quickfilvering, 1 
I „ pr 
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frauds, as has been ſhewn by Le Fevre and 
Lemery ; the firſt is to diſtil mercury in a 
retort ; for if no impurity remain at the bot- 
tom, it is a ſign that the quickſilver is pure. 


ſign of its impurity and adulteration. 

The matter in hand is too ſerious and im- 
portant, not to agree, that all theſe trials and 
purifications are but ſuperficial, weak, and in- 
ſufficient, to flatter ourſelves with having got 


a pure mercury, ſuch, in a word, as it ought 


to be, in order to be able to adminiſter it 


ſnow, not only the method of rectifying its 
abuſes, but likewiſe that of purifying it tho- 
roughly, in treating of its preparation. 

Before we enter into this detail, let us ſee 
what that able phyſician and chemiſt Boer- 


Sir Iſaac Newton, 


"Ide opinion of BOERHAAVE. 

Mercury is the heavieſt of all liquids, and 
though you have divided it as much as poſ- 
ſible, yet it may be divided till farther, as 
may be conceived from its penetration, where- 


by it runs through all bodies, except glaſs : 


it ſhows, that its leaſt particles have their 
: 3 ſpecifick 


The ſecond way 1s, to make it evaporate in a. 
filver ſpoon laid upon lighted coals ; for if the 
mercury leave behind only a yellow or white 
ſtain, it is a ſign of its purity ; but if it leave 
a brown, black, or dark ſtain, it is a plain 
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There are two ways to diſcover partly theſe 


with ſucceſs ; wherefore we will accurately 


haave ſays of it, after the experiments of 
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ſpecifick gravity greater, in proportion, than 
that of other bodies, and On to 
the weight of the whole maſs. 
Hence it comes to paſs, that if mercury 
be mixed with any other fluid, and this mix- 
ture be put in motion by the ſame agent, the 
mercury moves ſwifter than the other fluid, 
and keeps in motion much longer, becauſe 
its particles impel thoſe of the other fluid 
which have leſs motion: it penetrates into 
them, by dividing and breaking them aſun- 
der by its extreme velocity, and by commu- 
nicating to them a greater motion. 
Tho this action of mercury upon other 
fluids depends ſolely upon its ſolidity, yet 
it may be encreaſed by reducing it into 
parts ſtill ſmaller, becauſe then each of iti 
articles receives an additional power of act- 
Fs in proportion to the encreaſe of its fir- 
CE, p 
The mercury which we receive into out 
body, at leaſt as it is commonly given, does 
not act upon our fluids, but in proportion to 
their contents in the ſmalleſt veſſels, for in 
the large veſſels it gathers into drops, and 
does not mix intimately with our fluids; but 
when it has paſſed into the ſmalleſt veſſels, 
the ſtraitneſs of the paſſages obliges it to di- 
vide itſelf into very minute particles, and then 
it mixes intimately with our fluids ; whence 
we have reaſon to believe, that it does not 
act immediately upon the blood, but upon 
the lymph contained in the ſmalleſt — 
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We may likewiſe deduce, from this ſup- 


poſition, the reaſon why theſe remedies ope» 


rate more effectually in bodies that are trou- 
bled with obſtructions, as for inſtance in thoſe: 


attacked with the pox, the dropſy, or ſcurvy, 8 
than in ſuch bodies where all the veſſels are 


etty clear and open. 

From theſe obſervations we may conclude, 
that when once the mercury enters into our 
bodies, it divides and breaks the molecules 
of our fluids, which were too cloſely united 


| together, and conſequently that our fluids, by 


what mechanical reaſon ſoever it be, are com- 
minuted and broken aſunder, in ſuch a man- 


| ner, that they are reduced into parts as ſmall 


as can be imagined, and which, for that rea- 


bon, are capable of gliding eaſily through the 


lateral lymphatick ducts. | 

Now that mercury has all the efficacy which 
we pretend, we have an inconteſtable proof 
of it by the following example; if the faliva, 
or urine, be reduced into very minute parti- 
cles, either by its own. attrition, or by the 
heat of the ſun or fire, it yields as fetid a 
ſmell as that of the ſaliva which has been 
put into motion and evacuated by mercury. 

Upon theſe reaſonings and obſervations, - 
both of Newton and Boerhaave, which we 


| havejuſt related, there will ariſe a great many 


things to be ſaid. Though they be authors 
of high reputation, yet they cannot impoſe 
upon the truth, Had Boerhaave, as good 
2 naturaliſt as an able phyſician and chemiſt, 

he G4, - fence 
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ſear ched more into the nature of mercury 


to the bottom, he would not have confined 

himſelf to the virtues which he aſcribes to it, 

that may he called its external virtues, name- 
Iy, its ſpherical figure, its weight, penetration, 
volatility, and. the like ; he would have paſſed 
on to its virtues, which I will call internal, 
which it contains in its very centre, and 
would have agreed, that this mixt requires, 


before. it be taken inwardly, to be purified, 


worked, and pzepared ; becauſe, otherwiſe, 
its admirable virtues are ſtifled, as it were, 


under the preſſure of its earthy impurities, 


and the corruption of its original ; that, in 
ſhort, it is neceſſary and indiſpenſable to ſe- 
parate from this mixt, as in general from all 
the other mixt bodies of nature, the pure 
from the impure : but let us ſupply what he 
has been deficient in, and in fact give an ac- 
count of the internal and ſubſtantial virtues 
| which mercury, when well prepared, con- 
tains; a thing which will be very much to 
our purpoſe, that is, make it better known; 
and conſequently we ſhall be better enabled 
to work and adminiſter it. 


; Ax r. III. 
Though in general mercury has nat been 


— known, and ſtill leſs well prepared, 
owever it is a point decided, that it is the 


moſt powerful, and the beſt ſpecifick, of all 


the remedies we have for the cure of venereal 
maladies ; but this mixt ſhould be extremely 
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pure, and diſengaged from all its groſs and 


carthy parts, ſince it contains an alkaline mild 
ſalt, which acts upon an acrid and pungent 


| one, and diveſts it of its cauſtick quality; 


that it has a great deal of natural fire, which 
is not a burning and deſtructive fort, but an 
inflaming, fomenting, and digeſting one ; that 
it deſtroys the acidity. or crudity which might 
be predominant and noxious ; that it is re- 
pleniſhed with that unctuous and radical moi- 
{ture which conſtitutes the balm of life ; that 
it is very penetrating and active, and altoge- 
ther ſpirit ; that it repairs thoſe which are 
diſſipated or corrupted ; that, in fine, it carries 
life and health through all the parts of the 
body, and thoſe the moſt remote from the 
centre, But this mixt muſt be prepared. in 
ſuch a manner, as that it may contain no- 
thing that may obſtruct the effects which we 


g require to be performed by it upon nature. 


Can it be ſaid, that crude, corporeal, earthy, 


and groſs mercury, ſuch as it is adminiſter- 

ed in frictions, bolus's, or panacza's, groſſſy 

Work'd, without art, ſkill, principles, or diſ- 
cernment, and in ſome ſort at a venture, 


ſhould have the neceſſary qualities which we 


have juſt aſſigned it? Should not we, on the 


_ contrary, agree, that it is dangerous, often 
uſeleſs for a true and radical cure; that it 
operates only by its weight and volatility ; by 
which means breaking and attenuating the 
fluids often beyond meaſure, carrying along 
with it, at random, the groſs and vitiated 
Y op pany 
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parts, changes the very form of the malady, 
moves it into ſome other place, varies the 
ſymptoms; and ſo deceives the credulous pa- 
tient, and the beſt meaning phyſician? 
By its carthy quality it gives hold to acids, 
vrhich ſtop and coagulate it in the ſmall in- 
terſtices of the nerves and joints, into which 
it had introduced itſelf; we are obliged to 
acknowledge theſe troubleſome and too fre- 
quent inconveniencies, which prolong and 
augment ſmart, cruel, and inſupportable pains, 
and which heighten the malady, very far 
from curing it. 8 5 
But as mercury contains in itſelf, ſubſtan- 
tially, all the requiſite, uſeful, and neceſſary 
alities for curing venereal maladies in gene- 
ral; and that there is no farther need in order 
to cure theſe maladies, but to prepare it well, 
and work it philoſophically, to ſubtilize and 
render it pure and perfect in quinteſſence; one 
may juſtly give this mixt all manner of enco- 
miums, and aſcribe to it all the requiſite vir- 
rues and qualities, eſpecially if wg conform 
ourſelves to the opinion of the moſt celebra- 
ted phyſicians, who would have it mixed 
with a quinteſſence of vipers, a thing that 
augments its virtues very conſiderably, and 
leaves nothing wanting for a radical cure. 
As in the courſe of this work I ſhall have 
6ccaſion to ſpeak of mercury, and make its 
virtues more and more known, I will end 
this chapter by ſaying of this mixt what I 
have already ſaid of the pocky taint, though 
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in another ſenſe; it is a Proteus, which af 
ſumes all manner of ſhapes. | 7 


C H A P. II. 
Concerning the purifications and preparations 


of mercury. 


HERE are ſome truths ſo ſtriking, 
that all the world are forced to aſſent to 
them; of this nature is that in general about 
the purification of mixt bodies, of what ge- 
nus, ſpecies, or kingdom ſoever, in order to 
ſeparate the pure from the impure ; however 
it is not ſufficiently attended to, and unhap- 
Ss pily it is neglected. But be that as it will, 
J ſhall not inſiſt upon eſtabliſhing, that all 
the beings in nature require a purification and- 
3 that each of them, more or leſs, 
as its excrementitious impurities; we will 
only ſay, that mercury, amongſt all the me- 
tals, is that which has the worſt ſort of im- 
purity, and, conſequently, that which has 
greateſt need of preparation and purification. 
In fact, we are not ignorant of the ravage it 
commits in the human body, when it is ill 
adminiſtered; nor of the fatal effects it pro- 
duces upon thoſe whoſe buſineſs it is to take 
it out of the mines; and that only malefac- 
tors are employed in that work, In fine, we 
know the prejudice it does to tradeſmen who 
uſe it in their buſineſs. Even the land which 
lies near the mines where it is, is barren, and 
the little it produces, at 4 certain diſtance, is 
5 | killing, 
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killing. I am not at all ſurpriſed, if Fernel, 
and other learned phyſicians, have abſolutely 
adviſed not to make uſe of mercury, looking 
upon it as a very pernicious and mortal poi- 
ſon. But theſe learned men, learned as they 
were, without doubt were ignorant of its pu- 
rifications and preparations, in ſuch a man- 
ner, that the experience we have of its poi- 
ſon is a plain conviction of the excellent vir- 
tues it contains; ubi virus, ibi virtus; where 
there is poiſon, there, there is virtue. 


F e 


The firſt purification and preparation of mer- 
cury, as practiſed by the author. 

Take as much as you pleaſe of revived 
mercury, mineral cinnabar ; or take common 
cinnabar, which muſt be reduced to an arti- 
ficial cinnabar in the ordinary manner, which 

 Lemery teaches very well; afterwards revive 
it with filings of very clean ſteel*. This re- 
vived mercury waſh with vinegar and ſalt, 
then dry it with a linen-cloth, and paſs it 
through ſhamois leather, . In this ſtate it 
muſt likewiſe be killed in the uſual manner, 
and reduced to a powder with ſpirits of _ of 
This 


4 This reviving may be performed with ſalt of tartar and 
quick lime, and it is even preferable to that with filings ; it is 
true, it coſts a little more, and the proceſs is more tedious ; 
but when tbe queſtion is about making the beſt ſort, the trou- 
ble and expence ſhould be no hindrance. 
d 'This ſolution is made with equal parts of mercury and 
good ſpirits of nitre, poured upon the mercury, by little and 

tle, in a glaſs laid in a gentle aſh or ſand-heat, either to 
22 a greater action in the ſpirits of nitre, and that the ſo- 

ution may be quickly made; or that after the ſolution ſhall be 
made, we may, if we will, cauſe the ſpirirs of nitre to evapo- 
rate by a flow heat, . 
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This done, you will ſublime it for three times 
with vitriol and nitre, perfectly purified ©; 
then make the whole into a powder ſepa- 
rately, in a marble or glaſs mortar, and mix 
with the mercury an equal weight of each, 
which you willput into a glaſs retort®, two- 
thirds at leaſt empty, and you will fit a reci- 
pient to it, for receiving the ſpirits from the 
vitriol and nitre ; and after giving a very ſoft 
degree of fire for two hours, you will heigh- 
ten it gradually, till all the fpirits are come 
over into the reciptent, which you will know 
by the blanching of the upper part of the re- 
tort, by the ſubliming mercury ; then increaſe 
the fire in order to finiſh the ſublimation, 
which will hold you for about four hours 
longer. | Fon nf 
After your ſublimation is finiſhed, and the 
retort cooled, you will break it, and take out 
all the mercury ſublimed to the top, and in 
the neck ©, which you will reduce to a powder 
1 with 
© We muſt always obſerve it as a circumſtance highly eſſen - 
tial, that the intermediate bodies, which ſhall be employed for 
making the ſublimations of the mercury with, be pure and 
untainted ; otherwiſe their impurities will add to the impuri- 


ties of the mercury, inſtead of removing thoſe it naturally has. 
The vitriol muſt be dried to whiteneſs by a gentle degree of 
heat, which ſhall only evaporate its phlegm, and not its vola- 
tile ſpirits. No other purer and more perfect nitre can poſſibly 
be uſed, than that whoſe preparation we have taught in the 
poſthumous works of M. de Grimaldi, and which we muſt 
uſe preferably to that of the third or other boiling. 

The retort muſt be luted for three-fourths of its capacity 
with a good luting. In our ſublimations we uſe a retort and 
recipient preferably to aludels, bolt-heads, and other veſlels, 
as we would preſerve the ſpirits of vitriol, nitre, or ſalt, which, 

in their paſſage, penetrate even the body of the mercury. 
© This obſervation is highly neceſſary, and cannot be too 
much recommended ; We mult take of this ſublimate mercury 


8 only 
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with a glaſs peſtle, in a mortar of the ſame 
kind, and ſearcing it, you will continue to 
mix it with a like weight of pure vitriol and 
nitre.; and putting this mixture into a new 
glaſs retort, you will pour to it the liquor 
which came over in the firſt ſublimation into 
the receiver, and that with ſome precaution; 
then place your retort in the ſand, and pro- 
ceed with a ſecond ſublimation, which you 
will conduct as the firſt; and make a third 
in like manner, which will be three ſubli- 
mations of the mercury with the vitriol and 
nitre. After having thus performed theſe 
three ſublimations, you will continue to make 
ſeven more, with equal weights of decrepi- 
tated ſea-falt alone, highly purified ; you 
will conduct theſe ſublimations, with the ſalt, 
in the ſame manner, and with the ſame cir- 
cumſtances, as was explained for the vitriol 
and nitre, renewing at each ſublimation the 
ſalt, and impregnating, in the ſame m—— 
| | Cr | e 


only what is hard, compact and cryſtalline, and rejeR, as per- 
nicious to every ſublimation, what is light and volatile, and 
in form of a. looſe meal ſticking to the glaſs, and which is the 
moſt poiſonous part of the mercury, 8 RON 
f 'Theſe ſpirits muſt be poured. with precaution ; that is, 
gradually, for fear leſt the too great violence and ſuddenneſs 
of their action ſhould break the retort, 
The falt muſt be-purified in the courſe of the decrepita- 
tion, and then the ſeveral deſiccations, lotions, or ſolutions, be 
made in good clear and-neat rain water, together with the 
evaporations and cryſtallifations. It muſt alſo be obſerved, 
that it is neceſſary to uſe, as an intermediate for the ſalt, an 
equal weight of white glaſs, clean, and groſsly pounded. This 
intermediate body has nothing, and can therefore impart no- 
thing : the only reaſon of adding it is, to prevent the matter 
from ſinking too low, and to favour the ſublimation, 
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into the recipient“. 
The ſecond operation. 


Take the mercury, which you have ſubli- 
med, reduce it to a fine powder, with the 
requiſite precautions i, and put it into a good 
matraſs, or bolt- head, and, ppur upon it alittle 
of the univerſal ſolar and aftral * ſpirit, 7— 


b The ſpirits æemaining after the ſublimations, , both of the 


falt, the vitriol, and the. nitre, will make a perfect aqua 1 
or aqua regia, which, upon ocęaſion, will ſerve to perform all 


ſorts. of metallic and mineral ſolutions. 1 
This mercury, thus purified, prepared, and ſublimed in 
this firſt operation, is fit to relent, or. give of itſelf, become 
a water, ſpirit, or oil; and, with the proper additions, be a 
cure for the diſeaſe intended to be treated. Af mercurius 1525 
may be made of it, or it may be reyiyed, and brought ba 
to running mercury, and then be more effectually uſed for 
reien, precipitates, and generally.gny preparations and g. 
medies at pleaſure ; this preparation and purification being the 


point from which we ought to ſet out in treating mercury. 


And yet a.long courſe of ſtudy, of painful labour and toil, and 
a happy experience, have taught us, and with ardour and 
pleaſure we 1mpart it to the publick, that the remedy-we give 
15 the beſt, and the moſt efficacious, that can be prepared and 


adminiſtered for a radical cure; and yet this not hinder 


me from giving other ions ſtill, both the fruit of my 
own labour, and of the moſt celebrated artiſts. I conclude 
theſe remarks with a reflection, which I addreſs to the genuine 
phyſician, whom I ſhall always have a great regard for; you 
cannot be ſuppoſed ſufficient for every thing ; I give you what 
is 2 excellent, and I beg of you to accept of it for the 
publick benefit, and to put it in practice. Far be from us a 
mean and baſe jealouſy ; I agree, with theſe gentlemen, that 


to diſtinguiſh the good, and perform it, is far more glorious 
than to have diſcovered it. | 


* Becauſe it is extremely active and corrofive, and may hurt 
and prejudice the health. | ; 

We ſhall explain, in the body of the work itſelf, the aſtral 
ſpirit, and the manner of procuring it; in defect of which we 
may uſe a pure ſpirit of may-dew, purified, 2 


——ů — — 
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that at firſt you will only put to it what may 
ſerve to moiſten it; cloſe up, very exactly, the 
matraſs, or bolt-head, with a good lute, toge- 
ther with its capital and recipient, and placing 
it on the lukewarm aſhes, leave it to the fame 
degree of heat for twenty-four hours; after 
which, opening your veſſel, you will imbibe 
afreſh the matter with the ſame ſpirit ; cloſe 
up again the matraſs, and leave it to the ſame 
degree of fire for the ſame time as before; 
which you will continue to do in the ſame 
manner, till your mercury has drank up al- 
moſt its weight of this ſpirit, or refuſe to 
drink any more. 5 
Take then, for inſtance, a pound of your 
ſublimate, ſuch as we have prepared it, and 
as much of the filings of ſtecl, neat and fine; 
rub the ſublimate very fine, and add to it 
the filings ; put the mixture into a cellar, 
or other cool place, upon a glaſs table, with 
a ledge and beak®, under which muſt be 


| placed 
and reCtified at leaſt ſeven times. And as we deſign to omit 
nothing that may be of —_ we apprize, that the aſtral ſpi- 
rit ſhould, in like manner, be dephlegmated, before uſing it 
for imbibitions ; and that when we purify this ſpirit by diſtil. 
lation, the ſpirits rife firſt, then the phlegm, at laft an oil, or 
a fixt ſpirit ; the phlegm only is to be laid aſide, and the two 
volatile and fixed ſpirits joined together ; conſequently, the re- 
cipient muſt be ſhifted. As to the phlegm we have ſe 
it is neceſſary for diſſolving and purifying the fixed ſalt, which 
ſhall remain at the bottom of the veſſel, after the diſtillation of 
the ſpirits, mixed with a terreſtrial matter, of which it ſball be 
diſcharged by the faid phlegm.  _ 55% A 1 

m It were much better to put, inſtead of the filings, ſome 

ſulphur, or crocus martis ; that is my method, I ſhall have 
occaſion td teach the manner of preparing it, when I come to 
treat of the gonorrhcea and its conſequences, . ' - , 
2 This ledge may be made with wax and pitch worked up 
together ; or you may uſe a plate of tin, | 
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placed a glaſs veſſel, with a funnel, furniſhed 
with a fingle filtring paper, to prevent the 
impurities from paſſing into the liquor. At 
firſt there will run down a yellow liquor, 
| which ariſes from the re-ſolution of the iron 
and mercury, and which muſt be carefully 
kept; and after the re-ſolution is finiſhed, take 
what remains upon the plate, and put it into 
a glaſs cucurbit or body ; pour on it ſome 
diſtilled rain-water to the height of half a 
foot. To extract the ſalt, digeſt it by an aſh- 
heat, and often moving and ſtirring the mat- 
ters, at the end of three or four days filtrate 
te ſolution with double filtring-paper, and 
8 cvaporate to a ſalt, which muſt be re-diſlol- 
ved, filtrated, evaporated, and cryſtallized ſe- 
veral times, till it is pretty pure; then cauſe 
to dry 1t very ſoftly, and make it into a pow- 
der, which muſt be mixed with the yellow 
liquor you have preſerved, and it will turn 
of a very beautiful red; pour the whole into 
Ja low cucurbit of glaſs, on which you will 
put a head, with a ſhort and thick beak, to 
which you will fit a proportioned recipient; 
@ lute the junctures, and diſtil by a ſand-heat : 
by giving the fire gradually, there will ariſe 
at firſt a phlegm ; and when you ſee the yel- 
low vapours begin to appear, you will ſhift 
the recipient, and encreaſe the fire; this yel- 
low vapour will condenſe to a red liquor, 
which in part ſhall fall into the recipient, and 
the reſt, which will be too thick, will faſten 
to the body of the head and the beak : this 
„ done, 
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done, the veſſels muſt be left to cool, and 


the head took off, without removing what is 
condenſed therein; then with the phlegm, 
which came off the firſt, the fides and edges 
of the cucurbit muſt be waſhed, where will re- 
main ſticking ſome of that red matter, which 
muſt be returned upon the caput mortuum, 
remaining at the bottom of the cucurbit, if it 
is not cracked, if it is, another muſt be taken; 
but, as was ſaid, what was found condenſed 
in the helm and beak, muſt be left untouch- 
ed, becauſe that after luting, and beginning 
the fire for repeating the diltilation, as ſoon 
as the alembick is heated, and the vapours 
begin to riſe, what is in the helm will re- 
ſolve to a red liquor, and run into the recei- 
ver: as ſoon as this red liquor ſhall have paſ- 
ſed, the receiver ſhould be ſhifted, in order 
to receive the phlegm; after which there will 


{till ariſe ſome of the red liquor, which ſhould | 


be received apart, and put to the other ; theſe 
diſtillations and cohobations muſt be repeated 
in the ſame manner, till nothing red ariſe: 
then all the red liquor muſt be put into a cu- 
curbit covered with its capital, and ſome al- 
cohol of wine be poured on the faid liquor, 
to the height of four fingers breadth ; then 
digeſt and circulate together, in a vapour heat, 
for three weeks, at the end of which, vou 


muſt draw off the ſpirit of wine, in balneo 


mariæ, by a very flow diſtillation ; you will 
then add to your red ſpirit half its weight of 
pure ſpirit of dew, or of the aſtral you 

1 a 
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and having very accurately luted the veſſel, 
lay it on hot aſhes, and make it boil, by a 
gentle, equal, and continued fire, for a month; 
after which you will rectify the whole toge- 
ther, without ſeparating any thing but the 
groſs parts which might happen to remain at 
the bottom of the retort; and you will re- 
peat your rectifications, at leaſt five times, 
which will compleat the dulcifying and per- 
fecting your mercurial ſpirit. Ts 

The doſe is from two to fix drops, in a 
proper vehicle, ſuch as the ſpirit and decoc- 
tion of guiajac, aqua theriacalis, ſpiritus the- 
riacalis camphoratus, ſpiritus vitæ Paracelfi, 
or even the tincture of ſaſſafras and china- 

W root, „ 
Mercurius dulcis. 


Take any quantity, at pleaſure, of our ſub- 
limate; the ſame weight of this ſame ſubli- 
mate, which were to be revived and made 
into a running mercury, as we have taught 
it; grind the mixture together in a marble or 
glaſs mortar; put the matter, which ſhall be 
amalgamated by means of this trituration or 
grinding, into a matraſs, filled one-third, and 
placed in a ſand heat; you will give a ſoft 
fire for two hours, for the matters to bind and 
unite the better together; encreaſe the fire to 
the degree ſufficient for making the ſublima- 
tion, which will hold you for about ſeven 
hours; your ſublimation being done, open 
your matraſs with a ring of red-hot iron; 
1 K 2 vou 
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you will find, if the operation is duly per. 


formed, two ſorts of ſublimations of mercury, 
the one compact and cryſtalline, which is the 
mercurius dulcis ſublimatus, and found above 
that which is ſpongy ; remove, with atten- 
tion, all that is in the form of a looſe meal, 
for the reaſons already aſſigned, and the coarſe 
parts, which ſhall have remained at the bot- 
tom of the matraſs; grind, rub, and mix 
again theſe two ſorts of ſublimations, exacth 
obſerving the directions above; proceed to a 
ſecond and a third ſublimation, in the ſame 
manner. After theſe three ſublimations, take 
your ſweet ſublimate all alone, and proceed 
without any addition to a fourth and a fifth 


ſublimation, always removing, with care, the 


coarſe part, and that volatile matter; then 
you will have a perfect mercurius dulcis, which 
ſhall have loſt its laxative virtue, and be a 
good diaphoretic, proper to anſwer your in- 
tentions. 


Miuſitanus's diaphoretic mercury, 
Take a pound of running mercury wel 
purified, make a ſolution of it in aqua fortis, 
and repeat four cohobations, by putting al- 
ways freſh aqua fortis thereto ; pour three 
ounces of butter of antimony, or twelve oun- 
ces of aqua fortis, or ſpirit of nitre, upon the 
red precipitate, which muſt be done gradu- 
ally; draw off the acid ſpirits by diſtillation, 
and cohobate five times more; at laſt urge 
with a violent fire, which ſhall make - 
Vellel, 
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veſſel, which ſhould be of glaſs, red-hot; af- 
ter that the matter muſt be removed out of 
| the veſſel, and reduced to a fine powder; 
pour thereon twelve ounces of ſpirit of wine 
rectified, but not by alkali's, and draw it off 
by diſtillation, and pour ſtill ſome freſh there- 
on, which you ſhall repeat to twelve times, 
Muſitanus was a very able phyſician of 
Naples, and a prieſt too, Envious people 
| oppoſed him much, which obliged him to 
have recourſe to the protection of the Pope, 
who allowed him to practiſe phyſick. He 
| underſtood perfectly well the manner of treat- 
ing venereal diſeaſes, on which he has writ a 
particular treatiſe, which is in great eſteem. 
The operation juſt now deſcribed was the 
remedy he commonly employed in the cure 
of theſe maladies, and ſo he gives it great 
commendations: he pretends we have a fixed 
| mercury, not corroſive, which acts by inſen- 
ſible perſpiration ; the doſe is from four to fix 


grains. 


Turbith mineral. 


= Take an ounce of revived mercury, two 

| ounces of oil of vitriol well rectified, pour 
the oil upon the mercury gradually in a glaſs 
rctort, put it in digeſtion for three days, af- 
terwards draw off the oil of vitriol by a gra- 
duated fire, which at laſt ſhall be highly vio- 
lent and raiſed; the oil of vitriol having aſ- 
cended and paſſed into the receiver, the mer 
cury remains in the retort in a white maſs of 
3 . 
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falt, on which you muſt pour ſome filtred 
rain-water, and immediately it turns of a yel- 
low colour, and the water taſtes acid ; you 
will continue pouring on, and decanting re- 
peatedly, till the water comes off inſipid and 
taſteleſs ; the powder is to be well dried. 
The doſe is from three to four grains, tis 
uſed to cauſe a ſalivation in the pox ; it at 
firſt purges both upwards and downwards 
and afterwards it ſalivates. 
I know not how it is, that this prepara 


tion is commended, and leſs ſtill, how one 


can venture to adminiſter a remedy of ſuch 
violent effects, and almoſt always hazardous 
Beſides, this preparation is very nice, and re- 
quires a good deal of addreſs and attention in 
it. The retort ſhould be placed i in a manner, 
that the drops aſcending in the courſe of 
the diſtillation fall not upon the ſides of the 
receiver, but all in the middle. The neck 
of the retort ſnould be covered with ſand to 
pretty near its belly, to the end the drops of 
vitriol fall not back into the veſſel in cooling, 
which would cauſe it to burſt, What pity 
it is, one ſhould be in ſuch want of other 


good fubjects, to be obliged to throw awaj 


one's time on ſuch operations as theſe | 


Eſſence of mercury. 
Take ſome mercury, put it into a crucible, 
cauſe it to heat till it is juſt upon the point of 
evaporating, quench it in ſpirit of lead 1n 1 


marble mortar, which you 2 directly C0- 
ver; 


VENEREAL MALADIEsS. 103 
ver; repeat this for ſeveral times, till the 
mercury be hard as ſilver; quench it after- 
wards in ſpirit of ſal armoniack, make it into 
plates, quench it in a lixivium of tartar ; after 
that, make a ſolution of it in ſpirit of vitriol, 
precipitate it with the ſolution of common 
falt, edulcorate and dry it, afterwards melt it 
in a ſand-heat in a glaſs veſich to a yellow 
liquor like wax. From this roſin we, in three 
days and three nights, extract a precious oint- 
ment, by means of the ſpirit of dulcified ſalt, 
or ſpirit of tartar, it may be given without 
any hazard, The doſe is from five to eight 
drops in the capital diſeaſes; it works by 
ſweat, cures every catarrh that cauſes the apo- 
plexy, epilepſy and vertigo; penetrates the 
body, cures the dropſy, and inveterate ſwel- 
lings of the legs and thighs: _ 


| Oil of mercury *. 
Finely powder an ounce of our ſublimate, 
put it into a bolt-head, pour on it four ounces 
of cos of wine, well rectified on the cotton, 
or flowers of zink ; ſtop well your bolt-head, 
and let the matter ſoak in the cold for twenty- 
four hours, the ſublimate will be diſſolved ; 
but if any thing had remained, decant off the 
liquor, and putting to the matter more ſpirit 
of wine, cauſe it to ſoak as before, in order 
to compleat the ſolution ;. mix your ſeveral 
This oil is good in venereal ſhankers; put upon the 


affected part with bolſters, it eats away the fleſh, and ſtops a a 
gangrene. | 1 , | 


o 
* 
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ſolutions, and keep them in a Phial well 
ſtopped. 


Red precipitate without addition, 

Take any quantity, at pleaſure, of run. 
ning mercury, have a little bolt-head of the 
bigneſs at leaſt of a gallon, with its neck 
raiſed and ſthait, the bottom flat and even, 
without eminence in the middle, to the end 
the mercury you ſhall put into it may be 
equally extended on the whole ſurface of the 
bottom, which is not to be thicker in one 
place than another, for the fire to act equally 
upon it; put into each of theſe bottles four 


ounces. of mercury, and place them in ſand 
on the athanor; begin with giving them a 


ſmall fire, which continue on exactly from 
one degree to another, till the mercury 1s 
changed, precipitated, and baked or nealed to 
a powder which 1s red and ſhining, and which 
muſt be digeſted, for three weeks, with alco- 
hol of wine, and afterwards fired ſeven times 
a-top, which will compleat the baking and 
fixing it, | 

Obſervations upon this important operation. 
All good authors are unanimouſly agreed, 
that it is an univerſal mercurial remedy in 
fevers, and infallible in intermittents, a ge- 
nuine ſpecific for the pox, which it cures 
radically, by giving it to the patient at ſe⸗ 
ven different times, every twenty-four hours, 
taken in the morning on an empty ſto- 

1 | mach, 


atic. 
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| mach, in bolus, in a little conſerve of. roſes, 


to cauſe ſweat, for it is an excellent ſudori- 


flick. It kills the worms in the ſtomach, and 


thoſe which breed in the inteſtines ; the doſe 
of it is from two to eight grains; it cauſes a 
ſtrong perſpiration, excites vomiting if need- 


| ful, removes obſtructions, and cures, without 


relapſe, every kind of rheumatiſm and iſchi- - 
Theſe are in part the virtues aſſigned to 
this preparation of mercury, at which I am 
not at all ſurprized, tho' I cannot help being 
in an extraordinary manner ſurprized at what 

the ſame authors ſay at the ſame time, that 
this remedy is but little uſed in phyſick, on 


account of the difficulty there is to prepare it, 


and the length of time the preparation re- 
quires. Alas! can too much pains, or too 


much care, be taken towards the relief and 


cure of poor afflicted patients. I myſelf have 
of this mercury, and daily make of it in my 
labaratory; to the poor I give it gratis, to 
the rich J ſell it at a reaſonable rate. 
The alchemiſts have added the epithet, 
philoſophical, to the operation, not only be- 
cauſe they have invented it, but becauſe they 
pretend, and with reaſon too, that to ſucceed. 
well therein, it is neceſſary to obſerve each 
degree of the fire, and continue it for a phi- 
loſophical month, which is forty days. 
I have experienced, that a circulatory, a 


great bolt-head, and other veſſels, were not 
Do ſit for this operatian, as ſeveral ſmall bolt- 


heads, 
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heads, as I have already explained it, which 
are far more commodious ; beſides, the mer. 
cury being divided into many parts, receives 
better the impreſſion of the fire. 
We may alledge as one of the reaſons, that 
the reduction of mercury to a red powder, 
proceeds from the ſmall particles of the fire, 
which are introduced into its pores, and which 
have rarefied it, and imparted to its inſenfible 
parts ſtill greater diſpoſitions to motion than 
they naturally had : tor this very reaſon its di- 
aphoretic quality 1 is augmented, and it cauſes, 
in many ſtomachs, irritations to vomiting, 
when they ſtand in need of it. 
If the operation has been well performed, 
there are no hopes of being able to revive 
this mercury, by the ordinary methods, to 
running mercury, like the other precipitates; 
there is no other way of ſucceeding in it, but 
by the ſame means which I uſe to draw 
running mercury from gold and filver, &c. 
Nor can we any more hope to be able to 
give this powder any other colour than the 
red which it has acquired, which is the moſt 
Perfect, by baking and nealing, and diſenga- 
ging it from its phlegm, which, according to 
the expreſſion of Raymund Lully, made it 
ſick and hydropical; as is alſo done to other 
precipitates, or corroſive mercury, in the 
manner following: 
Take fix ounces of corroſive mercury, re- 
duce it to powder, pour upon it twelve 


ounces of hot water, clear and neat, rub 
| whole, 
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whole, and let the liquor ſettle, and gently 
decant it off, filtrate it, and divide it into 


| three parts, which you ſhall. put into three 
| different phials; throw into one of theſe 


phials a few drops of oil of tartar per deli- 

quium, there will incontinently be made a 

red precipitate: + 
Pour into another phial ſome drops of vo- 


latile ſpirit of ſal armoniac, there will fall 


down a white precipitate. 
Mix into the laſt of theſe phials, between 


© five and fix drops of lime-water, and there 
Vill ariſe a yellow water, which is what is 
called phagedenic, or ulcerary, and is uſed 


for deterging and curing ulcers. 


Theſe changes in the colours of theſe pre- 
cipitates are owing to the acids, which hav- 
ing been differently broken by the alkali's, 
arrange and figure the parts of the body pre- 
cipitated, in a manner as to be capable of 
exciting different reflections of the light. 


| The quinteſſence and redu#ion of mercury into 


water, by means of its diſtillation without 
any addition. | | 
This operation is highly difficult, and re- 
quires all the ſagacity of the artiſt who would 
undertake it, Many learned perſons greatly 
prefer this ſimple ſpirit to the compound, be- 


cauſe the parts of the mercury are not diſ- 


continued, nor opened by the aſſemblage and 
addition of the ſalts or ſpirits, and conſe- 


quently | 
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quently receive not any impreſſion from _ 
mixture; tis done thus: 


Cauſe to adjuſt upon your furnace a cruci- 


ble, which may be half a foot above the 
grate; lute over this crucible. a fone cucur. 
bit a foot and an half in height, and perfo- 
rated above and below equally, for receiving 
the edge of the crucible within and a-top, for 
the conveniency of putting a large glaſs ca- 
pital over it; there muft alſo be a ſmall 
ſquare aperture of an inch, over the edge 
which receives the crucible, with a ſtopple 
which ſhuts tight, for the convenience of 
throwing the mercury into the crucible; the 
junctures both of the crucible and lower part 
of the cucurbit muſt be very cloſely Juted 
with a good luting, as alſo the juncture of 
the capital ; this done, a gradual fire muſt be 
given, in order to begin to heat the cru- 
cible, and which is to be always encreaſing, 
till the neck of the crucible is red; in this 
ſtate the mercury is to be ready at hand, and 
about two drams of it poured at once into 
the crucible by the fquare aperture, which 


muſt be directly ſtopped ; the mercury will 


paſs into the recipient in vapours, which will 
be reduced in part into running mercury, and 
in part to a clear liquor : and thus you muſt 
continue pouring and putting in mercury, till 
you have enough of it. 

The recipient may be removed, and ano- 
ther ſubſtituted in. its place, in order to le- 


move the diſtilled liquor, and ſeparate from 


it 
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it the quickſilver which ſhall be in body 
or conſiſtence, and for continuing the diſtil- 
lation with this very mercury, which is e- 
| qually good with any other. This ſpirit muſt 
be rectified in balneo marie, or in an aſh- 


| heat; by its ſubtilty it penetrates all bodies, 


and expels all their impurities, by ſenſible or 
inſenſible perſpiration, principally by ſweat ; 
malignant and ſordid ulcers may be bathed 
therewith, and particularly, thoſe which pro- 
ceed from a pocky venom ; the doſe is from 
one to four drops in treacle water. 
There are many beautiful preparations of 


mercury, which I might relate, but that 


would ſwell this book too much ; ſuch as 
want information, may conſult both the an- 
cient and modern authors, who have treated 


of theſe matters. We have had in theſe laſt 
days very able chemiſts, the Glaubers, Hom- 


bergs, Febvres, Lemery, Geoffroy, Rothe, 


and many others; their writings, which may 
be ſeen, and the collections of the ſeveral 


academies, will give full ſatisfaction. And 
in this reſpect I ſhall only relate what is pro- 
perly my own, and what I have acquired by 
dint of labour and experiments. The prin- 


cipal thing here is, the performance, and not 


the ſimple ſpeculation and theory of opera- 
rations; *tis by practice alone we can arrive 
at a perfect knowledge, and acquire that 
beautiful ſcience, that principal part of na- 


tural philoſophy, ſo eſſential to phyſick, and 


highly ſuperior to all others, which for the 
PE Ia „ mn 
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moſt part are founded only on reaſoningy, 
which every one forms in fancy, a region of 
a vaſt extent, and wherein the climates are 
ſo very different; whereas chemiſtry is found. 
ed on reaſon and experience. i 
If anatomy inſtruct us in the knowledge of 
the ſprings of the machine, which is the ob- 
ject of phyſick, chemiſtry gives us a folid in- 
ſight into the liquors which nouriſh and ſup. 
port theſe ſprings. Moreover, what anatomy 
fails in, chemiſtry ſupplies us with the reme- 
dies, which alone are capable of curing an 
infinite number of diſeaſes, as has been al- 
ready demonſtrated, on 
I might in like manner, without departing 
from my ſubject, relate certain preparations 
of mercury, which have made a good deal of 
noiſe, and which have been in vogue ; as thoſe 
of La Vigne“, Ducay®, Rotrou ©, La Brune“, 
and many others: but, beſides that theſe re- 
medies are at this day well known, they be- 
come unneceſſary, and are ſuperſeded by thoſe 
we here give the publick, and which are far 
better. I ſhall therefore conclude this chap- 
ter, with the preparation of the fixed, philo- 
Ry £7 ſophical 
® Vi 7 culty of 
15 — —— — 2 — 


nacæa, or ſolar and lunar red precipitate. | 3 
15 Gervais Ducay, a phyſician of Thoulouſe, another preci· 


2. : 
© Rotrou was a ſurgeon of S. Cyr, who has given ſome re- 


medles for the king's-evil, and for cold cedematous humours. 


4 La Brune was a chemiſt, who ſold his ſecret to M. de 
Louvois the miniſter. *Tis uſed at the hotel royale des inva- 
lides ; *tis a mercurial preparation, pretty well made, and which 
differs little from the ordinary panacza, | | 
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ſophical mercury, without any corroſive ad- 
dition, which is the genuine panacæa, both 
mineral, animal, and vegetable, and which 
will never diſappoint the expectations of the 
phyſician and patient, when diſcreetly uſed. 
I ſhall add to it a perfect quinteſſence of viper, 
which is one of the ingredients of this excel- 
lent remedy. 5 2 


The fixed philoſophical mercury, the animal, 
vegetable, and mineral panacea, without 
corroſive. | 


Take ſix ounces of our red precipitate, the 
preparation of which we have given above, 
p. 104, Reduce it to an alcohol, put it into a 
glaſs body, add to it four ounces of ſpirit of 
wine, four of eſſence of vipers, (whoſe prepa- 


ration ſhall be given hereafter) ſix ounces of 


animal bezoar, lies made of the aſhes of guai- 
jac, box-wood, ſaſſafras- wood, juniper-wood, 
china- root, dock- root, ſcorzonera- root, great 
valerian- root, zedoary- root long and round, 
ſeven ounces each. After having extracted 
from them all the ſalts, they are to be well 
ground and mixed with the reſt in a cucurbit 


with its capital, to be luted with a good lute, 


and placed on the athanor, in a ſand- heat of 
the firſt degree, «extremely moderate; the 


matters are to be left to macerate for twenty- 
bur hours, ſtirring them three times a-day ; 


afterwards the matter being well imbibed, 
penetrated, and without any moiſture, the 


Veſſel is to be left to cool, and the matter to 


I be 
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be taken out, and to be ground anew in a 
glaſs mortar, and reduced to an impalpable 
powder, which ſhall be kept in a cryſtal bot- 
tle well ſtopped ; and this proves a genuine 
ſpecific in the pox, and all its concomitants, 
and affords the greateſt relief in all phyſick 
for all chronical diſtempers, a truth not to be 
refuſed by any one ever ſo little knowing in 
matters of remedies, and their preparation, 
and is what is confirmed by a happy experi- 
_ ence of perſons to whom we have given of it. 
The doſe is from four to ſix grains, and even 
to twenty in opiates, pills, conſerves, extracts, 
and other proper vehicles. | 


Volatile ſpirit of human urine. 
This ſpirit is only the volatile ſalt reſolved 


in a little phlegm, which is done by the way 
of diſtillation of the urine, and by the ſepa- 


ration of the oil and phlegm, We may even 


have of this ſpirit without fire, by mixing 
urine evaporated to the conſiſtence of a ſyrup, 
in a glaſs or ſtone cucurbit, with ſome quick- 
lime, and adapting to the cucurbit its capital 


and recipient well luted ; the lime heating 


the urine, a ſpirit diſtils into the recipient, 
which has the ſame virtues and properties 
with that which is procured by the ordinary 
diſtillations ; is even more ſubtile, becauſe the 
ſmall igneous bodies of the lime will be mixed 
therewith. Theſe ſpirits will be particularly 
good to make luminous phoſphorus's with; 
ſuch as would work upon urine, will do well 

| to 
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to uſe that of a young ſound man; vigorous 
and of a good conſtitution, and ſuch as is 
newly made, becauſe it contains more ſalt. 


Animal bezoar. 


Tis the liver and heart of the viper, after 


being dried and pulveriſed ; they have the 
| fame virtue as the powder of viper, but they 
act with a greater efficacy when given alone. 
The doſe is from fix grains to half a dram. 

| Lixinvial alt: | 
The ſalts of mixts are divided into three 
| forts, fixed, volatile, and eſſential. The fixed, 
| is that extracted after calcination ; the calci- 


ned matter is boiled in a great quantity of 
water, for the ſalt to diſſolve ; the ſolution is 


ſtrained thro? filtring paper, then all the moi- 


ſture is evaporated, till the ſalt is found dry 
| at the bottom of the veſſel. The ſalts of 
br procured in this manner, are called 
ill 7.8 
The volatile is that which ſublimes with 
eaſe, when heated, as the ſalt of animals; and 


the eſſential ſalt is that which is drawn from 
plants by cryſtallization ; this laſt is a mean 


between the fixed and the volatile. 

Nothing has ſo great a proximity as the 
two extremities ; I may fay, in this ſenſe, that 
nothing approaches to, nor equals more the 


pleaſure I have, of communicating to the pub- 
lick the compoſition of the eſſenee of viper, 


Þ +: | than 
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than the trouble I have had to arrive at the 
perfection of making it. 

The great commendations which all good 
authors have beſtowed upon this remedy, 
which, with reaſon, is conſidered as a ſove- 

- reign ſpecifick in the moſt obſtinate, the moſt 
_ cruel, and conſiderable maladies, have given 


me room to examine, with the utmoſt accu. 


racy, the reaſons, the cauſes, the effects, the 
manner of treating, and generally every thing 
that has a relation to the compoſition, admi- 
niſtration, and uſe of this remedy. 

This is no novel remedy; I mean the know- 
ledge of the virtues of the viper. Galen has 
maintained, that a viper, ſuffocated in wine, 
has cured the leproſy, and ſurpriſingly purified 
the maſs of blood: this method is ſtill fol- 

lowed in ſome countries; women of a gallant 
air, and curious about their health and beanty, 
make no ſcruple to ſuffocate live and whole 
vipers, with a view to preſerve their charms, 
their gracefulneſs, and their good plight, and 
to prevent the approach of wrinkles and other 
mortifying accidents ; in all which J ſee no- 
thing that is diſcommendable. The mot 
noted courtefans of Italy guard themſelves 
- againſt the venereal diſeaſe and its conſequen- 
ces, by taking, in the ſpring and fall, the 
broth of fowl with the fleſh of viper, and 
china- root. on 
Cardan means to communicate a grand ſe- 


cret to the archbiſhop of St. Andrews in Scot- 


land, by informing him, that the . 
f . cally 
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cally cures the conſumptive, the leprous, and 
the poxed ; that it fattens and reſtores them 


beyond expectation; Take, ſays he, a viper, 


cut off its head and tail, ſkin it, throw away 
the entrails, and ſave the fat; cut the viper 


in pieces, boil it in a ſufficient quantity of 
water with benjamin and ſalt, and at laſt add 


arſley leaves; when well boiled, ſtrain the 
5 and boil a pullet in it; in this new 
broth ſoak ſome bread ; give of this broth 


to the patient, and make him eat of the pul- 


let; continue this food for ſeven days ſucceſ- 
fively, keeping the patient warm, and rub 


him with the fat of the viper along the ſpine 


of the back and the joints, as alſo the arteries 
of the feet and hands, and the breaſt: by 
this means the ulcers of the lungs are cured, 
being expelled, in tubercles and other erup- 


— 


tions, to the ſurface of the kin 
Quercetanus mentions no leſs ſurpriſing 
things about it, in his pharmacopœia dogma- 
tica, and generally all the authors of any 
weight are of the ſame opinion; it was the 
ſpecifick remedy uſed in the cute of the pox 
by Sebaſtian Aquilano, James Catance, and 
John Bente 4 eto £5 

But the great ſtumbling-block has been in 


the manner of preparing, and of treating it; 


when the intention was to procure ſomething 


more exalted and ſuperior to the groſs prepa- 
rations; I mean, its pure volatile ſalt, a ge- 
nuine quinteſſence, and to take from it its 
ſtench and bad taſte. | 


I 2 We 
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Me ſee the great efforts which the moſt 
celebrated chemical phyſicians have made to 
this purpoſe. Zwelfer, phyſician to the em- 
peror, whom we may juſtly rank of the 


number, in the remarks which he has made 


on the Augſburg Diſpenſary, has attempted 
ſeveral ways of removing theſe two capital 
defects; and could not ſucceed, but by de- 
priving theſe volatile ſalts of their ſubtlety, 


and conſequently of their penetrating and di- 


aphoretic virtue; which he did by adding 
acids, which fixed the volatile alcaline ſalt of 
—_— 7. | = 
Zwelfer himſelf, and Nicolas le Febvre, 
that ſkilful and experienced artiſt, were ſen- 
ſible of the neceſſity and importance there 
was of removing this acid, and they made 
uſe of ſeveral expedients for that purpoſe, but 
all in vain, - 0 * 
M. Lemery, in his courſe of chemiſtry, 
without mentioning any one, obſerves very 
judiciouſly, that he could not approve of the 
method of thoſe, who, to diveſt the volatile 
up with ſpirit of ſalt; for that ſpirit fixing in 
part the volatile ſalts of the viper, and de- 
ſtroying, by its acidity, their quality of alcal, 
diminiſhes its virtues, which ſhould be thok 
of rarifying the groſs humours, diſſipating: 
part of them by the pores, and of deſtroying 
the acids, which are in too great quantity 
the body. 


x - 0 
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It is neceſſary to preſerve all the efficacy 
and energy of this volatile ſalt, and not to 
change its eſſence by any addition; fince it is 
certain that this volatile ſalt, which rarifies 
the humours of the body, both becauſe it is 
extremely penetrating, as becauſe, being an 
alcali, it breaks the force of the acids (with- 
| cut injury to the volatile ſubſtances) which 
keep the humours condenſed ; after which 
the blood, having a briſker motion than it had 
before, clears itſelf with more eaſe, either by 
perſpiration, or by urine, of the heterogeneous 
matters which were amaſſed therein. 

We ſhould expect from the abilities of 
M. Lemery, that having obſerved the defect 
of the artiſts his predeceſſors, in the compo- 
ſition of the volatile ſalt, and in the eſſence 
of the viper, he would have furniſhed us 
with the ſure means of remedying it; but, 
unhappily, his preparations labour all under 
the fame defect. : | : 

It was therefore in ſome meaſure neceſſary 
to be provided from ſome other quarter, and to 
redouble our attention and care, and to make 
new experiments in examining in what thoſe 
of others had failed. In this examen, I muſt 
own, to the memory of the abbe Rouſſeau, 
ſo well known under the name of Capucin 
du Louvre, phyſician-chemiſt to the king, 
that it is he who has been the moſt uſefully 
ſerviceable to me. This man, endowed with 
a happy genius, and born with a diſpoſition 
for chemiſtry, has led me, as it were, þy the 
| Oey F E 
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hand, at the inſtant that I eee of fl 


ceſs, and was upon the point of giving up all, 


J ſincerely own, that it is to him I am in 


indebted for the ſucceſs of this admirable 
remedy, quite ſimple in itſelf, and without 


addition, and for having preſerved all its vir. 


tue, its efficacy, and its properties, and for 
being freed of its bad ſcent and taſte, without 
making it loſe any of its penetrating, vola- 
tile, and alcaline virtues. | 
There has been a queſtion ſtarted among 
the learned in regard to the venom of the 
viper, which, to do it juſtice, is rather a witty 
conceit, than a queſtion of any uſefulneſs for 
_ procuring the health of the body; I ſhall 
not, therefore, ſtay to diſcuſs it. Er 


J could with equal eaſe, as Van Helmont, 


Poterius, Charas, Redi, and others, have gi- 
ven myſelf ſcope, and enlarged on theſe mat- 
ters ; but all this would only ſerve to gratify 
a little my own vanity, diſguiſed under the 
ſpecious pretext of being uſeful to my reader, 
To make him ſtill more conceive the excel- 
lence of the remedy I give him, in order to 
make the proper application of it, and to be 
able to derive from it the ſalutary effects 
which I have propoſed to myſelf, it will fut- 
fice to know plainly and ingenuouſly, that it 
is a ſovereign antidote in all venereal diſeaſes, 
and the moſt efficacious. preſervative againſt 
theſe diſorders, when prepared and admini- 
ſtered in the manner I teach. The modus 
and reaſon of theſe things, I pretend not to 

5 „ eee 
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deduce 4 priori by metaphyſical reaſonings. 
We ought to be contented to know, that it 
js the will of God, that they produce in us 
ſuch and ſuch effects, and the whole bent of 
| our minds ſhould be employed to return our 
ſincere thankſgivings to the Creator, for giving 
us, by an effect of his goodneſs, ſo great a 
remedy for the cure of our diſeaſes, which 
very often, if not always, are the effects of 
our own diſorders, | 135 
I well know that man is not a mere ma- 
chine, but formed with a capacity for rea- 
ſoning, which is one of his nobleſt privileges; 
but at the ſame time I know, that very often, 
from an affectation of running out into ſubtle 
reaſonings on cauſes and effects, he falls into 
illuſions and chimera's, into groſs and wretch- 
ed errors. How many famous inſtances, to 
this purpoſe, might be alledged of thoſe, who, 
to the reproach of humanity, have uſurped 
the pompous and magnificent title of philo- 
ſophers, while, at moſt, they deſerved but 
that of illuſtrious viſionaries. But, without 


farther preamble, here follows this admirable 
remedy. 120 


The eſſence of viper, or the anti-venereal, of 
the preparation of the author, 


Take a ſufficient-quantity, of vipers, which 
you muſt dry in the ſun till they can be re- 
duced to a powder; this powder you will 
ſearce in a fieve covered with filk .. 
| „„ 14 e 


"0 neceſſary to perform this operation in the month of 
ay, or in the beginning of June, | 
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Of this powder, thus prepared, take, for 
inſtance, four pounds, or any other quantity, 
at pleaſure, with thrice the weight of good 
Narbonne ® honey: mix and put the whole 
into a good and ſtaunch bolt-head of glaſs, 
filled two-thirds, which you will place in 
the ſtove, and leave to ferment : when the 
fermentation is over, the whole muſt be 
' poured into a great veſſel, and the flime, 
which is found at the bottom like pus, be 
ſtirred up; then all theſe matters are to be 
conveyed into the diſtilling veſſel ©; the recipi- 
ent and the capital muſt be well luted, and the 
diſtillation be performed in a ſand-heat, while 
the matter boils and works in the body or 
cucurbit, . which ſhould be filled only to a 
third of its capacity, becauſe of the ſwelling 
and heaving of the matters, which would 
otherwiſe burſt the body %. en 
. e After 
b Narbonne, a town of Languedoc, very ancient, whoſe 
archbifhop is primate of the Narbonneſe Gaul, and preſident 
of the ſtates of the province. The honey, which is produced 
in its territory, where there are a great many bee-hives, is 
very excellent, particularly the King-honey, white, and ſmel- 
ling of violets. | | | | 


elt will be obſerved, contrary to the ordinary courſe of the 
diſtillation of all other farts of fleſh, that the ſpirits and the 
volatile ſalts riſe firſt before the phlegm. Theſe ſpirits have 
ſo great a degree of penetrancy, that there is difficulty to hin- 
der their getting through the luting at the juncture of the veſ- 
ſels ; 'tis here, that both the addreſs and the patience of the 
artiſt, are equally neceſſary, *' . 
4 To obviate every miſtake, here follows the manner of 
doing this diſtillation, or evaporation of the phlegm. After 
having drawp' off, by diſtillation, as has been explained, the 
ſpirits and volatile ſalts, which are left on the Be, for the 
phlegm to evaporate, the whole, if you will, may be poured 


into earthen pipkins, to have, the ſooner done; but it is much 


7 
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After all the ſpirit and volatile ſalt has diſ- 
tilled, and that the phlegm is in like manner 
diſtilled apart, or evaporated to drineſs, at a 
flow fire, what remains at the bottom of the 
alembic muſt be taken out, powdered, put 
into a luted retort, and diſtilled by a gradual 
reverberatory. fire, to extract from it new falts, 
and a black and pungent oil, which is to be 
rectified two or three times at leaſt ; it will 
only be a better way, for a greater degree of 
rfection, to mix and knead up theſe vola- 
tile ſalts, oils, and ſpirits, with aſhes well elix- 
ated, edulcorated and dried; and diſtil and 
rediſtil them afterwards, _ the whole is 
retty pure, and has depoſited all its empy- 
ws _ bad ſcent. 5 to the fixed Elt, 
you will extract it from the caput mortuum ; 
after this laſt violent diftillation, which you 
will do in the common manner, by elixivia- 
tion, filtration, and evaporation ; you will 
take care to purify well this ſalt, by many re- 
peated ſolutions, in the phlegm, or in rain- 
water, till it is very pure, and very white, 
and melts in a ſoft heat like wax. The falt 
being thus prepared, you will add it to the 
ſpirit rectified repeatedly, and perfectly de- 
phlegmated, which you have combined with 
the oil and volatile ſalt, and mixing the whole 
in a bolt-head with a long neck, perfectly 
Hs well 
better, ſimply to remove the recipient, into which the ſpirits 


and volatile falts ſhall haye paſſed, and apply another, to con- 
tinue the diſtillation, in order to preſerve the phlegm, whi 
has great virtyes in many diſeaſes ; amopg others, thoſe of the 
eyes, curing every pain, inflammation, ſpeck, and even recent 
ratarrhs ; it ſurpriſingly preſerves the fight. 5 | 
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well ſtopped, you will put it in digeſtion. in 
the ſoft heat of aſhes on the atinanor, for 
fifteen days, to the end that an homogeneous 
whole, and a genuine and perfect quinteſ. 
ſence, may be made of all its parts, 


Its colour is a beautiful yellow, as if it 


were a tincture of gold, without any taſte, 
odour, or ſign of a brandy or honey ; becauſe 
honey, by the univerſality of its nature, aſſi- 
milates with every thing in the fermentation, 
chiefly with vipers, which are almoſt only 
nouriſhed by the ſpirit of the air, of honey, 
and the dew, which they lick upon the plants, 
There is a degree of patience requilite to 
the performing this beautiful operation ; and 
I cannot imagine that an artiſt, who is ac- 
quainted with nature, can forbear owning, 
that this eſſence, being made as I have deſcri- 
bed it, 1s not ſomething uncommon and in- 


valuable, and worthy of the largeſt commer - 
dations, ſeeing it preſerves health and life, 


reſtores the vigour of old people and languiſh- 
ing patients, and, in a word, repairs nature in 
all its extent, Its virtues are admirable for 
its penetrancy and ſurpriſing action in the 
Moſt deſperate caſes, eſpecially upon giving 
of it an hour after an emetick, in apoplexics 
or lethargies, reſtoring ſuddenly both the uſe 
of ſpeech and of reaſon. _ $1 + 

It is extraordinary for women in child bed, 
for the diſorders of the ſex, in flow and ma- 
lignant fevers, the purple and peſtilential, and 


in intermittents; in the ſmall-pox, the epi- 


5 lepff 


or neglected, 
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lepſy, or falling- ſickneſs, the apoplexy, palſy, 
iſchiatic, rheumatiſm, gout; in hyſteric diſ- 
orders, and generally in the ſtinging or bite 
of all venomous beaſts, 8 

'Tis one of the greateſt and moſt infallible 
counter-poiſons in the world, and a never- 
failing preſervative againſt all venereal diſeaſes, 
radically curing the great pox, be it never ſo 
inyeterate, if added, as has been explained, 
to the philoſophic mercury; and cauſing, as 
by miracle, all the ſymptoms of it to diſap- 

ear, | 
l The doſe is from half a ſcruple to two 
ſcruples, in good old wine, in broth and other 
liquors, appropriated according to the exi- 
gency of the caſe and circumſtances, and the 
advice of the phyſician. | 


Obſervations on the compoſition of this admie 
_— rable quinteſſencde. 
Tho' M. Rouſſeau, whom we have fol- 

lowed, mentions not the fixed falt of the viper, 

which is found, as it were, buried in the ca- 
put mortuum, yet we ſcruple not to admit it 
into our compoſition, becauſe it is to be pre- 
ſumed, that it is only by an omiſſion of the 
editor, who has publiſhed his works, or of 

the printer, that we find not in the book a 

part ſo eſſential and ſo neceſſary, as the fixed 


falt, towards the perfection of the quinteſ- 


ſence; a thing which ſo able and knowing 
an author could not have been ignorant of, 


: Tis 


as Aer 

Tis true, ſome pretender to learning might 
ſay, that ſince all the virtue and efficacy of 
the remedy derived from the viper conſiſts 
in its great volatility, far from being needful 

2 add to it the fixed ſalt, that, on the con- 
trary, it ſhould be entireiy excluded, to the 
end its volatility might not be impaired; but 


done that would reaſon thus would be far 


from doing it conſequentially, and would de- 
part from natural principles, as he would be 
ignorant, that it is only in the center of the 
fixed ſalt, that the ſoul, which is the princi- 
ple of all motion and of all action, reſides ; 
that it is ſhe which cauſes the ſpirits, which 
are the inſtruments ſhe uſes in her operations, 
to move and to act. That theſe ſpirits, re- 
ſembling, as it were, the hands, arms, and 
legs of a man, being ſeparated from the body, 
exerciſe not the functions thereof, becauſe 
they are no longer directed by, nor united to 
the ſoul; and that if theſe volatile ſpirits act 
upon bodies, without uniting them to their 
fixed falt, tis only becauſe there is always 
ſome portion of the fixed falt, which is 
diſſolved by, and united to the ſpirit ; ſo that 


by combining and uniting with them inſepa- 


rably all their fixed falt, well purified, their 
action will be incomparably ſtronger, . and 
their virtue more efficacious, 

*Tis not out of a fulſom flattery I beſtow 
theſe commendations on M. Rouſſeau, tis 
out of a principle af juſtice. J am well ap- 

* that when we have made choice vel ay 
autnor 
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author for our model, we are apt to imagine 


we ſhould do an injury to our own judgment, 
if we did not load him with the greateſt and 
moſt pompous commendations ; but very of- 
ten what is more ſingular is, that the incenſe 
we give the author we have adopted, ſerves 
alſo to feed. our own vanity ; a defect fo be- 
witching, that the moſt ſcrupulous are not 


eaſily on their guard againſt it. 


No, I repeat it; M. Rouſſeau was not un- 
acquainted with the neceſſity there was of 
combining, in the compoſition of this reme- 
dy, the fixed with the volatile ſalt; we need 
only caſt our eyes upon his own reflections 
on this operation, to be convinced thereof; 
he relates, and puts in its proper light, in 
ſome meaſure, the doctrine of the greateſt 


maſters in the art, of whom he was a worthy 


diſciple. | . FAR 

We have but few eſſences of this ſort; 
operators are well appriſed how difficult it is 
to unite the oils with the ſalts. There will 
not fail criticks, who will alledge, perhaps, 
that-it is an eaſy matter, but we ought to 


conſider them as impoſtors, till they have 


given us a method of their own invention for 
ſucceeding therein. That of Sylvius was not 
abſolutely perfect; of this we may judge by 
the phyſical principles I have laid down, and 
which Sylvius, who was a very able man, 
would not have diſclaimed. Becauſe, with- 
out, conſidering the oil of the ſecond diſtilla- 
tion, there is ſtill another more volatile, _e 

| ted 
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ted by fermentation with the falts and volaz 
tile ſpirits of the firſt diſtillation, which has 
paſſed over with the phlegm ; and thus ] 
mix not this ſecond; and more fixed oil, tg 


render my eſſence oily, as it is ſuch already, 


but in order to mix the fixed with the vola- 
tile, and to accompliſh in this eſſence the 
mixtion of all the elements. © POTTY 

Tis no inconfiderable myſtery of fermen- 
tation, that it performs the manifeſt ſepara: 
tion of the elements, and brings to light the 
different properties of what is contained in 


the mixts, which, without that operation; 


could never be diſtinguiſhed ; for who could 


have thought, that in animals there are two 


ſorts of volatile ſalts, two ſorts of oils, and 
two ſorts of ſpitits. In fine, is there in the 
whole compaſs of nature, not to mention the 
alkaheſt, any other means known, than that 
of fermentation to ſeparate them, and exhibit 
them apart and diſtin& ; which, however, be- 
ing ſeparated in a way ſo natural, we cannot 
help owning, but that it is making a very ex- 
act analyſis, and a kind of purification and 
ſeparation of the pure from the impure, the 
moſt excellent kind that is to be found in 
the whole compaſs of chemiſtty z and conſe- 
quently it muſt be owned, that the re-union 
of theſe principles, thus purified and analyſed, 
ought to form a perfection of eſſence not 
comparable to any other. | 

This is the celeſtial ſun, and this the tet- 


reſtrial ſun, of which Coſmopolites ſpeaks, 


and 


1 
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and which is found in the three ſublunary 
kingdoms, whoſe rays re- united together, 


make the miracle of the unity in a fim plicity 


of eſſence, formed of three principles; radii 
radiis — ro ad e rei unita- 
bem, fays Hermes, 

This ſhould: be underſtood in indi 
manner in the mineral and metallick king- 
dom, for Hermes and Coſmopolites _ 
ſpoken in general of all the three kinds, 
it is diſtinctly particulariſed in fabula 7 
ragdina: Habet tres partes Pre 7 & tales 
ſunt totius mund... 

Tis here the fame as in the great FRETS 
on which the philoſophers have written ſo 
much, which they ſay to be compoſed of 
male and of female, of ſuperior and of in- 


ferior; whoſe inferior is their mercury, .com- 


poſed in its ſimplicity of a ſalt, a ſulphur, 
and a mercury; and the ſuperior is their ſul- 
phur, alſo compoſed of a falt, a ſulphur, and 
a mercury : 'tis the ſame, I fay, here, where 
we ſee the inferior, or the female, which is 
the mixture of the ſalt, of the oil, and leſs 
ſubtle ſpirit ; and the ſuperior, or the male; 
which has alſo its compoſition of ſalt, oil, and 


ſpirit, which apart are incompleat ad im- 


perfect. 


And therefore they muſt be recuntidd, Rae | 


married together, as the mercury and the ſul- 
| Phur of the philoſophers, which ſpring from 


the lame root ; and then we have a 1 | 
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eſſence, entire and perfect, for the fuppori 
and prolongation of lifſfſe. 
It is eaſy to judge, that the wine of Ray. 
mund Lully, of which he ſpeaks in ſo many 


laces, is not a thing remote from this; for 


it is known, that the wine of the vine is 
neither animal nor mineral ; and that by the 
term vinum, we are to underſtand; a vinous 
action of each kingdom, which makes its 
brandy and its tartar after its own manner, 
and which muſt be united by volatilization: 
this is what we find by experience in this 
operation up animals; which having un- 
dergone a fertnentative corruption, natural 
and not cadaverous, give forth, before the 
phlegm, ſpirits and volatile ſalts, which are a 
| brandy of the kind; and the true vital ſpirits, 
and others, after the phlegm, which are the 
tartar, or the fixed ſalt volatiliſed, it 

We may, in the ſame manner that we do 
vipers, prepare every other ſort of animal, 
and extract from them the perfect eſſences, 
which would be entirely ſpirituous aliments, 
of an anticipated digeſtion, which ſhould not 


only ſupply the weakneſs of the ſtomach, but 


ſpirit it with the other common aliments, to 
perform more uſefully and perfectly the func- 
tions which old age or diſeaſes forbid ; and it 


would be no mean ſupport for the infirm and 


the aged ; becauſe there is the ſame difference 
between theſe eſſences, and the fleſh from 
which they are extracted, as we obſerve be- 
| tween the wine and the grape; ſince, of we 

. ave 
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have ſhewn, theſe eſſences are properly a ge- 
nuine animal wine, of the nature of our vital 
ſpirits. : | 

1 fine, it is only by an aſſiduous and un- 
interrupted labour, and upon theſe principles, 
that we can come to acquige ſuch rare and 
precious treaſures; as M. de Fontenelle ex- 
tremely well obſerves, fis by imitating and 
geumterfeiting naiute, we ſometimes procufe 


a 


her ſecrets, | 
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PART SECOND. 
BOOK 1 
In which are explained, the ſeveral methods if 


treating the pox ; ſuch as the way of extinc- 
tion and ſalivation, and the other way if 


_— 


taking mercury internally, after the purif- 


cation and reduction of it to à pure quin- 
teſſence. - | 


—_— — : „ 


—_ 


„ 


Containing 4 very accurate explanation of tht 
method of cure and treatment of the pox, in 
the way of extinction. 


T is ever not only a piece of common ju- 
ſtice, but of advantage too, to put in the 


beſt light poſſible the opinion we would op- 
poſe; for we never better come to diſcover 


all 
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all the weakneſs thereof, than after we are 
made ſenſible of all its ſtrength. 5 
Jo that purpoſe I am going to make choice 
of the beſt authors who have treated of theſe 
matters; I mean practiſed, the one the way 
of the extinction of the pocky venom, and 
the others the method of ſalivation. And 
to proceed in this with ſome order, and with- 
out prejudices, I ſhall lay open their true 
opinions and writings, viz. For the firſt me- 
thod, thoſe of M. Guifard * doctor of phyſick 
at Montpellier, and of M. Haquenot *, coun- 
ſellor in the court of accompts, aids, and fi- 
nances there, profeſſor of phyſick in the uni- 
verſity, and member of the royal ſociety of 
ſciences, a man of learning and uncommon 
knowledge, as may be ſeen from a diſcourſe 
he pronounced on this ſubject in the aſſembly 
of the academy of Montpellier, on the 2 iſt of 
ite January 1734, which I ſhall ſet forth, as it is 
a rare and very inſtructive piece, containing 
a new method ; which may, in ſome mea- 
ſure, be reckoned to ſtrike a mean between 
the other two methods. - 

K 4 Ag 
* M. Guiſard, doctor of phyfick in the univerfity. of Mont- 
pellier, has publiſhed a practical diſſertation on venereal diſ- 
eaſes, by way of a letter ; and gives us an inſtance, how wit 
and genius are capable of adorning every ſubject, and render- 
15 it agreeable in the epiſtolary fle. He beſides pub- 
lied the method of curing wounds, which is likewiſe a very 
good performance; „ | | 
oM. Haquenot has publiſhed ſeveral ſmall works, prefera- 
ble for their ſolidity to whole large volumes. To the beauty 
of his genius he has joined a courſe of conſummate practice 
and experience, He is often ſent for to the greateſt cities of 

ihe kingdom, for the cure and relief of patients. | | 
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As to the ſecond method, which is that of 
ſtrong frictions and copious ſalivations, I ſhall 
make uſe of the writings and method of Dr, 
Aſtruc, whoſe very name alone is a compleat 
encomium ; his reputation isuniverſally known, 
and ſpread far and near; a reputation he has 
juſtly merited, from the number of his works, 
in the different branches of ſcience, hiſtory, 
and polite literature. | | 
The reaſons which each advances for the 
eſtabliſhing his method, will ſerve as fo many 
arguments againft thoſe very methods them- 
ſelves, which mutually contradict and: deſtroy 
each other; which ſhews, that they have no 
infallible and certain method for the perfect 
and radical cure of this diſeaſe; that the cure 
can only be. conſidered as palliative; that by 
its means they cannot promiſe themſelves a 
renewal and perfect purification of the blood, 
which, notwithſtanding, is the principal point; 
that they run their patients to the greateſ} 
hazards and extremities, which are almoſt 
ever followed by the moſt obſtinate and fatal 
ſymptoms; that things brought to this pals 
have made M. Chambau, firſt phyſician to 
Sobieſky king of Poland, to pronounce, in his 
practice of phyſick, this diſeaſe incurable. In 
a word, let us ſpeak our mind freely; if the 


ſpecifick for the cure of this malady be known, 


the manner of preparing and adminiſtering it 
is not. This is what I have already proved 
in the former part of this work, by teaching 


the ways to be obſerved and practiſed, in — 
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der to attain to the purification and prepara- 
tion of this remedy. I have made no ſecret 
of it, being perſuaded, in all reſpects, that 
men ſtanding on their probity, their candour, 
and honour, ſhould have no ſecrets of this 

nature z on the contrary, ſhould ſhew their 
| eagerneſs to- diſcover them ; too happy for 
them, if without examining from what quar- 
ter the good that is offered proceeds, we 
know how to avail ourſelves, and make a 
good uſe of it : too happy, I fay, if in doing 
juſtice to another, we could do it to ourſelves, 
and ſtile a ſet of prejudices, and a certain 


our minds to that degree, that we imagine it 
impoſſible for any other but ourſelves to be 

capable of doing ſervice to the public. 
I ſincerely and honeſtly declare, that it is 
not in the ſpirit of ſingularity, I have under- 
taken to communicate the new means of cure 
of the venereal diſeaſe, which I look upon as 
the ſcourge of the divine vengeance for the 
chaſtiſement of mankind ; neither is it in the 
view of having the idle pleafure of oppoſing 
the ſentiments of others, or of afſuming a 
| luperiority over them; very far from it; I 
know nothing ſo common and ſo general, 
and at the ſame time ſo humbling a conſide- 
ration, as that inconſtancy in opinions, which 
prevails in every man. For my particular, 
my ſole view is to be ſerviceable to the pub- 
lick; this is all the recompence I deſire. In 
other teſpects, being an enemy to every 1 
Ao 2 which 


pride, which taints all our actions, and blinds 
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which has the air of diſpute, and of minute 
and frivolous diſcuſſions, which I entirely 
give up, being perſuaded that generally it an- 
ſwers no other end than that of irritating the 
minds of men, or embroiling the ſubject; [ 
willingly ſubmit to the deciſion of the judi. 
cious publick, to whoſe ſervice I have for: 
long time devoted myſelf, by every degree of 
labour and painful toil. And now taking uy 
my ſubject, let us give the hearing to the 
oracles of the method of extinction of the 
pocky virus. M. Guiſard is the perſon fir 
to ſpeak. | WE? 


* 


We nn OPY 


In anſwer to the queſtion regarding the 


manner of treating venereal diſeaſes, contain- 
ing a deſcription of the method of their treat 
ment at Montpellier. | : 


SIR, 
M* deſign was not to ſtop there, but con- 
tinues always in view, and the ſame, 
You ſhall be fully informed in every thing; 
8 to make nothing a ſecret to you, 
Here follows, without any reſerve, both the 
manner of treating the diſeaſe, and the moſt 
infallible means of guarding againſt ever 
ſymptom, 
Upon our aſſurance that the patient ſtands 
in need of the remedy, we begin to pou 
im 
This letter is taken from the book of M. Guiſard, 


38 diſſertation on venereal diſeaſes, dedicated to M. & 
a Peyronie, conſulting phyſician and firſt ſurgeon to the king 


printed at Paris in 1743, p. 144. 


| reaſon to continue the longer in it. 
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him in a proper manner; and I inſiſt ſo much 


the more upon a nice obſervance of that pre- 
liminary 1 — as that therein even 
conſiſts all the ſecret of a happy cure. In 
this intention I cauſe him to be blooded in 
the arm, and the day following I order a 
common purge, and the third 1 put him on 
the uſe of the bath. | | 
If the patient be of a good eonſiitation; 
and be judged capable to bear the bath with 

eaſe, he is to uſe it morning and evening, 
On coming out of the bath, I give him 
meat-broth, ſeaſoned with cichory or borage ; 
ſometimes the broth is made of a pullet only; 


| or barley pudding, pure milk, or milk and 


water, with a light decoction of barley, mai- 
den-hair, or even with pure ſpring-water, ac- 
cording to the different intentions of nouriſh- 
ing, recruiting the ſtren gth, moiſtening, di- 


luting, and tempering. 


The number of baths is not always the 


| fame, there are ſome practitioners who only 


give ten or twelve; I, for my part, order a 
(core at leaſt, every time a patient can bear it; 

ſometimes I order a greater number, in the 
caſe of a patient, who being of a dry tempe- 
rament, requires a more extenſive prepara- 
tion, If a patient be fatigued with two baths | 
a-day, I order no more than one, and for that 


After a courſe of the bath, the patient is 
blooded anew, and the next day purged ; and 
to calm the impreſſions of this ſecond medi> 

K 4 Cine, 
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cine, a bath or two more, if you will, may be 
ordered. 87 
Here a new regimen commences, and 
elaims the greateſt attention of the phyſician, 
The patient is diſcharged all uſe of meat, hi 
drink to be a light ptiſan of maiden-hair, or 
wild poppies; to which is added, if thought 
proper, a little ſal prunel, or purified nitre, to 
make it diuretic ; or if he ſnould happen to 
diflike it, tis enough to diſſolve a drachm of 
purified nitre in a pint of ſpring- water. The 
Intention is to prepare the patient, and open 
at the ſame time a free paſſage for the mer. 
cury, which ſoon comes to mix and egirculate 
Tha' the uſe of wine be commonly diſal- 
| lowed, there are caſes in which it may, with- 
out reſtriction, be allowed, providing it be 
well diluted, and drank moderately; but above 
all when the patient is not heated ; though it 
is ſtill better to abſtain from it entirely, 
Theſe things being well obſerved, the re- 
medy is begun with a porringer of milk, 
which is given the patient an hour or two 
before he gets out of bed; he is to dine on 
a meſs of porridge, with a couple of freſh eggs 
and a piece of bread, upon which he drinks 
two or three draughts of a ptiſan. If he 
has taken his milk ſo very early, as not to be 
able to wait till dinner-time without taking 
ſomething in the mean time, let him eat 2 


piece of bread or a biſcuit, to make him 


drink twice. The collation ſhall in like man- 
| FE cr 
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ner confift of a piece of bread or biſcuit, and 
two glaſſes of ptiſan; and at laſt he is to 
have a. meſs of porridge for ſupper, with 
ſome freſh eggs, as at dinner. 
For the porridge at night, a cream of rice 
or barley in broth, milk or pure water is 
ſubſtituted ;- at bed-time a ſecond porringer 
of milk, like that in the morning, is exhi- 
Tho' it be not cuſtomary to indulge: the 
atient with meat, he may however be al- 
wed a little; *tis probably only the quan- 
tity which hurts, and ſhould a patient be ſa- 
tified with little, there will be no harm in 
gratifying him. I have obſerved that the 
regimen, the particulars of which I have juſt - 
now given, diſguſts. exceedingly ; ſo many 
eggs become at length a very bad fort of 
nouriſhment, patients acquire a loathing for 
them, and in a few days complain of ſour 
belchings, ſomething reſembling rotten eggs; 
and even commonly it happens, that the col- 
lection of theſe juices ill elaborated, produces 
ſwellings, which fatigue and tire out the pa- 
tient in a ſurpriſing manner, and often cauſe 
a loſs of appetite. And for theſe reaſons it is 
I have reſolved not to give eggs but at times; 
for inſtance, three or four times a week: but 
when perſuaded of the moderation of a pa- 
tient, and that I can depend upon his ſobriety, 
1 make no ſcruple of indulging him with a 
little boiled meat for dinner, and roaſted for 
ſupper: but when all is ſaid, meat, taken in 
moderation, 
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moderation, engenders no more corruption 
on eggs, which are eaten evening and morn. 


for a month and a half running ; and we 
ſhould be under no apprehenſions of being 


obliged to purge the patient in the one caſe 


more than in the other, * the remedy i is 
finiſhed. 


The reaſon of ordering a light nouriſh- 


ment is, not only becauſe the mercury would 
loſe the facility of circulating with the blood, 


if the veſſels were too replete, from an over- 
abundant nouriſhment ; but alſo, becauſe it 
would endanger a patient a little over-fed, and 
diſcontinuing his ordinary courſe of exerciſe, 
to fall into ſome putrid fever or other. 


The patient being duly prepared by bleed- 


ings, purges, and baths, what remain are the 
remedy, and the proper cautions to be ob- 
ſerved therein, The unguent is commonly 
made with one-third part; that is, to one 


part of mercury, extinguiſhed or killed with 


turpentine, are put two parts of hog's-lard, 
and the whole is beat in a marble mortar for 


thrice twenty-four hours, to the end the parts 


of the mercury may divide and mix exactly 


with the lard. Care is taken, before any thing 
is done, to examine the patient's mouth, and 
by that may be judged the changes which 
may afterwards happen, and which ought to 
be foreſeen. 

Theſe things being attended to, and the 
cloth or flannel breeches and hoſe prepared, 


the patient is : placed by the fire, unleſs the 


ta . 
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ion ſeaſon be too hot, for there are circumſtances 
Ne when we cannot chuſe our own time, nor 

we off from one ſeaſon to another; and the boy 
ng who waits, having. heated well his hands, 
aſe moves them for ſome time on the part he is 
' 18 to anoint, in the intention of opening the 


texture of the ſkin, _ 

After this, the phyſician, who conducts 
the cure, gives the quantity of the unguent, 
which he judges neceſſary for the propoſed 
friction, which the boy ſpreads on all the + 
part; and immediately after, preſſing hard 
with the palms of both hands, begins to rub 
equally and uninterruptedly. And there is no 
further trouble needful about weighing the 
unguent, which each friction requires; the 
| buſineſs being only to make the hand flip 
eaſy, and thereby we come to be aſſured that 
the doſe is ſufficient. The friction is finiſhed 
in about a quarter of an hour; but to build 
on ſomething more fixed and determinate, 

- we continue rubbing till the part is dry, and 
the hands of the boy run no longer ſmooth 
upon the ſkin, 5 Os 

The number of frictions cannot be aſcer- 
tained, conſidering the diverſity of ſubjects,: 
and the different bulk of the parts of the 
body. It is eaſy to ſee, that as there is much 
more unguent neceſſary to cover a large body 
than a ſmaller, ſo there is alſo a much greater 


he quantity requiſite, in any pon whatever, 
od, to cover the thigh than the leg. *Tis not 
he however entirely the bulk of the body which 


determines 
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e the quantity of unguent, but ra. 
ther the longer-ſtanding of the diſeaſe, the 
more or leſs vigorous ſtate of the patient, the 


nature of the * and the parts af. 
fected. 
Tho' we may, without reſtriction, rub 


both the feet the firſt day, their bulk not 
exceeding that of the thigh, yet we will 
avoid doing it, if we conſider that there ate 


patients, in whom the firſt friction, how 


flight ſoever, have cauſed ſometimes bad 


(yamptoms, which muſt be obviated. 
This remark being made by the bye, the 


firſt friction ſhall extend from the ſole of the 
foot incluſively, to four or five fingers breadth 
above the ankle, The ſecond ſhall be made 


on the morrow, in the ſame manner, on the 


other foot, the diſtance of a day at leaſt be- 
ing obſerved between each. The third ſhall 


proceed from the place where the firſt has 


ended till under the knee, and the fourth 


ſhall follow the ſame order in the other: the 


fifth friction, beginning below the knee, ſhall 
aſcend to about mid-thigh ; and the ſixth, on 


the oppoſite fide, ſhall have the ſame extent. 
The ſeventh and eighth frictions being the 


ak conſiderable, it will not be improper, 


how inconſiderable ſoever the alteration in 
the mouth may happen to be, to ſtop for 
two days before you proceed any farther, and 
to obſerve the ſame interval between theſe, 
Theſe two will take up the bulk of the thigh. 


28 * as the groin, — a little below the 


buttocks. 


ä 
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buttocks. The ninth may cover the two 
buttocks, the tenth go up as high as about 
the middle of the fpine, and the eleventh to 
the nape of the neck. There {till remain the 
two arms, for which the twelfth and thir- 


teenth are allotted. "200 


or ſtrain thro* the habit is, to continue rub- 
bing the part for a long time, and to leave 
ſticking on the ſkin a remainder of unguent, 


which could not have made its way through. 
The intention only is to give the mercurial 
parts time infenfibly to detach themſelves, 
and infinuate at laſt into the maſs of hu- 


mours. i | 


»Tis in this intention that cloth: breeches 


and hoſe are ordered, with a ſhirt for the 
purpoſe, which the patient quits not night 


nor day, till the end of the cure. Tis alſo 
with a view. that none of the unguent be 


loſt, we order the boy to wipe his hands, af- 


ter each friction, with the patients ſheets; 
and laſtly, tis with the deſign that the Habit 


of the ſkin be opened, that the patient is pur 
do bed again, where he reſts for an hour or 


two after friction. | —— N 
Tho' the patient find himſelf then entirely 
anointed oy we never touch the abdomen 


and the breaſt) we may repeat ſome flight 
frictions on the parts we imagine to have 
been particularly affected. Very often we 
run over again as far as to the pubes, the pe- 


rineum, and about the buttocks, and _ 
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1422 ATRLATISE 0 
back to the parts where any remains of pail 
are continued to be felt. Not ſo much even 
as the exoſtoſes, in caſe they are not invete - 
rate, upon which new frictions are not ſuc- 
ceſsfully made. In this manner, if the pa- 
tient be of an ordinary ſize, and no accident 
has befallen, there will be uſed about ſix, ſe- 
ven, or eight ounces of unguent. The time 
the patient continues in the ſheets 1s as little 
determined as the number of frictions, or the 
quantity of unguent. In general, beſides the 
time neceſſary to anoint a patient all over, he 
is to continue ſeven or eight days in the ſheets 
after the laſt friction: On this footing we de- 
pend upon a quarantain of days; but the ſu- 
reſt rule is, the diſappearing of the ſymptoms. 
The manner of terminating the cure is 
quite ſimple; ſince the buſineſs is only to 
bleed and purge the patient with his ordinary 
medicine; after which care is taken to clean 
him. It is proper to remark here, that tho' 
it may ſeem the danger is over, if, however, 
the ſeaſon be unkindly, it will not be amiſs 
to oblige the patient, for ſome days longer, to 
keep his room. The reaſon is plain, becauſe 
he ſtill has ſome remains of mercury about 
him, capable of cauſing great alterations, if 

care be not taken. 5 1 
This is ſo true, that after the cure there 
has ſometimes been obſerved to happen a co- 
pious ſalivation, and an univerſal bloatedneſs. 
And tho' this is not a frequent caſe, yet it is 
proper we be upon our guard; and we _ 
| _ ſuffer 
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ſuffer ourſelves to be directed by every expe- 
rience, and learn to obviate every emergency. 


Such, Sir, is the method we follow at Mont- 


pellier, the particulars of which I have juſt 
given you with all the exactneſs roflible. 
But I am well appriſed that this will not be 


thought ſufficient, and that you doubtleſs ex- 


pect I ſhould ſay ſomething further on the 


| manner of treating the particular ſymptoms 


which are the ordinary attendants on the ve- 
nereal diſeaſe ; you are perfectly ſenſible I 


can refuſe you nothing; but for this time 


you muſt allow me ſome reſpite, which I 


know 7 will readily agree to. Iam, 


SIR, 1200 
Yours, c. 


fis agreed that mercury is one of the 


moſt powerful remedies for the cure of vene- 


real diſeaſes; and phyſicians give out, that of 
all the methods of uſing it, that of rubbing 


the body with the mercurial unguent is the 


beſt, the ſureſt, and only way to effect a ra- 
dical cure. 

This method of friction has for a long 
time been very fatal, when inconſiderately 
performed on the whole habit of the body; 
its effects were the plaintive groans of the pa- 
tients, and this was all that was known of 
the matter. Heaven had reſerved for two 
illuſtrious men of our day, the manner of 


remedy ing theſe diſorders, or more n ly, 
this deſolation. 
The 
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The firſt was the celebrated M. Barbeyrac, 


doctor of phyſick in the univerſity of Mone- 
pellier, who could not bear that a remedy, 
which he looked. upon as an infallible fpeci- 


fick, thould prove deſtructive to ſuch num. 


bers of patients, by the violent fymptoms it 
almoft ever produced; he was appriſed that 
theſe ſymptoms were caufed by the methed 


of univerſal frictions then in practice; he 


imagined that, in order to put a ſtop to the 


violence of the mercury, it was neceſfary to 


ſuppreſs the uſe of theſe frictions; and ſub- 


ſtitute particular frictions in their room. 


This phyſician was one of the greateſt 
lights of phyſick; yet how rarely is it that 
men carry things at once to a certain point 
of perfection, we only come to, it in ſome 
meaſure by gradual ſteps; he left many things 
imperfect and incorrect in his method, to 
render it the more ſalutary; as preparing the 
patients a longer time, interpoſing greater 
intervals between each friction, and cauſing 


them to uſe, in the courſe of theſe frictions, 


a milk-diet, and diluting ptiſans, in order 
to deaden and blunt the action of the remedy: 
And it is to the learned M. Chicoyneau, firf 
phyſician to the king, that we are indebted 


for theſe corrections, which are ſo many 


happy diſcoveries, which he publiſhed in the 
year 1718, in a theſis which: was diſputed in 


the ſchools of phyſick at Montpellier, in 


which he eftabliſhes, by ſolid reaſons, and a 
ſet of obſervations which are very circum- 
ſtantial, 


ere Te Fw) 
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ſtantial, that the principal intention, in the 
cure of the pox, ſhould be the avoiding a fa- 


livation ; that this ſort of evacuation is more 


dangerous than uſeful, and that we ought to 
apply ourſelves rather to extinguiſh than eva- 
cuate the venom. Nothing is a greater com- 
mendation both to the method and its au- 
thor, than the oppoſition it met with, at firſt 
ſetting out, among men of the greateſt parts 


and experience in this ſubject, who were af- 
terwards forced to become its apologiſts, and 


to conform to the practice of this able phy- 
ſician. | 

Tho' this method, were it equally well 
practiſed as it was at firſt taught, be prefera- 
ble to all the preceding methods, it labours 
under a good many inconveniences, from the 
changes and alterations made therein; incon- 
veniencies, of which the moft conſiderable 
ariſe from the defect of purification and pre- 
paration of the mercury z but inſtead of at- 
tempting to remedy theſe inconveniencies, by 
removing their cauſe, that is by purifying and 
preparing the mercury, things of a diſtant 


and remote conſideration have been attempt- 


ed. | 


I wave, for a moment, (purpoſing to treat 
of each in its place) a great number. of in- 
conveniencies, moſt of which ariſe, from 
the manner of adminiſtring the remedy, ei- 
ther in the common practice, or in the ali- 


ment and the regimen preſcribed the patient, 


and other things of that kind. 
„55 But 
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But there is another unavoidable inconve. 
nience, which I cannot too early point at, 
ariſing from the nature and action of the 
mercury, How little ſkilled ſoever we are 


in the knowledge of this mineral, we muſt 
allow it to have integrant parts, highly un- 


active and lumpiſh, which, by their weight, 


ſhake and irritate the ſolids much, and break 


the humours ; which is the reaſon that it i 
conſidered as a fuſing, diſſolving remedy, ca. 
pable of inducing conſiderable alterations in 


the machine; and of this the heat, which it 


excites all over the body, the railing the pulſe, 


and other effects it produces, are ſo many in- 
cConteſtable proofs. It is from this violent 
action of mercury, we muſt derive all the 


ſymptoms uſually produced by frictions; and 


without mentioning here the very bad effects 
it anciently cauſed, in the way of univerſal 


frictions, not conducted with prudence, it is 


certain, what precautions ſoever be taken, 
that many patients cannot be guarded againſt 
grievous, and thoſe very often mortal ſymp- 
tons. . 


For inſtance, it has been experienced, in 
what manner ſoever you conduct the frictions, 


.cither with regard to the quantity of un- 
guent, or the diſtance of time between each 
friction, the patients often fall into ſaliva- 


tions, watchfulneſs, head-aches, cardialgia's, 


ulcers in the mouth, nauſea's, vomitings, 
dyſenteries, weakneſs, ſyncope's, and other 
ſymptoms, which are attended with fatal 


3 | . 
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conſequences, and bring on death, if the pa- 


tients be ſubject to tender lungs, or be of a 
bad habit of body. 


The ableſt and moſt ſagacious phiykilhine 


muſt own, that many patients, to whom 


frictions have been adminiſtred with all the 


circumſpection and prudence poſſible, have 
| not failed of becoming paralytick, and of lo- 
fing the uſe of all their limbs, without a poſ- 


ſibility of aſſigning any other cauſe than the 
exceſſive action of the mercury upon the brain 
and nerves; a thing unavoidable, eſpecially 
if the falivation be provoked, either by the 
unſkilfulneſs of the operator, or by the na- 

tural diſpoſition of ſome patients to falivate 
with too much eaſe, who have always failed 
of a cure by this method. The reaſon aſ- 
ſigned for it by the ableſt phyſicians, and 
which is very juſt, is, that a copious ſaliva- 
tion coming on after the firſt or ſecond fric- 
tion, obliges to ſuſpend them; and that we 


cannot ſupply the blood with a ſufficient 


quantity of mercury to deſtroy the venom, 
whoſe malignity has been only, ſo to ſpeak, 
provoked to the combat, irritated, rouſed, 
and re-animated to heighten our ills, and 
bring on our deſtruction. 

Far from undertaking the purification of 
the mercury, men obſtinately continue to ad- 
miniſter it, ſuch as it comes out of the mine, 
ever abounding with impurities, as has been 
demonſtrated ; and the only care has been, to 
divert a ſalivation. Some have imagined to 

N L 2 | inter- 
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interpoſe baths with! the frictions, others pur. 
gatives. Such are the opinions and methods 
of M. Haguenot and Guiſard, able phyficians 
of Montpellier, they have put in practiſe the 
moſt delicate ſtrokes of {kill and art, to ſup- 
port and make their method prevail. | 

It is pretended we may avoid a falivation 
by the means of purgatives interpoſed with 
frictions, which are commonly uſed during 
the action of the remedy, in order to prect- 
pitate, according to them, the mercury ; or, 
to ſpeak more properly, derive the humours 
downwards, eſpecially upon obſerving the 
leaſt tendency to falivate, and it 1s found 
more commodious to uſe theſe medicines, 
than repeated bathings. " 

But 1s certain that this method by purga- 
tives cannot be ſalutary, becauſe the purga- 
tives uſed, and of which we have ſeveral for- 
mula's, encreaſe the motion of the blood, 
diffipate its fineſt parts, reduce the patients 
to a ſtate of deſiccation, hinder the action of 
the mercury, by determining it towards the 
inteſtines, and by diſcharging it, which is 
contrary to the intention, which is to make 
it circulate or flow about with the blood. 
Beſides theſe remedies, by diverting the eva- 
cuation of the ſalival glands towards thoſe of 
the inteſtines, only cauſe an alteration in the 
courſe of the humours, without guarding the 
patients againſt the inconveniencies of a ſali- 
vation, which conſiſt, as is well known, in 
:mpoveriſhing the blood of its ſeroſities, and 

depriving 
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depriving it of a part of a vehicle, which 
ſerves to keep up its circulation, and dilute 
the pocky concretions; which is the reaſon 
that this manner of avoiding a ſalivation of- 
ten leaves the patients in a worſe ſtate than 
they were before entering upon a courſe of 
remedies, _ : 
In fine, it ever happens that theſe pungent 
| remedies occaſion colicks, obſtinate fluxes, 
ſuperpurgations, and other dangerous ſymp- 
toms, which render this method highly ſuſ- 
pected, and even prejudicial to the cure of 

the pox. | © 

M. Haguenot, whom I would by no means 
deprive of the glory of having furniſhed me 
with a part of the objections for deſtroying 
the method of the interpoſition of purgatives 
with the friftions, to avoid a falivation, en- 
deavours to eſtabliſh his method upon the 
ruins of others, and pretends that it is not ſo 
with bathing, which, far from producing the 
bad effects of purgatives, prevents even all 
thoſe, which the too violent action of the 
mercury might produce ; fince by means of 
the particles of water, which it throws plen- 
tifully into the body by the abſorbing conduits 
of the ſkin, it relaxes the ſolids, dilutes the 
lymph and pocky concretions, facilitates the 
circulation and mixture of the mercury with 
the concretions remaining in the blood, tem- 
pers the too great heat, ſupplies the loſs 
which is ſuſtained by inſenſible perſpiration, 
and thereby maintains the flexibility of the 
veſſels, and fluidity of the humours, 

By > Truth 
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Truth ſhould prevail over every other con- 
fideration : it were to be wiſhed, that the 
effects anſwered the promiſing expectations; 
that is, that the interpoſition of bathing with 
frictions could controul the action of the 
mercury, put a ſtop to its great violence, 
prevent ſalivation, and procure a radical cure, 
not only of the pox, as 1s pretended, but 
of all other venereal ſymptoms too ; as ſhan- 
kers®*, bubo's*, venereal wens, condyloma's, 
exoſtoſes , tetters*®, and other ſpecics of par- 


| ticular 
2 Shankers, or cancers ; little malignant ulcers, whoſe lips 
are callous, which diſcharge a ſerous ar of a yellowiſh, 
reeniſh, or greyiſh caſt, and are ſurrounded with ſmall tume- 
Fed obſtructed blood-veſſels, reſembling the claws of a little 
crab, whence it has taken its name cancer, Shankers are diſ- 
tinguiſhed into fimple, ſcorbutic and pocky. The ſimple 
ariſe in the mouth, and differ not from the aphthæ. The 
ſcorbutick fall alſo upon the mouth, in particular the gums, 
The venereal or pocky ariſe in the natural parts, Beſides the 
appellation of ſhankers, they have alſo that of a caries of the 
udenda. Ts | | : 
* A bubo is a phlegmonic tumour, hard and oval, which 
commonly comes ſlowly to ſuppuration ; its ſeat is in the con- 
globated glands of the pubes, ſometimes in thoſe of the arm- 
Pits. It 1s cauſed by a pocky virus. It comes to be as large 
as a pigeon or pullet's egg. We ſhall ſpeak of it in its place, 
and give a fuller explanation of it. | 5 
© Venereal wens, called porreaux, are round wens or warts, 
which have a head like that of the ſmall leek, and ſtick to 
the ſkin by ſmall fibres, reſembling the fibres of the root of 
this plant, which is the reaſon they are particularly called por- 

reaux, there being ſeveral kinds of warts. on 
4 Exoſtoſes, preternatural bony tumours, which ariſe upon 
the ſurface of the bone. This fort of tumour takes up ſome- 
times its whole length, which is common in the rachitis, in 
which often the whole ſubſtance of the bone is tumefied. The 
prey and the ſcorbutick are very ſubject to exoſtoſes. In the 
ing's-evil and the gout, they commonly ſeize on the apophy- 
ſes, the tarſus, the carpus, the joints of the fingers, ard the 

other articulations of the extremities. | 
etter, is an eriſipelatous tumour, leſs ruddy than the 
eriſipeles, accompanied with ſmall puſtules, which gnaw and 
85 cat 
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ticular pox; but unhappily the experiments 
anſwer not expectation. 1 


On the contrary, bathing, which is good 
and highly ſalutary for preparing the patient, 
is highly pernicious and detrimental in the 


courſe of the treatment, and adminiſtration 
of other remedies. Beſides, tis known that 
ſew perſons are capable of going through a 
certain courſe of bathing, and the almoſt ever 
unavoidable accidents they bring along with 


them, as fatal, not only as the bleedings and 


purgatives which are uſed in the other me- 
thod to prevent ſalivation, but as ſalivation 
itſelf, Reaſon, experience, and the opinion 


of Boerhaave, entirely overthrow this me- 


thod, + | | 
We will afterwards ſhew the uſe bathing 


ſhould be put to, and the manner how; its 


good and its bad effects, in order to be able 

to put in practiſe the one, and avoid the 

other. | | Rat 
Having related, as exactly as we have done, 


the method for the cure of venereal diſeaſes 
by the way of extinction, a method which is 


pretended, as I have ſhewn, to have been 
corrected and carried to its higheſt degree of 
perfection, by the means of bathing, and by 

L 4 W a 
eat the ſkin, and render it rough and unequal. It is diſtin- 


guiſned into two ſorts, the ſimple and the live; the ſimple is 
called herpes, or miliary. tetter, herpes miliaris, herpes cen- 


chrias; it is farinaceous or cruſtaceous, The live tetter, her- 


pes ferus, papula fera, iof0puey, is corroding and E or 
malignant and cancerous. Tetters are ſometimes ſymptomatic, 
and take their appellation from the principal diſeaſe; ſuch are 
the ſcorbutic and pocky. | 
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a total ſuppreſſion of ſalivation. Let us now, 


with the ſame exactneſs, relate the method 
for the cure of this ſame diſeaſe, by the way 
of ſtrong frictions and copious ſalivations. 
Some ill-natured critick will probably tell 
us; We, your readers, are no ſtrangers to 
theſe methods; you can lay claim to no 
greater a character than that of a weak and 
mean compiler, and conſequently you give 
us nothing new. To this I anſwer, ſo far it 
is true, I give nothing new. That, however, 
we may draw a great advantage, and gather 
much profit from the expoſition I have made 
of both theſe methods, and even to conclude, 
that every kingdom divided againſt itſelf 
ſhall be brought to ruin, and not be able to 
ſtand ; that conſidering the great number of 
opinions and ſentiments, the changes and con- 
traditions in theſe two methods, we muſt 


reſt in another method, which may be with- 
out theſe capital defects; and that what I 


_ propoſe ought, for its goodneſs and fimplicity, 
to fix and determine us; that it is the only 
one, when conducted by an able phyſician and 
ſurgeon, from which we can expect a happy 
ſucceſs and a perfect cure; it is this we will 


eſtabliſh more particularly in the ſequel of 


this work, after having compleated the whole 
extent of its plan; that is, after having given 


an account of the method of frictions, and 


diſcovered all its hazard. 
As I have made it a rule to myſelf, to {ct 
forth theſe methods to the greateſt advantage, 


that 
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that it may not with any juſt colour be ob- 
jetted, that it is through jealouſy, conceit, 
or other bad motive, I diſguiſe the truth, and 
would eſtabliſh my own method to the pre- 

judice of others by ſuch means; I declare, 
that truth is what I ſeek for; all I aſk, is a 
fair examination; and I am even hopeful that 
the diſintereſted, both among phyſicians and 
ſurgeons, will do it without prejudice, and 
without partiality ; and in examining both 
theſe methods, I beg that, even without pay- 
ing any regard to my reaſons, my obſerva- 
tions, and experiences, they would deign to 
give themſelves the trouble to try my method, 
to be convinced of its truth. Happy for me 
could I excite the emulation of thoſe of the 
profeſſion, who have the ſame views with 
myſelf, and that we all concurred to promote 
the advantage of the publick. _ 

After this ſlight digreſſion, which I thought 
needful, let us hear the plea of thoſe who 
ſtand up for, and practiſe the method of, 
ſtrong frictions and copious falivations. 

We confine ourſelves to examine the wri- 
tings of M. Aſtruc; that great phyſician has 
brought together every thing that can with 
advantage be ſaid on the ſubject, all which 
he ſets off with an admirable elaquence. 


n What pity is it, that ſo ſublime a genius hass [| 
id undertaken the patronage of ſo bad a cauſe! | 

in the character of another Hercules, in all | 
et his terrors, overturning every oppoſition by | 
e, his reaſonings, his ſyllogiſms, and antitheſes, | 
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&c. explaining and expreſſing himſelf, and 
deciding, with the abſolute air of a maſter 
genius; but a woman was able to put a ſtop 


to the progreſs, to the rapid and glorious 
courſe K the victories of this hero. Conſi- 
dering myſelf, in compariſon with M. Aftruc, 
as a dwarf, a pigmy, I however venture to 


tell him, with all the mildneſs, deference, 
and even reſpect, due to his eminent learn- 


ing, that his method is extremely bad, per. 
nicious; and detrimental ; that if, on oocaficn 


of ſome atheiſts and fanaticks, it has been 


ſaid, that the devil has had his martyrs too, we 
may ſay the pox have had theirs, through the 


tortures and ſufferings, and often death itſelf, 
which this inhuman 'method, by ſtrong fric- 
tions and copious ſalivations, brings along 


with it, and through the obſtinate conceit of 
chuſing to treat this diſtemper by this me- 
thod. We venture to tell him, that he 
groſſly deceives himſelf to imagine, that, in 
order to the cure of venereal diſeaſes, ſtrong 
frictions and copious ſalivations are neceſſary. 
And that he ſtill continues to deceive him- 


felf, to imagine that this diſeaſe took its rife 
and date at the ſiege of Naples, under the 


reign of Charles VIII. To perſiſt in that 


opinion, ſhews our ignorance of the nature 
of the diſeaſe. In fine, that he deceives him- 


ſelf to imagine this diſtemper to be on the 


decline, on the point of ceaſing, diſappearing, 
and coming to a period. A pleaſing predic- 


tion this, indeed ; he announces the golden 


age 
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age to the world, a total reformation of man- 
ners: For, in ſpite of this oracle, it is but too 
true, as a celebrated divine, after St. Paul, 
ſpeaks, that impurity, as the moſt contagi- 
ous, moſt obſtinate and ſhamefal of vices, is 
more afflictive than all the others put toge- 
ther, being, both to ſoul and to body, a genu- 
ine plague and a torture, « 44 1 1 5 


Y CHAP. II. | 
Containing the method of friftions and ſalive- 
tions, as practiſed by M. Aſtruc. 


. | 
1.* We ought to chuſe a good and pure 


mercury, free from all mixture, if poſſible, 


revived from cinnabar, in order to divide, 
with more eaſe, into molecules of an extreme 
ſmalneſs. 5. 

2. To extinguiſh or kill the mercury in a 
braſs mortar with ſpittle, or at moſt with a 

fe drops of turpentine, to the end that the 
| parts, which are leſs entangled, may more 
readily reſume their firſt form. 


3. 


2 The neceſſity of having a pure mercury, is a thing every 
one owns; but we ought not to flatter ourſelves that what we 

uſe is ſuch. It is no wiſe impoſſible to have mercury revived 
ſrom einnabar, nothing is ſo eaſy, but at the ſame time nothing 
ſo uſeful, as employing purified mercury in the manner we 
have taught. | 


d _— are ſenſible of the inconveniencies of this raciſe, 


being ſubject to an infected ſpittle, which entering into the 
body, by 


the aid of the mercury, comes to be ſtrained with 
the blood, | e SAG 
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3. To mix the mercury with hog's-lard 


which is freſh and inſipid, not ſharp and 
ruſty, for fear it ſhould burn the ſkin, 25 
3 is the caſe, or raiſe at the roots of 
the hair itching pimples. 

4. To ſet the mercurial unguent before a 
clear fire, and previouſly to make dry fricti. 
ons upon the part till it turns ruddy, to the 
end the pores may be the more opened, and 
receive more of the mercury. 

To ſpread and apply the unguent in 
rubbing, and not daub the body over with a 
pencil, and for that end to make uſe of an 
unguent, a little thick inſtead of thin, for the 
particles of the mercury, quickened by the 
motion and heat of the rubbing, to penetrate 
the deeper. 

6. To continue each friction, till the un- 
guent appear to dry on the part of the ſkin 
you rub, and flow with difficulty under the 
hand of the operator. 

. Not to allow the patient to rub himſelf, 
as fome would have, but by perſons fit fo 


this ſervice, who will rub more ſtrongly, and 


for a longer time, and to make them do it 
with the naked hand, and without gloves, in 


order to cauſe a greater degree of heat; tho 


the operator run the riſk of a ſalivation him- 
ſelf, if he performs in one and. the ſame day 
on a number of patients, 


© Is it poſſible to be ſenſible of i inconveniencies, and not cn- 
deavour to avoid them | generally the lard of a leprous hog 1s 
made uſe of, the leproſy being a 3 with _ thels 
animals are almoſt all of them infected. 


* 
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8. To cover the rubbed part, to prevent 
the wiping off of the unguent; to put the 
patient, at the end of each friction, into a 
warm bed, where he is to continue for an 
hour, or half an hour, for the heat to cauſe 
the mercury to penetrate the better. | 
The doſe for the frictions is commonly 
from two to three drams ; and we ſhould uſe 
about five or ſix ounces of mercury, and 
ſometimes more. VV 
The frictions ſhould be preceded by bleed- 
ings, purges, diluting apozems, bathing, and 
ſometimes by the uſe of the mineral waters. 
As to the ſalivations, it is but juſtice to re- 
late what M. Aſtruc ſays of them, in purſu- 
ance of his method, in the ſofteſt manner, 
and conſequently with the appearance of the 


leaſt danger, provided we are certain that a 


ſufficient quantity of mercury has entered the 
body, falivation is not abſolutely neceſſary to 
deſtroy the pox ; yet ſalivation is the ſureſt 
and eaſieſt way to diſcharge the greateſt part 
of the virus lying concealed in the blood ; 


and therefore coming ta fail, it muſt be ſup- 


plied by other evacuations, either natural, as 
ſweat and urine ; or artificial, as by ſtool, to 
procure an exit to the venom. „ 
gReſides, the ſalivation is an aſſured rule to 
judge, both of the quantity of the mercury 
which is gone into the body, and its action 
upon 

A very uncertain rule. The beſt rule whereby to judge 
of the effect of the remedy, is to examine whether the patient 


be better, and the cauſes of the diſtemper ceaſe ; whether the 
ſymptoms are cured and removed. | 
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upon the blood, and conſequently to knoy I ul. 
how, with more certainty, to conduct the de 
cure, according to the nature and ſtanding of 1 
the diſeaſe, 1 fo! 
© Beſides, falivation appears to be neceſſary. is 
to give the virus an outlet, either to inform 35 
the phyſician in what he has done, or wha = 
remains to be done, to the end he may not 5 
combat the diſtemper in the dark, and witb- if 
out rule to direct him. be 
* Salivation is chiefly neceſſary, when the 
pox is of an old ſtanding, and inveterate; 2 
when the venom has taken deep root; and : 
when it has occupy'd a great many places; i 
for in that caſe the remedy ſhould be propor- l 
tioned to the greatneſs of the malady, which | 
is to be rooted out and deſtroyed. b Thy 
However, ſalivation muſt always be con. 7 
ducted with prudence, and, if there be occa- 2 
ſion, moderated by purgatives; ſo that the " 
N _* © ulcer f 
© This way, on the contrary, is violent and out of the com- 
mon courſe ; whereas that by ſweat and inſenſible perſpiration 
is natural, and always the uſual method of nature herſelf, Hg 
f An abuſe of principles, a falſe application of maxims, and Wi 
vague reaſonings ; a diſtemper can never be ſuppoſed to be bl 
_ deſtroyed by encreaſing it; the more a patient is over-whelmed 
by his load of diſeaſe, the leſs occafion there is to torture him. 4 
8 Truth has almighty force; it obliges this author to retraft } 
and overthrow all he has ſaid in favour of ſalivations: For, 45 
% ſays he, to what purpoſe is it to waſte and exhauſt, without = 
* any diſcretion, poor patients, by teazing, watchings, and ky 
< the tortures of a cruel, intolerable, and always hazardous th 
« ſalivation; if in ſparing them all theſe evils, they may be 6 
* cured with equal certainty.” Hold there, and I will admire ch 
you as a very great phyſician ; but do not perſiſt in ſaying, © 
that the patient ſhould diſcharge, by the mouth, at leaſt two 70 
pounds of ſaliva a day. Where is the neceſſity of this falwa- : 


tion 


. r . ̃ . ̃ . . ̃ Br A es or ee eee 


ite; 
and 
oES 


9 


lich 


On- 


cca- 
the 


lcers 


com- 


ration 


5, and 
to be 
elmed 
> him, 
retratt 
© For, 
1thout 
8, and 
ardous 
nay be 
1dmire 
aying, 
{ two 
ſaliva- 

tion 


* 


VENEREAL MALADIES. 159 


ulcers of the mouth be not. numerous nor 


| erp, and that th paticnt diſcharge each day 


no more than one or two pounds of faliva : 
for to what purpoſe is it ('tis M. Aſtruc who 
ſtill ſpeaks) to torment, waſte, and exhauſt, 
without any diſcretion, poor patients, by teaz- 
ing, watchings, and the tortures of a. cruel, 
intolerable, and always hazardous falivation, 


if, by ſparing them all theſe evils, they may 
be cured with equal certainty, _ 


We muſt even avoid falivations, by admi- 
niſtering frictions in ſmall doſes, and at in- 
tervals; or if the ſalivation come on, we muſt 
ſtop it by purgatives ; when the patient is 
threaten'd with . the phthyſick, or ſubje& to 
the epilepſy ; when the gums are threatened 


with the ſcurvy ;, when the throat, and the 


neighbouring parts, are full of ſcrophulous 
tumors; when a woman is with child; and 
when the weakneſs of the patient puts him 
out of a condition to go through with a fali- 
vation, &c. 5 1 | 

I 


tion, ſince you acknowledge, that the cure can be performed 
without it; and ſince you ſay, that it is fatal to perſons trou- 
bled with the pthyſick, epilepſy, ſcurvy, and king's-evil, and 
to women with child? Should an author of leſs reputation and 
authority than the perſon whoſe, method I have pitched upon, 
by way of preference, as being the chief, be guilty of ſuch de- 
vations, and give into ſuch contradictions, people would take 
no notice, looking upon all his errors as being of no conſe- 
quence: but in Brcdebrated an author as M. Aſtruc, every 
ng becomes of importance; wherefore we beg of him to be 
conſiſtent with himſelf, and to ſuppreſs. and diſcard falivations 
for ever. And if it be true, as 7 believe it is, that he cured 


that Spaniard who was given over by the phyſicians at Barce- 


lona and Montpelier; and the young man, who had been be- 
fore under the care of Dr. Boerhaave ; the ſucceſs was only 
owing to his uſing no ſalivations, as he himſelf ſays. 


- | = 
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I could, fo to ſay, bear down this method 
of ſalivations with a crowd of authorities; 
and to make the horror of it appear, ſhow 
that it is contrary to the practice of the ableſt 
phyſicians of our days; atid with an air of 
vanity and triumph, make a great number of 
quotations, but I chuſe rather to remit M. 
Aſtruc to his own breaſt, his own great know- 
ledge and probity ; he perceives the truth, 
and there is room to hope that he will put f 
in practice; for I owe him too much juſtice 
to believe, that he is like thoſe who, though 
they know the truth, yet make it to depend 
upon their prejudices, and on whatever the) 
have once reſolved to follow. 
What fatal and irreparable effects does not 
ſalivation produce? the mouth all inflamed, | 
full of eryſipelatous ulcers, galling puſtules, 
and little ulcers full of a whitiſh and ſtinking 
matter at the bottom ; whence ariſes a flood 
of ſaliva and ſlimy ſlaver, like the white of 
an egg, which brings after it the moſt cruel 
pains and tortures, and the moſt fatal ſymp- 
toms; the head ſwells very much, the pati- 
ent is all over bloated and disfigured, his teeth 
looſened, his tongue ſwelled up, ſo that he 
is ſtifled and cannot breathe. Io this I add, 
what ought to have opened the eyes of the 
partiſans of this method, which is contrary to 
the end that they propoſe, and that is, in 
proportion as the ſalivation encreaſes, not 
only all the ſecretions are diminiſhed and to- 
tally ſuppreſſed, but likewiſe the urine and 


perſpi- 


4 
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perſpiration, which are known to be the ſu- 


reſt and happieſt ways for driving out the 


pocky venom, and all the other bad humours. 


pe Kir he on 
The apologiſt for the method of ſalivation 
and frictions; after a good many efforts to 


eſtabliſh the ſuperiority of this method above 


all others, throws himſelf into a declamation 


that is idle enough, and even miſtimed, by a 
particular, and in ſome meaſure, favourite, ob- 
ſervation, which he has taken care to put in 
diſtinguiſhed characters, in order to render it 


the more remarkable. It appears, ſays he, 


clearly, that mercury never produces its effects 
better, than when its imperceptible particles 
have inſinuated themſelves into the veſſels that 
are ſlightly embarraſſed with a little fat, and 


by that means rendered capable of reducing 
themſelves, without any difficulty, into very 


ſubtile and perfectly round globules, which 


freely. circulate thro' the blood like a fine dew.“ 


He goes on; and here it is that he plays off 
the chemiſts, and means to turn them into 

ridicule. I leave the chemical gentlemen to 
examine why they torment, to no purpoſe, 
the molecules of mercury by ſo many tortures, 
ſolutions, calcinations, precipitations, ſublima- 
tions, &c. why they clog them with ſo many 


ſulphurous particles in their preparations of 
cinnabar; why they impregnate and arm 
them with ſo many cauſtick and noxious falts 
in their precipitates and ſublimates: in a word, 

| * why 


1 
1 
. 5 
i f 
4 
il 
14 
j + 
1238 
it 1 
_ 
- 1 
= 
{7 BF 
4 
14 
118 
TH 9H: 
Wi 
7 
N 
? | 
Y 1 
1 
{2 
i #3 
| 


— 


* o —2 
—— —— 
r 4% 2 — — 
— — —— 


tion to make the mercurial particles loſe their 


of mercury. The truth is (tis ſtill M. Aſtruc 


not compoſed which approach near to poiſon, 


EP 
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why they unite mercury with ſo many acrid 
calces, and metals in their precipitates of ve- 
nus ſolaris, and ſome others, with an inten- 


natural force, upon which depends the whole 
virtue of the remedy, and which is the pecu- 
liar, not to ſay, the only cauſe of the effects 


who ſpeaks) that by this means, if drugs are 


a thing very much to be feared ; at leaſt the ( 
remedies are made a great deal leſs efficacious any 
for the cure of the pox, ſeeing theſe ſorts of Pre 
additions are as ſo many obſtacles to the natu- 70⁰ 
ral efficacy of the mercurial particles. : as f 
What we have juſt now related, is ſpirited the 
and pretty ! there is room to believe that this and 
author has not given ſcope to his imagination, his 
but in order to have occaſion to enliven the aci 
ſubject from the grave air of reaſonings! _ mel 
But irony apart: the objections and decla- ſppir 
mations that have been made, are no more ap 
than a phantom, which he has formed in or- part 
der to have the pleaſure of combating it. fluie 
There is reaſon to condemn certain mercu- . and 
rial preparations, particularly thoſe we have ratic 
juſt mentioned, becauſe they are bad, al- fect 
| moſt as much as his method: but it is a lt. be 
tle too hard to ſtrike in general at all the of fi 
chemiſts and their preparations. Our author, trul! 
a great phyſician, and who conſequently only 
ſhould be a good chemiſt himſelf, a neceffary = 
ur 


and indiſpenſable qualification, as we have 
= ſhewn 
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ſhewn already, ought to "ns ut his own hand to 
the work, and correct what he found amiſs 
in theſe preparations, which he juſtly con- 
demns; we ſhould believe, that by the excel» 
lence of his genius, he would have given us 
| ſomething rare and valuable, namely, the true 
ſpecifick for the cure of venereal diſeaſes, had. 
not he unluckily confined himſelf to ſimple 
: ceaſonings, which undoubtedly ought to give 
way to experience 
D pon this principle we defy him to ſay 
any thing reaſonable againſt the mercurial 
preparations which I have given, for I have 
room to hope, as well from his knowledge, 
as from Eis ſincerity, that he will agree that 
| theſe preparations are free from the reproaches 


and faults with which thoſe he mentions in 


his remark are charged, and diveſted of all 
acid and acrid ſalts. In a word, he will find the 
mercury reduced into a ponderous water, into 
ſpirits and pure quinteſſence; he is too good 
a phyſician, not to know what the ſounder 
part maintain, that all the molecules of 
fluid bodies, and even of water, are round 
and ſpherical; that conſequently theſe prepa- 
rations contain, in an eminent degree of per- 
fection, all the virtues and qualities which 
he aſcribes to mercury, adminiſtered by way 
of friction; it will be found that this mixt is 
truly purified, and that in this ſtate it has not 
only the deſired qualities, but that it contains 
Internally in its ſubſtance, homogeneous to 
our natures, the neceſſary virtues for utterly 
M 2 extir- 
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ing the maſs of blood. 


kind of acid, acrid, and pungent ſalts. It is 
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extirpating the pocky venom, and for renew. 


In vain would people attack my Prepara- 
tions, under the pretext of their containing 
mixtures, and acid, acrid, and pungent falts, 
and that conſequently they are nne and 
noxious. 

Theſe reproaches would be very Al ground. 
ed, as they would be contrary to truth ; for, 
1. There will be found no mixture of any 


an eaſy matter to be convinced of this, by an 
examination and analyſis of my preparations, 
2. If I have made uſe of falts and acid li- 
quors, in order to arrive at the ſolution of my 
mercury, it is only as neceſſary agents that 
have done ſo, in order to open, work, and 
purify it ; but theſe agents have not remained 
in my preparations ; I have taken them out. 
It is an eaſy matter to be ſtill more convinced 
of this important truth, by means of an exa- 
mination and analyſis of the preparations. 
Suffer me to make uſe of a very ſimple ' 
compariſon, in order to render the matter 
obvious and paſt all doubt upon this head. 
We uſe every day, for inſtance, a knife to 
pare an apple, we throw away the ſkin, and 
whatever elſe is not proper to eat, and then 
we lay by the knife: What harm has it done, 
or can it poſſibly do us, in eating this apple: 
none at all; though it be a very dangerous 
weapon in the hands of a fool. Once more; 
there is no reaſonable pretext for any demur, 
3 . there 
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there are no acid, nor any other dangerous 
mixtures; if I have made uſe of the one and 
the other, it is like the above-mentioned knife; 
I have taken them quite out, there does not 
remain even the idea or leaſt veſtige of them. 

It is aſtoniſhing that people ſhould dread 
the uſe -of mercury purified, digeſted, and 
prepared philoſophically, and not be afraid 
to adminiſter it impure and crude, charged 
with extraneous recrements, always hazar- 
dous, always noxious to our natures, becauſe 
they are contrary thereto : for beſides the rea- 
ſons of preference, which we have ſhewn 
throughout the whole courſe of our work, in 
favour of the mercury which by our method 
is to enter into the human body, above that 
of frictions ; it ſhould ſuffice to conſider, that 
we give only from five to ſix drops of the 
water of mercury, whereas by frictions, two, 
three, and four drams, at a time, are introdu- 
ced into the body, that never fails (notwith- 
ſtanding what they alledge) to reunite again 
in the body. If there be ſome damage to be 
apprehended in the uſe of mercury, as may 
be judged from the above compariſon alone, 
on which fide is the greateſt danger, or rather 
is there not always danger, and very often 
fatal accidents, attending the common me- 
thod of frictions. There never happens any 
in that which we propoſe; not only on ac- 
count of our preparations, which ſweeten, 
purify, and diveſt the mercury of all its ma- 
lignant qualities; but likewiſe on account of 
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the very ſmall quantity which we make to 
enter into the body, namely, a ſmall quantity 
of a very great virtue, and of a marvellous 
and infallible efficacy. 

If M. Aſtruc himſelf would condeſcend to 

give ſome attention to my mercurial prepa- 
rations and my method, I flatter myſelf that, 
raiſed as he is above the vulgar by his rate 
merit, far from cenſuring mercurial prepara- 
tions, he would become a zealous advocate 
for them. To fall into, and to continue in 
an error, is a pretty common thing amongſt 
the vulgar; but to acknowledge and confeſs 
one's error, is to ſurpaſs other men, and to 
deſerve the name of a wiſe man. 
In fact, it ſeems to me the ſhorteſt, the 
moſt certain, and the moſt direct road to ar- 
rive at the diſcovery of truth, to obſerve 
ſome moderation in one's ſentiments, and 
ſome modeſty in one's diſcourſe; never to 
maintain any opinion, how probable ſoever, 
with prepoſſeſſion and obſtinacy; to be al- | 
ways ready to hear the objections and reaſons 
of others, and even to adhere to them, and 
change opinion, if it be neceſſary. 

However we have ſtill a good many high 
ſtorms of this author to weather through ; 
but before we come to hear the thunder- 
crack, let us fortify ourſelves with courage 
and patience : after that, we will. enter into 
ſome detail, and endeavour to thew, that our 
opinion and method of curing venereal di- 
eaſes, by way of mercurial preparations taken 

2d internally, 


/ 
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internally, is founded upon the judgment and 
authority of the greateſt maſters of the art, 


AR r. III. 
1 prefer brevity to the a and advan- 


tage 1 might have of following M. Aſtruc 


ſtep by ſtep, ſince in going along, I might 


make him more and more ſenſible of his er- 


ror, in believing that the method of friction 


is the only and the beſt method that is in uſe 


for the cure of venereal diſeaſes. Moreover, 
it is certain that the contradictions and inſta- 
bility of the method and reaſonings which 


this author uſes, are ſufficient to ſhow how 


little ſolidity they have. It is a common 
fault, into which thoſe fall who embrace an 
erroneous opinion; truth never loſes its rights, 


it ſhines through the veil with which people 


want to cover it, with an intent to favour 


and gain credit to their opinion: but all theſe 
ſhifts become uſeleſs; that very truth can ne- 


ver be extinguiſhed; it ſhines and ſhows itſelf 


more illuſtrious, after it has diſperſed the 


clouds. The great variety that abounds 'in 


M. Aſtruc's writings, and the conceſſions 


which he makes, are a ſtriking inſtance of 


what I have juſt ſaid. 
In fact, we need only attend to the wri- 
tings of this celebrated phyſician, and we 


ſhall ſee to ariſe, from time to time, in ſome 
ſort, vapours, tempeſts, ſtorms, lightening, 


and thunder, which ſeem as if they would 
overturn every thing ; he admits of no other 
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opinion but his own, though that of others 
be grounded upon reaſon, which he pretends 
ſhould be of no weight in phyſick, when it « | 
ſtands alone. Let us hear this author, tis he WW 
who is going to make a terrible noiſe; and 
he alone is capable of doing it in ſuch ſtrong 
and emphatick terms as the following, B. 2, 
ch. 12. p. 255. Let then theſe impoſtors 
*© be gone, who, with their panacza's, pre- 
* cipitates, magiſteries, pills, powders, elixirs, 
s ſecrets; and mercurial tinctures, dare pro- 
« miſe a radical cure of a confirmed pox, 
« Let them at length forbear diſhonouring 
« phyſick, and rendering it odious, through 
« the abominable abuſe which they make of 
* excellent remedies, which being well ap- 
* plied, have reſtored, and will ſtill reſtore, 
* health to a great many people.“ 
After all this ado, it ſeems that there is no 
agreement, truce, reconciliation, nor peace to 
be expected; however the ſtorm ceaſes, lucid 
Intervals ſucceed, and the tempeſt is blown 
over; let us reſume courage: © One may 
t ſee by this (it is ſtill our author that 
* ſpeaks) that I do not pretend to con- 
« demn, in any ſhape, the internal uſe of 
© mercurial preparations ; on the contrary, I 
reckon them very uſeful, provided they be 
1 loy'd in thoſe maladies where they are 
N den et and with the method convenient 
« for venereal, juſt beginning and local, ma- 
ladies, as the gonorrhea, bubo's, ſhankers, 
- ** verruca's, &c. becauſe one has = to 
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« hope, that by ſuch remedies a venom, 
« which is but in ſmall quantity, and but 
newly communicated, may be rooted out.“ 
This is not all, our author makes us a great 


many more conceſſions, without any need of 


calling a congreſs ; there is however room t6 
believe, that it is by the mediation of the 
moſt able phyſicians, among others Dr. Boer- 
haave and Dr. Mead, who are very far from 
being altogether of his opinion: I mention 
theſe alone, that I may not over-burden, like 
him; this work with an idle liſt of names, 
and becauſe he juſtly gives them the higheſt 
raiſes, as being lovers of truth. In a word, 
or is-obliged to agree in two eſſential points. 

The firſt is, that by the way of friction 
and ſalivation, we cannot hope to cure every 
ſort of pox, 

The ſecond point! is, that theſe cures are 
reſerved to n taken n and to 
guijac. 

It will hardly be believed, that ſuch con- 
cefſions ſhould have eſcaped this author; but 
ſuch is the force of truth, that it ſhews itſelf 
in ſpite of us, what ſhifts and precautions ſo- 
ever we may take to conceal it. Our preju- 
dices impoſe upon us for a time, but ſooner 
or later we are obliged to ſubmit to truth.” In 
order to convince us of this, J am going to 
tranſcribe faithfully, and word for word, what 
this author ſays. 

All the liquors having recovered 8. 
* fluidity by means of * * 
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by way of friction, the veſſels, pores, and 
excretory ducts being opened, the oſcilla. 
tion of the fibres encreaſed, the circula. 
tion of the humours accelerated, and the 
pocky venom deſtroyed and rooted out, 
that is to ſay, the antecedent, concomi- 
tant, and efficient cauſes of the malady be. 
ing deſtroyed, the humours will no longer 
ſtagnate in the parts, and conſequently 
rheumatick and gouty pains will be quite 


© removed. 'The humours that are con 


to nature, not only thoſe of the ſoft parts 
but likewiſe of the bony parts, will be re- 
ſolved, ſuch as ganglions, nodus's, viſcous 
tumours, meliceres, atheroma's, ſteatoma's, 
ſchirrus's, exoſtoſes, and hyperoſtoſes, ero- 
ſions, and ulcers of the parts, will be cu- 
red; as alſo the different ſorts of tetters, 
puſtules, ulcers, and the caries : in fine, 
all the ſymptoms of the pox will diſappear 
„ C2 Tra 

* Moreover, what we ſay of the effect of 


- mercury, ſhould be taken with ſome grains 


of allowance; (it is ſtill our author that 
ſpeaks) for the action of the mercurial glo- 
bules upon the blood, the veſſels and the 
obſtacles which they meet with in theit 


way, being limited, it muſt alſo have a li- 


mited effect. Thus the mercury may quite 

carry off obſtructions, diſſipate groſs hu- 

mours, and diſcuſs tumours, when thc 

matter which forms them is ſtill ſoft and 

capable of yielding ; but the ſame mee 
e oup 


lla. 
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sought not to be expected when it is too 
« hard and compact; whence it happens, 
« that inveterate and obſtinate ganglions, no- 
« dus's, ſchirrhus's, exoſtoſes, and hyperoſ- 
« toſes, ſometimes continue after mercurial 
« frictions well adminiſtered, tho” the pocky 
« yenom be entirely deſtroyed.” All this has 


very much the air of a paradox; does it not 


carry with it ſome degree of complaiſance, 
were it only that, in favour of juſtice? our 
author yields to gayac, at the expence of 
mercury adminiſtered by way of friction; for 


1. He agrees that the decoction of guijac, 


as likewiſe the decoction of china-root, ſalſa- 
parilla, ſaſſafras, &c. are ſerviceable in vene- 
real maladies, when juſt beginning and local, 
as in a gonorrhea, bubo's, ſhankers, and ver- 
ruca's, in which the morbifick venom that 
1s but in ſmall quantity, may commonly be 
extirpated by a decoction of the woods; yet 
we muſt be cautious not to uſe it raſhly on 
lean, dry, pale, and bilious patients, or on 


ſuch as already have their lungs, kidneys, or 


bladder, affected with any diſorder. 


2. That this decoction uſed with the ſame 


precaution, is very ſerviceable in rooting out 
the pocky pains that may remain after mer- 
curial frictions, whether it be preſcribed alone, 
or given cut among cow's milk, according as 
the temperament of the patient is more moiſt 
or dry, more ſerous or faline. 1 

3. And laſtly, that it is ſometimes neceſ- 
fary after frictions duly adminiſtered, when 
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the pox is complicated with the king's-evil 
or ſcurvy, in ſuch a manner, that the ſymp. 
toms depend on theſe two cauſes ; for mer. 
cury, which powerfully deſtroys the ' pocky 
venom, for the moſt part makes no impreſ- 
ſion on the ſcrophulous or ſcorbutick venom; 
whereas they both happily yield to the de- 
coction of guijac. And therefore I have ſeen 
pocky patients attacked at the ſame time 
with the ſcurvy and the king's-evil, who 
zwnld not recover, notwithſtanding frictions 
duly adminiſtered, a perfect ſtate of health, 
till after they had uſed, for a month together, 
a decoction of guyac alone, or mixed with 
| other woods, and certain antiſcrophulous or 
1 antiſcorbutick herbs. _ eps lie 
| ö The thing that might have given occaſion 
to M. Aſtruc's making the conceſſions which 
ſeem entirely to deſtroy his opinion and me- 
thod, or that which at leaſt has obliged him 
in ſome - meaſure to recant, after what he 
has ſaid in fo high a ſtrain about the power- 
ful effects of mereury adminiſtered by way 
of friction, is probably owing to the obſer- 
vations made by M. Boerhaave on the uneffi- 
cacy of mercury, adminiſtered by way of 
friction, or perhaps owing to his own pro- 
per experience. M. Boerhaave gives an ac- 
count of a patient who had been given over 
by the phyſicians, whoſe medicines had pro- 
ved unſucceſsful, as well as mercurial fric- 
boy +4 tions, 
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See this author's preface to his edition of Aloyſius Luſinus, 
printed at Leyden, anno 17 28, | 
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tions, was nevertheleſs perfectly cured by 
ufing a decoction of guijac. M. Boerhaave 
goes on, and believes that mercury being put 
into motion by the vital force alone, cures 
certain venereal maladies, by driving out, 
when thus excited, the pocky venom : where- 
fore it has no efficacy, when this venom is 


fixed in places out of the reach of the action 
of the heart and arteries ; whence it happens 
that mercury adminiſtered by way of fricti- 
ons, does not cure the caries of the diploez 
but ſpreads in the bony cellules, that are void 
of marrow, and there remains fixed. Hence 
it likewiſe happens, that when the venom in- 
fects the marrow of the bones, the mercury 
does not carry it off but with a great deal of 
difficulty. And as to gonorrhœa's, that are 
only in the cellular texture of the penis, a 
place where the circulation of the humours is 
ſcarce perceptible, mercury never cures them, 


| whilſt at the ſame time it entirely deſtroys 


the predominant pox : moreover it cannot 
hinder the ſhedding of the ſmall bones, which 
are only covered with very fine ſimple mem 
branes ; but it can cure the venereal diſeaſes _ 
that are ſeated in places where there are arte- 
ries of blood, ſerum, or lymph, and other 
veſſels, in which the circulation of the fluids 
is performed with a convenient velocity, and 
which can receive the mercury into their ca- 
vities, and ſtrongly propel it by means of 
their contraction. 555 e! 


M. 
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M. Aftruc agrees exactly with M. Boer. 
haave; be differs but little from his princi. 
ples, and believes, according to his own, that 
the pox, of which M. Boerhaave ſpeaks, upon 
which mercurial frictions had no effect, and 
vrhich nevertheleſs was cured by a decoction 
of guijac, was ſcrophulous; and that conſe. 
quently it could not any wiſe affect the me- 
thod of frictions, nor prove the unſufficiency 
of mercury for deſtroying the fox according 

to that very method; but only its unſuffici. 
ency for curing the king's-evil, and a ſcro- 
pulous cache yx. . 

I leave the judicious world to determine 
the caſe, and the queſtion agitat:d between 
theſe two famous authors; and I will draw 
no other advantage from it, than that of ſhew- 
ing evidently, that the greateſt partiſans for 
the method of frictions, are forced to agree, 
1. That this method is unſufficient to cute 

all forts of pox, particularly the ſcrophulous 
fort, a ſcrophulous and ſcorbutick cachexy, 
gonorrhaa's, bubo's, ſhankers, tetters, the 
caries of the bones, &c. in ſhort, all the par- 
ear forts of pa 259 095 2: £5 ogy 
2. That there are very few pox that arc 
not complicated with theſe maladies, and theſe 
ſymptoms ; ſeeing that in ſome meaſure the 
ſeat of the king's-evil is in the lymph, as we 
ſhall more accurately confirm in what fol- 
lows, when gve come to treat of this malady. 
3. Laſtly, that it is not to the purpoſe, that 


theſe advocates fos mercurial frictions, {Mould 
give 


VENEREAL MALADIES. 175 
give no other virtue, no other quality to mer- 
cury, than its weight, diviſibility, mobility, 
and its round and ſpherical figure; pretended 
virtues, that to me ſeem very equivocal and 
very unſufficient to perform, without ſome 
other aſſiſtance, the radical cure of that cruel 
malady; the principal virtue which, accord- 
ing to them, is its great weight, is rather 
hurtful than ſerviceable; it oppreſſes the bow- 

els, which are too ſoft and too weak to reſiſt 
it, and by the violence of its motion, it may 
eaſily burſt (a thing that too often happens) 
the too much diſtended coats of the veſſels. 
We have ſhewn above in this treatiſe, all that 
is juſtly to be apprehended from mercury, 
adminiſtered as is done to this day, either by 
way of friction, or internally, without puri- 
fication and due preparation, groſſly, without 
art and ſkill; and we may truly ſay, that if 
the ſpecifick remedy for the cure of venereal 
diſeaſes has been known, people did not know 
how to prepare or adminiſter it. Thus in or- 
der to avoid prolixity and repetitions, we re- 
mit the reader to what we . ſaid of this 
mixt, and to the preparations, and ſalutary 
and ſpecifick remedies which we have given 
of it, whoſe excellence we are going to ſhew 
more and more, by the application we are 
about to make of it, in giving a plain account 
of our method for the cure of venereal ma- 
ladies, that will contain the manner of ad- 
miniſtering it with ſucceſs, for the cure of n 
all venerel diſeaſes, either ſimply beginning, = | | 
. locallß > WW 
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f locally complicated, ſcrophulous and ſcorhy, 
tick; and, in general, of what fort and natur: 
ſoever they be. 


"Ti „„ KN 
Gontaining the author's method for the ty, 
and treatment of the pox, and the adnini. 

ſtering the remedies and preparations pri. 
vious thereto. 8 | 


a [| Am not of the ſame opinion with thoſe who all 
1 believe that preparations, previous to the Han 
treatment of venereal diſeaſes, are uſeleſs and PC 
even noxious, under pretext that theſe prepara WW th 
tions weaken the patients. M. Aſtruc has very di- 
well eſtabliſhed the contrary, and it would bea Wl pr 

_ vain attempt to add any thing better: I ther- rit 
fore will ſay, that the preparations abſolutely mi 
depend on the real ſtate of the patient, either WM 20 
with regard to the principal malady, or with Tit 
regard to the accidental maladies, with which Wl th: 
the pox is almoſt always obſerved to be com- ¶ aft 
plicated; and that conſequently one ſhould Wi tio 
be thoroughly ſenſible of the neceſſity theres pe. 
of making choice of a good phyſician for the (Wl are 
conduct, treatment, and adminiſtering of re- WI 
medies, in order to draw a ſure diagnoſtics, Wl 
and to act and proceed accordingly ; ſince on thi 
this knowledge of the treatment and applic- MW 
tion of remedies, I in ſome meaſure make u Pte 
depend the good ſucceſs of a radical cure; for 
for it is not ſufficient to have a good. remed), die 
if one does not know how to adminiſter it I ©: 


OY Proper), 
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properly, according to art, the nature of the 
eaſe, and its peculiar circumftances. 

From what we have juſt obſerved, there 
ariſes a conſequence which is no leſs impor- 
| tant, and which, I know not by what fata- 
lity it happens, is not ſufficiently attended to. 
It ſeems that people are enemies to them- 
ſelves, and renounce the light of right rea- 
ſon ; we are very ſenſible that it is neceſſary 
to make choice of a good phyſician ; yet for 
all that, the greateſt part of mankind truſt 
and give themſelves entirely up to perſons 
poſſeſſed of pretended ſecrets, who thruſt 
themſelves into the treatment of theſe mala- 
dies; the greateſt part of whom, without 
principles, knowledge, ſkill, Foy autho- 
rity, or power, run from houſe to houſe, ad- 
miniſter remedies that do more hurt than 
good, augment and cauſe new maladies, which 
it is very difficult, not to ſay impoſſible, for 
the ableſt phyſician and the beſt remedies, 
afterwards to cure. We cannot be too cau- 
tious, nor too much exaſperated againſt ſuch 
perſons, real quacks and publick peſts, who 
are not only a diſcredit to phyſick, but like- 
| Wiſe ſtrike at the very laws of civil ſociety. 
What we have juſt now ſaid, ſhows two 

things equally uſeful to be obſerved ; the firſt 
is, the indiſpenſable neceſſity of preparations 
previous to the adminiſtering topical remedies 
for the cure and treatment of venereal mala- 
dies; the ſecond is, the importance of making 
choice of an able phyſician to determine thoſe 
N pre a- 
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preparations, and put them in practice; be. 


cCauſe, regularly, theſe ought to be diſting 


and different, according to the ſeveral cauſe 
of maladies, and their reſpective ſymptoms, 
Admitting theſe principles, we cannot lay 


_ down very exact rules at preſent, without en- 


tering into a circumſtantial detail of all the 
ſorts of maladies and pox, not only compli- 


| cated and fimple, but peculiar : ſo that in 


this reſpect, not to run into confuſion, we 
reſerve explaining what theſe preparations 
ought to be, ſeparately and diſtinctly, till we 
ſhall come to treat of each of theſe parts in 
We will therefore confine ourfelves here to 
give a general method, without its being 
drawn into conſequence for particular caſes, 
that muſt have been mitigated, altered, and 
varied, according to their reſpective eircum- 
ſtances, as we have expreſſly ſaid already. 
The principal end which a phyſician ought 
to propoſe, ſhould, without difpute, be the 
cure of the diſeaſe which he treats : for this 
purpoſe he cannot ſucceed in the preſent calc, 
but by correcting the fault of the blood, and 
by preventing the accidents that may happen 
during the courſe of the treatment; and tho 
I be no great ſtickler for bleeding, yet ſhould 
the caſe require it, we muſt leſſen the quan- 
tity of the blood, and empty the veſſels, in or- 
— which we would 
have rarified by the remedy ; we muſt diſ- 
„ . charge 
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charge the impurities in the prime vie, and 
all the vitious humours with which the blood 
and the lymph may be ſurcharged, leſt, 
when coming to be put in too great a flurry 


and commotion at the time of the operation 
of the remedy, theſe ſhould occaſion ſome 


injury, and obſtruct its efficacy. 5 
It is* ſtill neceſſary to examine if the blood 


be too thin or too thick; in this latter caſe, 


it muſt be diluted; and if it be too acrid, it 


muſt be ſweetened; ſo that the humours 


which are ſepagated therefrom, either by 
urine?, or perſpiration ©, or purgation, may 
have leſs acrimony. 1 

In a word, it is neceſſary to ſoften and 


| take down the ſprings of the parts of the viſ- 


cera, in order to render the veſſels and fibres 


more lax, and that they may, without any bad 


2 bear the encreaſe of the circulation 
of the blood, the more copious ſecretion and 
excretion of the humours, and the entire re= 


ſolution of the obſtructions that might im- 
pede the circulation of the blood. 


The previous preparation, 
To obviate therefore, and prevent the ac- 
cidents which we have juſt mentioned, we 
muſt, 1. Draw blood from the patient's arm 
in the vena baſilica, the quantity ſhould be 


2 ſome. 


Here I ſpeak according to the galenic doctrine, not to 
enter into a queſtion which would carry us too far from the 
ſubject in wane | | 

> See Willis, and Davache de la Riviere: 


* 


© See Sanchbrius's Ratical phyſick, and M. le Breton. 
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ſomewhat large, yet ſtill in proportion to 15 
ſtrength, age, and conſtitution, and the cli- 
mate where he lives; ſo that the too large 
bleeding may not weaken the EM 
whoſe ſtrength muſt be kept up, it muſt be 
done with a great deal of prudence and dif- 
cretion, and good blood ſubſtituted by pre- 
{cribing proper aliments, aſliſted by the re- 
medies which are to follow. Thus, upon 
this article, it lies upon the wiſdom of the 
phyſician to examine, if there be a plethora, 
or a tendency to putrefaCtion. 
2. The day following the® patient muſt be 
purged with Grimald!'s pills, of which we 
have already ſpoken and given the compoſi- 
tion, which 1s the beſt purgative can be uſed; 
about the evening of the ſame day he is blood 
ed, that is, on the eve of the purgation, he 
muſt take, before he goes to bed, an emolli- 
ent glyſter, that the purge may work the 
better. 
| . Then he muſt uſe for 3 time the 
compound baths of luke- warm, very clear, and 
pure water; that is, there muft be boiled apart 
a ſufficient quantity of guijac, china- root, ſaſſa- 
parilla, and ſaſſafras, in about five or fix pints 
of water ; the decoction muſt be ſqueezed 
out, the water ſtrained through a linen-cloth, 
and poured quite hot into the bath. 

One cannot determine the exact number of 
baths to be given, nor the time the patient 
muſt continue therein, becauſe that depends 
on the ſtrength or weakneſs of the 2 

is 
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his dry or moiſt conſtitution ; wherefore that 
lies upon the prudence of the phyſician to 
determine. But I do not foreſee that he muſt 
have more than twenty, or leſs than ten baths. 
He muſt take, while in the bath, a large cup 
of whey, in which is to be diſſolved two 
drams of. our ſolar balm : this is to be obſer- 
ved in the firſt bathing, which is to be done 
in the morning faſting, in caſe that the pa- 
tient can bear two aday; a thing which is to 
be determined by the nature of the cafe, the 
particular circumſtances, and the phyfician ; 
wherefore, at the fecond bathing, he muſt. 
take nothing, and muſt continue therein about 
an hour. lo 
Water in general is a ſovereign remedy, 
whether it be taken inwardly by way of 


Water dilutes, detaches, and diſſolves all the 
N 3 ſalts 5 


1 drink, or be uſed by way of bathing. 1 very 

mach approve, upon this head, all that M. 

* Haguenot has ſaid of it in an academical the- 

ſis which we have given an account of in this 

5 treatiſe, For my own part, I am, perhaps, but | 
| too much inclined to extol its virtues ; and | 
t have ſufficiently explained them in an her- = 
4 metical diſcourſe, which may be ſeen at the * 
q end of the poſthumous works of the late M. | 
5 Grimaldi, firſt phyſician to the king of Sar- : 
1 dinia. It is the beſt diſſolvent in nature; it i 
of | Ges not break nor deſtroy the bodies it diſ- _ 
- ſolves; it ſeparates their parts without vio- z 
05 | lence; it detaches them from one another; . 
4 it parts them, and only alters their union. j 


. 
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ſalts; which is partly what we want by pre. 
ſcribing baths : water opens up, and clears the 
ſmalleſt tubes ; it waſhes and refreſhes them, 
and it is often an excellent ſudorifick. More 
authors * than one have alledged that pure 
water cures the king's-evil ; however, one 
muſt not ſuffer himſelf to be impoſed upon, 
baths muſt be uſed with caution, diſcretion, 
and prudence, becauſe the body may thereby 
be too much compreſſed, which often weak- 
ens the patient. It is certain that baths, which 
ſaved the life of Auguſtus, killed young Mar- 
cellus, and very much diſcredited Muſa, the 
Emperor's firſt phyſician, who had brought 
them into vogue. „ 
4. When he has done uſing the bath, the 
patient muſt be purged again with the afore- 
{aid pills of M. Grimaldi. . 

5. During theſe preparations, and even 
through the whole courſe of the treatment 
of this malady, there is preſcribed a regimen 
of ſoſtening, moiſtening, and cooling food; 
the patient is reſtricted to the uſe of aliments 


eaſy to digeſt, of good nouriſhment, and ta- 


ken moderately. He may cat capons, par- 
ä EE” tridges, 


Pr. Brown, in his treatiſe on cold baths, aſſures ys, that there 
is not a more effectual remedy to cure the, king's-evil, than 
to bathe the patient in cold water. Notwithſtanding the ex- 
periments which he gives an account of, tis going a little too 

tar. See on this ſubject the different treatiſes which have been 
written on water, as curious as they are uſeful ; among others, 
the medicinal virtues of common water, by Mr. Smith, where 
one will find that beautiful diſſertation on ice by the learned 
and admirable M. de Mairan, perpetual ſecretary of the royal 
academy at Paris. See likewite the theolpgy of water by Al. 
bert Fabricius, doctor of divinity, and mas 5. at Hamburgh, 


ws 0 pus 


aa. 
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tridges, pullets, good broths, good ſoups, 
pretty ſucculent, and be contented with boil'd 
and roaſted meat, and the above-mentioned 
victuals, a little beef and mutton, no veal 
and no ragouts, nothing high-ſeaſoned, very 
little ſalt, no ſalads, nor fruits, nor any other 
crude things; he may drink good old wine 
mixed with water, the whole taken mode- 
rately, as we have alteady ſaid. In this malady 
neceſſary care muſt be taken againſt crudities 


in the ſtomach ; and for this reaſon we muſt 


not fail uſing the ſolar balm, which remedies 


this inconvenience, and which is, at the ſame 


time, a mild purgative. - 
6. Things being in this condition, there 
muſt be put into a decoction of guijac well 
made, two, three, four, five, even fix drops, 
and more if needful, of the ſpirit of martial 
mercury, of which we have given the pre- 
paration above, B. 2. c. 2. p. 95; and make 


the patient take it in the morning faſting; 


two hours after that ſome broth, in which muſt 
be put half a ſcruple, and even to two ſcru- 
ples, of the eſſence of viper; and the patient 
muit be kept warm in bed, that ſweating and 
perſpiration may be more conveniently car- 
ried on. If the weather be fine, nothing hin- 
ders but that he may take the air, walk a- 
broad, amuſe and divert himſelf agreeably, 
avoiding the great cold, the night air, too 
much exerciſe and fatigue, and in ſhort the 
abuſe of every thing. 


N 4 = 
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At noon he muſt dine moderately, ob. 
ſerving the regimen which we have preſcri- 
bed ; and his drink throughout the day, ex- 
cept at meal. times. muſt be a ptiſan made of 
guijac *. In the afternoon he may cat a biſ- 
cuit in order to make him drink of the pti- 
ſan, and at night, for his ſupper, a little rice 
broth, or the wing of a pullet. | 
8. Failing of the ſpirit of martial mercury, 
may be uſed that made without any addition, 
the animal, vegetable, and mineral panacæa, 


of which we have likewiſe given the prepa- 
ration in the above quoted place; particularly 


the panacza, if the pox be complicated with 
the king's-evil and ſcurvy. 


9. Every third day the patient muſt take 


a large cup of whey, in which two drarfss of 


| ſolar balm have been diſſolved and incorpora- 
ted ; this will keep the body open, purge 
him gently, comfort his ſtomach, make him 


breathe eaſy, open and remove all obſtructi. 


ons, diſcharge bad humours, drive away all 
ſorts of venom, cure the caries of the bones, 


and all ulcers, and lay all pains, of which it 


removes the very cauſe. I will give a more 


ample account of the virtues and properties 


of this admirable balm, when I ſhall give its 
compoſition, whoſe principal virtue ariſes 
from the univerſal ſpirit which enters into it, 
and which is drawn from the air by means 


of a glaſs ball, made in the form of a cone or 
egg. 


* You will fnd the m—_— of this ptiſan at the end of 
this arſt Fart. | 
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egg. which is laid upon a tin-pipe, at the 
bottom of which ſhould be a recipient, or bot- 


tle made neat, and clean, with a glaſs-funnel, 
in order to receive the ſpirits : the globe is 


expoſed in the ſun-beams, and ſhould be filled 
| with ice and very pure ſalts, of which I will 


alſo give the compoſition, This veſſel ſhould 


be ſtopt up, ſo that nothing may enter in or 
| go out, 1 5 


As I do not pretend to give a treatiſe of 
phyſick, but only to ſhew the remedies pro- 
per for curing venereal diſeaſes, and to give 
an exact and: natural method for their treat- 
ment, I take myſelf not to be obliged to ex- 
plain, by a philoſophical diſſertation, the 
origin and nature of this ſpirit ; the explana- 
tion would be too long, and carry us too far 
from our ſubject. Let it ſuffice then to know, 


at preſent, what we have learned from a great 


number of repeated experiments, namely, that 
by means of this ſpirit, and with it, is com- 
municated a quality, virtue, and ſurpriſing 
efficacy, ſo to ſpeak, to the remedies anima- 


ted therewith, and with which they have 


been impregnated in their preparations. 
10. And laſtly, if the patient be troubled 
with ulcers, ſhankers, the king's-evil, and 
(curvy, and every other ſort of fymptom, 
they may be happily cured with the balm 
applied warm on the part affected. We will 


explain more particularly all theſe things, 


when we come to treat of each of theſe ma- 
ladies in particular, 


Thus 
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Thus the phyſician, who will follow thi, 
method, and uſe in good earneſt the remedies 
which we have given the publick, as the 
fruit of our pains, watchings, indefatigable 
ſtudy and labour, will, together with his pa. 
tient, partake of the pleaſure and ſatisfaction 
of ſeeing all the ſymptoms of this cruel ma- 
lady diſappear, and arriving at a happy and 
radical cure, in leſs than a month, without 
any troubleſome accidents, pains, or a return 
of the malady. és 
I flatter myſelf that T have accompliſhed, 


in this firſt part, what I propoſed ; namely, 


made out that chemical remedies, well pre- 
pared, are preferable to the common and ga- 
lenical ones, and given a juſt idea of venereal 
maladies, their cauſes and effects, with the 
ſpecifick remedies for their cure: there re- 
mains then nothing for me at preſent, but to 
treat ſeparately of the ſymptoms of this cruel 
malady, in conformity to my promiſe and 


engagements ; and, according to my method, 
likewiſe to give the ſpecifick remedies for 


their cure; this is what I propoſe to do in 
the next part. . 
The ſudorifick ptiſan b. 

Take of guijac, ſaſſafras, ſalſaparilla, china- 
root, of each an ounce; which you muſt 
boil in an unglaz d earthen-pot, with fix 

pints 

„ This ptiſan ſhould be given on every occaſion where we 


preſcribe the decoction of the above-mentioned woods, having 


meant no more by the word decoctian or preparation, than thus 
preſent ptiſan. 1 


4 


ints of water, down to four pints, after 


bills to be put to it. The patient muſt take 
a chopin of this ptiſan every morning before 
he get up, at three different times, intermit- 
ting half an hour between each time, and 
keeping himſelf warm a- bed. Tn 


. End of the Firſt Part, 


ina- 
nuſt 
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ſtraining it through a linen-cloth, and pound- 
| ing half a ounce of our golden antimonial 
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In which will be treated ſeparately all the 
ſymptoms of the pox, as gonorrhea's, ſhan- 
ters, phymoſis, and others; and in which 
 ſpecifick remedies will be given for each of 
theſe maladies. 


a. 


CHAP IL 


Of the gonorrhea, and whatever elſe relates 


VERY thing in this world, whether 

in the practice of virtue, or in that of 
vice, has its degrees of beginning, middle, 
and ending, The moſt abandon'd do not 
ſet 
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ſet out with the greateſt crimes ; ſo that in 
ſome meaſure their ſeveral pains are propor- 
tioned to their reſpective debaucheries. 
It ſeldom happens that a young man, or a 
young woman, in loſing: that precious trea- 
{ure of their virginity by impure commerce 
get all at once an univerſal pox, whoſe ve- 
nom totally corrupts the maſs of blood, or 
that it produces and manifeſts, all at once, 
| thoſe dreadful ſymptoms, which when united 
together, entirely oppreſs ſuch as are attacked 
by them. | 7 

Moreover, the different veſſels or recep- 
tacles in the bodies of ſuch young peoplg, 
which, ſo to ſpeak, are all entire and freſh, 
do reſiſt better the impreſſion of the venom, 
(they being ſound, and of a more cloſe con- 
texture) than thoſe which being already de- 
cay'd, half battered, and worn out in venereal 
purſuits, are ſoft, weak, and: ſoon excited, 
and conſequently admit more eafily and more 
| plentifully the venom, which meeting with 
leſs reſiſtance and impediment, more readily 
inſinuates and introduces itſelf into the maſs 
of blood. 7 4 6 FO 

It is therefore commonly no more than 


1 


1 one of theſe particular pox, known un- 
ates. Ru 
WW Gr the name of heat of urine, gonorrhœa's, 
ſhankers, bubo's, and others, that are got at 
her the beginning of venereal exceſs. How- 
- of er 1 do not lay this down as an infallible 
dle, ule; I know that it is very poſſible, one may 
not | | | 
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at the firſt time be totally infected; but thi 


is a rare caſe. 


Thus, without entering into more prolir 


reaſonings upon this head, having in the fir 


part of this work treated of the pox in ge. 
neral, we are going in the ſecond part to 


treat of its. ſeveral ſymptoms, which are { 


many ſpecies of it. I will begin with the 
cure of heat of urine, or the gonorrhea, and 
all its acceſſaries. 185 

But whatever inclination I may have of 
cutting matters ſhort, however as this ſubject 
wants to be cleared up in order to underſtand 
it well, and to be able at the ſame time to 
profit by my method: of curing this malady, 


before I enter: into a circumſtantial detail,! 


believe it will not be amiſs to make ſome re- 
marks on a certain method in vogue, aſter 
which people run heedleſly, becaule it is ea- 
ſier and ſhorter in the appearance. 
Though we conſider the gonorrhœa as 2 


particular ſort of pox, and leſs dangerous, as 


to its conſequences, than an univerſal pox, 
however: we. cannot ſay that it is: leſs cruel, 
dangerous, and difficult to cure radically; 


and that it draws after it commonly conſe- 


quences as fatal, when it is ill treated, and 
when the patients are ſo unhappy as to fall 
into the hands of pretenders, quacks, or even 
ſome people who are in ſome reputation, and 
who: paſs for able men, but who preſume too 


much upon their pretended ſpecifick reme- 


dies, becauſe they ſtop the running in a lite 
1 time, 
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time, without attending that they only ſuſ- 
pend the effect without deſtroying the cauſe; 
ſich are vitriolick and aſtringent injections, 
charged with acid and fixt falts, effectually 
capable of ſtopping the running, but which 
never fail of cauſing fatal fymptoms, eſpecially 
when. they are made uſe of in the beginning 
of the malady, or before that the venom has 
been extinguiſhed by proper remedies. 

In fact, that matter which runs freely, or 
which begins to run from the parts where 
the ſeat of the gonorrhea lies, coming to be 
ſtopp'd all at once, is gathered together, 
heated, fermented, and exalted there, infect- 
ing whatever comes to it; the venom encrea- 
ſing in force and quality, flows back, and 
carries its firſt impreſſions into the maſs of 
the blood; and its pernicious virulence, which 
ſpreads, by following the courſe of the cir- 
culation through the whole habit of the body, 


cauſes an univerſal pox, : 


Heat of urine. 


| Heat of urine. has different acceptations 
and in order to explain diſtinctly what this 
malady 1s, and to be able to cure it radically, 
it is neceſſary. to enter into a circumſtantial 
detail, and to divide and ſubdivide it; that is 
to ſay, to conſider its cauſes, and the effects 
of thoſe caufes, each in particular ; becauſe 
they differ among themſelves according to 
| their degree of malignity, and according to 
the ſeat where they lie; and conſequently 
according 
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according to this difference, which is eſſef. 
tial, each muſt have its proper remedy ap- 
lied. | 5 | 
: The heat of urine therefore is of different 
ſorts; ſome ſhow themſelves by a heat ang 
burning pain which the patients feel in making 
water; at other times by a heat of urine, with a 
running of a purulent matter, either yellow or 
green, with a pain and contorſion of the pe- 
nis in erection; at other times by a running 
of purulent matter, without much heat ot 
pain in making water; and laſtly, by a ſimple 
running of the ſemen, without any heat or 
in. +2 
If the purulent running is accompanied 
with heat and pain, then it is a heat of urine 
and gonorrhœa; if, on the contrary, there be 
ſimply a heat without running, it is a ſimple 
heat of urine. That ſort which is without 
any running of a virulent matter, but either 
with or without heat, is almoſt generally ve- 
nereal ; that is, cauſed by intercourſe with an 
infected perſon. The method which ſome 
debauchees take, in order to avoid catching 
the pox, by not entering the penis entirely 
into the vagina in the time of coition, is filly 
enough, becauſe the venom 1s ſo ſubtile, that 
it penetrates all along the urethra, and com- 
municates a gonorrhea with heat of urine; 
fo much the more difficult to be cured, as it 
is longer in breaking out. The conjoint cauſe 
of this ſymptom, is the inflammation of the 
proſtate glands and veru-montanum, _ 
1 there 
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there happens a gonorrhea with heat of urine ; 
if it be a virulent gonorrhaa alone, without 
heat of urine, then there are ulcers in the parts: 
if, in fine, it be a ſimple gonorrhea, there is 
only a relaxation and a ſuperfluity of ſerous 
matter in the proſtate ; if it be a ſimple heat 
of urine, it ariſes only from the ſaline parts of 
the urine. | | 

Probably this definition of heat of urine 
may be found too general, and conſequently 
requires farther explication, becauſe this name 

does not agree with a great many of the ma- 
ladies which I have been deſcribing ; let us 
therefore avoid bad explanations, and agree, 
that all running of the ſemen, or purulent 
matter, by the penis, out of the time of mak- 
ing water, ſhould be called gonorrhœa's. | 
The cauſe of the gonorrhea is the famy 
with that of the pox ; that is to ſay, an acid, 
corroſive, volatile, and contagious venom ; 
and though I have faid that the ſeat of the 
gonorrhœa lies in the proſtate and veru- 
montanum, however that varies, and very often 
its original ſeat is found in the glands of the 
urethra, particularly thoſe ſituated in the an- 
| terior part; near the glans; all theſe glands 
have excretory ducts, which often lie ob- 
liquely in this canal behind and before, and 
are called blind ducts. Theſe glands of the 
urethra are the firſt that preſent themſelves 
in order to diſcharge the venom. I do not 
here meddle with the diſpute that has ariſen 
upon this head, on occaſion of the * of 
O Dr. 
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Dr. Cockburn, an Engliſh phyſician, which 
contradicts that of M. Litre. This matter is 
learnedly explained by M. Aſtruc, who more- 
over has treated ſo fully of this malady, that 
nothing eſſential can be ſaid, which he has 
not anticipated; ſo that the curious, and ſuch 
as would be farther informed, may have re- 
courſe to the writings of this author, where 
they ſhall have entire ſatisfaction. I wil 
therefore only mention what will be neceflary 

to underſtand this diſeaſe, to eſtabliſh the pre- 
ference of my method to all others, and at 

the ſame time ſhew its neceſſity for curing 
this malady, preferring, before any other con- 
ſideration, the advantage of curing to that of 
haranguing. 

Independently of the gonorrhæa- s which 

we have mentioned, there is a dry gonor- 
rhœa, that ariſes from the urethra being con- 
trated by the inflammation and pain it ſuf- 
fers, in ſuch a manner, that the mouths of 

the excretory ducts of the glands of this ca- 
nal, of the proſtate and ſeminal veſſels, are 
entirely ſtopped up, and let no part of the 
humour, which they convey, eſcape into its 
cavity; ſo that, in that cafe, the gonorrhea 
no longer runs. 

A like ſtoppage often happens, as I have 
already obſerved, by means of aſtringent in- 
jections, imprudentiy adminiſtered, when the 
virulent ſemen ceaſes to run from the ſeminal 

| veſicles, and its reſervoirs are inflamed : this 
ſemen is heated, ſwells and heaves, refuſes en- 

trance 
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trance to that which comes from the epidi- 
dymides and teſtes, and thereto communi- 
cates its own alterations; and the inflammax 
tion getting to theſe parts, by means of the 
veſſels that come from them, and that are 
contiguous to the ſeminal veſicles; the teſti- 
cles, and even the ſcrotum, are ſwelled, hard- 
ened, and grow very painful ; this is what they 
call the heat of urine fallen into the ſcrotum. 

The gonorrhœa has ſtill another denomina- 
tion, under the name of a heat of urine with a 
cordee; namely, when the urethra reſembles a 
cord, by the contraction or corrugation of its 
fibres. What gives occaſion to this ſituation, 
is the inflammation of the urethra, which not 
being able, notwithſtanding the erection, to 
extend itſelf as much as the cavernous bodies, 
makes the penis to bend downwards ; but if 
the ſuſpenſory ligament, which ties the penis 
to the commiſſure of the os pubis, be attack d 
with an inflammation, the penis drawn by 
this ligament will bend upwards: on the 
other hand, if one of the cavernous bodies be 
inflamed, and not the other, it will be bent 
to that ſide accordingly. 

A woman, attacked with a virulent gonor- 
rhœa, finds almoſt the ſame ſymptoms as a 
man does, and almoſt ſuffers the ſame pains; 
that is to ſay, a tickling and itching is felt in 
the vagina and proſtate, in proportion as the 
venom becomes more acrid ; this tickling and 
itching turn to a ſmarting pain, and a burn- 
Ing heat, There comes on a running of a 

O 2 : white, 
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white, greeniſh, yellowiſh, or aſh- coloured 
matter from the vagina, the lacunæ of the 
proſtatæ, and glands of the vulva : all thoſe 
parts which are irritated by the virulent mat- 
ter are inflamed ; the inflammation commu. 
nicates itſelf to the urethra, and cauſes a dy. 
ſury, and ſometimes a ſtrangury, of equal 
pain with that men ſuffer, of which we ſhall 
ſpeak in the ſequel. 55 . 
The internal membrane of the vagina be- 
ing inflamed, is fwelled and contracted, ſo 
that the patient cannot bear the approach of 
a man, A man attacked with this malady, 
cannot ſurmount that obſtacle without ſuf- 
fering exquiſite pain; fo that what conſtitu- 
ted their mutual pleaſure, is now become their 
puniſhment. HE 
At length, after long torture and inſuffera- 


ble pain, the gonorrhea having run plenti- 


fully for the ſpace of twenty days, or there- 
abouts, the glands having almoſt diſcharged 
the venom by this running, and the virulent 
matter being ſoftened and diluted by the uſe 
of proper remedies, the running is abated, 
the matter becomes white, and no longer 
ſtains the linen ; then the ſmarting pain, the 
inflammation, the heat of urine, and all the 
other ſymptoms, inſenſibly abate and diſap- 
ear. | 

1 -. The diagnoſtick and prognoſtick. 

It is an eaſy matter to know a virulent go- 
norrhœa in men, becauſe all that runs from 
the urethra proceeds in them, either from the 
: a ſeminal 
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ſeminal reſervoirs, as the ſemen, the ſeminal 
liquors, and the pus in gonorrhœa's; or from 
the bladder, the ureters, and kidneys; as the 
pus, ſanies, and glair, in maladies of the kid- 
neys and bladder: though theſe matters, which 


come from theſe different parts, have ſome- 


times a great deal of reſemblance, yet they 
always differ in the manner of their diſcharge : 
thoſe that come from the bladder or kidneys, 
do not paſs but in making water, and conſe- 
quently cannot eſcape, but when the ſphincter 


of the bladder is dilated, becauſe they come 


from parts beyond the ſphincter; whereas 
the others, that come from the reſervoirs ſitu- 
ated on this fide the ſphincter, run independ- 
ently of the urine, and notwithſtanding the 


contraction of the ſphincter: ſo that any ſpe- 


cies of gonorrhea cannot poſſibly be con- 


founded with a running of pus or glair that 


comes from the bladder. It is an eaſy matter 
even to diſtinguiſh the ſimple gonorrhœa's 


from the virulent. The firſt ſort happens to 


ſuch as uſe exceſſive venery, even with wo- 
men that are ſound; and, laſtly, to ſuch as 


uſe too hot glyſters; and ſometimes too to 


ſuch as drink Beer to Exceſs. The ſimple 
heat of urine is not attended with any irrita- 
tion, it happens without any pain, ceaſes of 
itſelf by taking ſome cooling medicines, or a 
little aqua vitæ, after drinking beer, and tak- 
ing reſt, and obſerving to live temperately. 


The other ſorts are contracted by dealing 


with a tainted perſon ; they at the beginning 
cauſe a great difficulty of making water, con- 
b 3 tinue 
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tinue long ſtanding and obſtinate, and are at. 
tended, while they laſt, with evident ſigns 
of acrimony and virulence, 
The diagnoſtick of a virulent gonorrhea in 
women is not ſo certain; all that runs in the 
vulva, comes either from the bladder, thro 
the urethra, as is the caſe in maladies of the 
kidneys and bladder; or from the matrix thro 
the vagina, as is the caſe in the whites ; or, 
laſtly, from the proſtate, Cowper's glands, 
and the glands in the vagina, as is the caſe in 
gonorrhœa's of all forts. What J have juſt 
now ſaid with regard to men, either to diſ- 
tinguiſh the running of pus or glair, that 
come from the bladder, from the different 
ſorts of gonorrhœa; or to diſtinguiſh ſimple 
gonorrhcea's from the virulent, ſhould like- 
. wiſe be underſtood of women: yet in this 
ſex the gonorrhœa is very often confounded 
with the whites, which ru from the matrix 
through the vagina, and with which, it muſt 
be granted, the gonorrhcea has a great reſem- 
blance, when the inflammation has abated; 
and it is an error which women themſelves 
countenance frequently enough, either be- 
cauſe they are really ignorant of the cauſe of 
the diſorder, or ſeek to conceal it, I ſhall 
not enter into a farther detail on this head, as 
I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak of it, when 
come to treat of the cure of the whites. 


_ The prognoſti ck of a gonorrhea in general, 
We cannot diſpenſe with ſaying ſomething 


of the prognoſtick of a gonorrhea in general ; 
7 7 
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and to do it with ſucceſs, I thought I could 
do it no better than by following the obſer- 
vations which M. Aſtruc has given us. I dare 

flatter myſelf that this author will not diſap- 
prove of the liberty I take, conſidering my 

ood intentions, which have no other end 
than to be uſeful to the publick ; and ſurely 
I could not, in this reſpect, draw from a bet- 
ter fountain. I could wiſh, with all my 
heart, that I could in like manner follow him 
in every thing, particularly in the cure of this 
malady, which is the moſt eſſential thing: 
but in this giving in too much to my own 
inclinations, I ſhould wander from my pur- 
poſe and principles, and loſe the fruit of my 

painful labours. eo. 

| A gonorrhea being an inflammatory diſ- 

eaſe, ought, like other inflammations, to ter- 
minate four ways, namely, by re- ſolution, ſup- 
puration, a ſcirrhus, or gangreen. 

I. The beſt way is by re-ſolution, for it 

W cures the diſorder quickly and thoroughly, 

| Without leaving in the parts affected any bad 
impreſſion; yet it is rare, becauſe the pati- 
ents, who for the moſt part are young peo- 
ple, will not comply with taking remedies, 

— obſerving exactly the regimen preſcribed 
2. Suppuration is the moſt troubleſome; 
it is nevertheleſs common in all gonorrhœa's, 
if they be neglected at firſt; and pretty fre- 

quent in virulent gonorrhœa's, what meaſures 
ſoever be taken, when that happens. 

. O 4 The 
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The treatment is tedious, becauſe the ul- 
cer and abſceſs cannot cleanſe itſelf, heal up, 
and cicatrize, but by degrees. 

The cure is leſs perfect, becauſe, indepen- 
dently of other inconveniencies, there remains 
an eſchar, which when too hard or too flabby 
muſt needs contract the urethra, and occafion 
a * ſtrangury in the train of the gonorrhea, 

3. A ſcirrhus is no leſs troubleſome, for it 
happens that the ſcirrhous part compreſſes the 
urethra in ſuch a manner, that water is not 


made but with difficulty, which produces an 
habitual ſtrangury, that may eaſily degenerate 


into a retention of urine. 

4. Laſtly, the patient is almoſt hopeleſs, 
if the inflammation turn to a-gangrene ; be- 
cauſe being internal, it is a very difficult mat- 
ter to cure it effectually; but we ought not 
ſcarce ever to make ſo fatal a prognoſtick of 
a gonorrhea, unleſs unhappily the inflamma- 
tion be of the moſt terrible and dangerous 
ſort, unleſs the patient be abſolutely deſti- 
tute of relicf, and the inflamed part be com- 
preſſed, battered, and bruiſed, by abandon- 
ing ones ſelf to exceſs with women in the 
courſe of the malady, or by being long a 


The 


A ftrangury may happen in treating gonorrhcea's accord. 
ing to the method that is commonly uſed, but it is guarded 


againſt by wide. 
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The prognoſtick of the gonorrhea with regard 
| 10 its different ſeat. 
When the gonorrhœa only attacks Cow- 
per's glands, a thing that however rarely hap- 
pens, becauſe theſe glands being ſmall and 
ſituated quite near the ſkin, topical remedies 
may be applied with ſucceſs; and if the run- 
ning be but in ſmall quantity, and form ſome 
abſceſſes, it may eaſily be cured, by making 
an incifion in the ſkin. - | 25 
If the gonorrhœa attack the proſtate or 
the ſeminal veſicles, it is more troubleſome, 
inſomuch as theſe parts being more conſider- 


fs, able, the inflammation is greater, and ſpreads 
e- farther, the purulent running more copious; 
* and in caſe of an abſceſs, the cure more dif- 
ot - fcult and Bae: é— WW 

of As to the prognoſtick of a gonorrhea, 
N- which is only in the ſpongy texture of the 
us urethra, we ſhall give a detail of it in treating 
ſti- of venereal ſhnankers. 

m- After having given a diſtin& idea of the 
n- gonorrhœa, we are going to give the reme- 
the dies that are proper to bring about the radi- 
4 cal cure of this malady. * A 


Without entering into tedious reaſonings, 
The that very often, far from being uſeful, or 
clearing up the matter, involve and embar- 

raſs it, and by that means are rather hurtful 
than profitable, and only tend to make an 

unſeaſonable parade of an idle learning; ſo in 

order to avoid falling into this . 
I and 
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and to be brief, we will confine ourſelves to 
conſider the gonorrhea under two ſorts ; the 
firſt, which we will call the ſimple, or mild 
ſort ; and the ſecond, the malignant or pu- 
rulent. After what we have ſaid on this 


head, it will be an eaſy matter to make this 


diſtinction. 

With regard to the cure of the firſt, the 
following remedies are ſure to effect it: Take 
half an ounce of the four larger cold ſeeds, 
and twelve almonds peel'd, beat them well 
in a marble-mortar, pour upon them, by lit- 
tle and little, two pints of water, in which 
ſome barley and dog's-graſs have been boil'd, 
ſtrain the whole, and if any more remain, 
beat it over again, and pour upon it ſome of 
your water ; the whole being ſtrained, 'put 
_ thereto from twenty-five to thirty drops of 
the ſpirit of ſulphur, or till the potion be of 
an agreeable tartneſs, and mix therewith an 
ounce of ſugar- candy. Robuſt perſons, and 
ſuch as have a good ſtomach, muſt drink 
' theſe two pints in the day-time, or in the 


night; as to other patients, more or leſs. To 
it may be added ſome ſpoonfuls of orange- 


flower-water, to ſtrengthen the ſtomach : you 
are to continue the uſe of this potion for 
eight days, drinking at meals a great deal of 


water, and but little wine, and between 


meals the ptiſan ; that is, in the morning, in 
the afternoon, and in the night if one wake. 
Eight days after the uſe of this potion, you 
are to take the following purgee 
Diſſolve 


F 
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Diſſolve half a dram of our philoſophick 
nitre, one of our golden pills of forty grains, 
with an ounce of caſſia, in veal or pullet 
broth. After this purge, take, for three days, 
in the morning faſting, half a pint of the 


barley and dog's-graſs water, in which dif- 


ſolve two drams of our ſolar balm. The re- 
gimen as to food, ſhould be moiſtening and. 
cooling, and white meats preferred to any 
other : above all, there ſhould be no ragout, 
and no exceſs of any kind: three days after, 


you muſt take the purge I have juſt menti- 


oned, After that is done, the patient ſhall 
take every morning broths made of meat, 


with herbs and a little ſalt. Every night, at 


going to bed, he ſhall take half a pint of 


whey mixed with an ounce of ſyrup of vio- 


lets, and that for eight days running; after- 
wards the purge as before. 

This treatment will certainly lay the acri- 
mony of the humours, and ſoften the parts; 
and when even there remains ſome running, 


one may with ſecurity, and without fearing 


any bad conſequences, ſet about ſtopping it, 
both by means of internal remedies, and by 
injections, which may be done ſeveral ways. 
That which I uſe by way of preference, from 


| the experience I have had of its good effects, 


is the following: 

Take a glaſs of good wine, put it into a 
ſilver or earthen porringer, make it hot, and 
as ſoon as it is luxewarm, you muſt diſſolve 
therein a dram of my ſolar balm ; and _ 

| | tne 
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the whole is well mixed and incorporated, 

our it into the ſyringe, and proceed to 
injection from three to four times a day, 
minding that the liquor muſt be a little luke. 
warm, and remain for ſome time in the blad. 
der, in order to have effect. 

During the time of injection, twenty grains 
of our martial ſalt muſt be diſſolved in a pint 
of river-water, which you muſt previouſly 
mind to paſs through filtring paper, in order 
to make it more clear and pure; drink four 
large glaſſes of it a-day, at ſome diſtance 
from your meals; to wit, one glaſs in the 
morning faſting, another half an hour before 
dinner, a third about four hours after, and 
the laſt before ſupper. 5 

This ſalt, of which J will give the compo- 
ſition, is admirable, ſince it alone can cure 
radically the gonorrhœa, conſequently will re 
ſtore to a perfect ſtate of health, remove the 
cauſe, and the effects of that cauſe, and re- 
inſtate nature in her entire vigour. | 

With regard to the ſecond gonorrhaa, 
which I call malignant and purulent, when 
there are juſt indications to fear that its viru- 
lence has attacked the ſpirits, and communt- 
cated itſelf to the blood, the moſt certain and 
effectual treatment, in order to be aſſured of 
a radical cure, is to uſe the ſame remedies 
which I do in my method for the cure of an 
univerſal pox ; ſo that I will uſe no repeti- 
tions. 


A 
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As to the gonorrhaa's known under the 
denomination of dry gonorrhœa's, heat of 
urine fallen into the ſcrotum, as they are very 


malignant, and as they are always owing to 
the ſame cauſe, though the effects be differ- 
ent, we uſe for their cure the ſame treatment 


and the ſame remedies as for an univerſal 


pox; adding farther, if the caſe require it, 


for example, if a conſiderable inflammation, 
abſceſs, or other ſymptoms, come on; baths, 
half-baths, bleeding, fomentations, and ca- 
taplaſms, which an able phyſician will not 
fail preſcribing according to the circumſtan- 
ces, which ſhould always determine us. 

But an eſſential thing which is not ſuffici- 
ently attended to, and which even, in ſome 
meaſure, the beſt authors have neglected, or 
treated but indifferently, and that is ſeveral 


maladies with which a patient is attacked af- 


ter the treatment and cure of a virulent go- 
norrhœa, and even when he thinks he has 
been radically cured of this diſtemper, be- 
cauſe he finds no more pain, and the great 
running has ceaſed. 

Theſe maladies are no leſs dangerous and 
prejudicial than a virulent gonorrhœa itſelf, 
tor they are always owing to this, that it has 
been ill treated by bad medicaments, and con- 
ſequently badly cured. Theſe maladies, I 
lay, the moſt conſiderable, with regard to 
their conſequences and their pains, are either 
an involuntary running of the ſemen, which 
$ nothing leſs than an habitual gonorrhea, 

or 
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or ſtrangury, or dyſury, which cauſe the 
moſt cruel pains, and occaſion ulcers. 


CHAP. 1L 
Containing a deſcription of an involuntary 
running, or habitual gonorrhea, 


It very often happens, that after the treat. 
ment of a long and obſtinate virulent gonor- 
hea, one is attacked with an involuntary 
running of the ſemen continually, more or 
leſs, according to the exerciſe, reſt, or excel; 
uſed by the patient. „ 

If we conſult able anatomiſts, reaſon, in 
concert with their experience, ſhows that al- 
moſt all the ſemen which flows through the 
urethra, comes from the ſeminal veſicles or 
proſtatæ; that which is prolifick, comes from 
the ſeminal veſicles, where it is carried from 
the teſticles by the vaſa deferentia; that which 
is lymphatick, comes from the proſtate, 
where it is ſeparated from the blood. The 
ſeminal veſicles open into the urethra, each 
by a particular canal; it is between theſe two 
canals we may obſerve a little eminence cal- 
led veru-montanum : the proſtate glands like- 
wiſe open into the urethra by twelve excre- 
tory ducts, but which are proportionably 
ſtraiter, in order the better to keep the ſe- 
men which theſe glands contain. 17 

Theſe excretory canals of the ſemen arc 
ſo well formed in a natural ſtate, either by 
means of the complication of muſcular fibres, 


ne 
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which ſerve them inſtead of a ſphincter, or by 
means of the ſpring of the ſurrounding parts, ſo 
that there cannot paſs a ſingle drop of liquor, 
unleſs the ſeminal veſicles or proſtate glands be 
ſtrongly compreſſed, both by the contraction 
of the membranes, with which they are en- 
velop'd, and by that of the muſculi erectores 
and acceleratores, as is the caſe in ejection. 
From thence may be concluded, that this 


running proceeds, 1. From this, that the ex- 
cretory canals of the ſemen being too much 

dilated, they are found enlarged more than 
ordinary, and remain half open. Or, 2. From 


this, that the relaxation brought upon the 
neighbouring parts, does not permit them to 
ſhut them up with ſufficient force to retain 
the ſemen. It is likewiſe eaſy to conclude, 
that what ordinarily occaſions it, and eſpeci- 
ally in young people, and thoſe who are of a 
hale and good conſtitution, is, on one hand, 


the purulent matter of the old ſtanding go- 
norrhœa, which has dilated by its abundance, 


and corroded by its acrimony, the canals 
from which it flows; and, on the other hand, 
the remedies which have been applied for 
the cure of this malady were either too cold 


or too hot, without force, energy, or virtue, 


unable to effect the cure; on the contrary, 
rather proper to continue and foment the diſ- 
order, and to help this corroſive matter to 
vitiate theſe parts. 3 8 

From this diſorder is derived an infinite 
number of evils, both ſenſible and inſenſible, 


2 
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and which are not leſs fatal. One of the mot 
_ conſiderable of this ſort, is the impotence oc. 


caſioned by this malady, which weakens and 
hinders the ejection, or cauſes it to be per- 
formed too readily and without effect, being 
deprived of all prolifick virtue : from thence 
proceed thoſe frequent abortions of women 
who cannot give a perfect maturity to the 
fœtus, the veſſels having neither force nor 
virtue remaining. People are not wanting, 
through ignorance, to aſcribe the frequency 
of theſe abortions to quite another cauſe, 

I call ſenſible evils thoſe which viſibly ap- 
pear to our ſenſes. by a more copious running 
of the ſemen, which drains by degrees the 
ſpirituous and balſamick part of the blood, 
and cauſes a leanneſs, a phthyſick, a con- 
- ſumption, and a world of other diſeaſes, the 
ſame with thoſe that proceed from an excel- 
five commerce with women. Without doubt 
this is enough ſaid upon this ſubject, and 
which ought to ſuffice in order to ſhow the 
whole importance of this mala. 

However, it cannot be denied that this 
diſeaſe, its cauſe and its effects, have not 
been perfectly known; but people have been 
ignorant of the remedies proper to cure it, or 
at leaſt have not practiſed them: I have no 
mind to ſearch into the motives ; however 
that be, here follows the true ſpecifick re- 
medy, . 
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A ſpecifick remedy for the radical cure of an 


| involuntary running, or habitual gonorrhea. 


Put into ſtone pans fix pounds of filings 
of Carinthia ſteel ; let them be very neat and 
very clean ; pour into them good diſtilled vi- 
negar, to the height of three fingers above 
the filings, obſerving at firſt to imbibe ſim- 
ply the filings like a paſte or thick ſoup, and 
leave it fo in a lukewarm place for three days, 
in order to ferment in ſome fort. After this, 


put to the matter a quantity of vinegar, three 


or four fingers breadth above the filings, ſtir 
the whole with an iron rod ; let the matter 


infufe till the vinegar be very well tinged, 


minding to ſtir the whole three times a-day; 


decant your tincture, paſſing it through fil- 


tring paper, in order to render it more pure: 
pour ſome freſh vinegar upon the matter in 
like quantity; let it infuſe as before, ſtir and 
filtre it; and you muſt repeat the proceſs; till 
you have a ſufficient quantity of tincture. 
Put all your tinctured vinegar into one or 
more ſtone cucurbits half filled; put them 


upon an athanor in a ſand-heat, and fitting on 


their heads and recipients, diſtil till the mat- 
ter be dry, at which time you will find a 
kind of earth in the cucurbits. You muſt | 
take care not to urge the fire too ſar. 
Cohobate your diſtilled liquor upon the 


earth, and difſtil-it again till it be dry, which 
Jou mult repeat ſeven different times in all. 


—— , 
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After finiſhing your ſeven diſtillations, take 
the earth which you will find in the cucur. 
bits, grind it on a marble, imbibing it with 
its own menſtruum, put it into a glaſs re- 
tort well luted to the middle of its capacity, 
fill it two-thirds up with your liquor, and 
having placed it half up in the ſand, and fit- 
ted thereto a ſmall matras, or globular reci- 
pient, give it fire by degrees, till there go out 
no more drops nor ſteam ; let the retort cool, 
and break it in order to take out the earth 
that remains at the bottom. bs 
Rectify three times the liquor which you 
ſhall have from it, in a very clean cucurbit, in 
order to purify it from its impurity and a ſtink- 
ing oil, that would ſpoil the“ operation: grind 
the earth of your retort on a marble, imbibing 
it with your rectified liquor three times; put it 
into glaſs cucurbits, and pour your rectified li- 
quor upon the matter to the height of four fin- 
gers, fit the cucurbits with their heads and re- 
cipients; and having luted the junctures with 
bands of bladder, let it digeſt in an aſh-heat, 
with a gentle fire, for forty days, ſo that the 
fire may not fail all the time. At the expi- 
ration of this term, put the fire out, let the 


cucurbits 


2 This diſtillation by the retort requires a good deal of 
care ; for when the matter comes to boil upon encreaſing the 
fire, it ſwells in ſuch a manner, that it * 4 pals into the 
recipient, and break the veſſels; care ſhould be taken only to 
make the matter boil ſlowly; and whenever it comes to 
ſwell, to wet linen cloths, and wrap them round the retort, 
without fearing it will break, and this will keep under the 
riſing. Wet cloths ſhould likewiſe be applied to the = 
ent, in order to promote the condenſing of the ſpirits, This 
diſtillation is performed in fix hours, 
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cucurbits cool, decant and ftrain the liquor 


thro' filtring paper, ſo that the earth may not 


mix with it; pour more of the other liquor, 
rectified three times, upon the earth; ſtir it, 
and let it * ſettle well: when the liquor is very 
clear, filter it to put it to the other; diſtil all 
your liquors in balneo marie to dryneſs, and 
you will find the ſal admirabilis. . 

Diſſolve all your ſalt in diſtilled rain- water, 
filtre and evaporate it to dryneſs; diſſolve 
it again in freſh filtred water, and eva 
rate it, which you are to repeat till the ſalt 
become very white, and has loſt the ſmell of 
its diflolvent. 7 

Afterwards diſſolve this ſalt in ſpirit of 
wine, not deflegmated ; filtre and abſtract this 
ſpirit in balneo marie, until the ſalt become 
dry, which will thereby become the purer: put 
your matter into a glaſs retort, lute and diſtil 
in a ſand-heat, with a ſlow fire, till no more 
come over. „ 

Rectify the liquor which ſhall come over 
in a glaſs cucurbit with a gentle fire, and 
there will come over a ſubtile ſpirit, which 


will ſcarcely ſtick to the head: when you 


obſerve that the liquor begins to ſtick to it in 
drops, ſhift the recipient to receive it in an- 


other, till there remain almoſt nothing in the 
cucurbit. 


„ You 


„ Obſerve, that if you have not a ſufficlent quantity of this 
quor rectified three times for your earth, and in order to ex- 
2 the ſalt, you muſt diſtil ſuch as contains a greater ſhare of 


212 A TREATISE on 

You will by this means have both the 
ſpirit and oil, which you muſt keep ſepa- 
rately in bottles cork'd cloſe down ©. - 


The virtues and effetts of the true martial 
„„ 8 

Should J proportion the encomiums of this 
remedy to its excellence, I ſhould juſtly give 
it the greateſt, with which the moſt ſevere 


would be forced to agree: in order to be con- 


vinced of this, one need only conſider, that 
the preparations which are commonly made 


of this metal, groſs as they be, nevertheleſs 


produce good effects for the cure of ſome 
diſeaſes; conſequently, what may not one 
expect from a ſalt divefted of all heteroge- 
neous earthy particles, and which only con- 
tains the eſſence, ſulphur, and ſpirit of iron, 
and which is of a ſolar nature. 

But undoubtedly it is very difficult to ex- 
tract from this metal that which is moſt eſ- 
fential, for that requires a long time : we 
have reaſon to believe, that it is even in part 
this tediouſneſs of the operations, which is 
the caufe of the ignorance of the greateſt part 
of artiſts, who content themſelves with ſkim- 
ming metals over, as it were : from thence 
ariſe the falſe judgments touching the nature 
and conſtitution of this mixt, ſo as not to be 
able to know its true decompoſition ; which is 

a 


© This rectification ſhould be nicely performed, becauſe it 
is neceflary that the ſpirit be well ſeparated from the oil. This 
ſpirit is ſo ſubtile, that there do not appcar on the capital, e- 
_ ther drops, winding ſtreaks, or any moiſture, 


18 
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a knowledge that can never be acquired by 


means of violent and material fires, which 


are commonly made uſe of; there is nothing 
but a ſoft, ſubtile, and natural fire, that can 
give us the knowledge of it, and which Hip- 
pocrates, with a great deal of wit, delicacy, 
and preciſion, calls a ſoft fire; few Words, 
but ſuch as contain a great deal of matter, 
and which ſliew all the extent of the profound 
knowledge of the prince of phyſick, and 
that he had not loſt his time altogether with 


his friend Democritus. 


I agree that there are ſome vulgar martial 
preparations which are made uſe of to remove 


the obſtructions in the bowels; but is it not 


to be feared, that in wanting to remove theſe, 
the earth, Which they could not ſeparate 
from them, may cauſe others more dange- 
tous than thoſe they would remove, or cauſe 
inflammations in the canals of the ſmall veſ- 
ſels? 

From what I have ſaid, I do not mean to 
perſuade the world that the martial ſalt, of 
which I have given the compoſition, i is with- 
out earth; ſo far from it, that if it did not 
contain any, it would not be an uſual falt : 
but 1 may maintain, that the earth which it - 
contains, is of quite a different nature from 
that feculent earth which taints the other 


Preparations, ſince it is no other than a fixed 


ſulphur, which is of the nature of anodynes 
and diaphoreticks, and which, conlequontly, 


is benign and ſalutary. 


4 — 
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It is a thing pretty common for all authors 
to extol their own remedies, and in ſuffer. 
ing themſelves to be prepoſſeſſed to paſs the 
bounds of a juſt moderation. I fear not 
falling into this fault; it is to experience J 


appeal. 


Its virtue. 


We ſhall ſee that this ſalt cures perfectly 
all the diſorders in the ſpleen and liver, of 
which it reſolves the obſtructions, ſcirrhus's, 
and hardneſs; that it gives to the blood and 
fluids a free circulation, cures the vapours in 
both ſexes, vertigo's, continual keadachs and 
megrims ; that it is admirable againſt all car- 
dialagias, pains and weakneſs of the ſtomach, 
of which it diſcharges the ropy phlegm, re- 
ſtores the appetite, diſpels loathings and fla- 
tus's; that it is a ſovereign remedy for the 
green- ſickneſs, jaundice, whites, colicks, ſup- 
preſſion of the menſes, dropſies, gonorrhœa's 
and its old ſtanding relicks; that it ſoftens the 
acrimony of the urine, hinders the generation 
of gravel, and drives it out of the kidneys 
and bladder, as likewiſe viſcidities : for this 
reaſon it is very ſerviceable in the ſtone, rheu- 
matiſms, eriſepylas, tetters, and itchings; in 
dyſenteries, and other obſtinate fluxes of the 
belly, fed by ulcers; and for other long- 
ſtanding and obſtinate diſeaſes, that will not 
yield to any other remedies, 
Its uſe is to diſſolve twelve or fifteen grains 
of it, more or leſs, in a pint of river- water, 
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in the manner in which we have already 
ſhewn. 

This remedy acts from the beginning by 
inſenſible perſpiration, ſometimes by ſtool, 
and moſt frequently by urine ; the patients 
continue to take it till they be perfectly cu- 
red, which happens ſooner or later, accord- 
ing to the quality of the diſeaſe, its degree 


| of malignity, and the injury done to the 


arts, 8 

This ſalt is farther taken in doſes, from ſix 
to ſeven grains, in vehicles proper for the 
diſeaſes. In a word, it is certain that this 
is a ſovereign remedy for the cure of an in- 


voluntary running, or habitual gonorrhœa, 


by uſing injections with our ſolar balm, after 


the ſame manner as we have explained before. 


Though the involuntary running and the 
ſtrangury, of which J ſhall treat in the ſequel 
of this chapter, have the ſame original, which 
is a virulent gonorrhœa, badly cured or pal- 
liated ; however, as the effects are different 
| treat of them differently. 1 
Thus, though my probes be a ſpecifick to 
effect a radical cure of all the confequences of 
a virulent gonorrhœa, as we ſhall ſhew, and 


a happy experience confirms it ; however, I 


do not commonly make uſe thereof for the 
cure of an involuntary running, becauſe it is 
often produced by other caufes than ulcers, 
as I have ſufficiently made out, or at leaſt 
theſe ulcers are no longer ſubſiſting ; whereas 
what diſtinguiſhes this diſtemper from the 

— & ſtran» 
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ſtrangury, are, almoſt ever, either caruncles 
or carnoſities produced by actual ulcers, whoſe 
_ callous lips cauſe the ſtraitening of the ure- 
thra, and very often a dyſury, or a difficulty 
of making water. But in the firſt diſtemper, 
ſuch obſtacles are not always to be ſurmount- 
ed. On the contrary, we are often under 
the neceſſity of regulating the flowing of the 
urine, which comes too haſtily thro” the re- 
laxation and weakneſs of the veſſels, as not 
to be retained by the act of the will, without 
- uneaſineſs and pain. | 

This being laid down, to avoid a multipli- 
city of remedies, it ſufficeth for anſwering 
my intention, to uſe commonly injections of 
my ſolar balſam, whole virtues and properties 
cannot be too much extolled. It is even of 
great ſervice, in the courſe of the cure of 
this diſtemper, to make lukewarm fomenta- 
tions therewith, over the whole extent of the 
perinæum, and to apply plaiſters there, which 
will accelerate the cure, make the veſſels, 
with a greater degree of facility, recover their 
ſpring and natural kone. - 
I paſs over this article curſorily, to avoid 

a long train of reaſonings, the thing being 
ſo ſimple as to be ſelf-cvident; I therefore 
keep to experience, and to my happy ſuccels 
in this reſpect, which determine and fix me 
in my practice; all this, notwithſtanding, 
without any degree of prejudice, and in pu- 
ſuance of circumſtances, as I have already 
eliewhere ſaid, which ought always to be 
— our 
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our rule: for if we have room to ſuſpect that 


the injections cannot reach to the ſeat of the 
diſtemper, I would ſay, to the part affected, 
and that the medicated candles make their 

way better thither ; or even that there have 


been ulcers capable of producing callous lips, 
eſchars, or other things of that nature, which 
may be known by means of the probe, hand- 
led with addreſs and prudence, without ſcru- 
ple my candles ſhould be uſed, in order to- 
tally to deſtroy theſe calloſities and fungus's, 
if there are any, that ever cauſe very uneaſy 
ſymptoms, either actually or conſequentially. 
In a word, we muſt bring to ſuppuration all 
the inſpiſſated humours, and carry them off; 
which the uſe of my candles will infallibly 


effect. Let not any one imagine, from what 


I have faid, that a corroſive enters the com- 


poſition of this admirable remedy ; I with 
truth aſſure him, he will find himſelf under 


- 
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CHAP. HE 
On the diſtempers of the urethra *, under the 
denominations of ftrangury *, dyſury*, and 
iſcbury *, with the ſpecificks for the cure if 
theſe diſtempers. 


| | 5 A 
Should be too tedious, did I attempt to give 
a compleat treatiſe on the diſtemper cal- 
led a ſtrangury, and its ſymptoms: I might 
act the man of learning at an eaſy rate, by 
reciting the different opinions, both of an. 
cients and moderns, as Amatus Luſitanus, 
Ambroſe Pareus, Muſitanus, Saviard, Hel- 
vetius, Palfyn, de la Faye, Col de Villars, 
Aſtruc and others. But nothing further new 
can be ſaid, after the treatiſe on that diſtem- 
per lately given us by M. Daran, ſurgeon in 
ordinary to the king. This taſk was indeed 
reſerved for him, conſidering the great num- 
ber of cures he has performed, and ſtill con- 

tinues to perform, in that cruel diſtemper. 
However the ſubject is of that importance, 
and fo connected with what I am upon, that 

Urethra, the duct or canal, which conveys the urine out of 
the body, upon its being diſcharged out of the bladder. 

d Strangury, a frequent and involuntary inclination to make 
water, in which the urine, inſtead of coming forth uniformly, 
and in a continued ſtream, flows only by ſtarts, with much pain 
and uneaſineſs, in very ſmall quantities, or only in a dribbling. 

© Dylury; a difficulty of making water, accompanied with 

a 4 SV P 
Pain and much heat, in which the urine flows however with- 
without interruption, and often in the requiſite quantity. "Tis 


alſo called heat of urine, becauſe the urine, in diſcharging) 
ſeems to ſcald the urethra. | 


4 Iſchury ; an entire ſuppreſſion of urine. 
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J cannot avoid entering the liſts, and giving 
my ſentiments too; which I ſhall do in a 
manner very ſuccinct and ſhort. ” 


A deſcription of this diſtemper. 


Virulent gonorrhœa's, when they have 


heen for a long time violent and obſtinate, 


and attended with conſiderable ulcers in the 
urethra, and theſe either well or ill cured, 
commonly cauſe a ſtraitneſs of the canal or 
duct of the urethra, which afterwards be- 
comes ſo troubleſome, that the urine only 
comes away like an extreme fine thread, and 
commonly forked, or only in a dribbling, 
and that with great ſtrainings; this is what 
we call a ſtrangury. If in this ſtate the patient 
be heated, and guilty of any debauch, or go 
to any exceſs in regimen, this ſtrangury de- 
generates to a dyſury, and even ſometimes to 
an iſchury. A dyſury produces moſt trou- 
bleſome ſymptoms, as fever, urinous vomit- 
ings, lethargy, inflammation of the bladder, 
fiſtula's in the perinæum and fundament, 
which makes the ſphincter and anus ve 
painful, inflates the hæmorrhoids, the pubes, 
and the duct of the urethra; all which are 
found complicated, and cauſe the patient to 
make loud and pitiful outcries. The iſchur 
is a total and abſolute ſuppreſſion of the urine, 
which makes it regurgitate towards the ſupe- 
rior parts, whereby the pain becomes inſup- 
portable. 


The 
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The cauſe of this ſort of ſtrangury has been 
conſidered by the ancients, as from carnoſi. 
ties or excreſcences of fleſh, either fungous 
or callous, produced in the f in con- 
ſequence of ulcers there, as there are of them 
| formed 1 in all the other viſcera. 


Others have aſcribed this een of the 


urethra, to hard, callous, and prominent ci- 


catrices, Which made the duct ſtraiter, as 


they were ſo many bridles to draw it in. 
Others, in fine, have maintained that there 
were no carnoſities, and that it was only an 
inflation of the ſpongy texture of the canal 
of the urethra, which ſtraitened the duct, oc. 


caſioned by the varicoſe veſſels, which enter 


into its compoſition. 
Without engaging in a circumſtantial de- 


tail of the nature of the urethra, it ſufficeth 


to know, that it is a duct continued with the 
neck of the bladder, and terminating in the 
extremity of the glans; that at its origin, 
near the neck of the bladder, we obſerve the 
aperture of ſeveral ſmall ducts, called ejacu- 
latory, which open near an eminence, called 
veru-montanum : there are others obſerved 
as coming from the proſtate, both ſuperior 
and inferior; which .glands are ſituated near 

another ſmall eminence, called the bulb : be- 
fides, the whole continuity of the urethra is of 
a ſpongy texture, excepting, however, a place 
near the neck of the bladder, which forms 
the origin of the duct, which is imply mem- 


branous, and ſtraiter than the reſt of the by 
na 3 


ta 
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nal, which is no ways covered with a ſpongy 
texture, nor immediately by any other part 
depending on the urethra. T3 

Now this being laid down, in a heat of 
urine there 1s an ulcer in the proſtate, and 
often the acrimony of 'the matter, charged 
with an acrid and corroſive virus, by running 
along the canal, produces little ulcers on the 
internal membrane of the urethra ; tho' theſe 
ulcers of the proſtate be cured, theſe glands 
remain much larger than they were before 
the diſtemper ; and as they are fituated at 


the Neck of the bladder, by their volume or 


bulk they cauſe a compreſſion, which makes 
the urine come away with more pain than 
uſual, and in a finer jet or thread; for that 
time the courſe of the urine is retarded in the 
urethra, and no longer comes away in an 
arch as formerly, according to the rule, that 
a fluid paſſing out of a narrower into a larger 
canal, loſes of its force. 
Beſides, the ſmalleſt ulcers of the urethra, 
produced by the acrimony of the matter, in 
cicatriſing, ſtraiten and confine the ſides of 
the urethra. Now the urine in coming away, 
will make an impetus upon the ſides of the 
duct that are leſs ſtrong, ſeparate and dilate 
conſequently the membranous part, and in 
time produce fiſtula's in the perinæum, which 
will be followed by troubleſome ſymptoms, 
and extremely difficult of cure. — 
lt often happens too, that the veru- mon- 
tanum has been excoriated, that it is tume- 
- _ 
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| fied, hardened, not only for the courſe of the 
urine, but beſides for the ejaculation of the 
ſemen, which it renders effete, as it only 
flows along the duct, without being impelled 
and darted with any force; which is one 
cauſe of impotence. Beſides, neither urine 
nor ſemen can flow, without cauſing much 
uneaſineſs and pain to the patient. 
In order to cure this cruel diſtemper, and 
remedy the ſymptoms it brings along with it, 
hitherto, without effect, every thing has been 
uſed that was thought capable of being a re- 
medy for it; but, not ſucceding, an inciſion 
was reſolved upon to be made in the peri- 
næum, like that which is made for extract. 
ing the ſtone from the bladder. 
The late M. Collot, a celebrated lithoto- 
miſt, became diſtinguiſhed in this operation, 
which was called catheteriſm ; but M. Aftruc, 
whom nothing eſcapes, has very judiciouſly 
remarked, that this method, how ingenious 
ſoever it appeared, was highly pernicious, 
Experience has ſhewn, how much the enco- 
miums beſtowed on theſe operations were il 
grounded, ſince the patients, after ſuffering a 
oreat deal in the operation, found themſelves, 
after the wound was cloſed, worſe than be- 
fore, becauſe the part of the urethra, on 
which, with a catheter, was introduced a ſe- 
tan charged with corroſi ves, deterſives, or 
mundificatives, ſtill continued ſtraitened by 
the cicatrice formed there, which rendered 
the paſſage of the urine much more Ws, 
| an 
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and put the patient out of hope of any cure. 


he Tis certain we ſhould not reſolve upon mak 
nly ing inciſions and amputations, but in extreme 
led and deſperate caſes, 5 

YNe It is eaſy, from what has been ſaid, to diſ- 
ine cover the extreme cruelty and danger of this 
ich diſtemper, and that our predeceſſors being 


reduced to ſuch extremities, were ignorant of 
and the genuine ſpecifick for its cure. At length 


\ it, the happy hour was come, in which M. Da- 
een ran had the good fortune to deprive me of 
re- the honour of employing, for the ſervice of 


ſion the publick, the medicated candles of the 
eri- late M. Grimaldie; the application of which, 
act- by introducing them into the penis, is an in- 

fallible remedy for the cure of the ſtrangury 
and carnoſities of the urethra: for it is in 
vain to quibble and ſhift, in order to deter- 
mine whether they be carnoſities, excreſ- 
cences, caruncles, or inflations, which cauſe 
this diſtemper. M. Daran, and, before him, 
Pareus, that famous practitioner, and M. Col. 
de Villars, and Aſtruc, have ſhewn that they 
are carnoſities; and in ſpite of what Dionis, 
and thoſe who affect to be of his opinion, 
have advanced, that there are carnoſities diſ- 
ſection lays open to our view, and affords an 
evident proof of them. Tis no leſs evident 
and certain, that the medicated candles of 
M. Daran, and mine, effect a radical cure in 
this diſtemper, without any bad ſymptom to 
be apprehended. 


The 


* By way of remark ; ſee the preface. 
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The great number of obſervations adyan. 
ced by M. Daran in his book of the cures he 
has performed all over Europe, for the ſpace 
of twenty Years practice ; obſervations cloath. 
ed with the greateſt degree of authenticity, 
as either the atteſtations and certificates of 
patients, or thoſe of the moſt celebrated phy. 
ſicians and ſurgeons of our day, ſuffer not 
the moſt critical and incredulous to doubt of 
the efficacy of this remedy. „ 

But tho' we truly maintain, that our can- 
dles and probes are the only ſpecifick for the 
cure of theſe diſtempers, I -mean not to ex- 
clude internal remedies, nor a certain regj- 
men too, in the courſe of introducing the 
probes: on the contrary, I am perſuaded not 
only of the uſefulneſs of both, but of the ne- 
ceſſity and indiſpenſableneſs of their uſe for 
the cure of theſe diſtempers. We ſhall 
plainly ſhew the importance and conſequence 
thereof, and at the ſame time give the re- 
medies, | 

We have advanced, as a certain principle, 
that to arrive at a radical cure: of the affected 
and vitiated parts to be found in the duct of 
the urethra, wherever placed, and what form 
| ſoever they put on, of caruncle, fungus, ex- 
creſcence, carnofity, calloſity, or inflation, 


you muſt ſet the original gonorrhea a run- 


ning afreſh. 

We affirm ftill, in order to give greater 

light to this whole affair, and to avoid 

repetitions hereafter, and unfair gloſſes and 
+ | equi 
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equivocations, that the ſhortneſs or length 
of theſe diſtempers depended on the time 
theſe humours took up to ſuppurate in, a 
delay that muſt never be put to the ſcore 
of the remedy, but juſtly to the degree of 
malignity of the malady, according to the 
time of its ſettling, and to the nature of the 
obſtacles upon which the remedy operates, 
and which are more or leſs diſpoſed to re- 
ceive the fermentative motion, which pro- 
duces ſuppuration, by opening and dividing 
the inſpiſſated liquors in the callous lips of 
ulcers, and thereby to aſſiſt the tonick or 
contractile force of the fibres. 

I hereby, without any ambages or affected 
obſcurity, ſet forth my mind; conſequently, 
tne ulcers are what produce theſe vegetations, 
and an ill-cured gonorrhea what has produ- 
ced theſe ulcers, which have formed a kind 
of barrier or eſchar, interrupting the puru- 
lent running of the gonorrhœa, and yet it is 
on the continuation of this running, that the 
cure depends; ſince, on the contrary, its ſup- 
preſſion produces the ſymptoms which diſ- 
tinguiſh theſe diſtempers. | 


In a manner that the pocky virus of the 
gonorrhœa, being unveiled, unmaſked, and 


drawn forth from its place of concealment, 
being in ſome meaſure regenerated and 
brought to light by means of the ſuppu- 
ration and. running, which could not have 
been effected but by the action of the fer- 
mentative motion; in a word, by W | 
: theie 
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theſe eſchars, excreſcences, and carnoſities, 
which ſerved it for a covering; is it not to 
be feared, it will be ſaid, that diſengaged 
from its confinement, and ſet at liberty, be. 
coming ſtronger and more dangerous by the 
fermentation, whereby it was agitated, it will 
regurgitate into the blood, and infect, with 
its poiſon, the whole habit of the body. 


By no means; we well know the power 


of our probes, and their efficacy upon theſe 


diſtempers ; if they have, in ſome meaſure, 


ſucceeded to rouſe the principle of the origi- 
nal gonorrhœa, which alone has given riſe to 
the diſorders of the urethra, and to draw it 
forth from the tomb where it lay buried, the 
virtue of theſe probes muſt be ſufficiently 
ſtrong, and their power ſufficiently exten- 


five, drawing it not only from its retrench- 


ments, but killing it without reſource, and 
extinguiſhing it for ever, without hope of 
being able to recover itſelf, and conſequently 
guarding againſt its violence and virulence, 
and againſt-its future. progreſs, and all its un- 
eaſy ſymptoms. Beſides, we ſhew no reſpect 
to ſo inhuman and dreadful a monſter, which 
cauſes ſo much pain and uneaſineſs ; we give 
the probe the ſalutary aid of good medicines, 
taken internally, and properly adminiſtered, 
and then the victory will be more ſpeedy, 
more ſecure, and compleat, and the enemy 
be vanquiſhed without reſource : but incli- 
ning to make no ſecret of a matter ſo impor- 


tant, we frankly and openly declare * 
5 5 
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the remedies are we add to the uſe of the 
probes. 1 

Make a ptiſan of the root of hound's- 
tongue; in a pint of this ptiſan you will diſ- 
ſolve fifteen grains of our ſal martis; of this 
the patient is to drink four times a-day, and 
that before meals; its good effects will be 
experienced with great ſatisfaction ; tis a 
narcotick and lenitive plant ; it may be alſo 
uſed in broths to aſſwage the pains of a go- 
norrhœa, and diminiſh the catarrhous cough : 
the Juice alſo of this plant may be uſed in 
pills for the ſame indications. Externally it 
is reſolvent and lenient. 

A very excellent remedy taken internally 
for the cure of this diſtemper, 1s the root 
pareira brava, ſo juitly extolled by de Pille and 
Helvetius, of which great uſe, and with ſuc- 
ceſs, is made in Braſil and Portugal; it gent- 
ly ferments with the blood, is charged only 
with ſome volatile ſulphurs proper to carry 


off the obſtacles to the courſe of the urine, 


whether. cauſed by gravel, ſlime, or other 
ſymptoms. 

The manner of uſing it, is to boil an 
ounce of this root beat and ſhred, with a 
dram of our philoſophical nitre in a pint of 
water; after five or ſix ſeethings, it is taken 
off the fire, and left to infuſe till it is cold. 
The liquor is to be ſtrained, in which diſ- 
ſolve fitteen grains of our ſal martis; a glaſs 
of it is to be drank every four hours; it may 


be alſo given in ſubſtance. The doſe is half 
— a 1 
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a dram, fifteen grains of our philoſophical 
nitre, and three of our ſal martis, to be re. 
peated every four hours; and this conduct to 

be obſerved till a compleat cure is effected. 

We are indebted to the zeal and {kill of 

M. Helvetius for the compoſition of a hal. 
fam which he prepared from this root, for 
facilitating its uſe, in order to a commodious 
uſing of it in voyages and the field. And 

*I have experienced, ſays that great phyſi- 
ce cian, that it is equally a ſpecifick for the 
ce diſorder of the kidneys and bladder, as the 
ce quinquina, the hypecacuana, and alum, for 

the diſorders in which theſe are uſed with 
* ſo much efficacy.” As the compoſition of 

this balſam is but ſhort, as it is an excellent 
remedy, and as every one 1s not poſſeſſed of 

M. Helvetius's book, I ſhall give the manner 

of its compoſition, 


The diuretic balſam of pareira brava, 
Take of oil of ſcorpions, compounded in 
the manner of Mathiolus, a pound ; of the 
balſam of capivi five ounces, of the balſam 
of ſulphur terebinthinated four ounces, of 
liquid ſtirax two ounces, of yellow wax fix 
ounces ; of the root of pareira brava, in tine 
powder, half a pound, of ſal armoniac two 
ounces, of good Spaniſh wine two pounds; 
boil the whole on a ſoft fire, ſtirring it al- 
ways with a wooden ſpatula, till the wine 1s 
entirely evaporated, then take it off the fire, 
and paſs it hot through a ſtrainer by a ſtrong 
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expreſſion ; and when half cold, add to it 
three ounces of black balſam of Peru, which 


you will mix well with the ſpatula, When 


all is cold, put it up in an earthen pot well 
ſtopped ; the doſe is half a dram; you may 
leave out the wax if you will. 

Let us obviate the objections which ma 


be made to the diuretick remedies. which I 


uſe in the cure of the diſorders of the ure- 
thra. And to do this in an orderly and ra- 
tional manner, and that we may be enabled 
to know all the utility of theſe remedies, let 
us give firſt a definition of what we under= 
ſtand by diuretick remedies, and their effects 
upon the ſerofities; let us diſtinguiſh the 
good from the bad effects of the ſeroſities in 
the human body : and laſtly, let us explain 
in what caſe theſe remedies ſhould be admi- 
niſtered. Theſe difficulties we ſhall reſolve 
in a manner very ſhort and ſuccinct. 

1. The ſeroſity forms the greateſt part of 
the blood and milk; it is mixed with the 
blood in the lymphatick veſſels ; it is even 
confounded with the lympha, tho' very dif- 
erent from it; and it is ſeparated from the 
blood and lympha in the kidneys, and other 
parts of the body, to form the matter of the 
urine, the ſweat, perſpiration, the ſpittle, 
and other excrementitious, ſerous humours. 
It is the diſſolvent and vehicle of the ſalt, 
and of ſome, the moſt attenuated, earthy 
molecules; it is ſupplied to the maſs of blood 


Q 3 with 
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with the chyle, by the moſt aqueous parts of | 


the aliment. | c 

Of all the humours which compoſe the 
blood, there is none fo neceſſary as the ſero- f 
ſity, becauſe it is what gives it its fluidity a 
and fits it to be diſtributed over all the parts: tl 
but if it is highly uſeful, 1t may alſo cauſe tl 

many diſorders, when it exceeds and drowns 
the whole maſs of blood, induces a change ſe 
on the other humours, weakens the ferments, ar 
and relaxes the ſolids, and cauſes an infinity hi 
of diſtempers, which I wave to avoid pro- in 
lixity, and which are otherwiſe well known; en 
which ſhews the neceſſity of remedies. To be 
guard againſt, or to cure theſe diſtempers, Hur 
the moſt efficacious are thoſe of the claſs of di 
diureticks. da 
Diureticks are what facilitate and effect the th; 
evacuation of the ſeroſity, when it is hind- thi 
ered. Thus we call diuretick every remedy W. 
which paſſes readily by, and provokes urine: du 
there are two ſpecies of diureticks, one hot, mi 
the other cold; the hot are thoſe which, by ing 
their ſaline parts, both fixt and volatile, ex- tio 
cite and animate the ſpring of the fibres, en- ſel! 
creaſe the motion of the blood, attenuate, the 
melt down, and break the ſulphureous parts, cafe 
which thicken and entangle the ſeroſity of f 
the blood. M. Tournefort in his materia faly 
medica, after entering upon the detail of the diff 
mixts which compoſe theſe hot diuretick re- " 
the 


medics, denominates them diureticks impro- 
perly lor 


VENEREAL MALADIES, 237 
perly ſo called, and ranks them with aperi- 
ents, ES 
The cold diuretics are ſuch as relax the 
fibres, lubricate the urinal paſſages, blunt the 
acrimony of the humours, dilute and cool 
them, and by their aqueous parts encreaſe 
the ſeroſity of the blood. 

From what has been ſaid, we may eaſily 
ſee in what caſes diureticks, and which ſort, 
are to be uſed. We ſhould avoid the uſe of 
hot diureticks, when there is a phlogoſis or 
inflammation of the parts deſtined for the 
evacuation ; in like manner we ſhould avoid 
both the hot and cold in the diſeaſe of the 
| urethra, when we obſerve an actual and plain 
diſpoſition to an iſchury ; becauſe the abun- 
dance and ſtay of the urine would then,. in 
that caſe, cauſe grievous pains and ulcers in 
the perinæum, to make itſelf a paſſage, and 
would regurgitate into the blood, and pro- 
duce numberleſs other evils, which deter- 
mine the making the puncture, and the hav- 
ing recourſe to inciſive inſtruments, opera- 
tions equally grievous with the diſtemper it- 
elf, and which often bring on the death of 
be patient; but neceſſary operations in ſome 
cales, | 

Theſe diuretic remedies are therefore only 
lalutary in the dyſury, which we ſaid was a 
difficulty of making water, accompanied with 
pain and much heat; in which, however, 
the urine runs in a continued ſtream, and 
ſometimes in the requiſite quantity; a diſ- 

temper 
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temper which is the forerunner of the iſchu- 
ry, or a total ſuppreſſion of urine, a mortal 
ſymptom, a grievous extremity, which may 
be avoided by the uſe of our probes, and the 
aids of internal remedies properly . admini- 
ftered. | 

In fine, one of the beſt remedies to be 
taken internally, and the uſe of which 1 ad- 
vife, becauſe the perfect knowledge J have 
of this remedy, its virtues, qualities, and pro- 
perties, confirmed by a courſe of happy ex- 
periences, often repeated, and always favour- 
able, has convinced me of the certainty of 
its good effects, having, without reſerve, all 
the good effects of other remedies, and that 
is my ſolar balſam, diſſolving an ounce of it 


in a gallon of milk, mixing and diluting 


them together, and taking it lnkewarm, of a 
morning, on an empty ftomach, during the 
courſe of the cure. This remedy, without 
having any acid, and only by its balſamic 
virtue, checks the too impetuous motion of 
the blood, braces the fibrous parts, expreſſes 
the ſeroſities, and promotes their more cafy 
diſcharge into the kidneys. 
This remedy purifies the urine, carries off 
all its acrimony, all the noxious and viſcid 
ſlime, which lodges in the bladder, when the 
patient complains ; deterges ulcers, helps for- 
ward the cure, keeps an open belly, ſtrength- 
ens nature by preventing crudities and bad 
digeſtions, and remedies every thing which 
might hurt the cure, and obviates every _ 
5 5 ea y 
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eaſy ſymptom and bad conſequence, Theſe 
are not words thrown out at random, to 
heighten and cauſe an ill-· grounded confidence 


in this remedy, but real and evident facts: I 


repeat it, without fearing to exaggerate, I have 
always obſerved the extremely happy and un- 


expected effects of this remedy, which in a 


ſurpriſing manner concurs with my probes, 
for the cure of all the diſorders of the ure- 
thra, and effects this cure readily, agreeably, 
and without any bad ſymptoms; a cure per- 
manent and radical, without leaving any 
trace of the diſtemper, or apprehenſion of its 
return; advantages, I may affirm, I have a- 
bove M. Daran. 

With regard to women, it is rarely they 
are ſeized with the ſtrangury, even after 
many virulent and obſtinate gonorrhœa's, be- 
cauſe the urethra in them is ſhorter and wi- 


der than in Men, conſequently it cannot be 


ſo eaſily ſtraitened or compreſſed; and chief- 
ly, becauſe the reſervoirs of the ſeminal hu- 


mour, where is the ſeat of the gonorrhœa, 


are in women, either at a diſtance from the 
urethra, as Cowper's glands, and thoſe of the 
vagina; or, if near, yet they open not into 
this duct, and cannot fo eaſily communicate 
to it their diſorders; which regards the pro- 


fate too, though placed about the urethra 
in women who have their excretory ducts, 
called lacunz, in the ſuperior parts of the 


vulva, and not in the urethra. And yet it is 
not impoſſible for women to be taken with 
this 
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this malady; and when women have it, the 
ſame remedies muſt be uſed for them, as was 
preſcribed for men. 

I ſhall be but very brief in explaining the 
regimen I preſcribe the patient during the 
cure, ſince in general, unleſs in the caſe of an 
inflammation, a fever, and other ſymptoms, 
which the circumſtances ought to regulate ; 
bating theſe ſymptoms, I ſay, the regimen is 
quite ſimple and uniform; good broths, good 
ſoops, beef, mutton, and fowl]; in a word, 


without exceeding either in the ſolid or li- 


quid aliments ; the drink, a good old wine 
diluted, abſtaining only from fruits, ſalads, 
and other crude things, ſalt and ſpices ; the 
exerciſe, application, and labour, alſo to be 
moderate and reaſonable. | 

May I be allowed, before I cloſe this 
chapter, to make this reflection. Tis a thing 
unheard on, that we ſhould be obliged to 
preach up temperance to men, and that we 
ſhould almoſt ever do it without effect, and 
talk, as it were, to the air; and yet their own 
intereſt, reaſon, and even, in ſome meaſure, 
a certain point of honour, ought to engage 
them to it; for it is of the laſt conſequence 
to preſerve health and prolong our days, that 
the quantity and quality of our meat and 
drink be exactly regulated, and juſtly pro- 
portioned to our digeſtive faculties ; our bo- 
dies crave only a determinate quantity of ali- 


ment for their ſuſtenance ; and if we did ob- 


ſerve an exact proportion between the quan- 


* | 
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tity we take in, and the force of the ſtomach, 


we would often guard againſt acute diſcaſes, 
and oftener ſtill againſt chronical ; and we 
ſhould be alſo enabled to live as long, and 


have conſtitutions as good, as ſtrong and 


laſting, as our fathers had, without much 
diſeaſe and pain. 
The ſpring of chronical diſeaſes is, firſt, | 


the viſcoſity of the juices, or the too great 


extent or bulk of their component particles, 
which not being ſufficiently broken by the 
digeſtive faculties, ſtop ſhort or retard the 
circulation, In the ſecond place, tis the too 


great abundance of ſharp and acrid falts, by 


means of which the juices even become ſo 


corrolive, as to penetrate the ſolids, and wear 
them out. In the third place, tis a relaxa- 
tion, or a want of a neceſſary force and vi- 
gour in the ſolids themſelves. Exceſs in the 
quantity produces the firſt, the bad quality of 


what we eat and drink cauſes the ſecond ; 


and both together, joined to the want of 
N exerciſe, produce the third. 


n 
Of the ulcers called venereal ſhankers. 


HERE are ſeveral ſpecies of alan 
which take their riſe from the pocky 
virus ; there are alſo thoſe properly called 

ſhankers, which differ much even among 

themſelves, ſome being worſe than others, 

and therefore are called either benign or ma- 
| lignant. 
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lignant. There are other different ulcery 
ſome ſcrophulous, others ſcorbutick, an 
others, with each their peculiar denoming. 
tion, to diſtinguiſh and avoid the confound. 
ing them, becauſe being different among 
themſelves in character, they ought to be 
treated differently ; and that for each ſpecies 
and kind of ulcer, which conſtitutes a parti. 
cular diſeaſe, proper remedies ſhould be uſed, 
as M. Tauvry very judiciouſly remarks, in his 
treatiſe of medicines ; what 1s good for one 
ulcer, is very bad for another ; 3 an obſerva- 
tion he expreſſly makes upon the treatment 
of cancerous ulcers, which are preciſely thoſe 
that are the ſubject of this chapter. 


A deſcription of ſhankers, 


Venereal ſhankers are ſmall malignant cal- 
lous ulcers, bordered commonly with a hard 
and yellowiſh circle, and diſcharging a ſerous 
greeniſh pus, inclining to a yellow or grey, 
thick, viſcid, and clammy, which commonly 
produces the like ulcers in the neighbouring 
parts ; which ſhankers are Cauſed by a pocky 

nn 

Theſe ulcers, for the moſt part, ariſe on 
the natural parts of both ſexes, ſometimes 
in the mouth, on the lips, and nipples of 
nurſes ; but ordinarily they occupy the con- 
vex part of the glans, or the corona, the in- 
ternal ſurface, or the edge of the præputium, 
with the inferior part of "the glans. 


Sometimes 


Met 
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Sometimes they are few in number, and 
diſtinct, at other times numerous and con- 
fluent ; ſometimes they are crouded together 
and diſpoſed in flakes; at other times they 
form a ſpecies of circle round the corona 
glandis, and make the præputium tight about 
the glans. Laſtly, it happens ſometimes they 
are very bad and malignant, according to the 
teſtimony of M. Guiſard, phyſician of the 
univerſity of Montpellier, in his fifth obſer- 
vation, where he relates, that a young man 
between thirty-five and thirty-eight, was 
taken therewith in ſo terrible a manner, that 
when he ſaw him for the firſt time, his body 
was all over cavernous, eaten by a malignant 
cancer; the glans, which ſtuck only by a 
thread, was extremely ſenſible, and already 
cancerous; the duct of the urethra perfora- 
ted almoſt over its whole extent, like a wa- 
tering- pot, when the urine was diſcharged, 
and the ſuppuration, which began above the 
pubis, ſeemed ready to gain the lower belly. 
Above all this, the patient ſaw himſelf daily 
waſting with a ſlow fever, which gradually 
weakened him, and of which he died. 

But there are benign ſhankers ; ſuch are 
the round and ſuperficial, and thoſe having 
few calloſities, . a whitiſh bottom, yield- 
ing a laudable pus, and whoſe edges are nei- 
ther ruddy nor very prominent ; whereas the 
malignant have an irregular and angular fi- 
gure, a black livid cavity, or of a deep red, very 
hard, callous lips, which diſcharge a ſeroſity 

ö Ather 
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rather than a genuine pus; and which ſpread - 
and extend themſelves ſtill more and more 
round about the parts. 

Theſe ſhankers, produced from an impure 
commerce, if they ariſe from a recent virus, 
are not ſo dangerous; and we may guard 
againſt them, if we have the precaution after 
the act of impure commerce, to waſh with 
wine, brandy, water, or urine; but if they 
ariſe from an inveterate pox, they are very 
bad, and of difficult cure, becauſe owing to 
an old virus; foraſmuch as they ariſe not 
from a virus communicated externally, but 
from a virus lying concealed a long time in 
the blood, and which circulating with it, is 
conveyed into the ſebaceous humour of the 
ſkin; conſequently theſe cannot be cured 
without removing the cauſe, 

But independently of theſe neceſſary obſer- 
vations, in order to know the nature of the 
cancer we are going to treat on, to enable us 
to adminiſter the proper remedies, it is of no 
leſs importance to diſtinguiſh the difference 
of character, according to the place they oc- 
cupy : thoſe of the preputium in men, are 
generally worſe than thoſe of the glans: and 
in like manner in women, thoſe of the cli- 
toris, or carunculi myrtiformes, are worſe 
than thoſe of the labia or nymphæ. Thoſe 
of the glans occupying the frænum or corona, 
are more malignant than thoſe occupying its 
ſurface or ſides ; thoſe ſituated upon the edge 
of the præputium are more fo, than thoſe 
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ſituated in the middle, or on the root of this 
att; 


greatly puzzled the ancient phyſicians, is not- 


withſtanding very ſimple and clear. In men 


the præputium being the duplicature of the 
membrane which covers the penis, the pocky 
venom eaſily flips in between, and from 
thence 1s conveyed into the other parts of the 


body. Beſides, this part being more nervous, 


conſequently more abounding in ſpirits than 
the glans, which is but a ſpongy and fleſhy 


part, the irritation and inflammation which 


are there produced by the acrimony of the 


pocky ferment, joined to the pain cauſed by 
the ſenſibility of the ſpirits abounding in this 


| part, ſhould augment conſiderably the vola- 


tiliſation and penetrancy of the virus; conſe- 
quently the ulcer or ſhanker, in this nervous 
part, is more dangerous and malignant than 
in the other fleſhy and ſpongy part: for the 
fame reaſons the parts in women tainted with 
ſhankers, are affected with a greater or leſs 
degree of malignity. | 

Theſe obſervations are doubtleſs extremely 
uſeful to give a perfect knowledge of the na- 
ture of ſhankers ; yet let us take the matter 
higher, and go to the ſource, which will 
clear up the thing, and convey a more per- 
fect underſtanding of it. Let us then fay, 


that the venereal virus is generated in the na- 


tural parts by the corruption of ſeveral dif- 


ferent ſemens received into theſe parts of the 


The reaſon of theſe differences, which 
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woman, where the firſt fermentation is be. 
gun, as I have explained it when treating 
of the univerſal pox. If the virus penetrate 
to the maſs of blood of the woman, it pro- 


duces the pox ; if it inſinuate only into the 


lacunz of the glands of 'the vagina, of the 
vulva, or meatus urinarius, it produces the 
gonorrhea ; when it only lodges on the ex- 
ternal tunic of the vagina or vulva, it cauſes 
tubercles, and produces ſhankers on that tu- 
nic, which is lax and ſpongy, it ſinks into 
it, and inſinuates into the ſmall lymphatic 
veſſels, which are there diſtributed; and as 
it is highly acid, it thickens and coagulates 
the lympha it meets with there, with which 
it mixes: this coagulated lymph obſtructing 
and thickening what it conveys thither, en- 
creaſes in bulk, and forms a little tumour, 
which ſtraitens and compreſſes the capillary 
blood-veſſels which creep round it. The 
blood ſlackened in its courſe, is accumulated, 
heated, rarified, and redoubles the contrac- 
tions of the ſmall arteries, which it fills above 
the ordinary pitch, the thickened and ob- 
ſtructed lympha being heated by the blood, 
beſides comminuted and attenuated by the 
redoubled ſtrokes of theſe ſmall arteries, 1s 


diſſolved and changed into a pus; the ſulphu- 


reous parts are broken; the ſaline, opened and 
diſentangled, become more acrid, gnaw and 
eat away the part, and cauſe the tumour to 
degenerate into a ſmall cancerous ulcer, 


1 The 
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The woman infected with this virus, com- 
municates it to the man in copulation ; the 


glans, whoſe texture is ſpongy, and the pre- 


putium, whoſe pores are ſtill more open du- 
ring the erection, imbued with this virulent 
humour, are eaſily penetrated thereby, hav- 
ing upon them the ſame effect as upon the 
vagina; and thus it produces ſhankers, and 
reciprocally the' man with ſhankers, or other 
venereal diſtemper upon him, taints the wo- 
man he has commerce with : this is the moſt . 
common way wherein this venom is com- 
municated from the one ſex to the other. 

But if a perſon has venereal cancers in the 
mouth, and you drink after him in a glaſs 
where ſome of the virulent and purulent ſpit- 
tle ſhall happen to remain; or if lovers 
ſhould laſciviouſly kiſs an unſound miſtreſs, 
the virus faſtening to the lips, gums, tongue, 
or palate, will produce cancers there, as it 
does in the natural parts; or if a child ſuck 
a tainted nurſe, its mouth will become can- 
cerous; if the nurſe ſuckle a tainted child, _ 
though ſound herſelf, her nipples will come 
to have cancers, = 

Shankers may ariſe from internal cauſes, 
as we have faid, in all the places where we 
have ſpoken thereof; in this caſe it is a ſymp- 
tom of the univerſal pox, and conſequently 
they are cured only, as I have ſaid, along 
with this diſeaſe. 4 
When one is taken with ſhankers and a 
virulent gonorrhœa at the ſame time, or with 


R _  ſhankers 
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ſhankers or venereal bubo's, or that the one 
comes upon or ſucceeds the other, tis com. 
monly a ſign of the pox; and ſhankers neg. 
lected, or ill treated, often give this diſeaſe, 
If there are many ſhankers, if they are 
contiguous, and touch each other, and if of 
a bad character or ſort, the parts of the ge- 
nitals which they gnaw and eat away, as the 
| glans and preputium in men, the origin of 
the vagina, the carunculi myrtiformes, the 
nymphe, the clitoris, and the labia in wo- 
men, are tumified and inflamed ; this cauſes 
and prognoſticates a phimoſis, paraphimoſis, 
cryſtalli, cancer of the glans, gangrene, and 
ſphacelus, difeaſes, of which I ſhall hereafter 
treat in particular, | 
Muſitanus, a famous phyſician of Naples, 
relates, that ſome authors of his time imagi- 
ned that theſe ulcers were cauſed by the fault 
of the liver tainted by the virus, in which 
they ſuppoſed that bad humours are genera- 
ted ; from whence being afterwards expelled 
by the force of the expulſive faculty, they 
are tranſmitted to the extremity of the penis, 
as if that part were the emunctory of the li- 
ver, diſpoſed to receive all its Excretions. 
J have no inclination to refute notions fo 
ridiculous, they ſufficiently refute themſelves. 
A man muſt be in great want of, and at a los W f 
for good principles, to have recourſe to ſuch 
chimeras as theſe : but ſome modern authors, 
I mean thoſe who have acquired a greater 
degree of reputation, fall into another ex- 
| treme ; 


kt us endeavour to make the proper applica- 
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treme; learned in appearance a good deal 
more than in reality, they affect to make a 
parade of the wealth they are not poſſeſſed 
of; are eloquent, diffuſe, diſpenſe without 
rule or meaſure their crude and indigeſted 
thoughts form new humours, or at leaſt 
bring them on the ſtage, and make them 
act imaginary parts. In a word, they deſtroy 
the rules they pretend to preſcribe to our ob- 
ſervation in the cure of diſeaſes. 

For my part, I ingenuouſly own my- 
ſelf not to have genius ſufficient to give futi- 
lities a certain air of importance and weight, 
in the manner of retailing them : it is true, 
that upon examining theſe things, we only 
find an empty and vain turgidity, and things 
ſo indifferent and foreign to the ſubject, that 
no juſt application' or uſe can be made of 
them, and conſequently no advantage be 
drawn from them; the good things (for 
ſometimes there are ſuch) are overwhelmed 
by the bad, 1 

Beſides, they affect to give us large quanti- 
ties of medicines and receipts, as a proof of 
their great knowledge; but this is to make 
a parade of an empty ſcience, ſince one good 
remedy is ſufficient. to cure ; and this one 
good remedy is what we ought to ſeek for, 


find out, and adminiſter properly, to arrive at 
a radical cure. 


That our complaints may not be in vain, 


2 tion 
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tion to the ſubject we are now upon, in or. 
der to benefit there ß. 7 

I then fay, that the ſhankers which are 
produced, and are the ſymptoms of an inye. 
terate pox, ſhould be cured by the ſame re. 
medies as were taught for the cure of the 

univerſal pox, and to which we muſt necef. 
ſarily have recourſe. — 

But the ſhankers produced by a recent vi. 
rus, becauſe the ferment has been conveyed 
no farther than the part affected, which at 
firſt received it, and of which I have ſpoken 
ſufficiently above, theſe ſorts of ſhankers are 
more eaſily and happily cured than others, 
by ways more gentle and eaſy. 

I would fay, that it is not neceſſary to 
cauterize all ſorts of real ſhankers, to uſe the 
red precipitate, eſpecially without precaution, 
the lapis infernalis, the ſublimate corroſive, 
to make the eſchar fall off with ſuppuratives, 
to often purge the patient with mercury, ſuch, 

and as ill prepared, as that which is com- 
monly uſed; to order frictions, as 1s ſtill too 
often uſed, under pretence of purifying the 
blood ; and that it is difficult for a ſhanker 
to remain long in a part, without ſlipping in- 
ſenſibly ſome particles of the pocky ferment 
into, the maſs of the blood, which might 
.communicate the univerſal pox, if we neg- 
lected to take all theſe precautions. 

This method is pernicious, teaſing, un- 
eaſy, tedious, embarraſſing, cauſes inſupport- 
able pain, and at length puts the patient in- 

| : ; to 
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to a worſe and more pitiable ſtate than when 
he firſt began upon a courſe of remedies. 

Let us oppoſe to this method, that which 
we ourſelves praiſe, which is more ſure, 
more gentle, and out of the reach of every 
uneaſy ſymptom ; and let us add, to omit 


nothing that may be of ſervice to the ſubject, 
the genuine ſpecificks, | 
The beſt conduct to be obſerved in theſe _ 


4 ſorts of ulcers, 1s to make them ſuppurate 
a well, particularly thoſe under cover of the 
n part; and for that purpoſe we muſt take an 
a ounce of ſuppurative, cauſe to melt it, and add 
"> Wl to it half an ounce. of oil of hypericum, and 
a dram of flowers of ſulphur; to be held be- 
Ba fore a ſoft fire, and ſtirred from time to time 
"4g with a wooden ſpatula ; and when the mix- 
fre ture turns black, remove it from off the fire, 


and when cold, make plaiſters of it to be ap- 
plied on the part, and ſhifted twice aday, till 
there is no longer any ſuppuration; that if 
there is formed any induration or real ap- 
pearance of greater malignity, theſe ſhankers 
may be waſhed with our ſpirit of diſtilled 
mercury without addition, as was taught in 
the firſt part of this work: and in defect of 
this infallible ſpecifick, they may be waſhed, 
deterged, and have applied to them our wa- 
ter, admirable in all ſorts of ulcers, the com- 
polition of which I ſhall give at the cloſe of 
this chapter. In defect, I ſay, of theſe two 
ſovereign and infallible ſpecificks, the red 


| Precipitate muſt be applied; and when the 


3 - | hardneſs 
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hardneſs is well opened, a little of the ſame 
precipitate muſt be mixed with the ſuppura. 
tive unguent above deſcribed, and to be uſed 
till not only the tumour is diſſolved, but even 
its roots are carried away, As the red pre- 
cipitate cauſes extreme pain in the manner it 
is commonly uſed, like the other cauſticks, 
I expreſſly adviſe to paſs the precipitate thro' 
plantain-water drawn by expreflion, which 
may be done in the following manner ; Put 
the whole into a vaporatory, evaporate by a 
ſoft fire to dryneſs ; repeat this proceſs a ſe- 
cond time, then you may ule it ; it will eat 
away without cauſing much pain. If in 
ſpite of all theſe precautions, and this treat- 
ment, theſe calloſities come to be {ſkinned 
over, and to cicatrize, and if they ſubſiſt 
ſtill, we muſt neceſſarily fall to the uſe of 
our anti-venereal remedies, our ſpirit of mer- 
cury, and our quinteſſence of viper; nothing 
can ſtand before theſe remedies, every ſymp- 
tom will vaniſh, and we may be aſſured of 
a radical and permanent cure. 4855 

During the courſe of this diſeaſe, the pa- 
tient muſt be purged every five days with our 
aurifick pills; the regimen ſhould be moiſt- 
ening and inſpiſſating; marſhmallow root, 
lintſeed, rice, and cleanſed barley, are very 
fit for making ptiſans, to be ſlighly charged 
with theſe matters. We muſt obſerve the 
ſame precautions in the aliments as preſcri- 
bed in treating on other diſeaſes, which ! 


ſhall forbear repeating, n 
The 
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The admirable and infallible water for the 


gangrene and every kind of ulcer. 


Take fifteen pints of equinoctial rain- wa- 
ter well purified, that is, filtred through grey 
paper 3 after putrefaction and clarification, 
put this water into a large earthen pot, or ra- 
ther, if you can conveniently, into a tin veſ- 
ſel; throw into this water fix pounds of quick- 
lime, made of good rock ſtone or flints, let 
it ſlack well by a flow and natural ebullition, 
without any agitation ; and when the ebul- 
lition and action are over, you mult add three 
ounces of arſenick in powder, and an ounce 
and an half of maſtick well picked, and alſo 
in powder ; ſtir the whole with a ſtick, for 


promoting the mixture and ſolution : then let 


the matters ſettle, and when the water float-' 


ing a-top is perfectly clear, decant it ſoftly, 


ſo as not to muddy the water, into a ſtone 
pot, and filtring the portion of water which 
is at the bottom, and which cannot be very 
clear, add to all this clear water three ounces 
of corroſive ſublimate, nine ounces of alco- 
holiſed ſpirit of wine, and two drams of ſpi- 


rit of vitriol well dephlegmated. Put up this 


mixture of water, ſublimate and ſpirit of vi- 
trol, without allowing them to ſettle ; that 
is, the water being muddy, in glaſs bottles 
well ſtopped, to be kept for uſe. When you 
would uſe this water, either for the gangrene, 
or for ulcers, you mult ſhake it in the bottle, 
in order to muddy it, and to unite to it 
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what is depoſited at the bottom. It js ap- 
plied on the ailing part with compreſſes and 
bolſters of lint dipt in the ſaid water. 
If you would uſe this remedy for any yl. 
cer in the eyes and parts extremely delicate, 
you muſt not ſhake the bottle, nor mudd 
the water; on the contrary, filtre it well, to 


leave no mixt reſidence or ſediment therein; 
beſides, you muſt ſweeten and temper it with 


the water of plantain juice, or with that of 
the greater celidony, or with the pure water 
of alum. 


E. 


Of the diſeaſes dependi 1g en venereal ſhankers, 


or ſupervening upon fhankers, as phimoſi 
and paraphimoſis | 


AL the ſymptoms of the pox are gric- 

vous and extremely dangerous, or may 
become ſuch, either by their natural malig- 
nity, or through the fault of having neglec- 


ted applying at firſt the proper ſalutary reme- 
dies, or which is worſe, of having employed 
bad ones, which heighten the diſtemper in- 


ſtead of curing it. 
Tho' in the preceding chapter we have 
treated of venereal ſhankers, and given the 
means and remedies for their cure; yet as 
theſe very ſhankers often bring after them, 
and cauſe other diſeaſes complicated with 
them, and inflame their atrocity, which 1 
the caſe when theſe ſhankers occupy the af 
8 terna 
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ternal ſurface of the preputium or frenum, 

or the ſurface of the glans or corona, or are 
numerous, confluent, malignant, painful, or 
too much irritated by the abuſive uſe of vio- 
lent eſcharoticks. It hence happens that the 
diſeaſe advances in growth, and that the pre- 
putium or glans, or both together, are at 
once enlarged and tumified. 

They are then often hot, painful, ruddy, 
reſiſt a little the impreſſion of the finger, but 
recover readily upon ceaſing the preſſure; and 
then it is a phlegmonick tumour. 

When neither hot, nor painful, nor ruddy, 
but as it were tranſparent, and full of ſero- 
ſities, they eaſily yield to the impreſſion of. 
the finger, and long retain the dent ; and 
then it is an cedematous tumour. Ts 

Laſtly, without being either hot, or. pain- 
ful, or ruddy, if they are hard, reſiſt the 
preſſion of the finger, tis a ſcirrhous tumour. 

But whatever may be the cauſe of the tu- 
mour of the preputium, it ſometimes hap- 
pens that it covers, and envelops ſo tightly 
the glans, that it cannot be retracted to un- 
cover it, and this caſe is in Greek called phi- 
moſis; that is to ſay, ligature. At other 
times it happens, that it is ſhrivelled and 
folded up behind the corona of the glans, 
embracing it ſo tightly, as in no manner to 
be pulled forwards to cover the glans; and 
this caſe, which is contrary to the preced- 
ing, is, in the ſame tongue, called paraphi- 
mois, that 1s to fay, poſterior ligature. . _ 

What- 


Aare or 
Whatever too be the cauſe of the tumour 
of the glans, if the obſtruction of the glans 
be conſiderable and of a long ſtanding, there 
is very often formed upon its ſurface, which 
is uncovered in the paraphimoſis, or upon 
the edge of the preputium, which covers the 
glans in the phimoſis, hydatides, or watery 
bliſters, called cryſtalli, full of a thin or thick 
lymph, limpid or reddiſh, opake or tranſ- 
parent, unmixt or mixt with air, all differ- 
ent in number, bigneſs, and eminence, which 
occupy ſometimes the extremity of the glans, 


ſometimes the corona, ſometimes the upper by 
part, ſometimes the fides; and which even to 
ſometimes in the phimoſis and paraphimoſis, n1 
appear upon the preputium itſelf, or the fre- tl 
num. | tl 


Women as well as men are ſubject to theſe 
ſymptoms, but with the neceſſary and proper 
— . 

For, 1. The labia, the nymphæ, the cli- 
toris, its preputium, and the carunculi myr- 
tiformes, which ſhut the entry of the vagina, 
being eaten away by malignant ſhankers, 
grow big, and tumefy like the preputium or 
glans in men; and the tumour reſulting from 
it, is in like manner phlegmonick, œdema- 
tous, or ſcirrhous. X 

2. The malignant ſhankers occupying the 
carunculi myrtiformes, or the entry of the 
vagina, cauſe a conſiderable ſtraitening of 
that paſſage, which may be juſtly called phi- 
molis, SE 5 

1 3. 


we 
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There alſo ſometimes ariſe, on the ſur- 
face of theſe tumefied parts; hydatides or 
bliſters full of water, and reſembling in their 


figure, their nature, and quality, the cryſtalli 
in men. 1 „ 


4. Something like this happens to ſodo- 
mitical perſons, when by their abominations 


they contract malignant ulcers in the anus, 
which by ſtraitening that part, produce there 


a phimoſis, with inflammation. of the extre- 
mity of the rectum. | 

In fine, when nurſes have come by harm 
by ſuckling, and to have cancers at the bot- 
tom of the nipples, the extremities of the 
nipples are tumefied conſiderably, whilſt at 
their bottom there is an unnatural conſtric- 


The cauſe of theſe ſymptoms, according 
to M. Aſtruc, proceeds from what the arte- 
ries convey to the glans or preputium, as they 


do to all the other parts of the body, viz. 


two ſorts of liquors mixed together, blood 


and lympha, by the Iymphatick veſſels; 


whilſt theſe liquors return in the ſame quan- 
tity they came, the preputium and glans re- 
tain their force and natural flexibility; but if 
by any cauſe whatever, there return leſs than 


there came to the part, it is plain that in that 


caſe, the glans and preputium will be ſwel- 

led, and grow big in proportion to the quan- 

tity of the liquid retained. 
Now two cauſes may render the quantity 


of blood and lymph, which come from the 


glans 
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glans and preputium, leſs than what comes to 


them, eſe cauſes are common to all 
the parts of the body. The firſt, if the quan- 
tity of liquids which return from them be 
leſs, and the quantity which comes to them 


remain the ſame; The ſecond, if the quan- 


tity of liquids which returns continuing the 
ſame, the quantity that comes to them be 
found encreaſed. 

The firſt caſe happens when the damiee 
of the veſſels, which carry back the blood or 
lymph, -are ſtraitened: : this ſtraitneſs ariſe 
from two cauſes. 


1. From the dompreſfon of the veſſel by 


kndivatod, callous, and confluent ulcers which 


he near them: From this it comes, that the 


numerous, hard and callous ſhankers, which 
are placed near the large branches of the veins 
or lIymphatick veſſels, often give occaſion to 


the inflation of the glans or preputium, by 


comprefling theſe veſſels, and nn p the 
return of-the blood and lymph. 


2. From the conſtriction induced on theſe 
veſſels by the ſpaſmodick contraction of the 


tendinous or muſcular fibres of the glans or 
| . putium which encompaſs them. From 


nce it comes that the ſhankers, which are 


very painful naturally, and made ſuch by the 
application of cathereticks, by giving occaſion 
to the convulſive contraction of the fibres, 
often bring upon the glans or preputium 4 
furcharge of blood or lymph, on 1 
_ ſwell. . The 
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Ihe ſecond caſe happens, when the blood 


and lymph, being unable to diſtribute them- 
ſelves in the uſual manner into the neigh- 
bouring parts, are forced in greater quantity 


upon the collateral veſſels, which terminate 
in the glans or preputium; which always 


happens when one or other. of theſe parts is 
inflamed ; for as the glans and preputiumsre- 


ceive the blood by the branches of common 
_ arteries, which ariſe from the external artery 


of the pudenda, if it happens that the blood 
of the trunk of the common artery cannot 
paſs into the branches terminating in the glans, 
by reaſon of the inflammation which holds 
them obſtructed, it will be forced to enter 
the collateral branches going to the prepu- 
tium; and this ſurplus of blood, which ar- 
rives all at once, will cauſe the phlogoſis or 
inflammation of the preputium: in the ſame 
manner alſo, if the blood of the trunk of the 


rurtery cannot be diſtributed into the prepu- 


tium as before; becauſe it is already infla- 


mea, it will entirely fall upon the glans, and 


conſequently inflame it. From this it comes 
that the inflammation will communicate it- 


| ſelf fo eaſily from the glans to the preputium, 


and. back again from the preputium to the 
glans; that it is very rare that one of theſe 
parts is inflamed and not the other. 
It is by a like way of reaſoning, equally ſo- 
lid as ingenious, that this author eſtabliſhes 
his hypotheſis : we cannot do better than re- 


fer to his learned writings; and being per- 


ſuaded 


4 
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ſuaded. I ſhould, in this reſpect, pect, only glean 
after him, I readily confine moo falf to reine. 
dics, and the cure of theſe diſeaſes. "7 

But we cannot diſſemble. Theſe reme. 
dies, and the cure of theſe diſeaſes, are very 
difficult when theſe laſt are arrived to a cer. 
tain pitch of malignity, and complication, 
and the patients are cachectick, conſequently, 


the cure depending on the knowledge of the 


cauſe of the diſeaſe, both antecedent and con- 
joined, on the actual ſtate of the patient, and 
the remedies to be adminiſtered, and the 
manner how. 

Tho' we have illuſtrated both theſe caſes 
in the preceding chapter, in treating of ve- 
nereal ſhankers, and indicated the proper re- 
medies to effect a radical cure; and tho' the 

imoſis and paraphimoſis of which we treat 

ere, be the conjoint cauſe; yet we think it 


neceſſary to make ſome new reflections on 


this ſubject. 

It is certain that ſhankers require to their 
cure internal anti-venereals; and thus, after 
the uſe of theſe remedies and purgatives, the 
buſineſs is to cauterize the ſhankers with 


proper remedies, and afterwards bring them 


to e erer deterge and deſiccate them. 


to > know what thoſe proper, uſeful, and fa- 


remedies are; for we " muſt canterize 


certain ſorts of ſhankers- with certain cau- 
ticks, and others with others: it is certain, 
_ we is no room to doubt of it, that all 

| violent 


4 
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violent cauſticks, ſuch as the precipitate, the 
 lapis infernalis, are apt to irritate, and cauſe 


fatal ſymptoms to thoſe who have a phim̃oſis 


or paraphimoſis at the ſame time, which 
| are nothing other than inflammations of the 


glans and preputium, which cauſe, ' as was 


already ſaid, the glans to be covered without 


being able to be uncovered, or bare and un- 
covered, without being able to be covered : 
often the hardneſs or calloſity of the ſhanker 


contributes much to theſe ſymptoms; at other 


times this happens from the acrimony of the 
calcined ſalt, which gives riſe to the ulcers, 
or to the plenty of the matter which ſuppu- 


rates. And laſtly, it alſo proceeds very often 
from wens or nodes, which hinder: the un- 
covering af the glaane , - * 


And thus. inſtead of cauſticks, in the cafe 
of a phimoſis and paraphimoſis, and conſe- 
quently an inflammation, we muſt have re- 
courſe to fomentations, emollients, and ano- 


duynes: but what is worſe, and harder ſtill, is, 


that not having made a good choice of ex- 
ternal and internal remedies, by this means 
the inflammation, or ſtrangling of the phi- 
moſis or paraphimoſis, becomes conſiderable, 
and unhappily remedies act not readily, and 
we are put upon the hard neceffity of making 
ſome ſmall inciſions on the fin of the pre- 
putium, in order afterwards to reduce it with 


the more eaſe ; operations ever painful, and 


very often dangerous, . becauſe the irritation 
of the ſpirits puts the fibres into convulſive 
EA. | . Motions, 
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motions, ſhrivels them up, and confines the 
circulation, augments the fluxion and inflam. 
mation, and thereby brings on a gangrene; 


and then often, in ſpite of all our precauti. 


ons, and the uſe of remedies, in order to 
avoid the progreſs and conſequences of this 
fatal diſeaſe, life itſelf falls a acrifice amidſt 
the moſt dreadful agonies. 
And thus we ſhould be ſenſible, bum what 
I have juſt ſaid, of what importance it is to 


obviate all theſe uneaſy ſymptoms, which 


they may come to be, if uſe is not made of 
the anti-venereals I have indicated for the 
cure of the univerſal pox, our quinteſſence of 
viper, our water for a gangrene, and, finally, 
our ſolar balſam, to be externally applied 
upon the ulcer: but, above all, choice ſhould 


be made of a good phyſician or ſurgeon, for 


the direction and conduct of theſe diſeaſes, 


and the adminiſtration of the proper reme- 
dies, and not imprudently give up ourſelves 
to the management of quacks, who often, 


and almoſt ever, far from effecting a cure, 
heighten the diſeaſe, either through 1980 
rance, or the uſe of their remedies. 


CHA P. VI. 
Of venereal bubo's. 


1 it is eſſential and neceſſary, in order to 
treat diſeaſes well, and arrive at their cure, 


to have a preciſe notion of them, and not to 


ren them with other diſeaſes, and to 
4 


adminiſter 


89 
VENEREAL MALADIES. 257 


- adminiſter for each the proper remedies; it is 


ſo much the more neceſſary ſtill, in the cure 
of the diſeaſe we are about to treat on. 
Ignorance, in this caſe, commonly cauſes 
fatal ſymptoms, and this ignorance is of dif- 
ferent ſpecies; one makes uſe of remedies 
improper, . weak, without force or energy, 
and brings on an univerſal pox: another, on 


the contrary, employing violent remedies, 


would imagine a cure to be unworthy of him, 


if not attended with a courſe of — 


and inciſions, which, being almoſt ever made 
unſeaſonably, carry off the patient amidſt the 
moſt cruel agonies: this open expoſal will be 


but too applicable in the recital we are go 
to make of the uſual treatment of this diſeaſe. 


The venereal bubo is diſtinguiſhed. from 


other tumours from its preciſe. place in the 
groin, without ſhifting it; and laſtly, from 


its being unattended with any of the ſymp- 
toms of hernia's, peſtilential bubo's, ſcrophu- 


| Ii's, or from its being produced in the act of 


depuration of the maſs of blood. 
It is pretty difficult to determine the ante- 
cedent cauſe of the bubo, or at leaſt aſſign 
a reaſon why, in an impure commerce, that 
of many men, who have had communication 
with the ſame tainted women, one is taken 


with a heat of urine, another with a ſhanker, - 
a third with a bubo, and a fourth with an 


univerſal 


This 0 ubtleſs depends on the different 


conſtitution of each of theſe men; but this 


8 8 18 


p * 
— 


— 
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am 


A 4s ſomewhat too vague ; we may, ak refore, by 
1 add, that When the pocky ferment, Which is f 
bd lodged in the vagina, is very volatile, and |; 
It the canal of the penis ſufficiently large, this 
in ferment being excited by the congreſs" or co- or 
= pulation, has ſuch force as to penetrate even co 
F to the proſtate glands, there to produce that at 
! diſpoſition which cauſes heat of urine : yet ca 
\ ſometimes it is ſtill more volatile, and pene- ce 
| trates into the maſs of blood, where it cauſes MW gl 
an univerſal pox ; of if the heat be ſufficiently pe 
ſtrong to expel the venom critically, the mat en 

ter being carried into the groin, there comes 
on a bubo; but if the pocky ferment be leſ ſo 
ſubtile, it ſtops in the external parts of the if 
—.— and cauſes ſhankers. But whatever 01 
de the caſe as to all theſe cauſes, Which may c| 
be contradicted, arid*which we thalf be Gli pl 
ged to mention more particularly, let us en- fe 
ter into a circumſtantial detail, that may be as 
uſeful for the cure of the diſeaſe, ' bi 


A bubo is an inflammatory „Hard, oval, MI t! 

and more or lefs, 1 Painful wellig - which u- C: 
ſually comes but 18 % to a. b uration; I h 
its ſeat lies in the conglobate glan s of the a 
groin, ſometimes in the glands. of the atm- MW = 
pits, and  fometimes, which is an extraordi- W ti 
"nary "caſe, according to Zacutus Luſitanus, WM 
and M. Aſtruc, in the neck, on the ſides of I f. 


the lower jaw, and other parts of the body, WI « 
or at leaſt kwellings like the bubo's in the ſi 
' groin, ſeeing they come on in the ſame man- ſ 
ver, have the ſame ſymptoms, and are cured * 


by 
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by the ſame remedies, and ariſe from the 


me cauſe, namely, a pocky virus of an old 
ſtanding, or lately contractedl. 


This ſwelling often comes an enn 
or one arm: pit, or ſometimes in both, ac- | 


cording to the copiouſneſs of the virus, Which 


at the ſamẽ time attacks both ſides, or ac- 
cording to the diſpoſition of. the glands to: re- 


ceive and to ſtop it; or according as theſe 


glands are more or leſs — by the 
—— of; om mage or 1 0 ee 


external ca 


— 3 7 


dmewien paint 9 * one walks, 
if it be ſituated in the groin; it grows faſter 
or ſlower, without the colour of the ſkin 
changing; it ſometimes begins in ſeveral 
glands, w. which, ſwelling, unite together, and 


form only one tumour : at length it becomes 


as big as a pigeon's or a hen's egg, and even 


bigger. The pain enereaſes by little and lit- 


tle, and becomes ſo; great, that the patient 
cannot walk ; and therein he feels a amin | 


heat, and a ſtrong pulſe, which: continue: ti! 


a ſuppuration happen, unleſs the bubo ter- 

minate in a reſolution, which is very rarely 

the caſe when it has come to that height. > 
Tho! a bubo in general be ; a;phlegmonick 


ſwelling, there are ſome which are hard, hut 


ſomewhat painful, and but little diſpoſed to 
achte, — which are of the nature of a 
ſeirrhus: there are others which ere out- 
"_ * have but little heat, pain, and 

„ pulſe, 
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_ pulſe, yield to the touch, and retain the dint 
of the finger, and ſeem to Teri of the 

nature of an oedema, 
Bubo's are either eſſential or ſymptomatick 

the eſſential are ſuch as immediately proceed 
from a foul venereal commerce, whoſe venom 
communicates itſelf to the glands, by means 
of the natural parts, before it is carried into 
the maſs of blood. The ſymptomatick are 
ſuch as come on after the pox, whoſe virus 
- being got into the blood, communicates itſelf 
to the glands of the groin, arm-pits, or other 
Parts, by the way of the circulation. 


Tbe cauſes of a wenereal bubo. 4 
There are ſeveral cauſes which give birth 


to bubo's; we will only aſſign ſuch as are 


the moſt eſſential. The general cauſe is the 
thickneſs of the lymph, occaſioned by a 
pocky virus, which being of a faline and 
acid nature, is very much adapted to coagu- 
late the humours : this virus communicates 
itſelf, as we have already faid, to the glands 


- of the groin or arm-pits, through the lym- 


phatick veſſels which open into them in the 
time of coition. It may inſinuate itſelf into 
the urethra, or ſpread itſelf upon the glans 
and penis in men, or the vulva of vagina in 
women; penetrate in both ſexes into the ſub. 
| ſtance of the natural parts, whoſe pores, and 


_ + mouths of their excretory ducts, are at that 


time very uy ; and ſo enter the Iymipas 
br veſſels. A 
8 
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As the pocky virus, which is the antece- 
dent cauſe of the bubo, is by its nature very 
acid and acrid, and as it exhales ſome of the 
us which iſſues out of the virulent ulcers, - 
"ih. which e gen af e 
ſected, and which being received into the 
urethra of a man who meddles with them, 
penetrates into the coats of the blood-veſſels 
in this canal, and ſo mixes with the maſs of 


blood. 5 6 


Becauſe, as I have already ſaid, in coition- ' 
the pores of the urinary canal, as well as all 
thoſe of the genital parts, being very open, 
the malignant vapour which ariſes from the 


ulcers, penetrates into them eaſily; and 


that the particles of theſe bad exhalations 
being introduced into the blood-veſſels, they, 
by means of the circulation, reach to the ca- 
pillaries, which entangle them in the coats of 
the glands in the groin, where they ſtop, co- 


agulate, and form an apoſthem, which is cal- 
led a venereal bubo. „ 


This apoſthem is formed between the coats 

that envelope the glands: there likewiſe hap- 
pen bubo's by the ſudden ſtopping of a viru- 
lent gonorrhœa, when this ſtopping has not 
been brought about by the uſe of any re- 
medy capable of repelling, and, by that means, 

deſtroying the venom : ſo that, from the time 
that the gonorrhea. is ſtopped, or runs but 

very little, the proſtate, the ſeminal veſicles, - 
Cowper's glands, and the teſtes in men; the 
proſtatæ, Cowper's glands, and apa +" 
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glands in women, are full of a — 1 ſo. 
men, always impregnated with an acid ſalt; 
ſo that the particles which exhale mom 
thence; muſt mix with the lymph which 
flows back from theſe reſervoirs, or from the 
neighbouring parts, as the ſerotum or peri- 
næum in men, the perinæum and vulba in 
women; muſt be thrown” with this lymph 
into the glands in the groin, and therein ſoon 
cauſe bubo's, unleſs a quick Ciſchargs* be 
made of this confined ſemen. 

At may likewiſe happen, that by means af 
the ſhankers in the penis or vulva, "ts lymph 
which flows back from theſe ulcerated' parts, 
—. —— with ſeveral: drops of a virulent 

y tranſmit itſelf to the glands in the 

groin; ſe purulent drops may thicken the 
ymph, ſtop up the glands ew comma it, 
and occaſion bubo's. | 

It likewiſe falls out, that in latent ben 
the ſemen of the teſtes, proſtate, ſeminal ve- 
ſicles, Cowper's glands, and vaginal Loni 
in women, which is infected with the poeky 
virus, communicates: the infection to the 
| lymph of theſe reſervoirs, and to the neigh- 
bouring parts; from whence it muſt be c- 
ried into * the conglobate glands of the groin, 
and therein exert its ee and ns 
bubo's. 
_ Ron whatev} eats bubo's proceed, 
whether from a foul venereal commerce, or 2 
0 onorrhœa ſtopp'd, or which runs but 2 
I 


ney or "mom tankers, or a latent you | 
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the lymph be found equally infected in both 
groins; and that moreover every thing be 
equal on both hands, there will then be bu- 
bo's on each fide ; whereas there will be but, 
a bubo on one fide, if there happen any ine- 

We have explained, as much as, we could, 
the origin, and antecedent, and concurrent 
things to clear up, which are of no leſs im- 
 portance, which regard the knowledge of the 
nature of the bubo, and the cure of this ma- 
lady, things very eſſential; the want of know - 
ing which has, in all: ages, and in all coun- 
tries, given. occaſion, to ſeveral famous au- 
thors to cry out againſt the ignorance of ſur- 
geons who have undertaken the cure of this 
diſeaſe without knowing it, and thereby con- 
founded, by a blameable unſkilfulneſs, the 
hernia with the bubo, made inciſions, and 
by that means killed, not without extreme 
pains, ſuch patients as were ſo weak as to 
put themſelves under their care. 

Muſitanus, a very able phyſician of Naples, 
complains bitterly of the ignorance of the 
ſurgeons in his time, and of the roguery and 
bad management that prevailed among ſome 
people, unworthy to practice ſo noble a pro- 
feſſion, by the abuſe. which they made of 
their rank, and of the credulity of the pub- 
lick, and likewiſe of their hacking operations. 
| Devaux, his COm mentator, : alſo 2 very. able 
ſurgeon of Paris, makes the like complaints; 
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he characterizes theſe ſurgeons as ignorant 
and bloody men“: he goes farther, and gives 
tragical examples both of this 1gnorance, and 
of the roguery of ſome of his fraternity. 
But, thank God, we are fallen in times of 
greater light, the clouds are diſſipated, there 
have ariſen admirable men among us, who 
by their zeal and knowledge have cleared up 
this matter, ſo as not to be liable to any 
more miſtakes. Such is M. Aſtruc, in his 
| treatiſe of venereal diſeaſes, where this part 
is handled with force and elegance, and in fo 
methodical a way, that he leaves nothing 


_ farther to be deſired on this head; wherefore 


J will, with pleaſure, give an account of this 
method. HP 7 
Symptoms of the bubo, 
1. The lymph thickened by the pocky 
virus, muſt needs ſtop in the glands of the 
groin, on account of the great number of 
little cells which there retard its courſe, and 
mult therein cauſe a ſlight ſwelling... 
2. In proportion as theſe glands come to 
be ſwelled by the detention of the lymph, 
they muſt become painful on account of that 
detention. The degree of pain which one 
feels therein, muſt anſwer to the degree of 
readineſs in the ſwelling, x 
3. One cannot walk but with pain, and 
conſequently not without difficulty; . becauſe 
the muſculi flexores of the thigh, which 
ee e ie eee 


* Sce Archagatus, t. 4. p. 148. 


glands. 
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ought to contract, in order to walk, cannot 


do ſo without compreſſing the glands of the 


groin which are ſwelled up, and cauſing pain 


therein. 3 . 8 
4. The lymph which flows and gathers 


together in theſe glands, muſt choak and 


ſwell them up alſo more and more, till it can 


dilate them no farther; ſo that the bubo muſt 
encreaſe and harden more and more every 


| day, and that according to its different big- 


nels, to the utmoſt extent of the glands which 
it occupies, or the degree of force with which 


the lymph flowys thither 3 and muſt riſe to a 


ſharp head outwardly, or extend itſelf ob- 
liquely, accord 


5. As the blood - veſſels, which traverſe the 
ſubſtance of the ſwelled gland, are compreſ- 
ſed all at once, the blood muſt be obliged to 


temain therein, till it has by degrees opened 
itlelf a new paſſage; and from thence ariſes, 


at leaſt, in the beginning, the heat Which is 
felt in the hn £13 ih OM 


6. If it happen that the rapid progreſs _ 


of the ſwelling cauſed by way of fluxion, 
ſhould ſuddenly ſtop the courſe of the blood; 


if the arteries beat ſtrongly, either on account 


of the natural conſtitution of the body, or on 


account of the fever which ſhall come on; if 
the blood, naturally hot and boiling, comes 


to be rarified conſiderably ; 'in theſe caſes 


there will happen an irruption of the blood 
into the lateral lymphaticks, which will cauſe 


"i a 


ing to the ſituation of theſe 
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_ areal inflammation, and then the, take will 
be attended with heat, Pain, e Und 

| hardneſs, _ 


7. Vet as the Mende in the: ſkin 


Which covers the bubo, are compreſſed but 

little or none at all, the circulation will 

continue to be performed almoſt as freely as 
uſual: thus the ſkin will not be enflamed, 

. will not change calour,: or but very 
t 


8. If the ſwelling grows fGowly, if the 


poll of the arteries be weak and ſlow, if the 


lood be naturally aqueous and diluted, it wilt 


flow but weakly, and ſlowly into the veſſels 
of the gland that is ſurcharged; and it will 


be ſarcharged the leſs in this cafe, as it will 


not continue at all in the neighbouring veſ- 


ſels, or but in little quantity; fo that it will 
only cauſe a heat, pain, and a moderate pulſe; 


even often, in dilating its veſſels by little and 
little, or opening new ways, it will take a 
new courſe of circulation, only leavin g in the 
ſubſtance of the bubo, or at leaſt in the 
neighbouring parts, ſomething of the ſerous 
matter ot lymph with which it is ſurcharged. 
Thus the bubo will then be edematous ; that 
zs to ſay, the heat, pain, pulſe, and hardneſs, 
will be moderate therein; it will eaſily yield 
to the impreſſion of che finger, and retain 
the dint ſome tine. 
9. If the thick and very dry blood wake a 
lymph of the ſame quality, — if this lymph 


| W but lowly, and by way of n 
0 
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the glands of the groin, the bubo will then be 
come ſcirrhous, that is to ſay; it will be hard: 
and renitent, becauſe the lymph which cauſes: 
it will naturally be thick, and it will have time 
to harden in tie part, and be without heat, 
pain, and pulſe, becauſe the blood will not con · 
tinue around it, on account of the congeſtion 


being performed but ſlowly; the neighbours 


ing veſſels, Which are compreſſed; will 
time to dilate by degrees, and ſo recover 


| what the compreſſion has taken from them. 


10. The phlegmonick or inflammatory 
bubo reſolves eaſily and entirely; for on onse' 
hand the blood, which contributes to cauſe: 


it by its ſtay, eaſly enters again of itſelf into 


the courſe of the cireulation; and on the 
other hand, the lymph, which ſtays in' the 


_ glands, always retains fluidity enough to re- 
ſume its courſe, either on account of ah 
heat of the part,” or of the oſeillation of the 
arteries, which in this kind- of felling. are 
ſomewhat conſiderable. 


11 At leaſt if this bude Einst relle 
has it not ſome difficulty to ſuppurate? Fer 


on one hand, the blood is, by its natural 


conſtitution, cafily ſuſceptible of a fermenta- 


tive ſuppuration ; - and on the other, the lymph 


therein is cafily difpoſed by the firong heat 
which agitates it, and the violent ene of 
the arteries which breaks it. | 
12. The œdematous babe ally etolven 
becauſe the ſerous matter, which ſupera- 
bounds in the veſſels that furround the 1 
ing, 
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| en . does not happen in venereal 


263 ATREATISE on _ _ © 
ling, reſumes with facility enough the uſual 
road of the circulation; but this reſolution 
is imperfect, becauſe the thicker lymph with 
which the gland is choaked up, can neither 
be kept diſſolved, for want of heat, nor com- 
W el and puſhed forward into its veſſels, 
for want of a ſufficient oſcillation i in the arte- 
+ ſo that there often remains in this bubo a 
kind: of hard kernel, difficult to be reſolved, . 
13. For the ane reafine this bubo ſuppu- 


rates with difficulty; for the lymph being 


thick and void of ſaline and active particles, 
is by its nature but little adapted for ſuppu- 


ration; beſides that, there is not a ſufficient 


degree of heat, nor a ſufficiently ſtrong oſcilla- 
tion of the arteries to cauſe it. | 

Finally, the ſcirrhous bubo cannot. reſolve 
nor ſuppurate, but with difficulty; and com- 


monly it does but harden more and more 


every day, which is owing as .much to the 
groſfneſs, thickneſs, and viſcous quality of the 
lymph that is ſtopped in the little cells of the 


_ glands, as to want of * and ae in 


the arteries. 


The di gag lieb * and prignefi ck. 


Diagnoſtick. Venereal bubo's reſemble the 
Gimple, peſtilential, ſcorbutick, and ſcrophu- 6 
lous ones, in their ſituation KS figure ; but it 
is an eaſy matter to diſtinguiſh them from theſe 
ſorts of bubo's by particular ſigns. For, 1. In 
ſimple and peſtilential bubo's the ſkin is red and 


bubo's. 
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| bubo's. 2. Scorbutick, or ſerophulous bu- 


bo's, are attended with evident ſigns of the 
king - evil or ſcurvy 1275 Venereal bubo's 
are ſtill more Certain 4 in 

the others, by the Re of the patients 
| who agree in a foul, venereal, or ſuſpected 
intercourſe,” or who aver that they have a go- 


norrhœa or 'ſhankers, or who ſhew an vi- 


dent proof of a pocky virus that lies con- 
cealed in the blood. 


Though venereal bubo's 8 Deve leſs roſem- 


blance to the bubonocele, or hernia in the 
groin, however they are ſometimes confound- 
ed together; not indeed with the hernia 
formed by the epiploon, and for that reaſon 
called epiplocele, the ſwelling in Which is 
ſomewhat ſoft : but with that which is cau- 
ſed by the inteſtine, and which is denom- 
nated enterocele, which being more hard, 


comes nearer to the nature of the bubo; bot 


yet it is not with that enterocele, where the 
inteſtine ſlips through the rings of the muſ- 
culi epigaſtrici, becauſe the place where the 


inteſtine falls, and where the ſwelling is 


formed,” is too remote from the glands of 
the groin, and conſequently from the ſeat of 
'the bubo: but with that other enterocele, 
where the inteſtine falls into the groin in 
following the courſe of the crural veſſels, 
which paſs under the arch of the muſcles of 
the lower belly; becauſe this enterocele oc- 
 Cupies, as near as may be, the fame 10 
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2. "a glands of the groin, andthe babos 
ann they form. | 
But of Fern kind ths hernia be, it 5 
an eaſy matter to diſtinguiſh it from m the 


[ bubo, by the following ſigns : | 


I. The ſurface of the ne 70 ath 


7 


lume be conſiderable, its baſe, which. i is very 


narrow, anſwers to the opening thło' which 


the inteſtine paſſes, and ſerves the, ſwelling 


fora, pedicle whereas the ſurface of the bubo 


is uneven, its figure moſt frequently oblong, 
and its baſe broader. 

2. The ſwelling in the enterocele eaſily 
yields to preſſion, but riſes again when the 


| finger is/ taken away; but it is quite the reverſe 


in the bubo; for that which is inflammatory, 
or-ſcirthous, reſiſts preſſion, and: that which 


is œdematous or ſuppurated, retains the 15 


87 el 1 it — pied. 4 


9 4 


CA ene 


Acid flatus' 85 . are 1 «gs or. 4— 
with ſome liquid matter. In bubo's, on the 


contrary, there are no flatus's; and if an ob- 
ſcure fluctuation diſcover therein ſome liquid 


matter, it is in ſmall. quantity, ſituated low, 


toms, to wit, a fever, colick, pains, ſuppreſ- 
ſion of ſtools, Oy of the feces, and the 


4 iliack 
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and only occupies; the middle of the ſwelling, 
as happens in the bubo that ſuppurates. | 
4. The enterocele cauſes troubleſome ſymp- 
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liack paſſion; whereas the bubo never cauſes | 


any thing like this. . 
Moreover, it rarely Lark chat; a foul, ve- 


N or ſuſpected commerce, capable of 8 


cauſing a bubo, ſhould. ſo exactly coincide 
with a fall, and a blow in the belly, which 
can occaſion an enterocele, 3 4 a careful 
examination, one can be in any doubt as to 


the nature and cauſe of Aa Selling which, is 


in the groin, 


When once a perſon is well ts That 
there is a bubo, it is an eaſy matter to diſ- 


tinguiſh. the differences, by the ſigns which 
have been mentioned in the N of 


this ſwelling: for if the pain, heat, pulſe, and 
hardneſs, be very great therein, it is evidently 


an inflammatory Ky x Ta if all theſe ſymptoms 
be but moderate, and even if the ſwelling, be 


oft, and if in preſſing it the dint of the ; 4 


ger remain therein, it is an œdematous bubo. 


Laſtly, if there be but little heat, pain, and : 
pull, but a great deal of barges, 3-1 is. a 
ſcirrhous bubo. 


The cauſes of 3 are diſcovered by the 


| account of patients, or by knowing what has 


preceded .the diſorder; hence it is, judg- 


ed, if the venom has communicated, itſelf to 


the glands in the groin, by a foul venereal 


commerce, or by a gonorrhœa that is ſtop- 
ped, or that does not run enough, or by 


ſhankers in the Penis, or a concealed pox. 


Pro- 
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- Progneftich. A bubo is en 0 any dan- 
ger, provided it be treated as it ought; ne- 
vertheleſs it is a conſiderable malady, becauſe 


it always requires a great deal of cre, and a 
good many remedies. 


We may however look on a bubo as 4 | 


 gerous, in that it often cauſes the pox, if we 
neglect to evacuate by ſuppuration, when it 
cannot be avoided, and by repeated puryes, 
the virus which has penetrated into the body; 
and to correct, by ſpecifick remedies, what 
ever may remain of it in the blood. 
The bubo which proceeds m a foul 
venereal commerce, fem a gonorrhœa that 
has been ſtopped, or from that which does 
not run ſufficiently, or even from ſhankers in 
the penis, is not ſo dangerous as that which 
proceeds from a latent pox: the fifſt depends 
on a freſh contracted venom, which not ha- 
ving yet infected the blood, may be evacua- 
415 or corrected: the ſecond depends on 2 
venom of an old ſtanding, which has en- 
_ rely, corrupted the maſs of blood. 

The inflammatory bubo is eaſier to cure 
chan the œdematous, and eſpecially the {cir- 


rhous fort. | The firſt may terminate in a 


little time by re- ſolution or ſuppuration; 
the other two commonly end in a true ſcir- 
-rhus, which does not yield to ordinary re- 
8 medics; and they may dne cancerous. 
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The cure. 


io ought to diſtinguiſh three different 
taſes for the treatment of a bubo, namely, 
the firſt, when the bubo comes on without 
my evident cauſe ; the ſecond, when it is 
joined with a viruleht ' gotorrheea, or with 
ſhankers in the penis; the third, when it 
happens alone, and ſoo after a foul venereal 


commerce. 


In the firſt Mts, 2 as the bubo indicates a 
latent pox, recourſe muſt, without delay, 
be had, in order to cure tadically the one 
ind the other diſeaſe, to adminiſtering my 
remedies which I have given for treating the 
univerſal pox. In the ſecond caſe, the ſame 
remedies - ſhould likewiſe be employed ac- 
cording to the ſame method, adding thereto 
ſuch as are proper for the 'gonocrlica and 
ſhankers, which we have likewiſe given, in 


order to cure all, at the ſame time, theſe dif- 


ferent diſeaſes. Laftly, in the third caſe, the 
only care ſhould be to endeavour to deſtroy, 
or evacuate, ſo perfectly the virus, that there 


may remain nothing of it in the blood, that 


may either renew the diſeaſe, or cauſe an 
univerſal pox. | | 
Thoſe that paſs for the moſt experienced, 
ae divided among themſelves, and follow 
two different methods. "The firſt methad lies 
in reſolving the bubo by the uſe of mercurials 
and purgatives, without applying - ripening 
medicines, and making them ſuppurate: reel 
: otner 
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other tends to procure a ſuppuration of the 


that the operations are always painful, equi- 


thod ſhould never be uſed, unleſs the phyſi- 
cian be prevented by a ſuppuration of the 


In this caſe are ripeners to be uſed, emolli- 
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bubo, by joining the external application of 
ripeners to the internal uſe of mercurials, in 
order to combat the virus with more ſucceſ, 

It is ſurpriſing that people can be divided 
upon ſuch a ſubject, and that there can be two 
different opinions about it: ſince it is agreed, 
that this malady may be cured by internal re- 
medies ; and fince it muſt lhkewiſe be agreed, 


vocal, and very often fatal. Thus this me- 


bubo, and then indeed one cannot diſpenſe 
with following this indication ſtep by ſtep, 


ents, anodynes, and ſuppuratives, which we 
have indicated in the treatment of ſhankers, as 
the beſt and moſt excellent remedies that can 
be made uſe of, following as an expreſs, eſ- 
ſential, and indiſpenſable condition, the in- 
ternal remedies according to my. method ; to 
which I add the topical one that follows, as 
a ſovereign remedy for all ſcirrhous tumours, 
particularly the bubo of this kinda. 

Take of ſal armoniac, ſublimated three or 
four times with common falt decrepitated and 
perfectly purified, as we have ſhewn already, 
an ounce ; flowers of ſalt of human urine, 


half an ounce; aqua vitæ rectified and paſs d 


thro” ſalt of tartar, an ounce : mix the whole 
in a glaſs bottle, which you muſt ſhake and 
ſtir very well, and for ſome time, till it be 
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thick, and brought to the form and conſiſt- 


ence of wool-flocks. You muſt anoint there- 
with the part affected four times a- day, and 
put over it a plaiſter of gum ammoniac diſ- 
ſolved in ſpirits of wine. 

If the bubo be phlegmonick, blood 50 
be let twice during the cure; if œdematous, 
or ſcirrhous, one bleeding will be ſuffcient; 
yet nevertheleſs the whole, according to the 
caſe and circumſtances, which ought to re- 
gulate every thing, as I have faid already 
very often, without intending to adopt there- 
by the prejudices of the ancients on this head, 
who were afraid of uſing bleeding in the treat- 
ment of a bubo, becauſe they: imagined that 
it would draw the ms inwardly, and 
cauſe an univerſal. 

I ſhall conclude — chapter with this re- 
flection: mercurial frictions, in the treatment 
of a bubo, however well managed they be, 


are always uſeleſs, and may be fatal in pro- 


curing a ſalivation, how prudent ſoever the 
precautions be that are taken; the moſt pre- 
judiced in favour of this method 2 in 
that opinion. 

It is undoubtedly this that mee 4 great 
many practitioners, in order to avoid i theſe 
frictions, and the danger of ſalivations, to 
make uſe of the method of ſuppuration, 
which draws after it that of cutting the bubo; 
another deſperate, painful, and very dange- 
rous method; whereas in uſing my method, 
one is alſured not only of rooting out the 

f | * venom, 


4 . 


276 © A TREATISE of 
venom, by deſtroying the antecedent and 


concurring cauſe, but of perfectly purifying 
the maſs of blood, without fear of any acci- 


dents, and avoiding, even by this means, all 
other diſeaſes. The remedies in this me- 
thod, are quick, efficacious, and agreeable, 


. 
Of the king g evil. 


1 F we ought to deteſt and abhor the crime, 
we ought at the ſame time to love and 
pity the criminal, and in his misfortune lend 

im our aſſiſtance. If this be a general rule 
with which we cannot refuſe complying, 
without becoming ourſelves culpable, what 
do we not owe to unhappy innocent perſons, 
who have become victims to the crimes of 
others, againſt whom it is even forbidden 


them, by the law and by nature, to utter 


any complaints, or any reproaches ? ' 
Such however is the fad caſe of the greateſt 
part of young people afflicted with the king's- 
evil; a caſe with which I have been touch d 
to the quick, at the ſight of theſe poor un- 
happy perſons, juſtly objects of anguiſh and 
pain in themſelves, and unjuſtly objects of 
contempt arid reproach in others; covered 
with ſores and ſcars, which they cannot con- 
ceal, and which cut them off in the flower 
of their age, in the midſt of loathſomneſs, 
and the moſt dreadful agonies. | Thi 
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This cruel diſeaſe has obliged me to make 
ſerious reflections, on one hand, upon the me- 
|ancholy ſituation of theſe poor unhappy per- 
ſons, which inceſſantly returned to my mind; 
on the other hand, upon the certain know- 
edge I have of phyſick, the great number of 
able phyſicians who have treated of this dif- 


caſe, and the great number of ſpecifick re- 


medies for all forts of maladies, and yet the 
ſmall number of radical cures performed, I 
own that theſe different reflections have often 
ruffled and diſturbed my repoſe ; my zeal has 


been heightened to ſuch a pitch, that I have 


laboured indefatigably, for a very long time, 
and with a great deal of application, in order 
to find out a remedy which had ſufficient 
force, energy, and efficacy to deſtroy and root 
ont the original and antecedent cauſe” of this 
diſeaſe, being perſuaded, that the external 
conſequent cauſes may be eaſily cured by th 


common remedies. 


My labour has not proved in vain; I have 
found out this remedy, and I give it the pub- 
lick, together with a ſure method for treat- 
ing and curing this cruel diſorder, which I 
ſubmit to the judgment of the greateſt cri- 
ticks, being even ready, notwithſtanding the 


experience and happy ſucceſs which I have 


had, to receive their advice with pleaſure. 
As I could not arrive at the diſcovery of 
thoſe happy ſpecificks, but by an examen 
and knowledge of the qualities and virtues 
which the — ought to have, when com- 
„ pared 


©... 


278 A TIIEATISE „ 
pared with the different characters of the dif. 
eaſe, which I undertook to encounter and 
deſtroy ; and as it is from this combination 
that 1 have drawn fair conſequences, I take 
myſelf to be obliged: to communicate, at the 

fame time, to the publick, my obſervations, 
that they may be benefited thereby, and that 
they may not unjuſtly preſume that, like a 
quack, and at a venture, I give this remedy, 
I thought I owed to the publick, and to my. 
ſelf, that ſatisfaction. In order to do it with 
ſome method, and in an inſtructive manner, 


IT will explain, 1. What the king's-evil is, 


2. Its cauſe, origin, effects, and ſymptoms, 
. The different opinions of authors who 
3 treated of the cure of this diſeaſe, with 
the mort famous remedies that have been 
practiſed; 4. and laſtly, I will ſnow my own 
method, and my own ſpecifick, and the prin- 
_ ciples upon which 1 found the one and the 
A . 
Though the importance of the ſubject 
ſeems to require that we ſhould enlarge ſome- 
what more upon all theſe circumſtances, than 
What I have done upon the other diſeaſes 
which I have treated in this work, where I 
have confined myſelf to ſay only what was 
uſeful and abſolutely neceſſary for their cure; 
being convinced of that maxim of the Latin 
Hippocrates, Celſus, book 1. Morbos non 
eloquentid, ſed remediis curari; i. e. that dil- 
eaſes are not to be cured by fine ſpeeches, 
but by ſpecifick remedies. I will * 
9 1s 
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chis treatiſe in the ſame ſtrain, that is, with 
the ſame ſimplicity as uſual, being ſufficiently 
fatisfied that I give excellent remedies. 

The king's-evil has been differently defi- 
ned or deſcribed by authors, according to 
their ſeveral notions and principles: theſe dif- 
ferent opinions, no doubt, proceed from this, 
that every one is not equally ſkilled in ana- 
tomy, and particularly in chemiſtry, which 
is the key to the knowledge of phyfick, and 
that all have not their genius turned the ſame 
way: ſo that we muſt not be ſurprized, if 
people ſpeak differently of the ſame things, 
there being ſo many different ways of deter- 
mining in phyſick, and ſo many different 
appearances by which one may examine them, 
nat one would never have done, were each 
ſubject to be canvaſſed with the utmoſt ex- 
actneſs, and were an account to be given of 

all the different ſentiments that have been 
publiſhed; and it lies upon the prudence of 
the phyſician, to confine himſelf to ſuch 
things only as can lead him, with more cer- 
tainty, to the means of knowing the diſeaſes 
of the human body, and to ſo much as is ne- 
ceſſary to apply thereto a ſpeedy remedy, 
without affecting long diſſertations, which 
very often, inſtead of clearing up the matter, 
embarraſs and darker it, and ſo put the reader 
out of a condition of being able to reap any 
benefit; and often one cannot, after the pe- 
ruſal of theſe long diſcourſes, conclude any 
thing elſe, than that it is the production of a 
Ts  m_ 
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ſcholar, who may underſtand himſelf, but 
whom no body elſe can; this 1 ſay 1 in ge- 


neral, without a deſign of making any 2 


ticular application. 
Glaleniſts conſider the king evil as an anti: 
natural tumour, which comes on, fay they, 
in the endurated glands, and which is cauſed 
by a faline and corrupted pituita or phlegm; 
an humour which the ancients pretended was 
one of the four parts which they believed 
conſtituted the blood; which pituitous hu- 
mour makes theſe glands ſwell, and ſtretch 
the membranes where it begins, as if it were 
a lump of live fleſh: and as commonly theſe 
doctors differ amongſt themielves, the -opi- 
nion the moſt received at this day, and which 
bas moſt likelihood, and moſt conformity 
with principles and experience, is, that it is a 
thick, acrimonious lymph, which gives occa- 
ſion to this diſeaſe, by its ſtagnating and cor- 
rupting in the conglobate glands. 
Chemiſts, who always agree amongſt 
themſelves, and who are more thoroughly 
acquainted with nature, are of the ſame opi- 
nion with Paracelſus, who defined the king's- 
evil in general, tumours indurated by a ni- 
rous, excrementitious, corrupted falt, which 
ſwells the glands, and heaves them {till 
more and more, as may be ſeen in preparing 
fal nitre, which is formed into ſuch like fi- 
gures as ſmall ſticks adhering together, 


93 
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All this, on one fide and the other, de- 
ſerves ſome explanation, in order to arrive at 
z perfect knowledge of it. Before I enter 
into this detail, I ſhall premiſe two obſerva- 


ü. tions: the firſt, that though both theſe defi- 
y, nitions ſeem very much to differ, they are 
d however, ſo to ſay, two roads that lead to the 
1; ſame end: the ſecond, that though ſever 
as celebrated authors have treated of the cure of 


ed this diſeaſe, as Andr. Dulaurent, firſt phyſi- 
u- cian to Henry IV. Dubois, an able ſurgeon 
ch of Paris, and others: yet no one has tho- 
re roughly explained himſelf, as ſome phyſicians 
af in our days have done. One will find the 


i opinion of theſe gentlemen expreſſed in their 
ch writings with elegance, force, beauty, and 
ty preciſion z one will ſee therein great induſtry 
2 and learning; their deſcriptions are lively, 


ca very ſenſible, and very ſtriking; the diagno- 
r- ſtick and prognoſtick ſymptoms are very fully 
_ enumerated ; and laſtly, the remedies propo- 


oft ſed therein for the cure, are laid down in 
ily order, number, and ſeeming efficacy, Happy 
pi for the publick were it really ſo! 8 
ij. Wee defeription of the hing's-evil. © 
ich The king's-evil, commonly called ſtruma, 
till ſcrophula, is a ſcirrhous, hard, and frequently 
ing indolent tumour, which is formed by degrees 


fl in the conglobate glands, eſpecially in thoſe 
of the neck, groin, arm-pits, hams, arms, 

and wriſts: it is called ſcrophula from the 

All latin ſcropha, a ſow, becauſe this animal is 
f ſubject 
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ſubject to ſuch tumours under the throat. 


Among ſcrophulous maladies are likewiſe 
reckoned thoſe cold tumours which are form- 
ed in the joints, and upon the bones, as the 
feet, knees, elbows, hands, and particularly 


the fingers; ſo that the greateſt part of obſti. 
nate defluxions, which fall by degrees upon 
the joints, without any manifeſt cauſe, and 


which are followed by an abſceſs, a caries, 
and ſwelling in the bones, eſpecially in the 
apophyſes and epiphyſes. Of this number is 
alſo the edema, which cauſes an inſenfible 
ſwelling in the arms, feet, and legs, chiefly 
towards the joints; the particular œdema, 


whoſe cauſe does not conſiſt in a ſerous lymph 


which relaxes the parts, but in a kind of jelly 
or think lymph, which diſtends them ex- 
tremely, without retaining the dint of the 
finger; ſometimes the œdematous tumour 
lies in the knee, which ſwells gradually with 
a redneſs, a heat, and pain, whilſt the leg 
and thigh become very much extenuated, and 

the whole body is waſted' by a flow fever. 
In fine, fiſtulons-ulcers, the rickets, the can- 
cer, the bronchocele, and ſeveral other diſ- 
eaſes, likewiſe depend very often upon a ſcro- 
ora virus, as we ſhall ſhew in the ſe- 
a The king's- evil is favourable or malignant, 
according to the acrimony of the ſalt with 


which the lymph, that ſerves it as a vehicle, 


is impregnated ; and it is properly this ſalt, 
which is the efficient cauſe of theſe — 
MY | „ the 
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the favourable ſort laſts often very long, with- 


out cauſing any troubleſome accident, and 
ſometimes yields to common remedies with- 
out much ado ; the malignant ſort is of the 
nature of a cancer, and hitherto it has been 
commonly looked upon as incurable ; the 
glands of the neck, and other external 

are not the only places that are attacked by 
this diſorder ; the glands of the meſentery are 


in like manner attacked, as is almoft always 


confirmed upon opening ſuch as have-died of 
the king's-evil : oftentimes too the diſeaſe be- 
gins in this entrail ; the ſpleen, the liver, the 
matrix, and ſeveral other internal parts, are 


likewiſe ſometimes ſcrophulous. The nitrous 


falt, which is the cauſe of the king's-evil, 
may be produced in, and catried through all 


the parts of the body; the lymph which can 


diſſolve it, and with which it is impregnated; 
and which ſerves it as a vehicle, circulates | 


throughout the body to come at three dif- 


ferent parts, namely, the head, the arms; and 
after having paſſed through a vaſt number 
of conglobate glands, goes to each fide; the 


one empties into the jugular and ſubclavian 


veins, the other into the external and inter- 
nal parts of the breaſt, and lodges it from 
time to time in the thoraciek duct: the third, 


laſtly, comes from the inferior parts, an 


from all the viſcera of the lower belly, and 


throws itſelf info the receptacle of the chyle. 


What number of accidents, therefore, is not 
this N impregnated . with the ſalt that 
coagulates 
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3 it, capable of producing ? ſeeing 


the number of glands and parts which it is 
obliged to traverſe, is almoſt infinite; it therein 
produces fatal obſtructions, and, given up to 
the effects of its malignant quality, ſometimes 
obſtructions in the glands of the neck, arm- 
pits, ceſophagus, the trachæa, the groin and 
joints; at other times in the meſentery, the 
liver, the ſpleen, the matrix, the lungs, the 


brain, where it may cauſe ſcirrhous tumours, 


cancers, obſtinate defluxions, dangerous ſqui- 


nancies, obſtinate ophthalmia's, malignant ab- 


ſceſſes, fiſtulous ulcers, mortal conſumptions, 
terrible epilepſies, and ſeveral other chronica 


diſeaſes, which will be only Iahank ſymptoms 
of this cruel malady, 


I will confine. myſelf to chat explication 


which. expreſſes the ſentiment of the moſt 
celebrated authors, and which ſeems ſuffi- 


Cient for following my plan, which is no 


other than to unfold the origin and the true 


cauſes, both internal and external, of this 


lamentable diſeaſe, and to give the moſt in- 


fallible, and moſt efficacious remedies, and at 


the ſame time the leaſt dangerous for bring- 
ing about a perfect cure. Such as would 
deſire a fuller treatiſe, may bave this ſatiſ- 
faction in the works of the learned, which J 
have already mentioned. But the internal 
cauſes of this diſeaſe, do not ſeem to me to 
be traced near enough, nor with a ſufficient 


degree of preciſion, becauſe the vitiated hu- 
guys which they pitch upon, are only, as 


we 


3 
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we have already ſaid, the vehicle of the agent | 


that produces this ſcirrhous or ſcrophulous 


tumour, and which, by its cauſtick quality, 
makes it degenerate into a malignant ulcer, 


So that in order to be well underſtood, and 
to explain myſelf as to the true proximate 
and efficient cauſe of the particular ſpecies of 
ulcers, which is called the king's-evil, it is 
neceſſary to go a little higher, and to diſco- 
ver the antecedent cauſe of all the ſpecies of 
ulcers in general, that affect the different 
parts of the human body, in order from 


thence to determine what is the primary and 
true cauſe, and what the nature of the par- 
ticular ulcer of which we are now treating. 

The greateſt part of phyſicians lay down, 


as the general cauſe of ulcers, the humours 


contained in the human body, which having 


acquired, either by means of the natural heat, 


or by means of an adventitious heat, or by 
means of ſome coagulating acid, a corroſive 
quality, and which being carried to the ſkin, . 
there exert their malignant faculty, by cor- 

roding the parts; ſo that the difference which 


is found in the different forts of ulcers, does 


proceed only from the diverſity of the cau- 
ſtick humours that operate; but the humours, 


being only the vehicle for the corroſive agent, 


cannot be taken for the proper cauſe of ul- 

cers; wherefore we ought to find out a more 

proximate and truer cauſe ſtill. 1 
This ſole, proximate, efficient, antecedent, 

and internal cauſe of all the forts of ulcers, with 

- | 1 | which 


C 
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which the human body can be attacked, 


ſeems to me to be no other than the proper 


ſalt of our natural balſam , which when ſepa- 


rated from this balſam, is dried up and cal. 


cined, not only by its internal heat, but alſo 
by che heat of the part to which it is carried, 
or ſometimes by the heat of ſome external 
agent. This falt acquires, by its calcination, 
a cauſtick quality, and a power of breaking 


the continuity Pt the parts to which it is car. 


ried thus altered; ſo that the. proper falt of 
our natural e is the true, antecedent, in- 
ternal, and efficient cauſe of all ſorts of ulcers, 
the internal conjoint cauſe is this very ſalt 
which being ſeparated, dried; and calcined 
in ſome part of our bodies, corfodes: it, breaks 
the continuity, and therein forms the ulcer. 
With this ſole, internal, antecedent cauſe, 
are commonly joined external cauſes: theſe 
are they that occaſion the ſeparation of the 
falt from its balſam, its deſiccation, calcina- 
tion, and conſequently its malignant, cau- 
tick, and corrofive quality. The air, or the 
ſaline vapours of the ſea, produce this effect, 
but in a ſpeedier and more ſenſible manner, 
upon ſuch perſons as are not accuſtomed 
thereto, or ſuch as are of a certain tempera- 
ment; from thence proceed the ſcurvy; the 


itch, & aliments that abound with acrid 


and pungent ſalts, as garlick, onion, ra- 
diſhes, &c. ſalt fleſh and fiſh, may like- 
wiſe be in the number of external, antece- 
dent cauſes of ulcers: hence it very often 
| happens, 


_ 
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happens, that after a lent-time, that has been 
ſtrictly obſerved; in which. one has ſcarce. eat 


any thing elſe but ſuch. ſalt food, the ſpring 


coming on, at, which time. the humours fer- 
ment and encreaſe, there are a great many 
itchy and leprous perſons, becauſe the ſalt food 
which they have been long and very much 
uſed to, has augmented the proper ſalt of 
the natural balſam; which. being thus aug- 


mented, is ſeparated, dried, coagulated, and 


calcined towards the extremitjes, and on the 
ſkin, where it. is driven out by the excret 

faculty ; ; but not being able to paſs, thro the 
pores, on account of its coagulation, there it 
ſtops, cauſes itchings, corrodes and produces 


very ugly and diſagreeable ulcers in the ſkin, 


The exceſſive and violent motions of our bo- 


dies, immoderate and continual running and 
jumping, may likewiſe be reckoned in the 
| number of external cauſes; of ulcers; for. theſe | 
too violent and too long motions, may, in 
ſuch a manner, heat our natural balſam, that 


it throws out, by its excretory faculty, to- 


wards ſome extremity of our body, the acrid 
and pungent ſalt with which it is found 
impregnated; that there this ſalt is dried 


and calcined, and corrodes the ſkin, and 
therein produces an ulcer, whoſe. malignity 
ſhall anſwer. to the acrimony and pungency 


of the falt which has been thrown out in this | 


part. 


Another thing which I cannot omit, as it 
Is my pringipel aim, is the bad 000 that is 


given 


given to new- born infants, ſuch as milk, and 
the little care that is taken in the choice of 


a good nurſe, the crude and ill-made pap; 


which is given them too foon, inſtead of 


good milk; all this contributes to foment 


and cauſe the king's-evil : as this is a matter 
of great importance, and as it is neceſſary tb 
clear it well up, in order to avoid this cruel 
diſeaſe, I ſhall reſume the ſubject. 

But ſome doctor will tell me, I mean one 


of thoſe who has nothing to vaunt but his 
greek and latin, and how to reckon up fix- 
and- twenty humours, both alimentaty and ex- 


crementitious, formed and contained in the 
human body, which they, for the moſt part, 
make to play off, without much diſcernment, 
like the water- works at Marly; doctors, who 
lock upon it as beneath them to handle the 
thovel and tongs, and to ſoil their fair ſoft 
hands with the coals, which however is the 
only way to come at the fecrets of nature: 
ſuch a doctor, I ay, will come and tell me, 
with an air of triumph and ridicule, that 1 


; make our body to be a ſort of mine; and 


that if my ſyſtem were received, I might 
give riſe to the eſtabliſhing a new kind of 
I anſwer, that if he was acquainted with 
the nature and compoſition of the animal, he 
would change his tile ; that the variety of 
things which concur in man, ſhould make 
him to be looked upon as a microcoſm ; he 
has mines the ſame as the great ET 
— . whic 
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which are found falts of different natures: 


there are vitriolick, aluminous, nitrous, fixt, 


und volatile ſalts, ſuch as thoſe contained in 


the blood, the ſpirits, and the brain, where 
they are highly exalted: they are, on the 
other hand, fixed in the bones, or at leaſt the 
greateſt part is ſo; there are in the mouth 


falts partly aluminous, and partly nitrous: 


theſe diſſolvents, mixing with thoſe in the 
ſtomach, which are of a vitriolick nature, 


form an aqua fortis, which conſtitutes the 
difſolvent that reſides in that part; the falts 


in the kidneys and bladder are mixed with 
thoſe of a fixed and volatile nature; and 


hence it is, in part, that ſtones are eaſily 


formed in this viſcus, and that the bladder is 
ſubje& to conſiderable ſmart pains, which 
theſe ſorts of ſalts moſt frequently occaſion ; 


they are lixivious and nitrous in the glands of 


the meſentery. Laſtly, in the gall-bladder 


may be ſeen burning ful lphurs, ſo many reſer- 
voirs, and ſo many mines of different ſulphurs. 


Thus it is that the mechaniſm of the micro- 
coſm is found diſpoſed. But to return. 

There is ſtill behind another external ante- 
cedent cauſe, which diſpoſes the ſalt, not 
only that of the ulcer itſelf, but likewiſe that 
of the natural balſam, to a deſiccation, coa- 
gulation, and calcination: : this cauſe will be 
rejected by the ſcholaſtick and ſyſtematick 
wp of our days; yet it will-not be the 
els real for that; and as I onl write for 
truth, 1 cannot reſolve to conce it, hows 
U . 
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Ever people may ſtare at me, and treat me 23 


himfical. All the complaiſance Which! 


thought I was obliged to ſhew in favour 6f th 

ignorant prejudice, andthe moderate degree of 
undetftanding, in theſe pretended libertines, is 
to have placed this the laſt, that having at 


* leaſt comprehended and underſtood the pre. 
ceding cauſes, they would be contented to 


let this one alone for thoſe who, being free 


from all prejudice, will take the pains to ex- 


amine and weigh it in the ſcales of nature. 
This cauſe, which I mean, is the concourſe 
and influence of the ſtars, which by means 
of their fiery aſtral virtue, can at certain 
times, and in certain circumſtances, diſpoſe 
the ſalt to a OY and calcination; for 
it is very true, that the ftars which rule over 
our natural balſam, augment ſometimes the 
falt, ſometimes the mercury, and at other 
times the ſulphur ; ſo that theſe ſtars, which 
multiply the ſalt, are the ſame which, by 
that means, coagulate and calcine it; whence 


follows a ſolution of the continuity, and an 
ulcer in the part where this multiplication 


and calcination of falt is found. Theſe ſtars, 
which by their real influences multiply the 
falt in our balfam, can likewiſe do fo in any 
particular part of our bodies, calcine it there, 


and by that means diſpoſe it to bring about, 


in that part, the ſolution of the continuity, 
and the ulcer of which. they are truly the 


proximate conjoint cauſe, We have but too 


often ſenſible proofs of this real effect of the 


influence 


philoſophers, and great phyſicians, that the 


their light, motion, and by communicating 
their very volatile parts; this is what I mean 
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jnfluence of the ſtars, ſering at certain times 


of the year, in certain climates, and certain 


;: 


countries, ſeveral perſons, of different ages, 
different ſexes, and different ' conſtitutions, 
ue attacked with 8 and extraotdinarj 
ulcers, without having contributed thereto 
by their conduct, regimen of life, exceſſes, or 
peculiar diet, any. wiſe different from what 
the neighbouring pple have lived upon, 
who have been free from the like diſeaſes; 
it is owing to the influence being different, 
and exerting itſelf in one place, and not in 
another; we may affirm or we may deny it: 
but nothing is more certain in nature, than 


« that every epidemical diſeaſe comes from 


* 
> 


It is a received opinion among divines; 


ſuperior bodies act upon the inferior 


by influence: wherefore we read in Geneſis*, 
that God created in the beginning of the 
world, two great luminaries in the firma- 
ment, the fun, moon, and alſo the ſtars, to 
divide the days and nights, the months and 
years, It is certain that their changes cauſe 
the difference in the ſeaſons of ſpring, ſum- 
mer, autumn, and winter ; and that by the 
ning and ſetting of theſe very ſtars, one may 
| 2 . 
„Let thete be lights in che firmament of hetven, and let 
them divide the day from the night, and let them be for 


vgns and for ſeaſons, and for days and years, 
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foretel fair weather, ſtorms, froſt, rain and 


wind, and. even the diſcaſes which happen fi 
not only to mankind, but likewiſe: to all of 
other animals. Atiſtotle aſſures us, that this m 
animal virtue which we breathe, and which is al 
diffuſed throughout the earth, derives its ori- tl 
gin from the heavens ; and St. Auguſtin, tl 


the moſt learned, and moſt intelligent of all 
the fathers, ſays, that the inferior and groſſer 
bodies, are governed ſubordinately by 5 ſu- 
perior and more ſubtile bodies. Thus the 
ſun, the parent of nature, is the cauſe of all 
productions by his approach and preſence; 
as he is the cauſe of all corruptions by his 
abſence and diſtance, It is this noble lumi- 
nary that exhilarates the whole world ; at his 
approach all things here below aſſume a freſh 
vigour, the radical moiſture is augmented, 
and men ſeem to be born again as it were, 
Hippocrates adviſes ſuch as follow phyfick, 
to beware of the, two ſolſtices, and the 
two equinoxes, when the buſineſs is to pre- 
ſcribe remedies on account of the bad tem- 
3 and change of the air; and laſtly, 
he would have people conſider the pleiads 
and dog - ſtar, ſeeing, at thoſe times when they 
rule, there happen great changes in the air, 
whence ariſe a vaſt many diſeaſes. We there- 
fore may draw this concluſion, from what 
has been juſt ſaid, how neceſſary and impor- 
v Þ Corpori cœleſti etiam terrena corpora ſubjecta ſunt. P. 
Aug. J. 4. de lib. art. 6. c. 13. Even: terreſtrial bodies arte 
ſubject to the celeſtial bod ß. yp 


VENEREAL MALADIES. 293 
tant the knowledge of aſtronomy is to phy- 
ſicians, in order to find out, by the nature 
of the ruling ſtar, its qualities; and by its 
motion and different aſpects, its concurrence 
and ſecret influence, the changes of the wea- 
ther and ait; yet ought not people to abuſe 
this divine ſcience, in order to diſcover the 
good and bad fortune of men: it ſhould be 
uſed, as St. Auguſtine ſays, only to obſerve 
by this means that which may be uſeful to 
man for. his neceſſity and uſe, to foreſee the 
changes in the air that ſhould happen during 
the ſummer, winter, autumn, and ſpring. In 
fine, in order to be well acquainted with the 
diſeaſes that may happen, to foretel their 
iſſue, and to accommodate remedies accord- 
_ ingly, it is ſufficient for me to prove the ne- 

ceſſity of this ſcience,” that it is authoriſed by 
Hippocrates the prince of phyſicians, ſup- 
ported by Ariſtotle, Avicenna, and the: moſt 

celebrated phyſicians; and that it is founded 
upon natural reaſon, and a vaſt number of 

experiments. : PF ( 4-3 4” #20 


Jam not ignorant that this ſcience has had 
powerful adverſaries; at the head of the mo- 
derns I place Deſcartes, whoſe knowledge I 
ſhall never forbear admiring. But it is not 
the ſcience in itſelf which they condemn, it 
is a certain meaſure, à certain degree of 
knowledge, and certain attributes, which 
ome enthuſiaſtical perſons would aſcribe to 
it, who puſh the beſt things too far, and 
abuſe them, and who run after the mar- 
32 U 3 | vellous, 


6— — r F * e 
ma ——— Umno moo ao 


mg r? 2 . . Oe nent” 
— — — ITY DIY ———— 
— FI no 


them out of the true road, inſtead 12 en 
lightening and guiding them in the i > 


and different incl 
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vellous, which dazzles them, * 


way. Alſo, in order to underſtand this 


vine ſcience, a 875 muſt 25 one of thoſe 
privileged perſons, lovers of truth, and ene- 
mies of errror, ſuch as St. au and St. 


Thomas the an t doctor, whom, we mz 


oppoſe to thoſe pretended libertines. of our 
days, Who in the diſquiſition of the reality 
; ant certainty of this ſcience, agree, that, he- 
fides the heat and light, there are influence 


in all the ſtars, ca pable of proc ing -pow- 
erful motions in a lower bodies, .and even 
chang ging the conſtitution of men, and by 


diſeaſes, 
inations, leaving however 
the will at liverts"o over Which 
direct nor abſolute power. ne e 

In fine, it is certain that che greateſt 5A 
of diſeaſes are cauſed by the different influ- 


this means 1 5 in them diver 


ences of the ſtars; and this is the opinion of 
Dr. Mead a celebrated phyſician; which he 


proves by the following principles: 1. The 
air wh ih we breathe continually mixes with 
the liquors | which circulate in our bodies, 
temper them, if it be temperate, and alters 
them, if it be corrupted. 2. The p reflure of 
the air is neceſſary to hinder the, Pr petuoflty 
of the ſpirits which put the blood and other 
fluids into the motion, which they require, in 
order to circulate; and it communicates 2 


piper aQivity to, the el ſprings: thi 


preſſure, | 
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not be denied, but this yariation of the ſea- 


ſons, is the cauſe of a great many diſeaſes. 


f A X42: Sud'4 : . n 93 is 4 nd. 13 
Will one deny, but it is itſelf the effect of 
the action of the ſun upon the air: the other 


1 


— 


bars nue en en in their way, to the 


Viciſſitudes of the temperature of the air; to 
theſe principles may be added ſenſible expe- 


* 5 * F 


riments. _ Several diſeaſes have their revolu- 


— 
* 


tions regulated by the motion of the moon; 


the epilepſy, for inſtance; madneſs, fooliſh- 
neſs, and other diſorders, have their criſis, | 


I could cite a great number of other au- 


thories, and call in to my aſiſtince the moſt 
celebrated authors, ſuch as nature would avow 


* 


For her deareſt and moſt favourite ſons, from 


| whom ſhe has concealed nothing ; but this 


U 4 : 841 might 
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might carry me too far; e my prin: | 
5 object in view, I chuſe rather to con- 1 
fine myſelf to my ſubject, and continue | 
to be ſhort, than by long circumlocutions, 
and by citations from known authors, make 
an idle parade of miſplaced learning ; ; becauſe | 
'T think one is really more knowing, when | 
he can bring forth ſomething good from 
'his « own ſtock, than to collect the opinions 
'of an Kandred authors, what capacity ſo- 
ever one may have in the doing it. Moreover 
we have room to believe, that what we have 
ſaid is more than ſufficient to eſtabliſh our 
opinion. ig 
That which is moſt troubleſome 3 in the 
ulcers which have ſuch a cauſe, is that they 
are extremely. difficult to cure, becaufe that 
cannot be done, while the ſtar rules, any 
otherwiſe than by removing or blunting its 
influence, which is the conjoint cauſe that 
produces them: for nothing is more nice and 
difficult than to remove or change the in- 
fluence of a ſtar, a thing that cannot be done 
but by a compleat and very experienced aſtro- 
nomer, an ingenious and genuine philoſo- 
pher, who, to produce this marvellous effect, 
finds out another terreſtrial tar that can com- 
bat and extinguith the force of the celeſtial 
one, or divert its influence, or hinder the 
1 efficacy of its action, by ſtrengthening the 
—_ . art ceded, by cicatrizing the ulcer, and 
= | by reſtoring its due and natural tem per to 
our balſam, 15 Wen i 
"= 7 | Th 0 


order to raiſe ulcers ; and” alle 15 the h wa n 


the unthinking, and extort their Hb | 
charity. All theſe ulcers, cauſed by” ſue 
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The cauſes ſimply external, are all ſuch 


Wings as applied externally upon any part 'of 
our bodies, have force and power to corrode 


it, and break its continuity; ſuch are all 
the aquæ fortes and violent Cauſticks, ſeveral 
ſorts of plants, roots and beth for inſtance, 


the crow-foot, climber, and of bye "which 
profeſſed. bepy ars make uſe o applyiog | 
them upon. their arms, legs, an thighs 


in order to cauſe the ſcurf; and by that cul- 
pable induſtry, to move the comp alfiof of 


means, are very eaſily and readily cured ; 
there needs n more but to waſh them with 
warm wine, which extracts the juice of the 
ulcerating plant ; and as ſoon as this 9 15 
cauſe is taken away, the part heals ü 

virtue of the natural balſam alone; a 


that might be done very ſoon and very each 


in all natural ulcers, if their antecedent inter- 
nal cauſe could be removed the ſame way as 
theſe ſimple external cauſes can; but this is 1 
a work that rarely ſucceedsby 1 means of com 
mon galenical medicaments, and is even te. 
dious with common ſpagirical medicaments 


and balſams. There is nothing but the true 


Fan? phick © tincture, , which is the Arabick 


alſam, to which this faculty of curing im- 
 mediately is reſerved. 


But it is not ſufficient to imagine that falt 
i the primary, internal, and efficient cauſe i 
«> & | 
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all ſorts of ulcers, it is farther neceſſary 
know, that as we have different me of cle | 
In our natural compoſition, ſo we are 95 
to different ſorts of ulcers, whoſe difference 
ariſes chiefly from the diverſity of ſalts; the 
difference of the place where the Halt has 
been "depoſited, and_. the difference of the 
Parts. 75 Wk 1 755 where the Ulcer 18 formed, 
eoncy ur b of ſpecies: ſo that we 
can. Ialy = 4 phy earn who 
does not perfectly | ow this Wi ference in our 
Altz, what 18 nature of the one and the 
other, and who cannot diſtin uh. of what 
re. thoſe falts are, which have produced 
e. ulcer, can never apply the remedies 
per, for a perfect cure; and if he 4 
times, without having this knowledge, this 
happy ſuccels ought to be aſcribed only to 
2 1817 7 109, nature, nd not 5 2 to his 
Kill and knowledge; conſequently eſerves 
neither to be praiſed nor truſted: for, being 
ignorant of what quality the cauſtick ſalt is, 
which has Eh. the part he treats, how 
Is it poſſible for him to Nich upon another 
ſalt which is contrary to that Which bas 
caſed the ulcer ; or. him to be able to ex- 
tinguiſh the fie, moderate its force, at 
blunt its corroſive ality-?. Hexglas how- 
ever, conſiſts the 1 whole art, of curing; and 
as, for inſtance, An the great wW o 1d, Galt of 
tartar extinguiſhes the corrolive | £8 5 
it to ſuch Are 


\ A. 5 / 
5 : 1 . 
be drank without any danger : ſo 
> „ 1 &, MH 7% ; 1 7-43 4 * 114 * ; ; 
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. which ariſe ; ior the place, and the -par 
the body which they affect, it has nothing 


regard to the conſtruction, the delicacy; 
management of the part affected, which che 
a ſurgeon; who'treats-it ought to obſer xe. For 
inſtance, the ulcers upon the head {| 
treated more gently than thoſe upon te legs, 
thighs, or atm 
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te IO, namely, man, ſalt of tartar, | 


prepared according to my way, will cute 
every ulcer that proceeds 


a cauſtic, vi- 
triolic, and nitrous ſalt; and as to other 


ſalts, each of which has. its contrary, which 

one muſt know, and its preparation too, 

| | t ſorts of ; l. 

s not only neceſſary for the cure of different 
forts of ulcers with which we may be at- 
tacked, but it is likewiſe ſo for treating the 
ſtone, 'gravel, and gout, &c. which one may 

cure infallibly, if he has this exact knowledge 
of ſalts; for that which is coagulated, is. 5 
ſipated and diſſolved by its contrary; 


This knowledge of di 


— which is diſſolved, is cured and ' ouſoli- 
dated by that which is coagulated; the whole 


being performed according to the invariable 
laws of nature, and the conſtant rules which 


we learn from art. 


As to what regards the gifferance, of u gers 


very eſſential, only occafioning, different de- 


nominations to be given to ulcers; if ſome 


attention muſt be given to it, it is only with 


d 


ms; and fo of the other parts, 
the contexture — ſtrength of which. mc 


2 Reads and the competent remedies 555 


P lied 


- 
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«plied thereto, in proportion to this ſtre 
and temperament, that the natural 12785 
ſamic faculty may be therein conſerved, in 
Its full vigour, as much as poſſible. 


Let us now come to the particalar ſpecies 
of ulcers, called the king's-evil, ſtruma, or 


| ſerophula, which is the ſubject of this 4 


ter; let us find out, in foltowirig our prin- 
-ciptes, the internal, antecedent, and efficient 


- cauſe; let us give the ſpecifick remedies for 


the radical cure of this diſorder, and ſhew 
the manner of adminiſtering theſe remedies, 


. both internally and externally. 


We have ſhewn above; that des Yverfity 


. the ſpecies and characters of ulcers that 
attack the human body, in its different parts, 
only proceeds from the diverſity of falts con- 


trary to nature, which are diffuſed or diſ⸗- 


ſolved in the humours, or coagulated in the 


emunctories: the nitrous ſalt is that which 
produces cancerous ulcers, commonly called 
the king's-evil. 

When this falt bounds very much i in the 
human body, and the ſuperfluous part there- 
of cannot be carried off through its proper 
emunctories, which are the kidneys and blad- 
der, it is carried into all the parts of the 
body, by means of the mercurial, ſerous, and 


commonly called pituitous humours, that 


5 rm 6 — in the brain, in the emunctory 
ich, nature has formed ſeveral little 
n glands, in order to draw thither, and 


% receive and digeſt therein, theſe ſetous 


f | a humours, 
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humours, and afterwards to diſcharge, by 
inſenſible perſpiration, whatever is ſuperflu- 
ous and contrary to nature. If it happen 
that the heat and natural force of theſe glands 
be weakened and diminiſhed, the ſerous hu- 
mour encreaſes mightily; and coagulates in 
globules or nodes, by virtue of the nitrous 
falt with which it abounds, which is of the 
ſame nature, and operates altogether like that 
which is diffuſed throughout the great world. 
Afterwards this coagulated ſalt acquires by 
degrees, not only by means of its proper heat, 
but likewiſe by means of that heat in the 
ity where it is fixed, an acrimony, and a 
rning and cauſtick heat, whereby it cor- 3 
rodes the ſkin, and therein forms the ulcer. | 
The external cauſes of theſe ulcers, are all | 
ſorts of aliments in which this falt abounds 
that enter into our. bodies, and augmenting 
the ſalt which nature has therein depoſited, . 
in a proportion requiſite for our conſervation, 
cannot be driven from thence, on account of 
its too great force that reſiſts. the natural ex- 
cretions ; therein it cauſes alterations and 
oreat havock, and at length forms therein 
the ulcer, when it is brought to its exalta- 
tion, Thus we ſee that among animals, only 
thoſe that feed on all ſorts of putrid, feculent, 
and tartarous aliments, and that eat much there- 
of, are attacked with theſe ſorts of ſcrophu- 
lous ulcers, as hogs and men, whoſe tirta- 
rous excrements encreaſing through their bad 
_ Fegimen, and their feculent food, the nitrous 
. | antl- 


* 
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anti- natural ſalt muſt needs likewiſe encreaſe 
and alter to the worſe their natural balſam; 
vrhence ariſes the king's-evil, which conſe. 
quently may very well be defined, © ulcers 
produced by means of an anti-natural nitre 
which has got into our natural balſam; Al 
which being ſeparated therefrom, and pro- 
pelled in the common emunctories of the no- 
bie arts, or even ſometimes in other parts of 


the body, is coagulated into ſtony tophus's and 


nodus 's, and which, in proceſs of time, forms 
therein cancerous and phagadenick ulcers, 
by means of the acrimony and cauſtick qua- 


lity which this ſalt has acquired in calcina- 


tion.” 


What we have hitherto ſaid upon this ar- 
ticle, has a direct regard only to adult pers 


ſons, and is too general to make, accor ing 


thereof to infants, the principal aim of my 
labours, ſeeing their melancholy ſituation in- 
duced me to write this treatiſde. 

A great number of reflections preſent them- 
ſelves of their own accord, which might fur- 


niſh us with a good many obſervations, in 


W 


order to diſcover and make known the hei- 
nouſneſs of the crimes of parents towards 
theſe poor victims; but it is in vain for me 
to attempt extirpating certain inveterate vices, 
and. correcting pernicious cuſtoms,; this is 4 


Work above my abilities, and requires a more 


4 
e, 


than human force. 


It 


to my intention, any particular application 


r I * 9 
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thers and mothers infected with the like 
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It was the opined Gries Plato, and 
all true philoſophers, that moſt w 
cell a Ran is, that of having, * — 
well- conſtituted children. The Lacedemo 
nians condemned to very rigorous punt 
ments the Parents, Whenever their” children 
were of a bad conſtitution, i 
But need we tlie prec be ur aneh Ages 
ſeeing religion, reaſon,” and Even natute fie 
ſelf, preſcribe to us the cate and conferyation 
of our children; laws fo very precious; gentle, 
nd amiable, fceing a principle implantel in 
the inmoſt part of our hearts, cheriſhed by 
our natural fondneſs: and tenderneſs, incel⸗ 
fantly repreſent theſe duties to us. 
However, if we go up to the primary 
cauſe of ſcrophula's, with which infants are 
attacked, it will be found, that very often 
it Is derived from the ori gina conformation, 
that is to fay, it derives Tis origin from fa- 


ven; and this fort of ſcrophula is very hard 
to cure. It is farther certain, that this dif- 
eaſe depends on the firſt food that is given to 
children, which i in fome meaſure i is the fault | 
of arents. | 

hat the cauſe of cold piakotite ſometimes 
des its origin from the primary confor- 
mation, is a thing that cannot be doubted, 
fince we ſeg, every day, gouty perſons beget 
outy children, and phthiſical perſons phthi- 
mul children; ; "oy fince, we ke even {cro- - 
3 


* 3 . 
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phulous perſons give birth to children who 
are very ſoon attacked with this diſorder, 
This appears to us leſs ſenſibly, becauſe 
the greateſt part of infants who are born of 
unſound parents, are cut off in the cradle, or 
at leaſt but ſeldom arrive at an age which 
allows thoſe diſeaſes, of which they have the 
ſeeds in them, to ſhew themſelves 
It may moreover happen, that when the 
leaven of the original conformation ſhall be 
very ſlight, this diſeaſe ſhall be ſurmounted 
by the energick qualities of the milk of a 
good nurſe, and the bad conſtitution reſtored 
to an entire ſoundneſs, by means of good 


food; as we ſometimes ſee happen to infants 


who are purged of their bad humours, by 
the ſtrength and goodneſs of their nurſes's 
milk, which throws them out, by cauſing 


ſcabs to break out on the head, and cruſty 


ulcers on the face, and ſometimes in other 
parts of the body, which diſcharge a great 
deal of virulent matter and impurities, a thing 
that unhappily is very rare; for we find a 
eat many more bad nurſes, that can alter 
he good conſtitution of their nurſlings, than 
- ſuch as are proper to procure them a good and 
firm ſtate of health : and this is likewiſe what 
makes us aſcribe chiefly to nurſes that are 
taken to infants, the moſt general cauſe of 
theſe diſeaſes. | ns 
Not only the bad qualities of the milk of 


nurſes, may give occafion to the diſeaſe in 


queſtion, whether it be that it is too thick, 
3 | viſcous, 
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viſcous, acid, rank; or of ſome other bad 
quality; but a great many other bad foods, 
which they make their nurflings' take, may 
farther occaſion the ſame diſorder, as that of 
the pap, which they give them premature- 
ly, or which is badly prepared; bad fruits, 
bad drinks, or the ſlovenlineſs in which 
ſome people keep their children; all theſe 
things contribute to this diſeaſe, People, 
therefore, ought not to neglect taking care of 
the health of their children in this particular; 
either as to the choice of nurſes; or of food; | | 
or, laſtly, the quality of the milk. On this I 
head may be ſeen what authors ſay, particu- | 
larly Dr. Joubert, phyſician in ordinary to | 
Louis XIII. chancellor of the college of phy- 
lick at Montpellier, in his bock of popular 
errors, as to phyſick, and the regimen of f 
health; Dr. Walter Harris, - phyſician to the | 
king of England, in his treatiſe on acute diſs 
eaſes in children; and Dubois, in his tteatiſe . 
on the king's-evil. They enter into a cir- _ 
cumſtantial detail of all theſe matters, which 
though in appearance of little importance, 
yet for all that are of very great, conſequence. 
In fa, the moſt celebrated authors of 
antiquity, - even the holy ſcriptures, have 
are booked upon this point as ſo conſiderable and 
of eſſential, that they - have treated on it ex-- 

preſſy; they do it in a natural, ſcientifical 
k of method; I cannot forbear giving their own 
. in words, without any alteration: * the child 


ö 
1 


* 
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ſhall be waſhed with warm water, EA fakes, 
” order to render his limbs at the ſame time 

fupple and ſtrong, to dry his fleſh and brain, 
and ſtrengthen his finews. . 

If a nurſe is to be choſen, the ſhould be 
young, of a conſtitution. as little cold and 
moiſt as poſſible, accuſtomed to labour, and 
little eating, enured to cold and heat, and of 
good morals : I fay, to be choſen ; for, ac- 
cording to reaſon and the opinion of all 
loſophers, it ought to be the mother who 
ſhould undertake this tafk, if her health and 
ſtrength permit, being thereto obliged by na- 
ture, which has for thofe ends given her 
milk in her breaſts; after the example of 
beaſts, by a fondneſs and jealouſy which ſhe 
ought to have for her young, who receive 
very great damage from change of food, it 
poſſibly happening that ſtrangers may be very 
unſound, and of a temperament quite con- 
trary to the firſt, being only mothers by 
halves: What is this imperfect and half- 
kind of mother contrary to nature l that 
ſhe ſhould have brought forth, and directly 
thrown away the child from her, that ſhe 
ſhould feed in her womb with her own blood 
I know not what ſhe had not feen; and not 
feed with her milk what ſhe fees now living, 
now a man child, and now imploring the 
friendly offices of a mother ?” Let its food, be- 
ſides the breaſt, be goat's milk, or rather 


butter, which is the more ſubtile and aerial 


part 
bd Aul. Gell. 1. 1 . 
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rt of milk, boiled with. ſome honey, and 
2 little ſalt, which are things very proper for 
both body and mind, according to the rules 
of all philoſophers and great phyſicians, greek 
and jewiſh ; Butter rp honey ſhall he eat, 
that he may know to refuſe the evil, and 
chuſe the good. The quality of milk or but- 
ter is very temperate, and it yields good 
nouriſhment ; the dryneſs of honey and ſalt, 
abſorbs the two great moiſture of the brain, 
and diſpoſes it to wiſdom. 

In fine, infants ought to be, by degrees, 
accuſtomed” and hardened to the air, to heat 
and cold; a thing which need not be dread- 
ed, ſeeing in the North oy waſh new-born 
infants in cold water, and nd find them 
very well after it. 

1 will Eniſh this article upon the milk of 
the nurſe, by ſaying, that it muſt be of a 
good conſiſtence, neither too fluid, nor too 
tenacious; thick, clammy, or fatty milk, 
fills too much a newborn infant, and does 
not give ſufficient energy to the ſolids; 'and 
cops their ſyſtaltick force. In a word, the 
favour of milk, in order to be laudable and 
wholeſome, ſhould taſte like walnuts or ſweet 
almonds, and be a little ſweet ; that which is 
inſipid, acid, ſalt, rank, or of any other 
taſte but the firſt, ſhould be tejected as 
prejudicial, The good taſte of milk carries 
along with it a good ſmell, together with 
lente TY to the axiom, quod nu- 

a 2 trit 
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trit dulce eſſe debet, that which is nouriſhing 
ought to be ſweet. 

But . there is a very important queſtion. to 
be decided, or at leaſt cleared up; to wit, 
whether ſcrophulous ulcers have an immedi. 
ate relation and connexion with the pox, or 
whether they be a particular ſpecies of it, or 
ſome of the ſymptoms and conſequences of 
an univerſal pox. The moſt celebrated au- 
thors are divided on this head ; and the moſt 
generally received opinion, at this day, is the 
affirmative. However, we have given above 
the antecedent cauſes, both internal and ex- 
ternal, of the king's- evil, very far differing 
from thoſe of the pox. But, without devia- 
ting from our opinion, we may ſay that, tho 
the ſcrophulous virus be different from the 
pocky, and tho' one may have each of theſe 
diſeaſes ſeparately, however theſe two virus's 
tho' diſtin, are very analogous, and have a 

reat affinity with each other, eſpecially in 
ney: ſcrophula's: and we may fay, in 
this caſe, that the ſcrophulous virus partakes 
of the pocky virus. That which confirms 
me in this opinion is, that one may ſee that 
thoſe who have had venereal diſeaſes, have 
ſcrophulous children ; and that the children 
born before the parents were infected, are not 
attacked by the king's-evil. This alſo proves, 
that the ſalt that can produce the king's- 
evil is of a like nature with that of the pox, 
differing only at certain times in quality; 
which quality * and becomes like * 
0 
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of the pocky virus, by means of the motion 
and action of the ferment; and this occaſions 
its deſiccation and calcination ; and both theſe 
are fomented and ob by the pocky 
virus, and cauſes this alteration, like the lea- 
ven that is made of a piece of paſte, and be- 
coming ſour, communicates its virtue to a 
maſs of the like matter. 

It ſeems by this, that it may be id, in a 


certain ſenſe, that every one of us has, in 


ſome meaſure, the ſeeds of a ſcrophulous lea - 


ven; that is to ſay, that the falt, ſulphur, 
and mercury, which neceſſarily enter into the 


compoſition: of each individual, are mild, be- 
nign, and ſalutary, and that they are the cauſe 


of our conſervation, when a happy barmony 


reigns among them; and that on this har- 
mony, and their union according to nature, 
depend our life and health; whereas when 


this economy is out of order, by ſome ex- 
traneous and heterogeneous cauſe, they are 
ſoured, become acid, acrid, and pungent, 


cauſe diſeaſes, and at laſt death. 
By means of this ſimple and natural philo- 


ſophy, {tripped of ſwolen words and uncom- 


mon phraſes, one may very fully explain the 
opinion of Vanhelmont, that celebrated che- 
miſt, which ſome libertines of our day have 
pretended to turn into ridicule, that the 
changes, convulſions, or powerful- contrac- 
tions, which are cauſed i in the parts of our 
bodies, depend on the archeus; that is to ſay, 
on the principle born with each animal, to 
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produce and regulate all the actions compe- 
tent to its particular ſpecies: ſo that this 
principle conceiving a melancholy idea, as it 
were, of the inconveniency that is ſuperin- 
_ duced on the machine which it ſhould regu- 
late, 1s irritated, is enraged, and puts ey 
thing in commotion, if it be not ſpeedily ap- 
peaſed. PN 
Diagnoſtick. A benign ſcrophula is known 
by its being ſuperficial, by not breaking out 
much in the ſkin, by not changing the co- 
lour thereof; and when handled, there are 
only felt ſome ſwolen glands, not very hard, 
moveable, without adheſion or pain, and by 
its not being accompanied with any of the 
troubleſome ſymptoms which we have men- 
tioned. The malignant king's-evil ſhews it- 
ſelf by the bigneſs of the tumour, its hardneſs 
and adheſion, by the livid or red colour that 
comes on, by the pain that is felt therein, by 
the callouſneſs of the edges of the ulcer re- 
ſulting therefrom ; and when it comes to a 
_ -Jſuppurafion, by its obſtinacy againſt the effi- 
caey of remedies, and the fatal ſymptoms 
that accompany it. We find that all the dif: 
eaſes of which we have been ſpeaking, ac- 
knowledge a ſcrophulous virus for their cauſe, 
when we know that the parents have had 
venereal diſeaſes, or when they, or their other 
children, have either been, or are now at- 
tacked with the king's-evil; or when the 
_ perſons affected have lived with ſcrophulous 
| perſons; or when their diſeaſe is companies 
| _ L 
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with ſwolen and hard glands in the neck, 
zrm-pits, and groins, or with cold tumours 
in other parts of the bod. 
 Prognoſiichk. The benign or fimple king's- 
evil, may be cured in the beginning by pro- 
remedies, eſpecially if it attack the con- 
globate glands, if moveable, ſuperficial, and 
not very hard: that which attacks the joints, 
tendons, ligaments, and the bones that are 
near the large veſſels, or compreſs the tra- 
chæa, the œſophagus, is very troubleſome and 
hard to cure: the internal king's-evil is a 
great deal more dangerous than the external, 
for no remedy can be immediately applied 
thereto z and when it comes to an abſceſs, it 
is mortal. It may be ſaid, that there is no 
chronical diſeaſe which is more dangerous, 
and leſs ſubje& to. the efficacy of remedies, 
than the malignant king's-evil; it is com- 

monly the plague of the perſons afflicted with 
it, and the reproach of phyſicians: it is, 
however, more or leſs troubleſome, accord- 
ing to the progreſs it has made, the parts it 
attacks, and the temperament of: the pati- 
ents: it does great havock in ſuch as, are bi- 
lious or melancholy. The tartarous mole- 
culæ, with which their blood is impregnated, 
uniting with the ſcrophulous virus, render it 
ſtill more corroſive, capable of producing a 
caries in the bones, and cauſing fiſtulous or 
cancerous ulcers. The king's-evil, accom- 
panied with the troubleſome diſeaſes which 
we have- already mentioned, admit at moſt 
E X 4 - nl 
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but of a palliative cure; that which is here. 
ditary, or fomented by the vitiouſneſs of the 
humours in a cacochymical conſtitution, does 
not yield but with a great deal of difficulty, 
and often, after being cured in ane place, it 
breaks out with greater fury in another, 
When it diſappears of itſelf, it is very much 
to be dreaded ; the ſcrophulous virus mixin 
again with the blood, does not fail to throw 
itſelf upon the lungs, the meſentery, or ſome 
other viſcus, and to cauſe internal abſceſſes, a 
flow fever, or ſome other fatal accident. An 
ulcerous king's-evil is harder to cure than 
that which is not ſo; if it become fiſtulous 
or cancerous, it is very obſtinate, and hard to 
Cure, | | N 


A general cure for the king'*s-evil. 

All the remedies in general which multi- 
ply the natural ſpirits, and augment their 
force, purify the blood, and ſoften the hu- 
mours, are ſovereign remedies for preventing 
and curing theſe ulcers : but in order to give 
a proper method for this cure, and ſhey the 
particular and ſpecifick remedies, we will 
farther add, that as this cure depends upon 
removing, or at leaſt diminiſhing the nitrous 
ſalt which has been gathered together be- 
yond meaſure in our natural balſam, this ſalt 
being the only antecedent cauſe of this diſ- 
order, we mult firſt of all begin by following 
a proper regimen, and only uſing mild food, 
that contains but little falt, and little tarta- 
3 rous 
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tous excrements, of eaſy digeſtion, and ſpi- 
titous; and afterwards purging every full 
moon, either with our antimonial powder 
of Grimaldi's, from twelve to fifteen or thirty 
grains, according to the age and temperament 
of the patient; or with the prepared and 
precipitated mercury with rectified oil of 
vitriol, or oil of ſulphur, by cohobating three 
or four times the diſtillation, which muſt af- 


terwards be thoroughly edulcorated by ſeveral | 


repeated lotions made with common, ſoft, 


and clear water, until the whole acrimony, 


and tincture of the oil of vitriol, or ſulphur, 


be taken away. The doſe is' to be from 
twelve to fifteen grains, incorporated with 


conſerve of roſes. If, before precipitating 
your mercury, you make an amalgama with 
pure gold, and fix it, or at leaſt coagulate it 


with mineral oils, as we have already ſhewn, 


the remedy will become more powerful, and 
the purging more ſalutary. One may, if the 
indication Tequire it, let blood of the patient, 
in proportion to his preſent ſtate, his age, 
and ſtrength, either before or after the purge. 
This method is excellent and ſufficient; 

when a perſon. can patiently wait the cure 
which nature herſelf accompliſhes, when ſhe 
is aſſiſted by the regimen and remedies which 
we have ſhewn : but when the cure of the 
diſeaſe is preſſing, and one wants to be deli- 
vered from it, before it make conſiderable 
and ſudden progreſs, before the ulcers be- 
come large, numerous, and very apparent 46 | 
| _ ae 
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the parts of the body expoſed to view; and 
28, by reaſon of one's 2 and affairs, he 

zs obliged to appear in publick, and is afraid 


of the ſhame which the diſeaſe occaſions 


from the diſguſt it gives, and the apprehen- 


ſion of the conſequences which thoſe are un- 


der, who know that we are attacked with it, 
we mutt, in this caſe, proceed to the cure by 
a ſpeedier way, but with the ſame remedies, 
and upon the ſame principles. Wherefore 
following the ſame regimen, and uſing the 
ſame food, which we have ſhewn above, the 

Patient is to be purged, three days running, 
with the purge already mentioned, either our 
golden pills, or our mercury precipitated 
with oil of vitriol or ſulphur ; after which is 
to be applied upon the ulcer, or the part af- 
fected, when it is not open, and the ulcer 


has not broke outwardly, a plaiſter made of 


Paracelſus 's magnetick ointment, the compo- 
fition of which is this: 

Take of orpiment and arſenick together 
one ounce; ſulphur and crude antimony pow- 
dered, an ounce of each; the whole mixed 

tog ether : you ſhall put it into a glaſs veſſel 
— to diff olve and digeſt on the fire for a 


ood hour; take it off the fire after this, and 


let it cool. You will have a black and ſhi- 
ning mals, which is what Io call the arſe- 
nical magnet of Paracelſus: ta 


this compoſition, and having reduced it to a 
fine powder, or an alcohol, you will put it 


to the — of arb, of which you ſhall 
make 


e an ounce of 


— . cv, r eee 
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make a marvelous and ſovereign plaiſter, to 
remove and root out, without pain or danger, 
all ſorts of ſcrophula's, whether ulcerated or 
not, yet ſtill nodous and tophaceous, and that 


in the ſpace of a month or ſix weeks. When 


all the king's- evil is removed, the wound muſt 


be healed up and cicatrized; and to bring 


part to its natural ſtate, you mutt apply there- 
to ſome of our ſolar balſam, and likewiſe 


purge the patient, from time to time, with 


* 


our golden pills. 


But our genuine and perfect philoſophical 


quinteſſences, will perform the cure in a much 
gentler, ſhorter, and more compleat manner. 
Thoſe which are ſpecificks for this diſeaſe, 
may be taken from theſe three ſpecies of the 
animal kingdom, the quinteſſences of human 
blood, thoſe of deer's fleſh, and thoſe of 

wolf's fleſh. Thoſe of the vegetable king- 


dom are of poppy, centaury, comfrey, the 
birth-worts, figwort, and hellebore. And 


thoſe of the mineral kingdom, are the mar- 
caſites of gold, of orpiment, and antimony. 
Laſtly, thoſe of mercury, nitre, and common 
ſalt, taken inwardly, or applied outwardly. 
As to all theſe quinteſſences, not only how 
to make them accurately, but to uſe them 


_ falutarily, ſee La myrothecie ſpagirique of 
Peter- John Fabre, a phyſician of the faculty 
at Montpellier, I. 1, 2, and 3. All theſe 


quinteſſences we will give in a particular 
chapter, i 
& | Of 
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Of all theſe quinteſſences, the greateſt ſ pe- 
cifick againſt the king's-evil, is that of mer- 
cury, eſpecially if thereto be added a little 


of the quinteſſence of human blood, and like- 


wiſe of the oil of gold, if one will: but with- 
out theſe excellent additions, the oil or quin- 
teſſence of mercury, prepared according to 
art, with a good and true ſpirit of ſalt, ani- 
mated with the alcohol of wine, and the 
pure ſolar ſpirit, is highly valuable: our neu- 
tral ſalt is alſo a ſpecifick in this diſeaſe ; we 
ſhall give it hereafter, when we come to 

treat of our particular method. This alt 


ſurpaſſes all others, in correcting and deſtroy. 


ing, without bad ſymptoms and danger, all 
the corruption and ſurcharge of humours, 
with their preternatural exceſs of ſalt, of what 
nature and kind ſoever, and at the ſame time 
in blunting the acrimony of that which re- 
mains behind. This admirable ſalt repairs the 
_ decays of nature, removes diſorders, cures 
diſeaſes, conſolidates wounds, and cicatriſes 
ulcers, in a manner, as to be the moſt ſove- 


reign, the moſt infallible, and moſt ſpecifick 
remedy in nature, for effecting a compleat 


and perfect cure of the ſcrophula, either re- 
cent or inveterate, ulcerated or not ulcerated. 
Let us at preſent, before we come to our 
particular method, examine the ſcrophulous 
diſorders that have hitherto been obſerved, 
with the remedies uſed for them; and let us 


chuſe among them ſuch as have been ima- 


gined to be the beſt, and which have _ 
the 


C0 
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the moſt ſhare of reputation; to be able to 
make a juſt parallel, and to determine in our 
favour, and conſequently in favour of the 


publick, ſince it is from the preference and 
uſe of theſe remedies alone, patients ought 


to expect a quick, an eaſy, and a radical cure. 


An ARTNTSEuN 


Cimtaining the practice of the ancients 40 
moderns, with the remedies uſed for the 
cure of the ſcrophula and cold humours. 


Galen, in the third bock of his method, 
recommends, for the cure of this diſeaſe, the 
uſe of the theriaca, tanſy, ambroſia, water- 


calamint: theſe remedies; cannot fail of be- 
ing very good, as coming from the hands' of 
lo great a maſter ; but they are far from be- 


ing ſuthcient for the cure of a diſeaſe ſo ob- 


ſtinate and ſtubborn as the inveterate ſcro- 
phula; we need remedies more active, and 
more vigorous, for cleaning the prime vie, 
and clearing the fluids, charged with ſcro- 
phulous ſalts and ferments. 


Avicenna would have an abſtinence ada 
ved from all groſs foods, recommends living 
ſoberly, not drinking cold liquors, but mode- 
rately of good wine, aluminous and arne 
rated waters. 


Arnoldus de Villa Nova: adviſes als the 


uſe of mineral waters, chiefly thoſe that taſte 


of tartar ; the neceſſity of purging the hu- 


mours downwards, and diſcharging them 
1 ſometimes 


- ——— ——ñññ̃ — ———— ô— are ME EIT 


of a ſcruple. 
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ſometimes by bleeding, as is found needful 
the uſe of diureticks, for, evacuating the ſu- 


rfluous ſerofities by urine z the uſe of re. 


folvents, which rarify the humours, as tur. 


bith and ginger ; he beſides recommends the 
root of figwort in powder, given in the doſe 


| Rhaſ—is, a bold practitioner of his time, uſed 


perhaps with too much confidence; and in 
too large a doſe, carduus, ivy, the pills of 


agarick and the greater hermodactil. 


Guy de Chauliac, who is of the opinion 


of Avicenna and Raymund Lully, propoſes, 


on his own authority, the decoctions of fig- 


wort, dropwort, burnet, hawkweed, and red- 
cabbage, of each two handfuls, chopped and 
boiled for ſome hours, in white-wine, to half 
the quantity, adding a fufficient quantity of 
virgin honey, for the patient to take, every 
three days, a doſe of between five and fix 
Planis Campy, a good chemift, but who 
perhaps is chargeable with a neglect of the 


other eſſential parts of phyſick, and of in- 
forming himſelf duly of the animal œcoOmy, 
in order to underſtand the true cauſe of the 
diſorder, aſcribes the cauſe of ſcrophulous tu- 
. mours, to an humour diſtilling from the 


brain; this explication is too general, and 


ſays not enough of the matter. 
But if Planis Campy underſtood not the 


ſource of the diſorder, he yet underſtood its 


doubtleſs 


nature, and the proper remedies for it, which 


3 
> 
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Joubtleſs is the moſt eſſential thing. This 
chemiſt recommends, for the cure ” ſero 
phula's, his mercurius vitæ, which | 
u pwards and downwards, and provokes ſweat, 
and which is a good remedy, when well pre- 
pared and ordered by an able artiſt ; for we 
have ſeen ſome quacks of our days, who, 
under the veil of myſtery, would make a ſe. 
cret of this remedy, and pretend to make 
their fortune by it. They ' have indeed 
uſed it ſo indiſcretely, as often to have cauſed 

very fatal effects to the patients. Let this be 


 faid, in paffage, to ſhew the little dependence 


there is to be made on theſe: people of ow 
tended ſecrets, who, for the ey 

mage old muſty books for ſome * 4 ĩ— 

which they fail not to ſpoil in the very com- 
poſition, and who without ehoice, VAR 

tkill, without art, diſcernment, and ex 
ence, make uſe of them indiſcriminately, and 


commit, in ſome meaſure, an aſſaſſinate u 
the poor patients, previouſly. drawing their 


money from them, having the precaution to 
exact upon them before-hand. And after 
this, can any one be diſpleaſed with "ue | 
M. Aftruc ſays of ſuch people. 

It is not only in France that theſe vermin 
are produced, they are the growth of every 
age, and of every country; and I cannot for- 
bear relating here what Dr. Walter Harris 
fays of them, in his treatiſe of venereal diſ- 
cafes, printed at London in 1705. With 
reſpect, ſays he, to theſe impoſtors, who, 

without 
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without knowledge, and under favour of 

ſome pretended ſecret, promiſe, by an eaf 
and compendious method, an infallible cure; 
I cannot help thinking ſuch fellows deſerve a a 


good ſound cudgelling, rather than to be treat. 


ed with the ceremony and formality of argu- 
ment, and to have the authority: of the ma- 


oiſtrate employed againſt them, to inflict the 


miſhments they juſtly merit; as fitter for a 
lter, in quality of publick inſulters, than 
to be oppoſed by ſolid reaſons, and the force 
of decifive arguments. F | 
| But let us return to Planis Campy ; ; he pro- 
poſes the ſalt of guiajac, the magiſtery of tar- 
tar, the fixed flowers of antimony, the be- 
zoar mineral, ſolar, jovial, and mercurial. In 
fine, this author, after having deſcribed, in 


his manner, the means of deſtroying the an- 


\ 


tecedent cauſe, which gives riſe to, and fo- 
ments the ſcrophula, and the method of re- 


moving the concomitants, gives an ample 


deſcription of ſeveral good remedies, ſuch as 
the quinteſſence of pearls, a ſudorific ptiſan, 
his mercurius vitæ, his panacea of ſulphur, or 
cinnabar of antimony, and other remedies, 


which may be ſeen in this author, and which 


it would be too tedious and unuſeful to te- 
late here, as his book is pwbliſhed, and in 
every body's hands. 

Others employ, for the cure of this dif. 
eaſe, calcined pumice-ſtone, crabs-eyes, co- 
rals, diaphoretick antimony, the anti-hectick 
of Poterius, and the like abſorbents. Some, 


with 


— 


9 
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with a view of ſweetening the blood and 
ymph, of rendering them more fluid, and 
removing the obſtructions of the meſentery, 
recommend twenty drops of a volatile, aro- 
matic, oily ſpirit, or the ſame quantity of an- 
timony, in a glaſs of the decoction of the 
woods every morning for two months, Scul- 
tetus greatly eſteems the electuary made with 
the powder of lizard and honey, to be taken 
every morning, for two months, the quantity 
of a nutmeg. Neuſneieux orders, as a ſpeci- 
fick, the decoction of the root of ſwallow- 
wort, to be continued, according to this au- 
thor, for a long time; others, viper broths. 
Gabriel Fallopine commends the root of the 
ſmaller holly in powder, and taken in wine 


in the doſe of a dram, with ten grains of the 


powder of the root of the iris or flower-de- 
ys, for forty days together. 
Mr. Boyle commends the plant called pa- 


ronychia, or mountain-knot-graſs, infuſed in 
ſmall-beer, and taken for ſome days; Za- 


cutus Luſitanus, the unguent made with the 
root of briony ; M. Didier is for bathing and 
mercurial frictions, in ſmall doſes, at proper 
intervals, In fine, I ſhould never have done, 
were J to recite the ſeveral opinions, the dif- 
ferent remedies, and the different methods, 
that have been practiſed and uſed for this 

diſtemper: but that which was moſt in vogue 


and reputation in France, and eſpecially at 


Paris, is a preparation of diaphoretick anti- 
mony, known under the name of Routrou's 
Y | powder, 
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powder, a ſurgeon of St. Cyr, who fir Sue 
uſed it, or at leaſt revived its uſe, and which ple © 
_ conſiſts of the aurifick tincture of Baſil Va- with 
lentine, the aurifick elixir, the great reſol. matec 
vent of Paracelſus, the alkaheſt of Vanhel. plaiſts 
mont, the alkali of the ſieur Routrou, and WI quant 
the paſte or purging pill; which can only go Wl pittle 
down with the ignorant, by means of the plaiſt 
pompous names of great authors, with which camo 
Routrou has thought fit to adorn his remedy; ret 
for as M. Aſtruc very judiciouſly remarks, Tl 


this remedy, like moſt others, which gain for are 


| ſome time the greateſt elogies of the credu- MW !0us | 


lous and prejudicated publick, has more re- rat 
putation than real good effect. Its compoſi. Ml that 
tion, and the manner of uſing it, are ſo ex- an 
actly deſcribed in Aſtruc and Col de Villar, 
that I forbear charging this treatiſe with 


them. . ſome 
| 3 to ſu 
External remedies. Nen 

It is certain, that the external remedies A 
proper in ſcrophula's ſhould tend to their cont 
reſolution, their conſumption, or extirpation; to ki 
but what extraordinary. and inhuman me- ut 
thods are not uſed to accompliſh this.? I for- ther 
bear rehearſing them all, as they cauſe too i mof 
much horror; the knife, the fire, all are uſed 'Tis 
therein, and very often unſucceſsfully, the WW Ent 
patient expiring amidſt racking tortures. 1 Bm prob 
will here draw the vail, and confine myſelf, I tte. 


in general to relate ſimply ſome of the beſt phy 


remedies which may be reaſonably * 4 
T uch 


7 
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Such are reſolutives, the diabotanum ſim- 
ple or mercurified, the emplaiſter of Vigo 
with mercury, the emplaiſter diachilon gum- 
| WH mated, malaxed with equal parts of the em- 
|. WH pliſter of mucilage, and mixed with an equal 
4 Wl quantity of quickfilver, extinguiſhed with 
o MI fpittle, and a little philoſophical oil, the em- 
x Wl plaiſter of Nuremberg, the aromatick wine, 
þ camomile, melilot, and a little ſal armoniac, 
or reſolutive cataplam e. 
The ableſt phyſicians and ſurgeons are 
zgreed, that when there are many ſcrophu- 
lous tumours, neither impoſtumated, nor ul- 
cerated, that it is dangerous to apply topicks; 
that by intending to reſolve them, the great 
quantity of virulent humours, which cauſe 
them, would be forced back into the maſs of 
blood; which would not fail to bring on 
ſome uneaſy ſymptom : or though they came 
to ſuppuration, the ulcers reſulting would be 
. of very difficult cure. 3, 4 
'Tis for this reaſon, the moſt prudent are 
content to apply raw wool freſh clipp'd, and 
to keep them very warm; and it is not with- 
out example, that by this means alone, toge- 
ther with the uſe of internal remedies, the 
moſt conſiderable ſcrophula's have been cured, 
'Tis only, therefore, after trying theſe inno- 
cent remedies, and that they are obſerved to 
prove unſucceſsful, that we may venture to 
attempt the reſolution, when we ſee the ſcro- 
phula's are diſpoſed to ſuppuration. Here 
Matt „ follow 
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follow the unguents, which are uſed for that 
purpoſe. 
Laake of oil of Wan and myrtle, of each 
half an ounce; unguentum martiatum, an 
ounce; of mercury killed with flowers of 
ſulphur, æthiops mineral, ſix drams; mix the 
whole well; or take an emplaiſter of meli 
lot, viper⸗ fat, and oil of camomile, of each 
equal parts, which muſt be melted together. 
Rulandus, in his centuries, extols the em- 
plaſtrum diaſulphuris; Borellits conimend; 
the oil of toads; Aquapendente that of lau- 
rel, ceruſs, roch- alum and brandy. There 
are many authors who are for the ſy mipathe- 
tick remedies, or amulets of an occult virtue, 
ſuch as the roots of ſharp-pointed dock wore 
about the patient s neck, creſs- ſeed, the 
burnt hoof of an afs, the aſhes of weaſl 
mixed with the caſt: ſkin of a ſerpent, &c. 
Tf theſe remedies do no good, they can do 
no harm ; but one muſt be extremely filly 
to pay any regard to ſuch trumpery. 
3 have elſewhere ſaid, that figwort was 
good in a cataplaſi; but I ſet bounds 
to myſelf on this head, that I may not ſtuff 
this treatiſe with uſcleſs cataplaſms and em- 
plaiſters. As to that of Muſitanus, he pro- 
vega it as the moſt efficacious remedy for 
ringing to maturation, not only ſerophulas 
but even all ſorts of tumours; whatever be 
in that, here it follows: 
Take three pounds of common ol, mike 
it boil to the conſumption of the humidity; ; 
2 
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the roots of pond-reeds and white- lilies clean- 
ez, and ſhred ſmall or pounded, of each three 
ounces ; roots of althæa, an ounce and a half; 
rain the decoction, and add ceruſs to it in 
fine powder, three ounces, prepared tutty 
half an ounce: boil the mixture to the con- 
iſtence of an emplaiſter, ſtirring it continu- 
ally with a ſpatula ;. afterwards melt therein 
three ounces of wax, and the veſſel being off 
the fire, mix in two drams of black balſam 
of Peru. 

When ee tumours : are Sy Ls 
bly inflamed, and become very painful, an 
emollient and anodyne cataplaſm is applied. 
When the whole is reſolved, and without 
hardneſs, tis here the tragedy begins; I mean 
the inhuman and painful treatment; the ab- 
ſceſs is opened, if any gland remains therein, 
whether the pus could not conſume it, or 
whether the tumour: qpened too ſoon of it- 
ſelf; the cauſtic is applied, or trochiſks of 
fublimate. And as it is with reaſon appre- 
hended, that theſe glands keep up a com- 
munication with the blood and lymphatic 
refſels, and that they ſupply a ſaline lympha, 
which would prevent the cicatriſing of the 
ulcer, and render it fiſtulous, care is taken to 
conſume them all: the cauſtic is uſed, the 
eſchar is cut to the quick, in order to apply 
a like emplaiſter to it, and this is continued 
till all is conſumed; then the eſchar i is made 
to drop off with a digeſtive, or .freſh butter; 
the ulcer is deterged with unguentum apoſto- 

3 | lorum, 
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lorum, and balſam Darcus ; after this, a mun- 
dificative of parſley is uſed. 
In order to carry away the ſerophulous 
glands, the ſkin is laid bare at the firſt ag 
deep as the gland, by means of the cauſtick; 
an inciſion is made upon it with the lancet, 
and two or three trochiſks of corroſive ſubli. 
mate, 5 in the following manner, arc 
applie 5 | | Z 7 
Take of corroſive ſublimate, an ounce; 
opium, dried upon an iron plate, half an 
ounce; make a powder, to be incorporated 
in a ſufficient quantity of mucilage, and gum 
tragacanth, and form a maſs, of which you 
_ make trochiſks of the ſize of a ſmall 
all. =O N | 1 Sti 
The trochiſk is left on for twelve or fifteen 
hours; after ſome days. the gland ſhould 
come to maturation, and turn black; if it is 
not ſufficiently burnt, there is ftill made an- 
other inciſion till it bleeds, and a freſh tro- 
chifk is applied, which compleats the de- 

ſtruction of all the ligaments of the gland. 
When the glands are burnt, we commonly 
wait till they detach or ſeparate by ſuppura- 
tion, without forcibly pulling them away; 
this is the reaſon of dreſſing the ulcer with 
baſilicon, and emplaſtrum de mucilagine over 
it; if there is an inflammation, an emollient 
cataplaſm is applied. After the gland drops 
dut, the ulcer. is deterged with mundifica- 
ftt:ves of parſley; the proud and ſuperfluous 
fleſh is conſumed with the lapis — 
4 f 0 
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beds by cauſtics, or the knife, ſays M. Col. 
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the red precipitate, or burnt alum, to deſtroy 
both root and branch. At each dreſſing the 
part ſhould be waſhed with a deterſive water 
and wine. 

If ſome humidity ſtill weeps from the | 
the part, it is dried up with a little æthiops 
mineral mixed with pompholyx, laying over 
an emplaſtrum de "FINE quatruplicatum, with 
mereurye” _ | 

Independentiy of theſe methods, Which 1 
have juſt related, as the moſt perfect, and 
which are practiſed and in uſe at this day; 
there is another which ſome practitioners ob- 
ſerve; I ſhall rehearſe it very ſummarily, 
and thereby the reader will be fully inſtructed, 
and in caſe to decide, which is the beſt me- 


' thod, and which Nini are the moſt ſalu- 


tary, moſt efficacious, and leſs dangerous. 
This method for extirpating the Tre! 
Jous glands, confiſts in making a longitudinal 


| incifion upon the tumour, and ſkeilfully, with 
a ſcalpel, to detach the gland and its ſcirrhus, 


in order to extirpate them, obſerving not to 
hurt the veſſels and nerves. When an ar- 
tery, any thing conſiderable, happens to be 
opened, a ligature is made upon it; if the 
artery be but ſmall, tis enough to apply a 
button of vitriol, or to compreſs it. 

I finiſh this diſcuſſion, with relating IN 
obſervations of Mefl. Col. de Villars and Am- 
broſe Pareus made thereon. - 

This method of extirpating ſcrophulous 


4 de 
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de Villars, is dangerous, when ** FRY 
la's are found faſtened to the aſpera arteria, 
or upon. the tendons, or near ſome large vel- 
ſels, bad fymptoms may enſue. | 
Though M M. Col de Villars, Whoſe very 
| words 1 have juſt recited, be a man of abi. 
lities, yet I find him too cold and indifferent 
with reſpect to the method of violent cau- 
ſtics, inciſions, and amputations, operations 
ever cruel, highly eue often uncer- 
tain and unuſeful. 

Ambroſe Pareus, a prudent and great pn 
titioner, is not for laying open ſcrophulous 


1 tumours, .and particularly upon the firſt ap- 


pearance of pus; and he gives this reaſon, 
and ſhews the uſeleſneſs of this method, and 
the injury it cauſes to the cure. It is cer- 
tain, ſays he, that the laying bare the part, 

revents the reſt to ſuppurate; on the con- 
trary, the little pus, which is in the wound, 
not being diſcharged, ſurpriſingly promotes 
the ſuppuration of the matter which remains 
at the bottom of the abſceſs, or which is not 
yet ſuppurated ; and he further ſays, very 


ſenſibly, that if this abſceſs be laid open be- 


fore all the matter is turned to pus, the na- 
tural heat is evaporated by the diſſipation of 
the ſpirits, and the acceſs of the air. Theſe 
reflections are very judicious and maſtery, 
and cannot be enough commended. 
M. Dubois, who certainly underſtood the 
matter we are upon, and who moreover had 
a courſe of great experience, is of the ſame 


opinion | 
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opinion with Pareus; and he adds, that the 
opening of ſcropbuls' does an nothing pro- 
mote their cure, A e 
with inciſive inſtru ments. 

This doctrine is founded upon chat of 


Hippocrates, who inſtructs us that the cold 


air is hurtful to wounds:ingeneral; TR 


confirmed to us by experience. e 
As to the topicks thought proper in ſero- 


phula's, they are uf too keeble an aid, un- 


leſs internals, ſuch as we ſhall direct in our 
method, have preceded. 

In effect, to what: wrt is it to lj open 
ſerophula's, to teaze and disfigure a patient, 
in other reſpects unhappy enough? Scro- 
phula's come to open ſufficiently of them- 
ſelves ; it is true that, ſometimes, the ouver- 
tures, which happen naturally, are very ſmall; 
and that only the more fluid is diſ- 


charged, and "that, without opening them by 


art, and laying bare the bottom of the ulcers, 
the topical remedies, proper to mundify 
them, cannot im mediatcly be applied, nor 


the ligature of the [glands be performed, 


when ſeparated and diſtinct, to accelerate the 
cure; but it cannot be too often repeated, that 
this extremity of method ſhould not be tried 


till after having deſtroyed the antecedent 


cauſe, by the means of our remedies; that 
done, it will be very eaſy to remove the 
concomitants of the ulcerated parts, in ſpite 
of the N gi of the 205 Ie? 


This 
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This matter is of that importance, and 1 
would throw ſuch light upon it, | that I can- 
not help repeating ſome things; yet I will 
not deny, that my oppoſition to inciſions 

may, in ſome caſes, be a bar to a radical 
cure, | . E SIIOQUT1HLS 
In effect, there are ſometimes found ſcro- 
phulous abſceſſes, when good internal reme- 
dies have not been ſeaſonably enough ad- 
miniſtered, where the corroſive matter has 
made itſelf a paſſage through one or more 
apertures, which render the ulcer fiſtulous, 
and where the ſkin encompaſſing the aper- 
tures of the ulcers, is livid, of a leaden and 
dead hue; I own, that it is then to the pur- 
poſe to extirpate all this uſeleſs dead ſkin, and | 
tinctured with a bad juice, the better to mun- 
dify the ulcers, incarnate and cicatriſe them. 
But once more, a judicious diſtinction muſt 
be made on the nature and ſituation of theſe 
ulcers; for if they are attended with calloſi- 
ties, are ſituated on the confines of the joints, 
or very near them, the ouvertures made by 
art, far from ſuiting their cure, often rankle 
and irritate them, and retard the progreſs of 
their cure, and therefore are to be avoided. 
I am perſuaded that the purulent matter of 
ſcrophula's is highly acrid and corroſive, and 
that by its ſtay it can induce a change on the 
moſt ſolid parts themſelves : but that matter, 
of what nature ſoever it be, does it make a 

leſs progreſs after the inciſions, for laying 
open the ulcers, and dilating all their * 
Jo, 


gone upon, without the advice of an abl, 
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No, experience is on the other ſide ; for there 
are caſes wherein, by being obſtinately bent 


to come at the heart of the evil, enormous 


ouvertures muſt be made, which only put the 


patient to pain, and retard the cure. 


And thus I cannot forbear perfiſting' 6 
blame the uſe of amputations, inciſions, and all 


the other operations of the knife, in the cure 


of ſcrophula's, except in extreme caſes where 


ve cannot be off them; caſes certainly very 


rare: nor ſhould ever theſe operations be 


; # 


To ſhew of what importance it is to avoid, 


as much as poflible, the making theſe inci- 


fions and amputations, we need only attend 
of what conſequence it is to preſerve the 
glands, and their indiſpenſable neceſſity in 


the animal economy ; whether we allow of 


the ſyſtem of the filtrations or ſecretions of 


the juices in the glands, or of any other. 


We obſerve in the bodies of animals, a 
great variety of juices of a different nature, 


the blood, lymph, ſpittle, the ſtomachick, 


the inteſtinal, the pancreatick juices, the fat, 
the bile, and many others. The blood by 


much ſurpaſſes all the others in quantity, and 
it is that which produces them: each of theſe 


liquors is ſeparated from the blood in par- 
ticular organs, which bear the name of 
glands; and the ſeparation of each of theſe 
liquors from the reſt of the blood, has been 
called ſecretion by anatomiſts. This ſecre- 
” ._ 
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tion ſuppoſes two conditions, one on the pact 
of the blood, which ſhould contain parts fit 


to be ſeparated; the other, on the part of the 


organ; which ſhould be diſpoſed in a man- 
ner, as to let paſs certain parts of the maſs of 
blood, and refuſe paſſage to others. But 


whatever be in this hypotheſis, let us retum 


to the glands. _ 

. Winſlow, who has 8 the 
whole of this mechaniſm, explains it thus: 
A gland, according to him, is but a texture, 
or rather a congeries of veſſels continued and 


complicated. An artery comes to a gland, 


whither it conveys the blood; it divides into 
an infinite number of ſmall fine branches, 
Which ever increaſe in fineſs, till at length 


they begin again to grow radually bigger, 
and, it is then they become {mall branches of 
veins, which go to join ſome other veſſel a 
little larger, by which the blood reſumes the 


road of the heart; all theſe ſmall branches, 
both arteries and veins, are rolled up in {mall 
packets; ſo that, in a ſhort time, the blood 
comes to make a great deal of way : from 
the angles, which theſe veſſels form in their 
curvature, proceed other fine veſſels alſo. 


What M. Winſlow ſays: on this head is 


very ingenious and maſterly, and deſerves to 
be peruſed in his writings. It is ſufficient 
for me to have eſtabliſhed of what i importance 
it is to preſerve: theſe glands entire, which, 
: by "ns e may e , diſcon- 
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cert the animal economy, intercept the cir= 

culation, and cauſe irreparable diſorders. 
I heartily wiſh that what I have advanced 


on the head of the bad effects of inciſions, 


may deſtroy the prejudice and practice in fa- 
your of theſe cruel operations. Men Aang 
have neither reaſon nor pretext for 

in this cruel practice, if they — Gras agi 
follow my particular method, which I now 


reſume, in order to add to it my ſpecifick 
taken from antimony, and a ſomewhat more 


circumſtantiated detail on the demonſtration 
of the remedies, - both preparative and cura- 
tive, whether external or internal, antecedent 


and conſequent, 


A particular method of the author fir the 


cure of cold humours, ſcrophula's ; together 
with remedies proper in this cure, both ex- 
ternal and internal. 


 Preparative remedies. 


1. If there is an indication to let blood, 
there is no manner of difficulty, but the 
patient ſhould be blooded. 

2. He muſt be purged with our aurifick 
pills; the doſe to be regulated according to 
the age and temperament. 

3. The patient muſt be made to uſe a 


number of domeſtick baths, with river-water 


made luke- warm; their number, and the time 


the patient is to continue in them, to be re- 
= gulated by his ſtrength, his W 


and 
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and his actual ſtate; and an enquiry is to © 


made, whether there be any internal abſceſs. 


A prudent phyſician ever conducts himſelf 
according to the ſtate and circumſtances of 


things, which cannot-all be foreſeen, with | 


regard to the variation of theſe * things 
themſelves. 


The patient to be 3 to ks. while 


in the bath, an aperitive broth, the compo- 
tion of ere we ſhall give. At comin 


out of the bath, the patient to be dried with 
a warm cloth, and put into bed, after warm- 
ing it, if the ſcaian and time rn require, 


The compoſition, and the manner of preparing | 


_ the aperitive broth. 


Take cleaned roots of parſley, aſparagus, 
and eryngo, of each half an ounce ; of ele- 


campane, three drams; leaves of wild ſuc- 


cory, burnet, chervil, and of creſs, a hand- 


ful, and ſixty millepedes ; put the whole, 


and cauſe to boil for four or five hours: after 


with half a pound of mutton, and a quarter 


of fowl, well cleared of the fat, into an earth- 


en body, and pour thereon a pint of river or 
ſpring water; cover your body, lute the co- 
ver, and place the body in balneo mariz, 


this ſtrain the broth through a cloth, and 


make two meſſes of it, one to be taken in 
the morning on an empty ſtomach, or in the 
bath, as was ſaid; and the other in the after- 
noon, at ſome interval after meals, putting 
into each at taking, eight grains of our fal 
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martis. The uſe of theſe broths is to be 


continued for twelve or fifteen days, purging 
the patient in the middle and cloſe of the 
courſe, as was faid, with the aurifick pills. 
An internal ſpecifick for the cure of the 
3X07 erb. 
5. The patient thus prepared, you will 


cauſe him to take, every morning faſting, 


ſome of our neutral ſalt, an admirable and 
genuine ſpecifick for this terrible diſeaſe: it 


may be taken alſo either in a little good old 


wine, or a little broth, to the quantity of be- 


tween eight and fifteen grains, according to 
the ſtrength, the age, and temperament of 


the perſon, and according to the progreſs and 
quality of the diſtemper, and more or leſs be 
employed in the cure, in proportion to the 


3 


diſorder, the progreſs, and viſible and ſenſi- 
ble efficacy of the remedy. There is ſcarce 


any ſpecies of the ſcrophula ſo inveterate, 


which can ſtand out fifteen takings or doſes 
of this medicinmee. 1 
6. An hour after taking the ſalt, a por- 
ringer of whey or broth is to be taken upon 
je. TTCFFVTVVTVVVCVCCT 
The compoſition of the neutral ſalt. 
Take red mineral antimony, put it into 
alcohol, and adding a like quantity of lime, 


of egg-ſhell, or flint, and eight ounces, to 
the pound of this antimony, of flowers of 
zink, reduced to a volatile falt by the ſpirit 
of dew, or the univerſal ſpirit; mix the 


whole, 
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whole, and keep it for five or fix: days i in a 
ſtone veſſel, well ſtopped, in a ternperate 
Te "2 
-. provided with a large * retort, 
with its crucible, well baked and tubulated, and 
put it in a naked reverberatory fire, and fit to 
it a very large bolt-head of fifty or fixty pints, 
Whoſe neck is to lie ſoaking i in a veſſel or vat 
of freſh water ; cover it with a linen cloth, 
which you will keep always moiſt, to facili 
tate the condenſation of the ſpicits ; lute ex- 
actly the juncture: of the bolt-head to the re- 
tort, whole neck ſhould be very long, for 
the body of the bolt-head to be at a diſtance 
from the fire; give a gradual fire til the re- 
tort 1s red- hot. 
- You will then begin to throw into your 
| Tetort, by its tube, an ounce of your mix- 
ture; directly cloſe up the tube, that no va- 

pour may eſcape, and in leſs than two mi- 

nutes, the vapours will paſs into the recipi- 

ent, where they will be condenſed: continue 

the projection thus from ounce to ounce, til 

all is in, and till you have enough of ſpirit 
to finith your operation. 

Having gradually projected or thrown in 
all your powder, you will part your bolt- 
head, and directly ſtop it up cloſe with a 
ſtopple of moiſt linen, and lay it aſide in a 
cool place, to give the ſpirits time to con- 
denſe in the water, that they may be after- 
wards extracted by the reiterated rectification 
and dephlegmation. as 

z When 
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When your ſpirits are well dephlegmed 
al rectified ſeveral times, vou will keep 
them with eare and attention in ſtrong glaſs 
or cryſtal flaſks, well ſtopped with wax, in 
a cool place, that nothing may evaporate; 

After having parted your bolt-head, and 
left the retort to cola little, you will take 
cut the matter; all that is riſen to the top 
and neck will be like threads of ſilk or cot- 
ton, and what remains at the bottom will be 
aſhes ; you will collect the whole, and beat 
it together in a marble mortar, With a glaſs 
peſtle a little heated: take care to grind and 
powder vou matter Juſt c out of the retort; for 
if you ſuffer it to take air, it will turn moiſt. 
Pals your powder through a fine ſearee, and 
prepare: apart double its weight. e of chalk of 
champagne; very neat and dry, in a fine and 
ſearced powder, to ſtratify with it your pow- 
det of antimony: in a ſtrong erucible, Which 
you will cover with a lid perforated a- top, 
which you will lute all round, and faſten to 
the crucible with an iron Wire. N 

Thus put the crucible in a circular fire, 
which you will graduate every two hours for 
eight hours; for the laſt houts the crueible 
muſt be ſurrounded and covered with live 
coals, which you will leave to ſpend of os 
ſelves, before you remove the crucible, '  - 

Your crucible” being cooled, you will open 
it, and ſeparate with exactneſs the chalk from 
your matter, which Will be reduced to thin 
bakes of a Yellow purple, which. you will 

7 beat 
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beat in a marble or glaſs mortar, and put the 
powder into a bolt-head; pour on it gradu- 
dually good diſtilled vinegar, ten times the 
weight of the powder, leaving three-fourths 
of the bolt-head empty; lute on its capital 
and recipient, and put it in balneo marie in 
digeſtion for four-and-twenty hours; after. 
drop on the filtred liquor freſh vinegar, to 
precipitate a combuſtible and arſenical ful. 
phur ; filtrate afreſh this liquor thro paper, 
and this impure ſulphur will remain in the 
filtre: put this filtred liquor into a glaſs body 
in balneo mariæ; draw off, by diſtillation, 
all the vinegar to dryneſs, and there will re- 
main at bottom a white and ſparkling ſalt of 
an acid taſte, and almoſt aluminous: it is a 
true ſalt of antimony, of infinite virtues for 
* _ Take this ſalt, which we ſhall call neutral, 
you will pour on it all the ſpirit which you 
ave drawn off by the retort : thus rectified 
and faved, leave it for twenty-four or thirty 
hours, in a veſſel well topped without fire, 
moving and ſtirring the matters five or fix. 
times, for that ſpace of time ; after which 
you will diſtil, by the body in balneo mariæ, 


all this mercurial ſpirit, till the matter re- bro 
main at the bottom of the veſſel in form of I 500 
a clear honey; rectify and dephlegmate the in! 
mercurial ſpirit you have juſt tray n off, and, 


let the ſalt, left in form of honey at the bot- 
| EN | | tom | 
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tom of. the veſſel, dry entirely in the ſame 
body, but in a boiling heat, fo that this ſalt 
may come to be very. dry, highly white, 
jurkiing, and ſhining even in the dark. 

This antimonial — falt; is not only 
ſayereign in the radical cure of ſcrophula's, 
but beſides in the relief — ſorts 
of diſeaſes. The doſe is from two to five 
grains, for children at the breaſt; and for 
grown men, from eight ta fiftæen grains, ac- 
cording to the ſtrength and temperament of 
the perſon, and the quality and ſtage of the 
diſtemper under cure; the time employed in 
it, is more or lefs in proportion to the diſ- 
aſe ; there is none ſo inveterate, as to ſtand 
out beyond the fifteenth taking or doſe ; and 
often one two, three, four, or five takings 
ſuffice. Phere is not in nature a ſtronger : and 
more infallible counter poiſon, nothing which 
ſo effectually retards the approaches of old 
ige, which ſupports and Dirk it. Twice 
a year, once in the ſpring, and once in au- 
tumn, one or two takings each ſeaſon, ſuf. 
tice to maintain health and ths: natural vi- 


aur 
This ſalt is Ae a morning on an emp- 
n but if the caſe be urgent, it may 
be taken at any time, in all ſeaſons, in good 
broth, good old wine with a little ſugar, if 
yoy habe any at hand, in cardial waters, or 
in vehicles A hs ee to =O r e | 
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Topical remedies applied externally, 
When ſcrophula' s.are ulcerated, in what 
12 ſoever of the body the ulcer lies, you 
muſt inje& it with a ſmall ſyringe, waſh or 
deterge it, or anoint it with bolſters with the 
tinging oil of arſenic, mixed with the oil of 


ſulphur, in which you will dip lint, and ap- 


ply it on the ulcer if poſſible, and over it lay 


an emplaiſter of our ſolar balſam: the wound 
is to be dreſſed two or three times a-day; as 
much of the tinging oil of arſenic to be uſed 
as is neceſſary; the caſe and circumſtances 
muſt direct us here; after which our ſolar 


balſam will ſuffice: to 3 ere 1625 


fectly cure the ulcer. 


The compoſition of the fixed by ting "5 oil 
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Be er of cryſtalline arſoale; perfeatly 
well purified and dulcified by ſublimations, 
and fixed by nitre, at length edulcorated by 
diſtilled rain- water; powder your arſenic in 
a glaſs veſſel, and imbibe it by dropping on 


it, till you have reduced it to a ſoft paſte, 


ſome of the water of fal-armoniac e 
by the cool moiſtneſs of a cellar; mix an 
equal weight of oil of tartar; put this pale 


into a bolt-head, which you will ſtop and 


lute very exactly, and which you will digeſt 
for twenty four hours, and grind on the mar- 
ble as the firſt, time: re- imbibe, digeſt, and 


| powder two times more; after theſe four 


mbibiton 
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imbibitions and deſiccations, put the powder, 
well dried and very fine, in a new and ſtaunch 
bolt-head well ſtopped, which you will put 


in the heat of horſe-dung, or in ſawings of 


wood in a vapour heat; your powder will 
there, in a few days, reſolve to a water; then 
remove the bolt-head from the dung or bath 
heat, and place it on warm aſhes; where the 
matter will coagulate ; replace it in the dung 


or bath heat, and coagulate again by the 
aſhes, and this you will repeat five times in 


all, which will reduce, without further trou- 
ble, your fixed arſenic, and melting, like wax, 
with the leaſt heat, will turn to the form of 
a falt in the cold. In this ſtate you will 


put it into a body, and pour on it an equal 


weight of the true oil of ſulphur, made in 
the manner which Le Fevre and Lemery 
teach. The body: ſhould be covered with 
its capital, and, all well luted together, be 
placed in balneo marie, of a moderate heat, 
there to be left for twenty-four hours, in or- 


der to combine them by means of the heat 


and circulation, and afterwards uſe them in 
the manner mentioned, as a ſovereign re- 


medy, ſpeedy, gentle, and efficacious. 


The. regimen to be obſerved. tt 
An abſtinence from all manner of groſs 
foods, as beef, pork, hare, woodcock, and 


the other black, ſalted,” ſmoaked, or pickled - 
meats, is to be obſerved ; all ſorts of fruits, 


brown bread too heavy and too much lea- 
_— + vened, 
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vened, milks, groſs wine, and crude waters 


are to be avoided; the Seit to be mode. 


rate, the air we breathe to be pure and dry, 


and the belly to be kept open. 


If the patient find himſelf oppreſſed | and 
extraordinarily heated, he may be drawn 2 


little blood, and made to drink for ſome time 


a little whey, as for inſtance, for tight of ten 
days, into which ſhall be put ſome grains of 
our ſal martis, and afterwards he may be 
purged with our aurific pills; he may alſo 


de preſeribed viper broths, and beſt of all our 


eſſence of viper, taken in a decoction of 
china-root and ſarſaparilla, to attenuate the 
languid, creeping humours, and expel them 
by tranſpiration, In the courſe of ufing 
theſe remedies, the bed is to be kept ſome 
hours longer, and the patient to be better 
covered than common, to provoke a gentle 
breathing: at laſt our ſal martis may be pre- 
ferably uſed inſtead of — waters, 


which are uſually preſcribed ; becauſe it will 


certainly be much more ſalutary and effica- 


cious, and be never ſubject to the uneaſy 


ſymptoms which theſe mineral waters may 
cauſe; which might be very eaſily ſhewn to 


conviction. 

But in regard to infants, and eſpecially 
thoſe at the breaſt, objects I ever have a 
great tenderneſs for, and which claim my 


Moſt {ſerious attention, I allow we cannot 


venture to tamper much with them ; yet 
* may be payed with good effect every 
4 5 fifteenth 
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fifteenth day, with a few grains of our pills; 
they may be made to take, at proper inter- 
vals, ſome grains of our neutral ſalt, to be 
put into a diſh of coffee with the nurſe's 
milk, who, directly after ſwallowing it, ſhall 
put the nipple into their mouth, and make 
them ſuck a little. You may, and you alſo 
ought to cauſe them, take a ſew grains of 
our ſal martis, with the ſame precautions 
hinted at in taking the neutral ſalt, either in 
an ordinary diſh of a ſimple deeoction of 
china-root : but above all, what 'care, what 
attention, what ſolicitude, ſhould not be em- 
ployed, _- not, as is generally done, at hap- 
hazard, to procure good nurſes for them, 
whoſe "milk is freſh, and capable, by its li- 
quidity and goodneſs, to maintain the ſtrain- 
ers open and fre. 

But when they are come to von little tie 
ger, the doſes are to be larger, and the treat- 
ment methodical ; and by means of our re- 
medies, and God's bleſſing on them, we ſhall 
with certainty come not only to prevent the 
ſuppuration -of the ſcrophula, and obviate a 
low fever, a maraſmus, and other ſymp- 
toms, but effect a radical cure 3 
without yu and uneaſineſs. | 


J IT 


my WE Sal in the preceding chapter, when 
treating of ſerophula' s, eſtabliſhed it as 

yet a certain —— that all tumours, all ulcers 
very have, as their efficient cauſe, the excremen- 
enth 1 2 4 titious 


2 
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titious parts, and preternatural ſalts, ſeparated 


from the natural balſam by our animal ſpi- 
rits; it thence follows, that the ſole diverſity 


of theſe recrements, or theſe ſalts, or their 


different combination, conſtitute the different 
ſpecies of tumours or ulcers, which affed the 
ſeveral parts of our bodies, and form their 
greater or leſs malignity, of greater or leſs 
danger; and render the cure more or leſs te- 
dious, of greater or leſs difficulty. From the 
ſame principle we alſo eaſily derive the know- 
ledge of the remedies proper in the cure of 


each of theſe diſeaſes, and the manner and 


ſeaſon of application; as it is evident that the 
only means of coming to a perfect and radi- 


cal cure is, to deſtroy and remove the inter- 


nal cauſe, the efficient of theſe ills; and till 
the cure is compleated, to aſſuage and dimi- 
niſh the violent and painful effects which 


theſe cruel enemies make us feel, by oppo- 


ſing them with proper remedies, both inter- 
nal and external; ſo that our principle once 
laid down; there is the leſs need of pompous 


reaſonings to eſtabliſh the nature, and diſco- 
ver the cauſe of all theſe different evils, any 
more than to find which are the proper re- 


medies, either to a cure. or an alleviation : a 


few inſtances will verify this truth. 


3 A R TICLE 1. 8 
f the; cancer. W 
The cancer, which in its beginnings ap- 


pears ſometimes. but like a ſmall gland, or a 


vaſcular 


was ee N £5 0 
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yaſcular ſubſtance tumified; at other times as 
a ſmall tubercle, which riſes above the ſkin; 
and again, as a ſimple effloreſcence of the 
dull and inſenſible epidermis, becomes how- 
ever afterwards one of the moſt terrible and 
frightful of dileaſes,: ; init 
It is, therefore, of great importanes; 10 be 
well acquainted with its nature, to diſtinguiſh 


well its ſeveral ſtages, be upon our guard 


againſt its inſidious beginnings, to be able 


effectually to ſuccour the patient, by admi- 


niſtering the proper remedies; Which re- 
quires all the attention of an able and n 


rienced phyſician, 


The cancer is owing a to an excremen- 
titious, earthy, tartarous, and ſulphureous 
ſalt, which by its exceſſive calcination has 
been exalted 5 an extreme cauſticity, and 
has acquired an arſenical malignity, which is 
animated by the corrupted and arſenical ſpi- 


rits, ſuch as are thoſe which produce the ca- 


ries and corruption in the earths, and ſtones 
in ſubterraneous places, where arſenic and 
realgal are generated; from the earthy, tar- 
tarous nature of this falt, which is the cauſe 
of its great fixity, ariſes the fixity or ſtub= 
borneſs of the diſtemper, and the difficulty 
of removing it. From its ſulphureous nature; 
calcined to a degree of exceſs, ariſe the cau- 
ſticity, and the acute pains which the pa- 
tient feels ; from its arſenical nature proceeds 
the mortal malignity of the ulcer. In fine, 
from the combination and. action of the cor- 


rupted 
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rupted ſpirits, which hold theſe ſalts diffol. 
ved, ariſe the ſeveral ſtages, the communica- 
tion, and the extenſion of the ulcer upon 
the parts contiguous to that which was firſt 
affected, and renders this ferment ſo ſub. 
tle, and ſo ſpecifick, that how little ſoevet 
remains of it, the diſorder recommences, and 
the ulcer is re-produced with more violence 
and malignity, ſo as to become incurable, 
The infallible remedy for this cruel evil is, 
as may be conceived, in the firſt place, a re- 
gimen and mild aliments, of a good juice and 
eaſy digeſtion, not earthy, tartarous, faline, 
groſs and viſcid, but light and ſpirituous; 
then the patient muſt be purged from time 
to time with our aurifick pills, blooded once 
or twice copiouſly, if his ſtrength ſhall per- 
mit. ſtly, and here lies the true point of 
the cure, our quinteſſence of mercury, or 
that of antimony, muſt be uſed; to which 
may be added, very falutarily, ſome drops of 
that of the human blood or fleſh. The 
quinteſſence of mercury will be alſo applied 
externally on the ailing part, or the quinteſ- 
ſence of common ſalt, and afterwards our 


ſolar balſam. 


What we have juſt ſaid upon this article 
ought in reaſon to ſuffice to give a juſt notion 
of what is proper to be done for the cure of 
the cancer; and yet what deſire ſoever we 
may have to be ſhort and conciſe, it is a 
thing too important, to ſet forth the abu- 
ſive uſe of inciſions and cruel — 
E 75 — _ «either 
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either of the breaſt, or other glandulous and 
vaſcular parts, where commonly this re- 
doubted diſtemper is ſeated, to be able to 
paſs them over in filence, 

We have ſhewn that the ulcer is produced 
by a tartarous, ſalphureous, arſenical ſalt ; to 
this we add, for greater clearneſs, that this 
falt is conveyed into the part by a vehicle, 
which abounds in ſpirits ; but that theſe ſpi- 
rits being tainted and arſenical, the ulcer can 
never be cured by the knife or the fire, by 
amputation, of the application of violent cau- 
ſticks ; becauſe theſe ſpirits, which hold the 
alt diſſolved, convey it with vigour into the 
ſmalleſt and moſt ſecret ſinus's, not only to 
the part affected, but all around it, extekMity 
and inſinuating, imperceptibly, into the con- 
tiguous parts, in a manner that, when by 
amputation the ſenſible putrefaction, or the 
part viſibly and actually corrupted, is extir- 
pated, we imagine, but falſely, that the cure 
is compleated, and ſo much the more, as the 
fleſh comes well, the wound is cloſed, the 
cicatrice is laudable, and other apparent ſigns 
of a cure are obſerved; fallacious figns, vain 
appearances all! becauſe the ferment which 
the ſpirits have extravaſated, that is to ſay, 
conveyed into the neighbouring fleſh, of it- 
ſelf found and good, though in ſmall quan- 
_ tity, cauſes at firſt no alteration therein, and 
can effect nothing till it has fermented, and 
is become multiplied and increaſed ; then 
2whappily* it acts with more force, and its 
r | gs 2b 
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action is more dangerous, not only becauſe 


its malignity is heightened, but alſo being 
more confined in a fleſhy and ſpongy part, as 


are the glands and the fleſh extirpated by the 


operation ; it ſpreads at large, runs, or falls 
foul upon another part, which 1t ſpares no 


more than the firſt, where it cannot be pur. 


ſued by chirurgical operations : beſides, we 
ſhould no longer find in the patients, who 
infallibly come to have a relapſe, the fame 
diſpoſitions to be able to ſtand the efforts of 


new remedies, after having undergone the 
pains, of amputation, and the fatigues of 


r a4 1 
The anatomiſts, or more properly the ope- 
rators, may pretend to extol the ſucceſs either 


of amputations, or of catheretics, yet they 
have never ſucceeded but in the cure of falſe 
cancers and tumours, or of concretions neg- 


lected, or made ſtubborn by remedies ill ad- 
miniſtered, and not of genuine cancers: for 
it is certain, that when this operation is per- 
formed upon true cancers, and even on ſub- 
jects, in which age, temperament, ſtrength, 
reſolution, and all the moſt favourable cir- 
cumſtances, may flatter both the patient and 


operator with a very happy ſucceſs; yet it 


ever happens, either that ſome have periſhed 


in the courſe of the treatment, or that others, 


though cured in appearance, have for ſome 
months after undergone cruel relapſes, not- 


withſtanding the moſt prudent and beſt con- 
certed meaſures have been taken; and 9 5 
A TS "THT ne TEA At Oe 
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theſe falſe or palliative cures, every thing that 
wiſdom could ſuggeſt in order to prevent 
theſe fatal returns, and guard the patient 
againſt them, has been obſerved. For this 1 
appeal to daily experience, which juſtifies 
this fact but too much ; and this is the reafon 
that Hippocrates, in aphor. 38, ſays, that it 
were better not to meddle with the occult 
cancer, that is to fay, the true cancer. 
The malady here is not ſimply local, but 
an internal one, which cannot be abſolutely 
cured, but by removing the antecedent cauſe, 
which carries off with it the conjoint; and it 
is only by the remedies which I have di- 
refed, taken internally, that one may juſtly 
Hatter himſelf with e and not 15 cruel | 


+ OR 


the evil, 
ARTICLE I. 


of the gangrene, or ſphacelus. | 


. 


We may uſe the reaſons of the preceding 
article, in What regards the cure of the gan- 
grene, without inciſions or amputations. 

Of all the evils with which mankind may 
be afflicted, there is none more difficult to 
conquer, than that which exhibits either up- 
on a part, or upon the whole of the man, 
death in its true character, by ſuppreſſing the 
natural heat, and hindering the ſpirits from 
breaking forth and performing their e 
and 1 functions. 1 


This 


350 ol TREATISE on |» 
This effective and real mortification be- 
Zins with an inflammation, whoſe different 
; cauſes, both internal and external, make } it 
degenerate into a gangrene, every time that 
2 ſulphureous parts of the nutritious juice 

- being. coagulated and fixed by the acid of 
1 the ymph, the nervous fibres are fo com- 
— 1 that the ſpirits can no longer flow 
3 them; and then theſe very fibres, no 


Aal receiving the ordinary influence of 


ſpirits, loſe their ſpring, at the ſame 
time collapſing upon each other; and the ſa- 
line particles being no longer able to iſſue 
from their pores, lacerate them by the mo- 
tion they receive from the ſubtile matter; 
and it is this which cauſes that remarkable 
b a the firſt ſigns of which are a 
abby ſoft fleſh, to which ſucceeds the livid 
and * hue; to this again a blackneſs, 


ſtink, and inſenfibility. And this is what 


forms the gangrene, which is alſo called 
ſphacelus. 


There are commonly e two KR 
of this affliction, the one external, the other 
internal; among the external are reckoned 


waunds, ulcers, contuſions, exceſſive cold, 
exceſſive heat, long tedious diſeaſes, and long 


detentions a-bed, the languid flow of the 


urine, and other the like ſymptoms. 

The principal of the internal, are a ſinking 
of nature, a conſiderable alteration in ſome 
one or other of the noble + or when 


the gangrene has got into one of the three 
| venters 


2 > 


F 
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that nature, then being 
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venters or cavities: 20 all theſe cauſes prove 
mortal. 

But bon 38 het he maſs of the | 
blood is impregnated with parts acrid, ſaline, 
joined to a bad ſort of ſulphur, in ſuch quan- 
tity, that the ſpirits are of a ſuperior force, 
to be able to ſubdue and Giſcharge them by 
a ſtrong fermentation, and a vigorous 
fion ; there can be no difficulty to believe 
about a criſis, as in 
the plague or ſmall-pox, will purſue that 
ſtrange, heterogeneous matter, by removing 
it towards the habit of the body; or by col - 
lecting it on a part, will there produce a mor- 
tification, excepting that this matter cannot 
produce in the mals of blood a gangrene, be- 
cauſe diſperſed and diffuſed therein: beſides, 


that it will be alſo. oppoſed by the pure ſpi- 
rits, whoſe mild and balſamick nature cor- 


res the acrimony of the juices, in the ſame 


manner as ſpirit of wine dulcifies aqua fortis. 


From this we muſt conclude, that if na- 
ture, which has always a tendency to its own 
preſervation, be aſſiſted by good internal re- 
medies homogeneous thereto, in a word, by 
ſuch as we give ; the cure of both theſe gan- 
grenes will be effected without the neceſſity 


of any inciſion or amputation, unleſs the part 
be pendulous, or almoſt carried off by ſome 


\ 


blow, or a gangrene. 
The probable reaſon I give for it, is undd 


8 upon either the ſtrength or weakneſs of 
the * or the wounded perſon: if he is 


vigorous | 
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vigorous and able to go through the opera. 
tion, there is. no convincing argument, but 
that he may cured without undergoing r | 


operation, ſince we daily ſee; wounded 
ſons ſurvive the refuſal of their ſabraitring t = 
it, at the ſight of the ghaſtly apparatus which 


is commonly made on: theſe occaſions; theſe 


perſons have been cured. with good remedies, 
But if, on the other fide, ſuch as are not 
found to have ſufficient ſtrength to undergo 
the operation, die under it, this juſt conſe- 
quence may be drawn, that the gangrene 
was internal, and had reached yo: noble 


parts. 2 


Experience bath caught me, <4 every thing 
I have ſeen, either in the hoſpitals or elſe- 
where, that all thoſe who have ſtood: out an 
amputation, .'I mean, who have bore it well, 
after having undergone the rudeſt ſhock that 


could well be borne, as to ſhake the founda- 


tions of life, were the ableſt and moſt robuſt; 


ſo that, I think, I may conclude, that who- 
ever has been cured by means of atnputation, 


was ſupplied with what was neceſſary to 
avoid it, and to be cured without it. | 
This very experience has made me ob- 
ſerve, with pain and regret, how many 
wretches expire in the hands of him who 


performed that cruel and painful operation. 


Now how much more advantageous may 
it be ſuppoſed, to have remedies which cure 
without recourſe to that extremity of opera- 
rations by the knife and ſuch are thoſe J 


now, 


0 
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now, with er communicate to the 
Pons ne 1 

"ARTICLE II. 


"OE fiftuls' 1 8 


Fiſtula' $ have no other cauſe thas an ex- 
crementitious, nitrous ſalt, which ſenſibly ap- 


pears by the form of ulcers, cavernous, long, 
and b they are cured by the oil or 


eſſence of mercury, preceded by ſome anti- 


monial purgatives and a ſudorific, as our an- 
timonial and mercurial bezoar; to which 
ſhall be added a little of the eſſence of pearls 
and ambergris. After theſe internal reme- 
dies, we muſt come to topicks, in order to 
procure a firm and durable cicatrice: for this 
end, the ſweet oil of mercury, and the red 


oil of antimony, and the other remedies 


which we have given, are ſufficient: and in 
this manner you will reaſon and behave, in 


order to attain to the knowledge and cure of 
all the e ſpecies of ulcers. 


ARTICLE IV. 


The We te, or ſeirrhous tumours, 
which are hard, petreſcent, and generally 
indolent or inſenfible, not making them 
ſelves . felt but by their weight and bulk, 
ariſe from tartarous recrements, which are 
nothing other than the uſeleſs marck, which 
is foreign to the nutritious ſubſtance of our 
bodies, which our natural balſam ſeparates 
and expels into the common emunctories, to 

A a | be 
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be diſcharged by the, natural excretions, and 
which, almoſt deprived of all ſpirit, become 
coagulated and petrified by the power ofthe 
ſalt with which they eee From the de- 
fect of ſpirit, ariſes the indolence of theſe 
tumours, and their difficulty of reſolution 
and ſuppuration; but theſe tartarous recre- 
ments, may be either ſimple or compound, 
and thus produce tumours either ſimple or 
compound; the ſimple are thoſe ariſing only 
from one. of the principles of nature, either 
falt, ſulphur, or mercury; the compound, 
thoſe. ariſing from the mixture of the recre- 
ments of two of theſe principles, or of all 
the three. From hence we may underſtand 
and explain the nature and cauſe of the gout, 
the rheumatiſm, iſchiatick, ſtones, calculi of 
the different viſcera of each of which we ſhall 
ſpeak in its place, in a very circumſtantial 
manner, and according to our principles. 
There are, beſides theſe ſpecies of ſcirr- 
hous, petreſcent and hard tumours, œdema- 
tous, or ſoft, cold, inſenſible tumcurs, and of 
themſelves inſuſceptible of ſuppuration, as 
Sensen, pronchocele's, &c. They equally 
proceed from excrementitious parts, which 
our natural balſam ſeparates and expels from 
the parts it cheriſhes; but they are not tar- 
tarous and earthy recrements, as thoſe we 
have juſt mentioned; they are a ee 
phlegmatick, mereurial recrements, or the 
pure phlegm of natural mercury, mahle by 
this defect and rn of ſpirit, . 
N without 


VENEREAL' MALADIES. 333 
without action and without any motion, and 


which not being puſhed ſtrongly enough out- 


wards by the heat, and the b ſpirits of 
the part, which is almoſt unprovided thereof, 
becomes accumulated, fixed, and coagulated ; 
from whence is formed that ſoftiſh and in- 


ſenſible tumour, which grows big without 


pain; - and without comipg to ſupputation. 
Of this ſpecies of tumour, therè are ſim- 


ple and compound, for the reaſon adduced 


above ; for-the three principles have volatile 


and phlegtmatick 'recretrients, as there are 


fixed, tartarous, and earthy one. 
The cure of the ſimple, as of the com- 
pound, depends on the regimen, the aliments, 


and the medicines employed, both internally 


and externally. The regimen ſhould be ſim- 


ple, gentle, and regular, the aliments hot, 


ſubtile, and full of ſpirits; a good white-wine 
be uſed, and good broths, into which is put 
ſome drops of cinnamon-water, or in the 
wine aniſe-bread, good juicy meat, ſeaſoned 
with ſpices, cinnamon, cloves, nutmeg, &c. 
nothing crude, no fruit, no milks, no ſalad, 
but every thing to abſorb this phlegmatick, 
cold, and crude humour, As to. internal 


medicines, purges of the powder of antimb- . 


ny and mercury perfectly edulcorated, and 


the ſudorifick made by the detonation of ni- 


tre on the ſame powder, and perfectly edul- 


corated alſo. 


The doſe is to the quantity of a dram in 
carduus benedictus water, keeping in bed 
Aaz well 


een e 
well covered, the patient there to wait and 
reſign himſelf up to copious ſweats. As to 

topicks, of which neceſſarily uſe muſt be 

made, to be able to diſſipate the tumour by 
inſenſible tranſpiration, or at leaſt make it 
come to ſuppuration. You may uſe either 
the ſpirit of wine perfectly dephlegmated, or 
the oil of tartar, or the eſſence of roſemary 
or ſage, or the oll of philoſophers, as it is 
called, made in the ordinary manner; but 
with the oil of petrol, or pitch, or turpen- 
tine, with which you will imbibe red-hot 
bricks; aſterwards to diſtil the oil by a ſtrong 
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Containing a method for ane divers n 
quinteſſences, both of the animal, the vege- 
table, and mineral kingdom, for- the radical 
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cure of the moſt F en "and obſtinate 


diſeaſes: 
And parti icularly for the cure of feropbuls's 


recent or inveterate, internal or external, 
ulcerated or not ulcerated; and for every 


fort of ulcer, tumour, ſti irrbus, fiſtula, can- 


cer, phlegmon, 224410 tetter, —. 1 & 


* * 
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Wi nteſſences extracted from the animal” 
kingdom. | 


HILOSOPHERS have diktinguilbed 


all ſublunary ſubſtances into three king- 


ling animal, vegetable, and mineral: from 
each one of theſe three kingdoms, may per- 
A a 3 fect 
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fe quinteſſences be drawn, and an univerſal 
medicine for the conſervation of health and 
the prolongation of life. - '. 
I his is ſo important a — — as neceſſa- 
rily to require a very extenſive diſſertation: 
but as I have ſufficiently explained myſelf 
in another place on this head, and ſhewn that 
chemical remedies are better than, ſuperior, 
and preferable to, vulgar and galenical reme- 
dies, I go on in train, in order to avoid 
every degree of prolixity, and the ſaying things 
over again, to give proofs and ſamples of it, 
by means of quinteſſences drawn from the 
three kingdoms hereafter deſcribed... _ 
And yet what deſire ſoever J may have to 
abridge, I cannot help relating what is men- 
tioned about M. Cran, firſt phyſician to the 
elector of Brandenburg, which makes for my 
ſubject. This celebrated phyſician, raiſed to | 
that dignity by his uncommon merit, drawn 
from Leyden, where he had profeſſed and 
practiſed chemiſtry in the univerſity of that 
city for thirty years running, with a great 
deal of reputation, having excellent remedies, 
which he was not aſhamed to adminiſter | 
with his own hands: this illuſtrious phyſi- 
cian, I ſay, was no ſooner inſtalled in his 
dignity of phyſician to the elector, than he 
made a ſeparation of the good and bad, of 
retrenching from the diſpenſary and hoſpitals 
of his Electoral Highneſs, all ſuperfluous re- 
medies, as diaprunums, diaphenicks, juleps, 
apozems, epithems, with the whole ne, 
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of boxes and gally-pots, ſerving: rather for 
the ornament and trappings of an Apothe- 
cary's ſhop, than for the health of man; re- 
placing them with ſome ſpecificks, particu- 
larly in the violent diſeaſes, | which. would 
take up no more room than the * of an 
itinerant pedla . 

We might poſſibly Randi in need of a like 
reform, becauſe beſides” the good Gcoοy 
in it, we oy find reſources 1010 it not to 


of the ſhops. i 
Riverius, firſt ohyficiin to | Henry T IV. aid, 
that the doctrine of Hippocrates and Galen 
was admirable for the pathology, and profi- 
table for the ſhops, but that the precepts of 
Paracelſus were good to follow, on the ſcore 
of their truth, ſubtlety, and œc0ο n. 1 
forbear mentioning what M. de Sulli fays in 
his memoirs, p. 359, on the religion of this 
phyſician, which 1 look upon as a ſtroke of 
ſatyr and calumny, Frei to my ſubject. 
| To theſe anecdotes I might add, the daily 
abuſe which is made 'in the diſtribution of 
remedies at ſome merchants, which are cal- 
led druggiſts, with whom every thing, ſo to 
ſpeak, is confounded and put in the fame 
balance, butter, cheeſe, lard, herring, &c. 
with the medicinal drugs; and yet I am per- 
ſuaded, that the 1 and M— ſell more 
medieibes 1 in a day, than the Bolducs, Geof- 
troy, and Maſſon, able apothecaries, in a 
month ; theſe are abuſes, at which I cannot 
A a 4 but 
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but grieve, though unable to _ them; 

1 ſhall therefore give my quinteſſences in a 
very methodical manner, without reſervin 
to myſelf what is called the ſlight of hand, 
an invention deviſed by moſt authors, thro 


an excels of ſelf. love, a thing I greatly blame. 


The quinteſſence of the human blood. 


Take. human blood let from May y twenty 
to June twenty, or from Auguſt twenty to 
September twenty, or about that time, the 
| ſun being either in gemini or in virgo; ob- 
ſerve, moreover, if pofſible, the time when 
in theſe ſigns mercury is in conjunction with 

the ſun, or at leaſt in trine aſpect (theſe ob- 
ſervations are highly important, becauſe in 
the time marked, the influences or ſuperior 

ſpirits, which come from theſe ſtars, are 
very analagous to ours, and they join them 
in a perfect manner, and augment their force 
and virtue). We muſt, above all, attend that 
this blood be let from the ſound, and young, 
but made men, of a ſquare ſtature, mrong 
and vigorous, and there muſt be enough of 
it, to be received in very clean ſilver veſſels, 
or at leaſt glaſs, to be kept in the ſhade till, 
after coagulation, it has thrown off of itſelf 
its ſeroſity, which you will decant off, and 
throw away, ſaving only the pure blood co- 


agulated in form of a muſhroom: take care 


to keep your veſſel covered with a paper, or 


a fine linen, that neither duſt. nor dirt, nor 


any other thing ay fall into it. 4 
ake 


. . WWA 


nd YY — TT CÞ & 


the capital, a falt whiter than ſnow : collect, 
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Take of this coagulated 'blood, and ſepa- 


rated from every ſerous humour, five ounds 
at leaſt, which you will directly mix with 


ten pounds: of the beſt ſpirit 'of wine, alco- 


holized. and perfectly dephlegmated, in a 


large ſtrong glaſs bottle, which you will ſtop, 


and ſtir and agitate long and ſtrongly, that the 


blood may diſſolve, and mix, and unite en- 


tirely with the ſpirit of wine. 


Cauſe to digeſt this matter included in the 
bottle, very. exactly ſtopped, to prevent the 
exhaling of the ſpirit, for five or fix days, in 


the heat of a balneum marie, or of lukewarm 


aſhes, till the ſpirit of wine is perfectly ting- 


ed, and the blood well diſſolved and united 


to the ſpirit. Obſerve, and take care, that 
— degree of heat in this digeſtion be not 
too violent, and exceed not that of the natu- 
ral heat, otherwiſe the blood will bake and 
coagulate ſtrongly, inſtead of diflolving. 

When, after this digeſtion, your blood 
ſhall be entirely diſſolved, and your ſpirit of 


wine well coloured, you will fit a capital to 


the bottle, and a recipient to the beck of the 
capital, in order to ſeparate the ſpirit of wine, 
and diſtil, by a very ſoft heat, till the drops, 


which fall, begin to ' blaneh and become 


milky ; then you will ſhift the recipient, and 
gradually heighten the fire from one degree 
or two, till the diſtillation ceaſes. The diſ- 
tillation ceaſed, you will ſtill encreaſe the 
fire, in order to cauſe to aſcend to the top of 


in n 
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in a neat manner, this volatile. — and add 
it, in a glaſs veſſel, to the milky water which 
has. diſtilled before the ſalt: ſtop up your | 
veſſel, and fave this falt, and this milky wi- 
ter, til the time of, adding them to the other 
Principe. 
After this white ſalt is 1 thas 
remains at the bottom of the veſſel a marck 
or feces, which contain a very valuable ſub. 
ſtance, the fixed ſalt and the tincture, or the 
ſul phur of nature, which you will draw from 
theſe feces, or marck, by calcining them in 
a very ſtrong open fire, till they are become 
a calx or white aſhes; and making uſe of the 
pure phlegm of wine, rectified by three or 
four diſtillations, you will draw from theſe 
 white/aſhes. the fixed falt, Feen in the 
following manner: 
Take theſe aſhes cilcided: to ehiteis, 
and powdering them in a filver or tin baſon 
or diſh, not copper though tinned, you will 
pour upon it of the pure phlegm of wine, in 


a large quantity, in order to make all boil 


for an hour or more, and in ſuch a manner 
that there may be always a ſufficient quan- 
tity of liquor, to be able to extract, and be- 
come charged with all the ſalt. This ebulli- 
tion ended, and the liquor cool, you will 
pour the whole into a large tall bottle, that 
the feces may ſettle and fall to the bottom; 
after which you will take all the liquor, de- 
canting off clear, or paſſing it thro! a filtre of 
prey _ into a glais body, to diſtil to = 

nels: 
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geſs: take the falt, which ſhall remain at the 
bottom, and calcine it afreſh by a very ſtrong» 
and violent fire; afterwards. diflolve it, aud 
make it 3 before, which you will 
reiterate again; that is to ſay, calcini 

ſtrong — diſſolving in —— — — 
wine, filtring and drying till your Lore ag be ex- 
tremely white, pure, clear, and tranſparent. 
Put this pure ſalt into a good ſtaunch bolt- 
head of glaſs, or a philoſophic egg, which 
oy will ſtop up and lute exactly, in order to 
be expoſed to a reverberatory fire for fifteen 
days or more, and till it has acquired a beau- 
tiful red colour; cauſe to diſſolve this brown 
falt, thus tinged and coloured, in ſpirit of 
wine, which you have above ſeparated from 
the blood after its firſt digeſtion, and before 
ever the milky drops come over: digeſt, very 
ſoftly, your ſolution, till the ſpirit of wiue be 
well tinged and coloured; decant or paſs 
thro' the filtre this coloured ſpirit of wine 
into a glaſs body, and diſtil by balneum ma- 
riz, by a very ſoft degree of heat, every thing 
that can diſtil; you will afterwards add to. 
the tincture which remains at the bottom of 
the body, the volatile ſalt in ſolution and 
union with its milky water, which we di- 
rected above to be ſaved : but before making 
this union, you muſt purify your milky wa- 
ter, united with the volatile ſalt, by ſever 
diſtillations and rectifications. .* 7 
After this union ſhall be thus made, you | 
wall e circulate the whole. 1 ina * 
14 5 glaſs 
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glaſs veſſel, in a very ſoft aſh. heat, and every 
eight days you will put a capital on your cir. 
culatory veſſel, in order to ſeparate the aquo- 
ſity which may diftil off, which aquoſity or 
hlegm you will fave apart with care, as be- 
ing a ſovereign ſecret againſt every affection 
and diſorder. of the eyes. When you ſhall 
have thus drawn off, at ſeveral times, all the 
aquoſity, you will have at the bottom the 
genuine and perfect quinteſſence of the bu- 
man blood, which is the grandeſt ſecret in 
nature, for the conſervation of life and health, 
the reparation of the ſtrength, the increaſe of 
the radical moiſture, and the cure of all diſ. 
_ eaſes, both in general and particular. It is 
the moſt analogous and ſure ſpecifick for the 
radical cure of ſcrophula's, and of all malig- 
nant ulcers, cancerous and leprous, eſpecially 
if, in order to heighten its virtue, you add to 
it a metallic quinteſſence, either of gold, or 
mercury, or antimony. 
The volatile ſalt of the blood, extracted 
quite alone, as we have juſt taught, and ſub- 
limed a number of times, afterwards fixed to 
a perfect redneſs at a lamp heat, in a glaſs 
egg hermetically ſealed, is a ſectet as valua- 
ble as general, and almoſt as efficacious as the 
above quinteſſence, eſpecially if to it be ad- 
ded a little of the metallic quinteſſences which 
we have hinted at, or other ee in par · 
ticular diſeaſes. | 
The doſe is to a dum in cordial waters 
of cinnamon, aniſe, &c. in broth, in treacle, 

in plague-time, of a morning, faſting. 
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A quinteſſence drawn from human Bones. An 

infallible ſpecific in the caries of the bones, 
and for curing the gout and me, 
and quickly aſſuaging pain. 


Take human bones unburied, and expoſed 
to air and weather, day and night, ſummer 


and winter, for a year at leaſt; being pound- 
ed, after cleaning them well from all filth 
or duſt, if there is any, you will put them 


into a diſh or earthen pot, and moiſten them 
well from time to time, for eight or ten days, 
with good ſtrong - bodied and ſpirituous wine: 
put theſe bones, thus imbibed and. moiſt- 
ened, into a proper earthen veſſel, in order 


to diſtil, per deſcenſum, their oil, which you 
will afterwards rectify, by ſeven "Aiſillations, | 


by the retort, in the view of givipg it more 
ſtrength and penetrancy. As to the feces 
remaining at the bottom after diſtillation, 
through defect of oil, they muſt be calcined 
to whitenels by a very violent degree of fire; 
and from theſe aſhes the fixed ſalt muſt be 
drawn, by diſtilled water of dwarf-elder. 
After having purged this ſalt, in the com- 
mon manner, by the ſame water, till the ſo- 


| lution be pure, and without feces, / or atoms, 


which muddy it; it muſt be added to, and 


combined with its pure oil. This intimate 


and perfect union will eaſily be accompliſhed, 
if the ſalt and oil are well 7 perfectly de- 


purated. If we could obſerve, for effecting 


this union, the time when the ſun enters 
aries, 
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aries, which happens yearly between the 
twentieth and twent f Marc] 
much the better, and the remedy will have 
more force and efficacy, becauſe that at that 
time, all the ſolid parts of the human body 
have more ſpirituous juice and radical moi- 


ture; and that beſides, the ſign of aries, 


Which has a kind of analogical dominion on 
the head, from the bones in ſome meaſure 
deriving their origin. or their force, and their 
nouriſhment; through the ſpine of the back, 
communicates to them by the force of its ir- 
radiation, when the ſun is in conjunction 
With it, a ſtronger and more efficacious vir- 
di nalin engen AR 

This quinteſſence ſhould be carefully kept 
in cryſtal flaſks, and you may conſider it, and 
Auſe it, as the moſt ſovereign and moſt excel- 
lent balſam in nature, for curing and aſſus- 
ging all the arthritic pains of the nerves and 
joints, for removing or preventing the: caries 
of the bones, and curing every vitious affec- 
tion of them. It is applied luke warm on the 
ailing part, after having rubbed it a little 
with, the warm hand, and over it is laid a 
compreſs. If it is in order to cure the gout 
or rheumatiſm, purging three or four times 
With the mercurial ſpagirick pills muſt be 


Premiſed, to which add ſome grains of the 


extract of hellebore; _ 
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2 The quinteſſence. of. buman fab. 51 
Nothing is before, nothing more admita! 
ble, than the effects of this quinteſſence, 
which is on à level with W of human 
blood, for the: conſervation of life, the repa- 
ration of the ſtrength h, and the cure of al- 


moſt all bur diſeaſes; but there are very 


few people O underſtand the genuine and 
due preparation of it, which woe deſign to 
give in all its rfection, in Mer to make it 
; ſovereign © theriaca, which! infinitely! ſur- 
paſſes, for efficacy and. virtue; all the theria- 
cal compoſitions made from the fleſi of ſer- 
pents, precious ſtones,” metals ad minerals, 
and ſimples the moſt "reſearched and elabo- 
nated; for every thing delights in its like, is 
ſupported," nHouriched, - and perfected by that 
which is of its ] nature; provided that 
what we take of our own nature be ure 


This purity and Incebraphtibllity,” E mM 
for accompliſhing the o-ſtibliſhroerit” or 
conſervation of our body,>4s''communicated 
to human-fleſh;'in' following the method 
which we are going to preferſbeeGei to! 

Take about Bur or de poutids from the 
our of the't thighs,” buttocks, or loins of a 

ng, ſound; and vigorous man, bine a 
— death, by ſentence of the ju And 
f poſſible," ben the ſun is in the firſt de- 
gree of vitgo; that is to ſay, between the 
twenty and twenty-third of Auguſt ;* throw 
3 this 
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this fleſh into excellent ſpirit of wine per- 
fectly dephlegmated, the ſpirit muſt float a. 
top four or five fingers breadth, in a glaſs 
veſſel well topped, and the whole to remain 


thus for four or five days. After this time, 


you will remove the fleſh from the ſpirit of 
wine, and putting it into a hollow glaſs ba- 
ſon, for inſtance,-1 in a bell, you will imbibe it, 
by ſprinkling it by little and little, and often, 
with a very good ſpirit of ſalt well de phleg- 
mated; your baſon ſhould be put and kept 
always in the: ſhade; under cover from rain, 


but expoſed to the air, and uncovered, yet ſo 


as that no duſt or filth. fall into it, which 
may ſoil the fleſh. After the fleſh ſhall have 

thus: frank up. a-large quantity of ſpirit of 

ſalt, it muſt be expoſed to the air, in the 
the 1ame glaſs baſon, there to 
dry; gradually, and perfectly, turning it from 
time to time. You, may keep of this fleſh 
thus, falted by the ſpirit of alt, dried in the 


ſhade..and. powdered, which,- without any | 


other. preparation, is of very good ſervice for 
the conſervation both of life and health. But 
jet us now draw from it its perfect and ab- 
ſolute quinteſſence, in ordet to Prepare! from 

it that remedy we announced above. 
Take then one or two pounds, or any 
quantity, at pleaſure, of this ſaked and dried 
"wa and reducing, it to an 'alcbhol or im- 
palpable powder, throw it into ſpirit of wine 
in a good glaſs bolt-head ; your, ſpirit ſhould 
be eee * well de Pllegranted, 

1 
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and ſo exactly and often rectified, as to ac- 
quire a very ſtrong flavour, but highly agree- 
able and fragrant. Set it in digeſtion in a 


ſoft bath-heat for fifteen days at leaſt, and 


till the ſpirit of wine turn red, and be tinged 


of the colour of blood ; but apply all your 
attention to have your 'bolt-head' perfectly 
well ſtopped with a good lute, that the ſpirit 
may not evaporate : then decant off all your 


tinged ſpirit of wine into a glaſs circulatory, 


whoſe junctures being very accurately ſtopped 
and luted, you will continue digeſting and 
circulating for eight days by a very ſoft aſh- 
heat, that all the feces may depofite, and 
make a ſediment at the bottom. Rack off 
fine this tincture or coloured ſpirit into a new 
glaſs veſſel, which you will ſtop well; and 


baving collected the feces depoſited at the 


bottom, and adding them to the firſt feces 
remaining after the digeſtion of the powder, 
you will draw off, by a diſtillation in a boiling 
bath-heat, all the humidity you can, which 
you will add to your tincture: then burn and 
calcine to whiteneſs, by a very violent degree 
of fire, all your feces, and extract from theſe 
aſhes the fixed ſalt, with the water of car- 
duus benedictus, or that of the flowers of the 
lime- tree, or of the lilly of the valley; pu- 
ity this falt by very often repeated calcina- 
tions, ſolutions, filtrations, and coagulations, 
till your ſalt be brought to its utmoſt purity, 
white as ſnow, ſhining as cryſtal, ſweet as 
gar, and melting like wax, You will then 

B b „ 
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add it to your tincture, at laſt you will draw 
off from this tincture, by a ſoft ſolution in 
balneo mariæ, the ſuperfluous humidity, till 
your tincture is thickened, and hath the con- 
ſiſtence of run honey: thus you will have a 
perfect quinteſſence, which deſerves to be 
Kent in veſſels of gold, on the ſcore of its 
ſurpriſing and wonderful effects, both for the 
conſervation of health, and the cure of the 
greateſt diſeaſes. The doſe is from three to 
four grains, every morning faſting, in a freſh 
egg, or ſome broth, or ſtomachick waters, 
and other vehicles appropriated and ſuitable 
to the occaſions of the perſon who would uſe | 


The quinteſſence of wolf s 


fleſh; a ſpecifick 
in the ile | 8 8 
Take ten pounds, or any quantity at dif- 
cretion, of the fleſh of a wolf newly killed, 
a pound of mineral arſenick, two pounds of 
the dry roots of the common arum, larch- 
tree, or the greater many-leayed dragon, half 
a pound of ſoot, and ſix pounds of lime- 
water; put and mix the whole together, at- 
ter cutting in pieces the wolf 's fleſh, and beat- 
ing and macerating the roots along with the 
fleſh, and ſet to digeſt in a large glaſs bolt- 
head ſtopped, or putrefy in hot dung for a 
month or forty days; afterwards draw off, 
by a ſoft diſtillation, in balneo marie, all the 
humidity you can by that way ; convey your 
alembick to the ſand, and continue the diſ- 
„%% d Oo - an 
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C tillation by. a ſtrong fire, and heightened 


times all the diſtilled water in an aſh-heat by 
the retort; and calcine the feces, by a violent 
degree of fire, to whiteneſs ; extract the fixed 


alk from theſe calcined feces, with the water 
ic of the many-leayed- dragon, or larch-tree, 
te end perfectly purity it, in the common way; 

to by the fame waters, till the ſolution be clear 

a ad without any feces. After this, diſſolve 

s dis purified falt in its own water, diſtilled 
le above; and rectified four or five times; ſet in 
e gestion, in a ſoft bath-heat, for fifteen days; 


ad after this time, diſtl by the bath, with a 
low heat, all the humidity. which can thus 
ich iſe, and what remains at the bottom, will 
be the ſpecifick, and the quinteſſence of 
lil wolf's fleſh, which you will keep in glaſs 
ed, backs well ſtopped, to be uſed as an infallible 
of vmedy, externally applied for curing and re- 
ch- noring all ſcrophula's, and conducting, to a 
Jalf pod and laudable cicatrice, all forts. of ul- 


ne- ers, malignant and phagedenick, in a very 
af. bort time, by applying externally ſome of 
-at- bis quinteſſence on the ailing part: with this 
the {Wiinteſſence may be mixed ſome oil to ſoften 
olt- b and moderate the pain, which the action 
ra this remedy alone ſometimes cauſes; as ei- 
off, er oil of bitter almonds, of the white of 
the s, or of mandrakes, or, beſt of all, ſome 
our cf our ſolar balſam. This remedy cures alſo 
diſl- eanglions and the cancers, called noli me 


ungere. 5 


SE: * 
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A quinteſſence or elixir drawn from the hart 
Several able phyſicians have ſpoken with 
commendation of this elixir, and it is ſaid 
that a prince of Germany maintained his 
youthful plight, tho' advanced in years, by 
the uſe of it. Every one knows that the hart 
may live for ſeveral ages together, conſe. 
quently there may be extracted from it the 
principles of a life the moſt laſting ; for this 
purpoſe, a hart is cut in pieces, the excre- 


ments are ſeparated, the bones broken; the 
whole is ſet to digeſt, the diſtillation gone 


upon, and the phlegm and faline ſpirits are 
| ſeparated by repeated digeſtions, diſtillations, 
and cohobations; the maſs remaining in the 
alembick, is put into retorts; at firſt there is 
-drawn a yellow oil, and at the cloſe another 
black ſort, very ſtinking; the caput mortuum 
remaining ſhould” be calcined, to extract a 
volatile and fixed falt; from it an earth is ſe- 


parated, which muſt be purified, to be uſed 


for depurating oils, and taking off their ſtink. 
Repeated elaborations ſhould be performed 
on each of theſe ſubſtances, till they are re- 
duced to their elementary ſtate, without any 
admixture of excrementitious matters. In this 
ſtate of purity, the junction of all the prin- 


ciples ſhould be made, from which there ra 
ſults a very fragrant, penetrative elixir, and of 


a ſingular efficacy for prolonging life. 


This expoſal would be more than ſuffici- 


ent for any one already initiated in the ſpa- 
FO - | gyrick 
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grick art, but poſſibly too ſuccin for thoſe 


uninſtructed in that practical ſcience ; where- 
fore we will give the proceſs at large, ſuch 


as M. Chambon, grit phyſician to John 8o- 


bieſky king of Poland, of whom I have al- 
ready, in this work, made mention, executed 


it himſelf, by adding ta it ſome. reflections 


which he made on the ſubject. 
Take a live hart and ficangle it; when 
cold cut it in pieces, and pound it in an iron 
mortar, bones, fleſh, ſkin, entrails, and horns; 
put the whole into carthen retorts well luted, 
a third empty ; leave all in this ſtate. till an 
* — comes forth, which ſhews the putre- 
faction to be beginning: then place the retorts 
on wind- furnaces, to which you will adapt 
large recipients or matraſſes, which you will 
lute, and leave to dry before the operation; 
conduct the fire gradually, till nothing more 
comes over: this finiſned, let the matters 
cool, put thoſe of the recipients into one 


veſſel well ſtopped, afterwards break the re- 


torts, and collect the ſalt remaining in the 


neck, which muſt be added to the diſtilled 


matter, and which was in tlie recipient: cal- 
cine in a ſtrong fire, in an earthen pot well 


ſtopped, what remains at the bottom of the 


retorts, till the wiole. be reduced ta aſhes, 
which is commonly done in ſix hours time; 
beware of unſtopping the pot, till the ope- 
ration is finiſhed, after which you muſt fe- 
move it from the fire, break it, put the mat- 
r an different pieces of grey paper in glaſs 

"#3" funnels, 


2 — 
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funnels, and the funnels in glaſs bodies: re. 
ſume the diſtilled matter, ſeparate the phlegm 
from the oils and falts, which you will ſet 
apart. The diſtillation finiſhed, pour the 
| phlegm or water on the calcined matter, 
placed, as was ſaid above, on grey papers; 
repaſs this phlegm repeatedly on this matter, 
in order to be charged with all the fixed ſalts 
it contains: this done, put your oils and ſalts 
into this lixivium, and the whole into a bolt. 
head, or in ſeveral ſmall ones, with long 
necks, a third empty ; ſuffer this mixture to 
reſt, and when the water is become inſipid, 
or devoid almoſt entirely of faltneſs, with 
which it was ro open the cock at the 
bottom of the veſſel, to let this water run; 
if the veſſel hath no cock, decant the water | 
off, When the matter is well cooled, break 
the veſſel, in order to remove this matter, 
which will reſemble a ſoap, juſt taken from 
the boiler; it muſt be held in a lamp-heat 
for forty days, after which you will put this 


animal ſoap into glaſs or earthen pots, very po 
neat and well ſtopped. 


The uſe to be made of it inthrnally, is as 
follows: you muſt purge, for ſome time, F 
with the aurifick Pills, and take a few gly-M i 
fters before, and even in the courſe of uſing © tro 
jt; of a morning, on an empty ſtomach, there (| ©" 
are given from five to twenty grains, in fix W e 


ee of a Rrong broth. with ſpices z! + 56 


'®, To woke the broth with ſpices, we onghtt to draw ho 
| erna of good PREY good fowl, mountain birds, er 
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muſt keep your bed for two hours, with 
more clothes than ordinary; the uſe of it 
muſt be continued till the health get the x up- 
per-hand, and be able to ſupport itſelf. As 
to the external uſe of it, it is to be applied 
to ulcers; with it tumours, nodes, indura- 
tions, are to be rubbed till cured, by making 
the application twice a-day, heating it a little 
each time when applied; the parts, which 
are not open, are to be rubbed, to make it 
penetrate the better. 

This remedy is fo powerful, as! M. Cham- 
bon, as to be ſuperior to all thoſe in common 
practice, and above all criticiſm. He aſſures 
us, that he makes the publick an unvaluable 
preſent, that he expected neither employ nor 
gratification for communicating it, tho' the 
operation hath coft him much trouble and 
expences. He, moreover, ſays, that this re- 
medy deſerves truly the name of a panacea; 
Lilium, potable gold; that it is à precious 
jewel, which can never be 13 in Hip- 
pocrates or Galen. 


b onA. 


old pigeons, mutton, old cocks'; - to which add fome Fry the 
flour of nutmeg, cloves, and even ſome viper; all meats of a 
ſtrong juice, ſo aromatick herbs : but When you add ſome 
drops of the quinteſſence, at the time of taking it; and it is 
only uſed as a vehicle; it muſt not be too. hot, for fear of 
W and it muſt be taken down at once. 
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Qui Quinteſſences from the vegetable kingdom, 


V OU muſt gather large quantities of black 
hellebore in the month of October, burn 
it, and extract from the aſhes, with care and 
attention, the fixed falt, in the common man- 
ner, which we have taught 3 in ſeyeral places; 
and after purifying this falt, keep it till the 
other parts, which are to form the quinteſ- 
Hence, are done and prepared. Gather alſo, 
in the ſame month, the root, the ſtalks, and 
the leaves of hellebore, and after clearing the 
roots of all the earth, and cleaning the leaves, 


vou will bruiſe the whole 3 in a ſtone mortar, 


with a good large wooden peſtle, and you 
will expreſs the juice by the preſs : after ex- 


preſſion you will divide it into two parcels, 


keep one parcel in a glaſs or ſtone veſſel, to 
be uſed, as ſhall be hereafter ſaid ; and of the 
other parcel you will take two or three pounds, 
which you will put into a glaſs long-necked 


bolt-head, and which you will ſtop well, to 


cauſe it to digeſt in a ſoft bath-heat for ff. 
teen days, after which you will diſtil, by bal- 


neum mariz, all that well can; cohbobate the 


diſtillation on the marck remaining at the 


bottom of the veſſel, afterwards paſs the whole 


through the ſtrainer, and put into the preſs 


what remains over, to expreſs and have all 
the juice; cauſe to evaporate a little, but very 


ſoftly, the 2 for the ſalt, contained 
| | therein, 
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therein, to cryſtallize in a cool place, where 


you will put in a pipkin all your cryſtals, 
drawn pure, neat, and beautiful, and nch 


them for future aſe; From the parcel, which 
we faid was to be reſerved after diviſion, you 
will draw the pure ſpirits in the manner pre- 


ſcribed, and with the attention and addreſs 


neceſſary for a ſkilful artiſt. Having drawn 


our ſpirits, and having them pure and de- 


phlegmated, you will add to them the cry- 


{tals reſerved, and diſtil the whole: together 
for ſeven times, after which you will ſtill add 
your pure fixed falt, drawn from the aſhes - 
of the hellebore, which you have alſo reſer- 


ved from the beginning of this operation: 


and thus you will have all the principles uni- 
ted, which you will keep in a cryſtal flaſk 


well ſtopped, after adding a. little ſpirit of 


roſes, impregnated with tome grains of am- 
ber and muſk. 

The doſe of this quinteſſence i is go a 
ſcruple for old decrepid people every week, 
and for younger people once a month in broth, 
the yolk of a freſh egg, cinnamon-water, 


imperial-water, malvoiſy, old wine with ſu- 


gar, &c. 
Though. this quinteſſence be no o Cd : 
Pula 's and ulcers, as it is the beſt of 

all thoſe. extracted from vegetables, for the 
reparation and conſervation of the human 
body, it may be very ſalutary in all ſorts of 
diſeaſes, and thus deſerve to be placed here, 
at the head of thoſe which have a peculiar, 


virtue 
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virtue in the cure of the malady which we 


have been upon. 
nav 


The guinteſſence of the greater and leſs 
7 centaury. 5 5 
There ſhould at firſt be drawn the tincture 
of both centauries; this tincture, which alone 
is a very gentle purgative in ſeroſities, is 
drawn by the ſpirit of wine and vinegar of 
ſulphur. Having this tincture pure, it muſt 
be kept in order to add it to the quinteſſence, 
which you will make of the whole plant, in 
the very way and manner juſt given for mak- 
ing the quinteſſence of hellebore; that is to 
ſay, that after expreſſing the juice of the 


plant, leaving it to ferment, and drawing 


from it the etherial ſpirit, entirely dephleg- 
mating, and perfectly purifying it by ſeveral 


repeated rectifications, drawing the oil per de- 


ſcenſum, rectifying it three or four times on 
colcothar, to take off all its empyreuma, and 
to purge it from its heterogeneities; drawing 
the fixed ſalt from the calcined aſhes, and 
perfectly depurating this ſalt by calcinations, 
folutions in its phlegm, and by the requiſite 
filtrations and deficcations repeated ſeveral 
times; you will combine theſe three prin- 


ciples by a ſoft bath- heat; and the combina- 


tion finiſhed, you will add the tinEture drawn 
from the flowers: and thus you will have a 
perfect quinteſſence, whoſe virtues are admi- 


rable, and almoſt univerſal, for expelling, all 
the vitious and ſuperabundant humours of the 


human 


- © -tw6 od. 3 A, — hy. on egy 
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human body, healing every wound, every 
hurt, every internal ulcer, aſſuaging every 

pain, comforting and relieving every perſon 
of a weak ſtate of health, and of vitious hu- 
mours. The doſe is to two drams of a morn- 
ing on an empty ſtomach, keeping home, and 
a regimen in broth, freſh eggs, ſyrups, or 
water appropriated to the malady. _ 


Pe quinteſſence of the round-rooted birthwort 
Theſe muſt be gathered in the ſpring, 
above all the roots of theſe plants, a large 
and nearly an equal quantity of each; bruiſe 
them, both roots, leaves, and ſtalks, and ex- 
preſs all their juice by the preſs; put this 
Juice into glaſs veſſels, in a cellar, to ferment. 
After the fermentation is all over, and at a 
ſtand a little, diſtil by a very ſoft fire, in or- 
der to ſeparate the etherial ſpirit from the 
phlegm ; continue the diſtillation, after draw- 
ing off the ſpirit, and ſhifting the recipient, 
to take off all the phlegm, yet without run- 
ning the marck dry, which muſt be left moiſt. 
This phlegm will ſerve for extracting and 

purifying the fixed ſalt; cohobate. the ſpirit 
which you have drawn, and which is in ſome 
ſort dephlegmated, on the moiſt marck re- 
maining at the bottom of the body; digeſt 
for five or fix hours in a ſoft warmth, diſtil 
the ſpirit by a very gentle heat, and ſeparate, 
as much as poſſible, the phlegm ; cohobate 
' a>new this diſtilled ſpirit on the moiſt marck 
I remaining 
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remaining at the bottom, digeſt for two or 
three days, and re- diſtil the ſpirit, dephleg- 
mating it at each time, and leaving the marck 
not dry, which you will reiterate and conti- 
nue doing in the ſame manner, till the vo- 


latile ſalt aſcend into the capital: gather this 
ſalt very neat, after it is all aſcended, and no 


more of it remains in the feces; and rectify 
it three or four times with its pure ſpirit, to 
which you will add it. Then, having a 
quantity of dry roots and ſtalks gf theſe two 
plants, you will break and cut them in pie- 
ces, to extract the oil per deſcenſum, in the 
accuſtomed manner : 10 drawyn this oil, 
and parted it from the water, you will rectify 
it three or four times, or more if neceſſary, 
to take off its empyreumatick odour, by the 
retort on colcothar, which you will ſhift at 
each rectification, You will add to this pure 
oil flowers of mullein and St. John's-wort, 


which you will leave in the ſun for a month; 
neatly remove theſe flowers, and expreſs the 
oil, to which you will add freſh flowers of 


the ſame kind, for four or five times, expreſ- 
ſing them always till your oil has got a beau- 
tiful red tincture. At laſt you will draw the 
fixed falt from the aſhes of theſe plants, and 
party it perfectly by ſolutions in its phlegm, 
by repeated calcinations, filtrations, and de- 
ſiccations: and when this ſalt is perfectly 
pure, as to leave no mote, no muddineſs in 
the ſolution, and be very white, limpid, and 


clear, ſoft and fuſile, you will add it to the 
Ka ws. | a a el TY other 
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other pure parts which you have extracted 
from theſe plants; that is to ſay, to the ſpi- 
rit and oil, and you will make a perfe& and 
ſubſtantial union of them by a digeſtion in a 
ſoft bath-heat. And if you would add to it 
oil of wax, incenſe, and turpentine,” you will 
make the greateſt, moſt perfe&, and moſt ex- 
cellent balſam of the vegetable nature, for 
the abſolute cure of all ſorts of wounds and 
ulcers, both  limple and compound, recent 
or inveterate, internal or external. The diſ- 
patch, the mildneſß, and the perfection of 
theſe cures, may make it be conſidered as 
approaching to a miracle. This balſam is 
taken internally, according to the caſe, in ap- 
propriated and ſuitable vehicles, at any hour, 
according to the urgeney of the caſe. It is 
applied externally, by mixing it with appro- 
priated unguents, and hot, on the hurt or 
wound, after waſhing with wine and oil, 
and a tent of lint, moiſtened with the arca- 
num, is left upon the wound, with a com- 
preſs and bandages over; no ſimple wound 
bots 18 cured 1 in twenty-four hours. | 


The qui nteſſence of ſea- cabbage or Gldanells; a 
ſovereign topick for reſoluing and diſcuſſing 
all forts of cold and ſcirrhous, and quickly 
bringing lo ſuppuration' bot and FR 


nick, tumours, - 


This. plant, leaves, ſtalks, and roots, ſhould 
by gathered in great quantity, in the ſpring - 
of the year, becauſe then it is full of juice, 

which 
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which abounds in a ſpirit and nectar of life 
the plant muſt be firſt bruiſed in all its parts, 
and all its juice ſtrongly expreſſed by the 
preſs ; this juice is to be put into ti bt glaſs 
veſſels in a cellar, there to ferment 4. el af. 
terwards, by a very ſoft degree of heat, the 
etherial ſpirit and the phlegm apart, yet with- 
out dryin, the marck, but leaving it freſh - 
and a little moiſt 3 ; rectify and entirely de- 
phlegmate the ſpirit by five or ſeven diſtilla- 
tions ; cohobate this pure ſpirit on the marck 
of the firſt diſtillation, digeſt by a gentle heat 
for ſome days; re-diſtil this ſpirit, and re-co- 
hobate, till it has got out of the marck all the 
volatile ſalt, which will happen in the fourth 
or fifth diſtillation, when this volatile alt 
will riſe with the ſpirit, and faſten white as 
ſnow, on the ſides of the body, and in the 
capital. Laſtly, add this volatile ſalt to its 

ſpirit entirely dephlegmated, and rectify them 
together three or four times, along with the 
fixed falt drawn from the aſhes of the plant, 
and purified to the utmoſt perfection, as we 


have ſaid and taught above. The ſubſtantial 


union will be accompliſhed by a fermenta- 
tion for eight hours, in a lukewarm heat, and 
afterwards by a gentle digeſtion for fifteen 
days in aſhes : you will keep this quinteſſence 
carefully in a glaſs flaſk. well corked, It is 
proper in the cure of ſeveral diſcaſes, ' and 
for purifying the blood when taken inwardly. 
The doſe is from half a drachm to a whole 
drachm, for thoſe of a good e . 

a 
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a ſtrong and robuſt conſtitution z. to be given 
in broths or. ſyrups proper for the diſeaſe. 
This remedy mult be taken very early in the 
morning, the patient muſt. keep his room, 
and obſerve the proper regimen ;, the. remedy 
muſt be repeated ſome days after, if the die 
order continue; and if the diſeaſe be c 
nical, and of a long ſtanding, it muſt be taken 
| thrice a month, It is to be obſerved, that 
this remedy being often emetick, it may: be 
ſoftened, and this vomitive quality taken 
off, by letting very good ſpirits of wine, Clr- 
culate over it for ten or twelve days. | 
For diſcuſſing cold humours, diſſolving 
ſcirrhous, and ripening hot and inflamma- 
tory tumours, the only en it in exter- | 
| 


nally, is ſufficient.” + 36% 46 was. al 


A tinfure of the flowers of the 2 dragon, 

4 ſpecifick for cicatriſing ſeropbula 5 after 
they have been extinguiſhed and cured inter- 
nally by the ſecrets of mer cuts or pi ment, 
or anti mony. 


Ihe herb dragon 9 a large cubical 
and purple flower; expreſs. t the juice of this 
flower by the preſs, get a quantity of it, which 
put into one or more glaſs, or ſtone veſſels, 
together with a little leaven ; ſtop up the 
veſſel cloſe, yet not to be full, leſt it break, 
and put it in a cellar to ferment. After fer- 
menting, diſtil, with a very gentle fire, or in 
a luke warm heat, the etherial ſpirit, which, 
dephlegmate and rectify fix or ſeven times: 
you. will take freſh flowers, and pour upon 
them 
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them in a matraſs, where add thereto a little 
Vinegar, or acid of ſulphur, all your rectified 
ſpirits ; you thus leave your matraſs ſtopped 
up cloſe in a lukewarm place, but not over- 
the fire or in the ſun, for the ſpace of a month 


or forty days; afterwards remove and expreſs 


properly the flowers, and add to your tincture 


not only the volatile ſalt, but likewiſe the fixed 


falt of the plant, which you will extract and 


purify in the common way, as has been aid | 


before in the other arcana. 
By the ſame method may be got the tinc- 


ture of other flowers, and all their virtue and | 


odour be nenn 


De qui intelſence + i outpents ne. 


ne one or two pounds of turpentine, 
the Venice turpentine is the beſt ; mix it with 


an equal weight of very good ſpirits of wine 


well alcoholized, beat it for ſome time with 
a wooden ſpatula, till the turpentine be en- 
tirely diſſolved and incorporated with the ſpi- 


rits of wine : when it is well Incorporated, | 


you will put it into a large ſtrong glaſs ma- 


traſs, ſo that there may.be at leaſt the third 
part, or the half of it, empty ; ſhake and ftir 
the veſſel very well, and for ſome time, 
until the liquor become like a white froth; 
then let it ſettle in a cool place, till the feces 
fall to the bottom and form a ſediment. 
When all is ſettled, you will ſee the ſpirits 
of wine float a- top of all, underneath will be 
Wy — Aetves into an oil of a yellow 
* * * 
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colour, and under that will be a very white 
alt of the turpentine, which is to be ſepara- 
ted and dried, and which is of a cathartick 
virtue, and a ſtrong purgative; yet, however, 
without cauſing either heat, colick, violent 
effects, or nauſea's, and, inſhort, without any 
danger or alteration. As to the ſpirits of 
wine and the oil, after mixing them together, 

kt them digeſt in a luke warm bath- heat for 
fifteen days, the veſſel being ſtopped up very 
cloſe and luted, that none of the ſpirits max 
eſcape. After this digeſtion, diſtil by an aſn- 
heat, obſerving the different degrees of the fire. 
At firſt give it a ſlow fire, till the ſpirit of 

turpentine; together with the ſpirits! of wine 
and the phlegm; come over in the diſtilla- 
tion: then, after changing the recipient, 
heighten the fire, and the oil of turpentine 


will come over of a yellow colour; upon ſtill 


heightening the fire, the red oil will come 
over; and continue the ſame degtee of fire 


til the diſtillation be quite finiſhed Put 


both theſe oils together, the yellow and the 
ted, rectifying them three or four times in a 
tetort. As to the marck, or magma, which 
remains dry at the bottom of the cucurbite; 
you muſt reduce it to a fine powder in a glaſs 
or marble mortar, with a glaſs peſtle, and pour 
upon it: three times its weight of the ſpirit of 
turpentine that has come over in the firſt diſ- 
tillation, together with the ſpirits of wine. Di- 


geſt it in a lukewarm bath-heat, in a veſſel cloſe 
ſtopped up for fifteen days, that all the matck 
15001 1 


may 


386 ATREAT ISE on | 

may be well diſſolved: diſtil it afterwards in 
a very gentle aſh-heat, cohobate that which 
bas been diſtilled, digeſt it again, re-diſtil 
and re-cohobate it, &c. which you will re- 
peat until the volatile ſalt riſe with the ſpi- 
rits, and coagulate on the capital, in the 
form of honey, or go to the bottom af the 
recipient in the form of oil. As to the marck 
that remains after this diſtillation, you may 
calcine it, and reduce it to aſhes, in order to 
get a little of the fixed falt it contains; but 
it has very little, becauſe the ſubſtance of the 


turpentine is almoſt altogether ſalphurous, 


and compoſed of volatile particles, that eva- 
porate almoſt entirely in calcination; where- 
fore if one would have a fixed falt to add to 
the other principles, a quantity of this com- 
mon refur muſt be burnt with the entire 
marck. After this, by our common method, 
the fixed falt, and even the volatile ſalt, being 


rfectly depurated according to art, will be 


m a condition to be added to the ſpirit and 
the oil; namely, the fixth part of the ſpirit, 
and the ninth part of the oil, both yellow 
and red, put together, and ſo to mix the 
whole, and keep it in cryſtal flaſks well ſtop- 
| ped, as an admirable ſecret, and of a furpri- 
fing and ſovereign virtue in chronical diſeaſes, 
for the cure of the moſt obſtinate, and the 
relief of ſuch as are abſolutely incurable. | 


Wee quinteſſence of h ] 
There is no remedy in phyfick, that has 
been ſo much commended, and ſo much 

5 ” blamed, 
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blamed, as opium, either by the ancients or 
the moderns; Hippocrates made great elo- 
giums upon it, and gave it the preference on 
all occaſions; Pliny and Galen have found 
fault with it: Paracelſtis, and ſuch as follow 
his doctrine, have extolled it highly z and 
whole nations. conſtantly uſe it. The Indi- 
ans make uſe of it, not only in their diſeaſes, 
and to diffipate their melancholy and anxiety, 
but likewiſe to procure their women joy and 
pleaſure, which is ſo much the more agree- 
able, as with them it has always the reliſh 
of novelty, and which, without cloying, leaves 
them the pleaſure of reſuming it again. 

The Turks likewiſe make uſe of moſlac, 
which is no other than opium, for the ſame 
purpoſes and deſign as the Indians, and for 
animating them in battle, and for raiſing their 
courage. Laſtly, experiments, a thouſand 
and a thouſand times repeated, and the happy 
ſucceſs with which they have been attended, 
have confirmed its reputation, and eſtabliſhed 
is uſe in phyſick, ſo that it is called lauda- 
num; that is to ſay, it cannot be too much 
commended. 

However, where is. abundance of difficul- 
ty, inconvenience, and danger, in admini- 
ſtering this remedy ; not but that it is an 
excellent thing in itſelf, when well prepa- 
red, and properly adminiſtered ; but this is 
rarely! done; for it is a akon; and our 
greateſt adepts have not perfectly known the 
right mn of preparing it, either on ac- 

C . count 


be diſagreeable and ſoporiferous. 
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count of the toaſting they gave it, the me. 
diums which they made uſe of, and the ad. 


_ ditions which they put in the compoſition of 


this remedy. Moreover, it is not thoroughly 
determined, that we have in Europe the true 
opium, at leaſt there is room to believe that 
it is adulterated ; we ſee no opium in drops 
or tears, and I queſtion whether there be any. 
However that be, being obliged to uſe the 
opium. which is brought from' abroad, that 
which comes from Thebes, or Grand Cairo, 
is reckoned the beſt; you ſhould chuſe it 


heavy, compact, clean, glutinous, of a black 


colour, inclining to red, inflammable, bitter 
to the taſte, and a little acrid; its ſmell ſhould 
- Inſtead of endeavouring to remove the dif- 
ficulties which I have juſt ſhewn, and to 
make a good preparation of opium, in order 
to be able to adminiſter it without uncertain- 
ty, danger, and always with ſucceſs, people 


have fallen into frivolous queſtions, namely, 
whether opium be cold or hot? If they had 


analyzed it, they would have been' convinced 
that this mixt is almoſt altogether ſulphur, * 
From theſe queſtions, which have begot a 


vaſt number of diſputes and writings, peopls 


have adopted a ſyſtem and opinions as frivo- 


lous. For what reaſon, ſay they, is opium a 


poiſon ? why is it ſoporiferous? Becauſe, as 
they believe, it has particles figured: in ſuch a 


manner, as to ſtick to the particles of the vi- 


tal or animal ſpirits, and embarraſſing them, 
-hinder 
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hinder their motion, and ſo bring on ſleep · 
I ſincerely avow that I know nothing of this 
jargon, and that I ſhould. know juſt as much 
of it, as if the ſomniferous power of opium 
were aſcribed to an occult quality, which at 
this day is treated as ignorance, 5 

No: I have no mind, to give myſelf any 
trouble about knowing how its effects are 
produced, and in what manner opium brings 
on ſleep ; it is ſufficient for me to know that 
it does ſo; I honeſtly declare, that I do not 
know any thing of it, and that whatever at- 
tempts I have made in my own thoughts to 
know it, I have not been able to ſucceed. 
By this avowal, T think, I merit the title of 
as good a phyſician as any of thoſe who fay 
things they fancy in their own heads, and 
iy a great deal leſs than if they had faid no- 

ing. 1, Ty gt he 

Boy I ought not to be contented with find- 


ing out the faults of others, I ought to do 


better; and thus I ſhould confine myſelf only 
to know, that opium has a ſomniferous qua- 
lity, which the Creator of all things has gi- 
yen it; it is no matter how: I ſhould only 


be concerned about putting it in ſuch a ſtate, 


35 to operate well, uſefully, and without any 
danger, or troubleſome accident, as Vanhel- 
mont ſays, Felix æger cujus auxiliator medi- 
cus novit lethalia 4 papavere ſeparare; i. e. 
* happy. the patient whoſe phyſician knows 
* how to ſeparate whatever is mortal from 


16 ”” . | 
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We know how . are alarmed, when 
opium is propoſed to be given, from the in- 
ſtances which we have of the misfortunes 
that have ariſen from it often, when admi- 
niſtered according to the common prepara- 
tions, which are looked upon as the moſt in- 
fallible in the common pharmacy, a ſingle 
grain of which can kill a patient; which 
ſhows that it 1s one of the rankeſt poiſons, 
conſequently this preparation is, bad, much 
to be dreaded, and does not anſwer expec- 
tation, as not being founded upon true phy- 
ſicks: however, there is not a remedy in the 
vegetable kingdom, that has a more energe- 
tical, more noble, or ſo infallible a virtue, as 
opium when well prepared ; and that by the 
cures thereby performed upon people, from 
_ diſpoſitions which often appear ſo oppoſite, 


that one would be tempted to ſay that there 


' was an intelligent principle, as it were, in this 
_ remedy, to perform as it ought. ; 

In fact, it is applied with ſuccefs almoſt in 
every caſe, when one knows how to make a 
proper uſe of it, becauſe when nature can re- 
cover a calm in any diſeaſe, more than half 

way is got towards the cure, and often with- 
out any other remedy, ſhe alone performs 
what is proper to be done. 
Nature never produces theſe effects, if ſhe 
be not ſu juris, and in a ſtate of tranquillity, 
into which ſhe alone cannot put herſelf be- 
ing too much agitated, confined, and almoſt 
_ vanquiſhed. A doſe of opium is given in- 
| ternally 5 
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ternally, and it is applied externally; if it be 
well prepared, a calm comes on directly as it 
were by a kind of miracle, nature is re- inſta- 
ted again in her juſt rights, the ſpirits which 
were diſordered recovering vigour, one falls > 
aſleep, ſweats gently, and feels no more pain 
it is a kind of magick, which produces a ſort 

of atony, ſo to ſpeak. Before J finiſh what 
I thought proper to ſay on the ſubject of 
opium, in order to expreſs myſelf more ac- 
curately, I ſhall uſe the very terms given 
us by Paracelſus and Vanhelmont upon the 
fame ſubject. ene e IS es 
Vanhelmont ſays, that it appeaſes the irri- 
tations, ſeditions, violent commotions, inqui- 
etudes, rage, and fury of the archeus, or ori- 
ginal principle, which is the chief director of 
life, conſequently of healtk and ſickneſs; ſo 
that it reſtores peace and harmony between 
the mover and its motions, in ſo effectual a 
manner, that after having gently appeaſed 
pains, it brings on a ſweet agreeable ſleep, 
which reſtores nature entirely, and re- eſta- 
bliſhes the ſtrength of the poor patients, who 
are weak and languid, on account of the pain 
ariſing from inquietudes and watchings, which 
certainly is at leaſt half the cure of a diſeaſe, 
what quality ſoever it be of; for, ſomnus re- 
he Parat wires, faſſague membra levat, i. e. ſleep 
ty, « repairs ſtrength, and relieves the fatigued 
be⸗ “ body; whence may be concluded, that na- 
oft fura corroborata eſt onnium morborum medica- 
in- trix; i. e. that © nature, being corroborated, 
ly, WES n 
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* cures all diſeaſes.” This is confirmed even 
by the text of Paracelſus, in his 7th book de 
archidoxis, in the chapter that treats of the 
ſpecifick anodyne: There are ſeveral rea- 


* ſons, ſays this author, which have obli- 
** ged us to ſpeak of this ſpecifick anodyne, 


* becauſe we have treated certain diſeaſes, 


* where all our arcana's have failed us, ex- 


cept this ſpecifick anodyne alone, which 
has produced marvellous effects, at which 
we have not been nevertheleſs ſurpriſed, 
becauſe. we know that water extinguiſhes 
fire, and this: anodyne extinguiſhes diſeaſes 
in the. ſame manner, and that for ſeveral 
reaſons, which we forbear mentioning ; 
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«* for that which reſts and ſleeps, does no 


cc 


harm even naturally: if therefore the pa- 
roxyſm be laid aſleep, it is not felt at all, 
* its operation. ceaſes, and is not perceived, 


* anxiety, and melancholy, to paſs away 


unperceived. But here we muſt obſerve, 


“ that it is not neceſſary that the perſon 


cc 


c ſleep, but that the very diſeaſe muſt do 
e tao.” 


Though I have already proved, that fer- 


mentation ſhould be a general and neceſſary 
preparation for all matters, I think it never- 
theleſs of importance to acquaint, that it is 


indiſpenſible, particularly for vegetables; there 


is however a little art to be uſed, and ſome 
n to be made, as to different ſubjectz; 


where- 


Herein we haye cauſe to comfort ourſelves, 
that ſleep makes a great deal of uneaſineſs, 


bu e "PD wwe 
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wherefore I have thought it of uſe to enter 


into a particular detail, by making the pro- 
per diſtinctions as to each; for inſtance, gums 
contain ſomething reſinous, that is hard to 


diſſolve in water. I ſhall explain myſelf 


more preciſely in another place, that I may 


leave no ambiguity, nor any thing farther to 


be deſired for a perfect preparation. 
Take fifteen pounds of dew gathered in 


the month of May, or rain-water, which you 
will diſtil; after that is done, you will take 


twelve pounds of it, which you will put in- 
to a good and ſtrong matraſs half filled, into 


which you will put three pounds of good 
honey, called roi de Narbonne; your matraſs 


being ſtopped up cloſe, and your water and 
honey being in it, put it in a ſtove, and let 
it ferment; after it has fermented, take three 
pounds of the diſtilled dew or rain-water, 
which you have had from the fifteen pounds 


| above-mentioned, mix them in a very tight 
ſtone pan, take a pound of good opium, 


which you muſt beat very well in the pan 


where the three pounds of water are, and 
keep doing ſo till the whole be reduced to a 


pap or maſh, with the water which diſ- 


ſolves at the fame time what is 2 


warm that which is in the pan, and 
it into the matraſs where the honey ral ta 


and though that which is muddy do not diſ- 


ſolve at firſt, however the action of the fer- 
ment diflolves and purifies it by degrees, which 


excites a much ſtronger motion than the ho- 


ney 
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ney alone can; fo you muſt put your matraf 
in which are the honey, water, and opium, 
into a ſtove, until this new ſolution and fer- 
mentation be finiſhed : after all is over, and 


in this condition, take a large glaſs cucurbite, 
place it upon an athanor in a ſand-heat, with- | 
out lighting the fire, put a glaſs funnel to this 


cucurbite, and with'ſome filtring paper, care- 
fully filter the matters in the matraſs : when 
you have done this, take the funnel away, 
and fit on the cucurbite its capital and re- 
ciptent, luting the whole very cloſe, and 
when the luting is dry, light the fire, diſtil 
with a graduated fire, and draw off all the 
ſpirits that have the taſte of opium : when 
no more ſpirits riſe, let the fire go out, let the 
veſſels cool, unlute the recipient, ſtop it up 
cloſe, take the cucurbite, pour what is in it in- 
to a glaſs evaporatory, put it on an athanor in 
an aſh- heat, and 'make all the phlegm evapo- 
rate with a flow heat, till it be of the con- 
ſiſtence of a very liquid honey; in this con- 

dition put the whole together, that which 
hall remain in the evaporatory, and the ſpi- 
rits in the recipient that are not rectified, to 
the end that the phlegm may diffolve the 
falt and the tincture of the reſidue ; ſhake 
and ſtir all theſe matters in the recipient, put 
it to digeſt with a very gentle fire, in an aſh- 
| heat, for three days together: after this di- 
geſtion, ſolution, and union, filter your matters, 
rectify and draw off the phlegm by a gentle 
diſtillation in balneo marie; by this means 
| you 
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you will have the ſalt of the opium, which 


is ſudorifick, united with its volatile ſulphur, 
that produces a marvellous ſecret, which you 
muſt keep in a cryſtal flaſk for the following 
ule. oh 5 fs 

This opium thus prepared, is an infallible 
ſpecifick for all diſeaſes, it is ſoporiferous, 
anodyne, and ſudorifick, it lays ſharp pains, 


it is good for rheumatiſms, nephritick colicks, 


inflammations of the thorax and brain, deli- 
riums, violent dyſenteries, accompanied with 
gripes and vapours; and for all caſes where 
the acrimony of the humour wants to be 
ſoftened and tempered. . 
The doſe is from ten, fifteen, twenty, or 


forty drops, which may be put in proper ve- 
- hicles for the diſeaſes, cinnamon waters, eſ- 


ſence of vipers, or aromatick broth : the ef- 
fects of this remedy are gentle and infallible, 


without fear of any bad accident. . 


This remedy is ſo gentle, ſo analogous to 


our natures, that it is almoſt impoſſible to 


erceive any alteration in the pulſe of the pa- 


tient who has taken it, which is quite other- 
wiſe when common laudanum is taken. It 


does not neceſſarily cauſe ſleep, ſeeing that a 
great many patients who take it, are not for- 


eibly made to fleep by a ſudden ſtupefaction, 


as laudanum prepared in the common way 
does; but the patient finds by it all the good 
effects of refreſhing eaſe and tranquillity that 
he can deſire ; fo that if he ſleep, it is rather 


from a call of nature, than from any over- 


_ ruling 
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ruling determination in the remedy; from 


which it may be concluded, of what ſervice 
; fuch A remedy may be in 9. 


CH A P. | 
Quinteſſences drawn from the — kingdom, 


3. ae quinteſſence of mercury. 


AJERCURY, properly and duly Prepa- 
| M red, contains the greateſt, the moſt uni- 
verſal, and the moſt ſovereign remedy in na- 


ture, for the cure of almoſt all diſeaſes, ſome 


of which yield to no other: it is eſpecially a 
ſpecifick, as all the world agrees, for all ve- 
nereal diſeaſes, for purifying the blood, and 
evacuating cold humours, conſequently for 
curing ſpeedily and thoroughly ſcrophula's, 
of what nature ſoever they be, or to what de- 
gree ſoever of malignity they are raiſed, ulce- 
rated or not: but in order that mercury may 
produce all theſe ſalutary effects, without 


producing any other bad ones, and without 


any danger, one muſt prepare and free it 
from its natural leproſy, ſoften its arſenical 


cauſtick quality, and digeſt its malignant cru- 


dities. In a word, ſever and extract from the 
centre of its ſubſtance, the perfect pure part 
which it- contains, and which abſorbs and 
deſtroys all the bad qualities it has in it, at 


which one may infallibly arrive by the fol- 


lowing method. 


Get mercury taken from irtificial cinnabar 


| waſhed and purged very well with _ 
. 
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led vinegar, and purified ſalt, and 1 | 
two or three times thorough ſhamois leather; 
ſublime it three or four times with vitriol and 
purified nitre (for if the intermediate bodies be 
not pure, the ſublimation cannot be ſo) after 
this you will ſublime it ſeven times with decre- 
pitated and well purified ſalt alone, changing 
and ' renewing the ſalt in each ſublimation. 
The ſublimations ſhould be made with a well 
graduated fire, kept up ſlowly for four or five 
hours at leaſt, in order that the ſpirits of the 
ſalt may have time to open and penetrate the 
mercury, before they take it up, and ſo by 
that means not take up with it its impuri- 
ties; it is mueh better to do the ſublimations 
in glaſs retorts, or a matraſs laid upon its 
ſide, with a recipient to the neck, in order 
to receive the ſpirits that will come over: 
theſe ſpirits are very good, and will ſerve you 
for other | uſes; and, beſides, the | 
taking no air by the aperture of the ſubliina- 
ting veſſel, has more ſpirit, and is purified 
more thoroughly : you ſhould likewiſe ob- 
ſerve, in each ſublimation, not to take of the 
ſublimate mercury but what is cryſtalline and 
compact, and to reje& all that which is 
around the veſſel, or ſticks to it, that is not 
bright, or that is fuliginous, and like fine 
meal-duſt. Having thus the mercury ſubli- 
med very pure, very white, and very bright, 
you will reduce it to a powder in a long- 
necked matraſs, and pour upon it, to the 
height. of four or five fingers, perfect ſpirits - 
of Gale rectified ſeveral times, and entirely de- 
phlegmated, 
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phlegmated, or even its own vinegar recti- 
fied, that is prepared and extracted from a 
pure amalgama of tin, very pure crude mer- 
cury, and very well ſublimated 2 ex- 
tracted with one or other of theſe diſſolvents, 
for a whole month together, that is to ſay, 
forty days, in a luke warm bath- heat, keeping 
your veſſel always very cloſe ſtopped. When 
this time is paſt, you will decant into another 
_ glaſs veſſel all the ſolution that is clear, and 
pour - ſome freſh diſſolvent, of the fame na- 
ture with that which you have been uſing, 
upon what remains in the bottom of the ma- 
traſs, and has not been diſſolved: digeſt it as 
before, until the ſublimate mercury be quite 
diſſolved by your diſſolvent; and if by this 
ſecond addition of the diſſolvent, there till 
remain ſome mercury undiſſolved, you will 
add more of it ſtill, and digeſt it, and that 
until there remain at the bottom of the ma- 
traſs only ſome ſlight feces: put all your ſo- 


lutions in a good matraſs, and add thereto a | 
ſufficient quantity of very good alcohol of 


wine, ſo that there may be almoſt the ſame 
weight with your other diſſolvents, and ſee 
that your matraſs be but two-thirds full at 
moſt: ſeal the veſſel very cloſe up, and put it to 
digeſt in a lukewarm bath- heat, till it hath 
come to putrefaction; then put the diſtilling 
veſſel _ aſhes, and diſtil with a gentle heat 


all the ſpirits from it: when theſe have come 


over, you will heighten the fire after chang- 
ing the recipient, and with a graduated fire — 
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will make the oil of mercury to come over; 
which when done, at leaſt in part, you will 
leave in the bottom of the retort the feces, 


which you will take out to diſſolve and di- 


geſt, as before, in the ſame ſpitits which you 
will ſce diſtilled. You will do in every thing 
with theſe feces, as we have ſaid already, un- 
til the whole ſubſtance of your ſublimated 
mercury have riſer in white oil, and the fe- 
ces which remain at the bottom be altoge- 
ther black, and in ſmall quantity; you will 
calcine theſe black feces with a very ſtrong 
fire, and they will have acquired a kind of 
whiteneſs, from which you may then get a 
common method, and add it to the oil which 
you will have rectified ſeven times in freſh 
retorts: thus will you have finiſhed your 
2 which you will keep in eryſtal 

aſks cloſe: ſtopped up, to uſe as occaſion re- 


The quinteene of rfl, ſpecifi 

be radical cure of ſcropbula s. 
Tho' arſenick and orpiment, fuch as na- 
ture furniſhes us with, be the moſt violent 
and dangerous poiſons, however by means of 


the ſpagirick art, managed by a ſxilful and 


expert hand, may be drawn therefrom, the 


moſt perfect, and moſt ſovereign remedies ; 


remedies that are gentle and friendly to our 
natures, and remedies that are infallible for 
the cure of a great number of W 


- | 
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for all ſorts of ulcers, particularly. cancers ald 
ſcrophula's, both internal and external. The 
reaſon of this marvellous change that is made 
from a mortal | poiſon to an animating the- 
riaca is, that arſenick, whether white, yellow, 


or red; for they are all of the fame nature, 


and only differ as to more or leſs digeſtion, 
and a more or leſs exalted ſulphur; arfenick, 
F-fay, contains plentifully in its centre the 


pure part the fire and ſalt of nature; and it is 


24̃ poiſon only on account of the great number 


of heterogeneous particles that enter into its 
compulition, and the extreme crudity of its 

ts. It is from hence that people com- 
monly ſay, and often without -knawing for 


what reaſon, ſuch and ſuch a mixt, vegetable 


or mineral, contains arſenical particles; that 
is to ſay, heterogeneous and very crude par- 
ticles: but by my labours, conducted accord- 

to the true rules of art, I remedy theſe 
defects; I perfectly ſeparate and reject theſe 
heterogeneous parts, and I give the pure ſub- 
ſtance the neceſſary digeſtion, in diſengaging 
from the centre this fire oy nature, which 


alone effects all that is ſalutary, and creates, 


ſo to ſpeak, a perfect being. You will arrive 
at it, with the help of God, by conducting 
your labours pom beer ng in the following 
manner: 

Take a pound, or what abi you pleaſe, 
of a 5:e7ponh and after reducing it to a fine 


er, you will mix it well with double 


its weight of good, pure, and well dried _ 
3 ut 
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Put all this mixture into a good, large, and 
ſtrong crucible, covered with another cruci- 
ble, with a hole a- top, thro which the tip 
of the little finger may eaſily paſs; faſten 


your crucibles very tight together with an 


iron wire, and lute with a good luting not 
only the junctures, but likewiſe © the whole 
body of the lower crucible : when the luting 
is dry, you will put it in a furnace under the 

chimney, where you will ſet ſome lighted 
coals at the bottom, and fill it up to the top 
with black coals very dry, that- they may 
thus burn of themſelves without blowing: 

when the crucible ſhall be very hot, make a 
detonation of the matter with ſalt- petre, ſhun 
very carefully the ſteam, for it is very dan- 
gerous and very poiſonous ; for which reafon 
I have ſaid it ſhould be put in a furnace un- 
der the | chimney : when the detonation is 
over, and the falt-petre has done burning, 


you will leave the crucible in the open fire, 


and always very red, for a whole day, that 
the orpiment may be entirely calcined, and 
all its ſpirits evaporated. I ſtill adviſe you to 
avoid theſe . ſpirits, which are very ſubtile 
and very poiſonous ; but which having gone 
off by means of this long and ſtrong calcina- 
tion, all the danger of the operation is over. 


After the crucible cools, you will take out 


the calx of the orpiment, reduce it to pow- 
der, and waſh it well ſeveral times with very 
clear ſpring, or river · water diſtilled,” in order 


to take all the e out that might have 


D d | remained; | 


will dry by a gentle fire your calx, which 
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remained; and when the water ſhall come 
off quite inſipid, and without any filth, you 


you will ſtill mix with an equal weight of 
flowers of ſulphur, and a like quantity of ni- 
tre: put this mixture in a ſtrong and large 
erucible, in order to calcine it in a large open 
fire, till your matter become very white, and 
it continue ſo; then waſh your white calx, 
in order to take out all the ſalt- petre; after 
which, having dried it well at a gentle fire, 
and reduced it to a fine powder, you will 
put it up in a good ſtrong matraſs, or an oval 
glaſs vellel, which you will cover very well 
round with a good luting, which you will 
take care to dry well; ſtop the mouth of 
your veſſel very cloſe, and put it in a rever- 
| beratory, for a month together, or more, till 
your calx of orpiment ſhall have got a very 
beautiful red colour, and when in that con- 
dition you will take it out of the reverbera- 
tory, even though the whole month be not 
elapſed. | 
; Diſleolve, in a lukewarm 1 your red 
calx, and reduce it to a powder, with good 
ſpirit of ſalt rectified and thoroughly dephleg- 

mated; when your ſpirit will be tinged and 
coloured very well, you will decant it clear 
into a glaſs retort, which you will ſtop up 
immediately; and you will put the like 
gow of ſalt upon the calx that remained at 

e bottom of the veſlel, for it is not likely 
that you will diſſolve the whole at once, nor 
even at two or three times; 70¹ will then 
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pour the ſpirit from the calx, when it is ſuf- 
ficiently tinged, and pour freſh on always in 
a lukewarm bath heat, until the whole be diſ- 
ſolved, and it have tinged the ſpirit of ſalt: 
you will put all your ſolutions together in a 
glaſs retort, in order to diſtil it in aſhes or 
ſand, at firſt with a very gentle fire, until 
you have brought over all the ſpirit of ſalt ; 


and when that is done, you will change the 


recipient, and heighten the fire by degrees, 
till it come to be very ſtrong, in order to 


bring over the oil or very red tincture, which 


you will rectify ſeven times in freſh retorts. 
Laſtly, you will put it into a circulatory veſ- 
ſel, in order to make different alcohols of 
wine to circulate therein, to the height of four 
or five fingers, for eight days together; hav- 
ing after that drawn it off by a very gentle diſ- 
tillation, you will digeſt your tincture in aſhes 
upon an athanor, or with the fire of a lamp, 


for fifteen or twenty days. Thus your quin- 


teſſence will be perfect, and you will keep 
it, till you have occaſion for it, in ſtrong glaſs 
or cryſtal flaſks well ſtopped. ; 
The doſe is from one drachm to two 
drachms, in ſome broth, in the morning faft- 
ing; or even it may be applied externally 
upon the part affected, either altogether alone, 
or mixed with ſome freſh butter, a little 
warmed, with a compreſs laid over it. 


We quinteſſence of ſulphur. 


Though this quinteſſence be not ſpecified - 
for the cure of ſcrophula's, however I thought 
Dd2 I 
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| I ſhould do the publick a piece of ſervice to 

give it here, not only on account of its excel- 
lent efficacy againſt all ſorts of phthyſicks and 
hecticks, aſthma's, and difficulty of breath- 
ing, and for the cure of ulcers in the lungs 
and thorax ; againſt all forts of ulcers or 
wounds, and venomous bites, againſt a freſh 
contracted leproſy, pains of the gout, ſciatica, 
and rheumatiſm ; but likewiſe, becauſe but 
few of thoſe who undertake to make this 
quinteſſence, make it as it ought to be; whence 


it happens that patients are unhappily diſap- 


pointed of their expectations, and true phy- 
ſick ſuffers a reproach, which is only due to 
ſuch as practice it, without knowing any 
thing beyond the outſide or ſkin. Herein 
then you will proceed as follows: 


Take common ſulphur reduced to a pow- 
der, and ſublime it three times with vitriol 


purified and calcined to a red colour, chang- 


ing the vitriol each ſublimation ;- after this 


you will ſublime your flowers of ſulphur ſe- 


ven times with common falt decrepitated, 


and thoroughly purified and blanched by ſe- 
veral repeated calcinations, ſolutions in diſ- 
tilled rain- water, evaporations and deſicca- 


tions, changing likewiſe, and renewing the 

ſalt at each ſublimation, and that until your 
flowers of ſulphur riſe very white. The falt 
which you have uſed may ſerve you again, 


and is as good as any other, for what purpoſe 
ſoever: after you ſhall have calcined, diſſol- 
ved, and purified it, you will put theſe flowers 


thus 
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thus ſublimed and become very white, into 
a long-necked matraſs, and lute its mouth on 
the furnace of a reverberatory, with a mode- 


rate heat, for a month or more, until that, 


by heightening the fire by degrees, yet ſo 


that the flowers may not melt, they become 


of a perfect red colour like a ruby. Then 
you will water and imbibe, by little and lit- 
tle, your flowers with oil of ſweet almonds, 


very well and often rectified; the oil muſt 


float above the flowers the height of ſome fin- 
gers: you will put it to digeſt in ſoft aſhes 


for fifteen days, and until the oil have drawn 


the tincture from the flowers of ſulphur, and 


become very red, then you will ſeparate it 
from the flowers, and put ſome freſh in its 


place, digeſting it, as before, till it be tinged :. 
you will ſeparate it again, and put it with the 


firſt, and put ſome more freſh oil to the flow- 


ers, until all your flowers have thus tinged the 
_ rectified oil of ſweet almonds : you then will 
have an excellent ſpirit of wine alcoholized, 


which you will pour upon your tinctured 
and coloured oil; you will put as much ſpi- 
rits of wine as you have oil, and digeſt the 
whole together in a glaſs matraſs, ſtopped up 
very cloſe, upon lukewarm aſhes, until the 
ſpirits of wine be well tinged : you will de- 


cant this, and pour ſome more upon the oil, 


in order to tinge it too; and by this means 
you will draw off all the tinQure of the ſul- 
phur with which the oil was impregnated. 
After this put all your tinctures of wine into 

Was a 
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a large and high cucurbite, in a ſoft balneum 
mariæ, in order to diſtil all the ſpirits of 
wine, which being altogether come over, 
you will leave at the bottom the pure tinc- 
ture, which you will diſtil in aſhes, in ano- 
ther recipient, and it will be very red, and of 
a very beautiful colour. After this you will 
rectify this tincture ſeveral times in a retort, 


and keep. it carefully in well ſtopped bottles, 


as being of excellent uſe. 9 

If you have the red flowers of ſulphur by 
the ſame preparation, you may eaſily diſſolve 
them in your oil or tincture; and thus by 


one or two rectifications alone, you will aug- - 


ment your oil or quinteſſence, as much 
as you pleaſe; and as much as you will 
have of theſe red flowers of ſulphur, which 
will always have the ſame virtue, and have 
a very agreeable ſmell. Experience will make 


you prize this tincture more than all I can 


lay of it. 


| The quinteſſence of common ſalt, 
If you can get common ſalt made from 


ſea-water, by a ſimple evaporation without 


boiling it, or that which they call flowers of 
ſalt, that is made in the falt-houſes at Pecay 


near Aiguemortes in Languedoc; it is the beſt | 
for making the quinteſſence: but if you can- 
not get. it, take common ſalt from a falt- 


granary, and at firſt cauſe the one or the 
other of theſei ſalts to decrepitate, and after 
that diſſolve it in a ſufficient quantity of rain- 
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water, gathered at the equinoxes, diſtilled 


ſeven times after putrefaction; filter the 
ſolution, eva e, or diſtil gently, to 
dryneſs ; diſſolve it with fools: of the 
fame water; filter and diſtil it again, till it 
be quite dry, which you will repeat feveral 


times with freſh water, and until. your falt 


be thoroughly pure, white, clear, and tranſ- 
parent, without acrimony, and almoſt ſweet ; 
yet it will not arrive at this degree of requi- 


ite perfection, until your ſolution ſhall be 


clear and clean before it is filtered, that no- 


thing ſhall make it look muddy, and that 


you ſhall not ſee any mote ſwim in it ; if the 


time, the ſeaſon of the year, and your apart- 


ment will permit, you muſt expoſe for ſome 


hours, in the ſun, your ſalt to dry, after you 


have drawn off the water that has diflol- 
ved it, either by diſtillation, or evaporation. 
Having thus your ſalt perfectly pure and dry, 


* 


vou will put it into one or more ſtrong glaſs 
or ſtone retorts, well luted with a good lu- 


ting, that can ſtand a very long, ſtrong, and 
violent fire: ſee that the retort be no more 
than half full, fit to it a very large recipient, 
or large glaſs matraſs, lute the junctures very 
cloſe, and when the luting ſhall be well 
dried, you will give it the fire by degrees, 


and raiſe it very ſtrongly at the laſt. This 


diſtillation is from ſixty to ſeventy-two hours; 
you muſt not entirely let out the fire, nor let 
that degree of it be remitted, it ſhould rather 


be encreaſed than ſlackened. After that the 


D d 4 | diſtil- 
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diſtillation ſhall be finiſhed, that is to ſay, 
after that no more will come over, neither 
ſpirit nor ſteam, you will keep up, for ſix or 
2 hours at leaſt, the fire very violently; 
you will mind, while the firſt ſpirits come 
cover, to moderate your fire, for fear leſt the 
ſpirits, which are very violent and tumultuous, 
ould break all, if urged too ſtrongly ; the 
other ſpirits which come over after the white 
ſteams, are not ſo impetuous, and you may 
heighten the fire boldly without danger ; you 
muſt likewiſe, during the whole time of the 
diſtillation, keep linen clothes moiſtened in 
freſh water upon the matraſs or recipient, that 
-the coolneſs may make the ſpirits that cir- 
culate in the recipient, in the form of va- 
pours, condenſe the ſooner : at laſt you will 
let the fire go out of itſelf, and not unlute 
the neck of the recipients to ſeparate them, 
till all be very cold ; and even — you have 
ſeparated them, you will immediately ſtop 
them up with linen ſtopples moiſtened in a 
clean water, and the ſtopples fitted clean too, 
and you will let them lie, with what is in 
them, in a cool place, at leaſt for twenty- four 
hours, or even two or three days, that all the 
ſpirits may have time to ſettle, penetrate the 
pores of the water, and become themſelves 
ſpirituous waters: after this diſtil them in 
aſhes upon the caput mortuum, in order to 
dephlegmate, and rectify them in a cucurbite 
ſeven times at leaſt; put them entirely de- 
phlegmated and rectified into a glaſs 4 
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well ſtopped, till you, have purified the fixed 
falt, which you will take from the caput 
mortuum, according to. the uſual — in 
other fixed ſalts; you will purify this ſalt 


very carefully, by repeated ſolutions with its 


water or pure phlegm, by calcinations, filtra- 
tions, diſtillations, and deſiccations, till you 


have made it very white and very pure, with- 


out any feces in the ſolution, melting like 


wax at a gentle heat, and ſweet like ſugar, 


and till at length you have brought it, by a 
ſlow coction, to a red and ſhining colour; 
not till you have brought it to the laſt degree 
of perfection, will you put it to its pure 
ſpirit, which we have above told you to 
reſerve: you will add an equal weight of 
each together, and you will put thereto 
of an excellent alcohol of wine, in equal 
weight, to both together, I mean the ſpirit 
and the fixed red ſalt: you will put the 
whole in a glaſs retort ſtopped up very cloſe, 


which you will ſet in a lukewarm bath-heat 


for a philoſophic month, in order to digeſt, 
and till the ſpirit be tinged with the red co- 
lour, and till one ſee by that, that it has 
drawn the very ſoul and tincture of its ſub- 
ſtance, which conſequently it will have truly, 


diſſolved, and that with a radical phyſical 
ſolution. Laſtly, after this digeſtion and 
ſolution, you will filter and diſtil it to dry- 
- neſs, cohobate what ſhall be diſtilled, upon 


that which remained in the bottom of the 
veſſel, and which could not riſe in — | 
: iſtil- 
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diſtillation ; diſtil and cohobate it over again, 
till all riſe volatile and come over into the re- 
cipient: you muſt, laſt of all, in order to 
make your quinteſſence perfect, rectify it four 


or five times in freſh and very neat retorts, 


and ſeparate all the ſpirits of wine from it, ſo 
that there may be no ſort of mixture of he- 
terogeneous particles, and that it may be per- 
fectly pure: put up in cryſtal flaſks well 


ſtopped, this precious quinteſſence, and keep 


it for uſe. Its virtues are innumerable; it 
ſerves internally and externally. ä 


Its doſe is from one drachm to two drachms 


in ſome broth or old wine, with a little ſugar, 
or in cinnamon- water, anniſeed- water, impe- 
rial- water, theriacal water, or other vehicles 
proper for the diſeaſe, at all hours and at all 
ſeaſons, according as it is wanted: but if it 


be to recover ſtrength, or to ward off old 
age, and to maintain youth in its force and 


vigour, it muſt be taken every morning faſt- 


ing, till one find he has had enough of it. 
The quinteſſence of lead. 


Take a beautiful minium or litharge, which 
you will diſſolve in very ſtrong wine- vinegar, 
diſtilled and well dephlegmated ; filter the 


ſolution, and let it gently evaporate in a cop- 
per veſſel, till it be of the confiſtence of ho- 
ney ; diſſolve this marck in freſh vinegar diſ- 
tilled ; when it ſhall be well diſſolved, you 


will digeſt it in a lukewarm bath-heat for the 


ſpace of a month ; after this filtrate and eva- 
4 . porate 
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porate it till it come to the conſiſtence of 
honey; repeat theſe ſolutions in fteſh vinegar 
diſtilled ; digeſt it in a lukewarm bath-heat for 


| fifteen days, for the two following, and for 


ten days for the three laſt filtrations and eva- 
porations, till it be of the conſiſtence of ho- 
ney, after you ſhall have made ſeven of theſe 


operations with diſtilled vinegar ; and at the 


laſt draw off all the vinegar, yet without too 
much drying the matter: you will diffolve 
this magma in excellent alcohol of wine, and 
digeſt it for fifteen days in balneo marie, the 
veſſel being cloſe ſtopped up and ſealed, that 
the ſpirits of wine may not eſcape, and that 
the more ſubtile parts may not evaporate. 
After this digeſtion is over, you will diſtil 
in a retort, with a very gentle heat, all the 
ſpirits of wine; which having come entirely 


over, you will change the recipient, and 


augmenting the fire by degrees and carefully, 


you will draw off firſt the ſpirits of the lead, 


which ſhould be white and ſweet; and after 
that, in a freſh recipient, you will bring 
over the oil, which will be of a yellow co- 
lour at firſt, and afterwards very. red : you 
will rectify this oil four or five times in freſh 
glaſs retorts ; then take all the feces that re- 


mained at the bottom of the retort, and 


which ſhould be black and tarniſhed, and 
calcine them in a ſtrong fire, and for ſome 
time, until they become very white ; you 
will thus reduce them to powder, and put 
them in a ſufficient quantity of diſtilled wa- 
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ter; there muſt be at leaſt eight or ten parts 
of water, for one part of the powdered white 
feces; you will keep the veſſel where all this 
ſhall be, in a boiling bath-heat, between ſeven 
and eight hours; and if your water waſte too 
much, by evaporation, I mean, if it evaporate 


more than half, you wall ſubſtitute ſome freſh | 


in its place, that all the fixed ſalt which is in 
theſe feces may be diſſolved, and go into tie 
water. After this you will let this water 


ſettle out of the bath-heat, that it may cla- | 


rify, and the ſediment fall to the bottom of 
the veſſel, and form an hypoſtaſis: decant 
this clear water, or ſtrain it through a filtre of 
brown paper, and let it evaporate very gent- 
ly till it become dry; calcine this ſalt, which 


the water has left, diflolve, filtre, and eva- 


porate it to dryneſs ; repeat ſeveral times 
theſe operations, till by this means alone your 
falt become very white, very pure, till it be 
ſweet and eaſily melted, like wax or butter. 
When your falt ſhall come to this degree of 
perfection, you will put it to its white ſpirit, 
which came over before by diſtillation, before 
the red oil, and which you will have taken 
care to rectify at leaſt five times. Having 


thus put them together, you will keep them 


in a luke warm bath heat, the veſſel being cloſe 
ſtopped up for fifteen days; ; after this you 


will iti the ſpirit, and cohobate it upon the 


fixed ſalt, which will remain in the bottom 
ſo long, till the ſalt will riſe volatile to the 

capital; make this ſalt riſe, and ſublime ſe- 
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yen times, till it be perfectly pure: after this 


you will add it, with its ſpirit, to the red oil, 
ſeven times rectified: you will let the whole 
digeſt together for a month in a luke warm bath- 
heat, and after that ten days upon an athanor 
in ſoft aſhes, Thus theſe three principles be- 
ing divided, purified, digeſted, and joined 
together, only conſtitute one and the fame 
homogeneous ſubſtance, the virtue of which 
cannot be expreſſed, for the cure of ſores, 
ulcers, and burns, for laying the internal heat 
of a fever, and eſpecially of flow fevers, for 
the cure of the green- fickneſs, and every 
uterine diſorder. 

The doſe is a ſcruple in ſome broth or 


waters competent to the diſeaſe, in the morn- 


ing faſting; the patient muſt keep his room, 


and obſerve a regimen, becauſe ſometimes 


the remedy operates very ſtrongly up and 
down, ſometimes by urine, at other times by 


ſweat, according to the neceſſities of nature: 
but theſe purgings, how violent ſoever they 


be, are nowiſe dangerous. nor fatiguing, be- 
cauſe they are natural. There may likewiſe 


be made a balſam of lead for external *ppit- 


cations. 
The quinteſſence of ci of 3 4 be. 
cCifick for ſcropbhula s. 


You will have marcaſites of gold dos 
to powder, which you will mix with an equal 


weight of common ſalt decrepitated and well 


n oy ſeveral operations: put this mix- 
. ture 
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ture into a good irong retort, -luted all oyer 

with a luting 3 let it be filled only a 
half, or a third part; fit to it a large glaſs re- 
_ cipient, and lute the junctures very ſtrongly 
and accurately : give it the fire by degrees, 
and continue it until all the ſulphurous fpirits, 


both of the ſalt and the marcaſite, have come 


over into the recipient, and have turned to a 

water, which will be exceeding acid, and 
Which you will rectify ſeven times, dephleg- 
mating perfectly the ſpirits, which you will 
put in a glaſs bottle ſtopped up very tight, to 
ſerve you for uſe hereafter. As to the mag- 
ma which will remain at the bottom of the 
retort after extracting the ſpirits, you will re- 
duce it to a powder, in order to edulcorate it, 
and to take all the ſalt from it that has re- 
mained therein, | 
with ſpring, river, or diſtilled rain-water, 
till the water come over mild and inſipid, 
without any taſte of falt : then after having 
dried your powder of the marcaſite, you will 
put it, and mix it nicely with its equal weight 
of beautiful, very bright, and very dry nitre, 
and you will detonate it in a ſtrong earthen 
veſſel, in a great fire of coals: after this you 
will ſeparate the marcaſite from the ſalt of 


nitre by ſeveral waſhings, as you have done 


before with the common ſalt. Put this pow- 
der, very well edulcorated and dried, into a 
long-necked matraſs, whoſe mouth is exactly 
luted, to a moderate reverberating fire for a 


month, and until it has got a very beautiful 


red 


by ſeveral repeated waſhings 
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red colour; then taking it off the fire, you 


will pour upon it its own ſpirit rectified ſeven 
times, and you will digeſt it in a lukewarm 
bath-heat, till theſpirit be well coloured, which 


you will then decant, and pour Ae | 
upon the marcaſite, which muſt float about 

four fingers above it : theſe being coloured 
like the firſt, you will pour them off, and 


put ſome freſh to it, until all the tincture be 
extracted and added to the ſpirit. After put- 
ting all your tinged ſpirits into a glaſs retort, 


which you will ſtop up tight, you will put 


them to digeſt in balneo, for fifteen days, 
after which you will diſtil them in à retort 
four or five, or ſeven times if needful, in or- 
der to make all the oil or tincture come over 


with the ſpirits, whoſe intimate union will 
be eafily brought about, if at each diſtillation 


you take care to ſeparate the little phlegm 
that may ſtill remain therein. i 


The doſe of this tincture or quinteſſence, 


is from eight to ten drops in ſome broth or 
proper vehicles. It is likewiſe applied exter- 


nally, always with ſalutary effects, by mixing 


ſome drops of it with the ointments or oils 


that are competent and proper for the cure of 
the diſeaſe. It is a ſpecifick againſt ſcrophu- 


la's, not only thoſe that are ulcerated, but 
likewiſe thoſe that are not. It ſhould be 
applied externally, in order to reſolve them 
in a little time, and to root out, extinguiſh, 
and deſtroy whatever is cancerous : nothing 


1s a more ſovereign remedy for the ſpeedy 
cure of all cutaneous diſeaſes. 
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' The guinteſſence of red coral, a ſovereign ſpe- 
9 25 72 the curing and conſoli Aang. Il 
ſores and ulcers, and for entirely purifying 
the whole ma of the blood; as likewiſe for 
comforting the heart and flomach. 
Get ſome red coral, which you will re- 
' duce to a very fine powder, to an alcohol 
upon the marble; after which you will diſ- 
ſolve it in very ſharp vinegar, drawn from 
the. butter of antimony rectified three or. four 
times, and made of equal parts. of crude 
Hungarian antimony, and of mercury fub- 
limated ſeven times with purified. falt ; make 
your ſolution by digeſting it in a lukewarm 
bath-heat ; and if what you have put at firſt 
of the diſſolvent, be not ſufficient to diſſolve 
all the powder of the. coral, you will put 
| ſome freſh to it; after which you will decant 
that which is digeſted, and which is 1impreg- 
nated with all it could diſſolve. The whole 
| beg diſſolved, you will filtrate the ſolutions, 
and cauſe all the liquor to evaporate in a diſh, 
or in a ſilver, gold, or ſtrong cryſtal baſon, 
till it be dry; afterwards diſſolve this falt of 
coral that remains at the bottom of the eva- 
porating veſſel, in diſtilled rain- water; filtre 
and dry your falt till you have. purged it of 
all earthy impurities, till it melt like wax, be 
as ſweet as ſugar, and clear like cryſtal. After 
that you have brought your ſalt of coral to this 
degree of perfection, by the method preſcri- 
bed, you will take ſome more red coral, 50 | 
much 


1 C@OÞ 


E 


3 
1 


md. 


will ſublime it in a proper 
tetort, until the, ſal armoniac tiſe very red, 
impre gnated with-the tincture of coral, which 5 


have p 
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much as you have taken at firſt, in order to 
reduce it to a White and pute ſalt; and after 
you ſhall have redueed it to an impalpa- 


ble powder, you will mix it with an equal 
weight” of very neat” pure ſal armoniae; 
matraſs or glaſs 


ſhould! he white at the bottom. You will 
afterwards te this tincture of ſal atmo- 
niac with ſpirits of wine, very pure and very 


much alcohalized, which in their turn faking 


up al} the red tinèture, will leave the ſal ar- 
moniack very vrhite at the bottom: then you 
will draw. off the ſpirits of wine, and ſepa- 

fate them by a 


ſel, to your Hd ſale, which you 


ls equal and continual; upon the athanor 
amp, for a month, and all will be perfecth 
finiſhed, Thus you will have a falt of coral 
of the moſt beautiful red colour in the world; 

vhoſe virtues will be admirable. l 


The: doſe is from half a drachm to a hol | 


drachm, in good brech, a freſh egg, theriacat 
r imperial Waters, maknſy, wine with ſome 


ſugar in it; or other vehicle proper for the 


liſeaſe; or the palate of the patient. It may 


be taken at all hours, but not juſt after eat⸗ 
ng, 1 when the ſtomaeh is already over- 


Ee — 


very gentle diſtillation in bal- 
neo marie; wb you wilt add the tinfture 
which wilt remain at the bottom of the vel” 
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pure 
repared before. Laſt of all, you will di- 
zeſt the whole with a gentle afl. heat, which | 
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3 11 any has a mind to uſe it | ne: 
nally and n for the cure of wounds, 
ſores, and internal or external ulcers, it — 
be mixed with ſome balſamick oils, and ap- 
plied a little warm upon the part ated, 

wiſh | a Cmaps and bandage. ri ot 


' The quinteſſence of pearl. es 


15 you have reduced your pearl. to an 
8 by a ſtrong and long trituration 
upon the marble, you will entirely diſſolve it 
in balneo, with vinegar, or a very ſharp acid, 
drawn from antimony or ſublimated mercury, 
the ſame with that uſed in the quinteſſence 
of coral: when the ſolution is over, you will 

filter the liquor through paper, and having 
put it into a matraſs cloſe ſtopped, vou will 

digeſt it for a Whole month together in a 
* heat, that the ſolution of the ſub- 
ſtance of the pearls. may be made in all its 
purity. and perfection. After this digeſtion 
vou will diſtil in balneo all that can rife, or 

ak leaſt till it be of the conſiſtence of melted 
5 and E let it ſtand and HY in 


K „ C4 


bottom, 
| and. was dried. with 4 ſoft heat, wich diſtilled 
rain- water, until your falt; be very white, 
very mild, and melt as readily: as wax: then 
you will pour upon it ſome good alechol of 
wine, from four to. five fingers height, 4 3 
Þ glaſs 


ſome 
tilled 
ter, 
other 
aſe, 
It 
phyſi 
for m 
quen' 
peate 
or de 
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4 veſſel that is cloſe ſtopped up, in order to 


circulate therein between cight and ten days ; 
afterwards diſtil this precious liquor, which 
you will cohobare a number of times, in order 
to ſublimate the ſalt of the pearl, which 
ſhould riſe whiter than ſnow, and ſweeter 
than ſugar. "You may keep it alone, and 
without any mixture; and if you have a 


Rs 7. 


mind to mix it, in order to give it more vir- 
+ ue and efficacy, do it with an oil or effence 
4 of philoſophick go old, in cryſtal flaſks ſtopped 
* W vp very tight, for the marvellous uſes, which 
ll authors make mention of; wherefore [ 
11 Wl forbear here entering into any detail upon it. 
4 The doſe is from half a drachm to a whole 
ff irachm, in the morning faſting, or at any 
, bour of the day or night, if need require, in 
* ſome broth, a freſh egg, good old wine with 
1 ſome ſugar in it, aqua vitæ with ſugar, diſ- 
* illed waters, cinnamon- water, anni eed- wa- | 
or cr, imperial and theriacal waters, or any 
nr other competent vehicle proper for the diſ- 
in ae, and the ſtate of the Parene.” © 
8 It is to be obferved; 1. That the true me 


phyſical purification of falts, cannot be per- 
4 — but by putrefaction; and that conſe- 
quently” 8 5 brought about by re- 
led peated ſo tions, filtrations, and calcjnations, 
ite. er deficcations, is properly no other than a pre- 

4 paratory, yet neceflary, purification. 2. That 
| of ne putrefaction and union of the ſalts, cannot 
e perforinie ed but by the addition of = ſpirits of 
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wine alcoholized with the pure ſpirits of the 
ſaid ſalts. 

I have here given the true method for ex- 
tracting the perfect quinteſſence of all the 
mixts in nature; I have given it you very 
circumſtantially, and in the cleareſt manner 1 
was able; and I have therein treated ſome of 


each kingdom, which may ſeem. to you ſu- 


perfluous, and uſeleſs for the deſign of this 
treatiſe, which is the cure of ſcrophula's: 
but beſides that they all tend to bn” purify- 
ing of the blood, and the curing of ulcers, 
they are neceſlary to ſerve. as an example. and 
rule, by which to extract all the other quin- 
teſſences which you would have, of what 
kingdom or ſpecies ſoever ; ſince in each 
kingdom there are different ſpecies, ſome 
more ſulphurous, others more ſaline, - and 
others more mercurial; theſe full of juice, 
thoſe almoſt entirely volatile, others fixed; 
for in the examples which I have given, 25 


will find the 10 — 520 of treating the one and 


the other; but let not the ar pains, and 
expence, frighten: you: And can it age too 
much to have ſomething good and excellent, 
from what is excellent in itſelf? which tends, 
or rather is neceſſary to the conſervation of 
life and health, or for the cure of cruel diſ- 
eaſes, which deprive us of the c one, or whe 
alter and diforder the other. 


It is only by long and painful labour, con- 
ducted by a true nie of nature, that 


” this great _ can be procured, becauſe al 


1 | | mixts, 
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« I nixts, whether vegetable, mineral, or ani. 


nate entirely the virtue of the good, that Is 
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no contrariety, no jarring in the works of 
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the Creator, no oppoſite mixture, no contrary 
quality in that which came out of his hands; 
all the fruits which the earth produced, 
were wholſome, invigorating; delicious, and. 
agreeable, even to the eye, as the Scriptures = 
expreſs it, becauſe the earth, Which was 
their matrix, was pure; and the elements. 
which formed them, were not confounded, 
were diftributed to each ſpecies in he portiog 
competent to each: whence they could not 
be falutary to animals and to man, who 
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But as God had created all theſe FU for 
man, this very man, the object of the dine 

complacency, the lord of all nature, having 

degraded himſelf 151 Bis fall, having revolted 
from, and diſobeyed 

crime puniſhed by the malediction which 

God laid upon the earth that ſhould ſupport 

and maintain him, by the confuſion and dil. 
roportionate mixture of the elements and 

original principles: 5 from hence proceed the 

irregularity 1 in the ſeaſons, the impteſſions of 
pain and uneaſineſs, Which cold and hot, dry 
and moiſt, cauſe in us; from thence ariſe their 
malignant influences U on our bodies; from 
thence the alteration of the fruits, their cor: 
ruption and malignity; hence a true and mor- 
tal poiſon in ſeveral mixts; impurities, mix- 
tures, and intimate poiſons, which enter into 
their natural compoſition, and which conſe- 
quently are extremely difficult to be ſcpara- 
ted ; at which one cannot arrive, if the mixt 
be not entirely analyzed, in order to be able 
to ſeparate its pure and primordial part, ſo 
to ſpeak, which is kept fo ſtrongly bound 
and impriſoned, as it were, in the centre of 

its integrant or component 4 vi 

For we may truly ſay, that by our art, and 

by that alone, when well underſtood and 
well executed, one may arrive at this requi- 
ſite depuration: but as it is an effect of the 
divine mercy, and of his love for mankind, 
one ſhall never ſucceed therein but by prayer, 

a * of! heart, ak 4 rectitude of intention, 


His Cteator, Was for his 
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which draw down upon us, from our hea- 


venly father, ſuch lights as are neceſſary for 
our knowing what we ought to do, and af- 

terwards doing it properly and duly. Let us 
not then be any longer ſurprized, if ſo many 
people attempt it, and ſo few ſucceed there- 
in; if the moſt learned; according to the 
opinion of the world, and the greateſt ge- 


nius's, are thoſe who commonly doubt, are 


ignorant, and cannot ſucceed, becauſe they 
have not faid with Solomon, * O Lord, give 
me that wiſdom which fitteth by thy throne — 
that 1t may be with me, and may labour 
with me too. 58 ; | 


3 Wiſd, ix. 4, and 10. 
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Hermaphrodi res. 
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GEORGE ARNAUD, 


Ancient Maſter of Arts and — Member 

of the Ac AD EM, and Demonſtrator of the 
School of St. Come at Paris, Herniary Surgeon 
to all the Hoſpitals of the ſame Town, and 
Military Hoſpitals of France; now Surgeon of 
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2 early a as: the year 173 3, I 
read the following diſferta- 
tion on Herma hrodites, 0 a, BY; 


Surgery. "Though. it ſeemed — 5 


# in a» 


to take with the people of the 1 
and the learned of all denomina- 
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lick meeting of the Academ of 


| 

FX tions who honoured the. alembly 

* with their Pre reſence, L thought pro- 

i per however to. defer the, publica- 

f mg at that time being too young, 
Jad but guſt beginning to enter up- 


on the Practice of hernia” S, which 


ſpe&tian, and A delicacy.o of manners, 


req quiring a great deal. 57 circum- | 


Ia work of this ſort could not fail 


of expoſing my ue the 
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cenſure, ang malice of m 1y enemies, | 
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428 ADVERTISEMENT, 

Ilt was neceſſary therefore to ſup. 
preſs it; it now has lain by me for 
cighteen years, and would have 
lain ſtill longer, had it not been 
for ſome circumſtances which pre- 


vail wit! me to | publiſh Its 75 


pthc. 


There appeared in London, ten 
years ago, a girl of bad ſtructure as 
to the parts of generation, who 
paſſed for an Hermaphrodite ; ſhe 
in char eee impoſed upon th 
curious. Dr. Pages publiſhed i 
Engliſb a book intituled, A mecha- 
nical and critical inquiry into the 


nature of Hermaphrodites. This 


work undeceived the world as to 
the falſe notion it had entertained 
m repard to this creature. Ano- 
ther fort of perſon of the male 
kind, and lately arrived here, gives 
room to diſputes. about his ſtate ; 
fome affirming, others deny ing, it 
to be heriaphecdital People go 
ſtill farther, and aſk themſelves, 
Whether really there be genuine 
3 „„ - ent 
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Hermaphrodites or no? Same pre- 

tend — may be, others would I: 
prove there are none. Thoſe build | 
on the opinions of N who 
have hes > their exiſtence ; theſe 
employ the arguments, which other 
tha have oppoſed to the for- 
mer. From all theſe reaſonings 
there appear to reſult but vague 
and confuſed ideas, which fill 
leave the „ n unreſolved. 


My deſign f is not to decide this 5 
controverſy, my only view is to 
expoſe the fats on each ſide, which 
have given roam to the dif 
that have ſubſiſted for upwards of 
two thouſand: years, upon this ſub- 
ect. I have contmed myſelf, as 
_— potitble, within the firicteſt 
y amaking, thin to tire TT vp 
out. 95 att In giving a — 
ſummary relation of the opini DD”. 
abort, Lafford-ſatiefation, enough 4 | 
to the learned ; the curious will => — = 
or 


430 


will be ſure to ſtart upon this ob- 


have upbraided me with, in regard 


this 1 anſwer, that obſervations: 


to the ancients jv moderns, to be 


for no more. To ſupport the opi- 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


nion of the ancients, I ſhall relate 
the moſt authentick o obſervations of 
our days, made by modern practi- 
tioners who are till living: I have 
added the hiſtory of an anomolous 
perſon, whom 1 have myſelf ob- 
ſerved.” And here I ſha - obviate 
an objection, which the eriticks 


ſervation; they will ſay, it is too 


long; a fault which ſome perſons 
to my diſſertation on hernia 8.1 ths 0 


never be too circumſtantial; nd 
that it is a defect, common both 


too little circumſtantial in relating 


of facts: and this accounts for our 
deriving ſo : little benefit from the 
numerous volumes of obſervations 


left us by the ancients. Why then 


5 do not the moderns, -whoi expect to 


: be ron th core tt the ne! 


tt] 4 12 5113 olli 49¹ „ind 
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ind in Ferse who ern wangen befor 

nem? | £9155 isliem 
To. and <4 * * 
night be made me in regard to the 
— which, I have been, obliged. 
vo quote; from the Latin poets, I 
ave ſoftened, in the tranſlation, 
he freedom of. the original, with 
ut altering any thing in the ge = 
wine eg oft IE authors. TE = 


ninds of ſome, a character of ob- 
cenity, they arè taken from the 
uthors; and if there i is any diffe- 
rence, it is only in the delicacy of 
e execution; a mark of the ge- 
erofity of the bookſeller, who has 


been at that expence. 


ns J | 
* As to * ii Aich mige | 
To {vey along with them, to the 


— — — — — — ON 


As my deſign is to enlarge this : 
ubject with the greateſt number of 
bſervations I can poſſibly collect, 
take this occaſion to invite per- 
ſons 


\ 


ADVBRPISEMBENtT. 
milar caſes, to communicate them, 


in order to their being put toge 
ther _——— 51 of this 


l cy ery great gainer 
= if the obſervations are a 
com with cuts. ver 8 


Thoſe PLS are pollaſſed 160 pen 
ticular facts in ee to hernia's, 
are alſo entreated to communicate 
them, to be put in their proper 
pPhaces in the new edition of Th 
eompleat ereutiſeæ of Hernia 8, W ich 
1 rr next 
* | 
 Lonvoy, Marler eber 1 


Bow - Street, Coven- Lol 2” — 05 form 
Garden, May 1750. | 1 80 
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"HATEVER bi of accuracy eg 
and wiſdom nature employs in tion. 

the cortipoſition and frame of the 

human body, we have oftener than once 

ſken her ſwerve from theſe, and, as it 

were, forget herſelf ; oftener than once, 
inſtead of regarding that conſtruction, that 
order, thoſe propottions of the organs, 
whence reſults that perfect harmony, which 

forms the object of our admiration, ſhe 

has exhibited irregular, / vicious, and un- 

emily conformations of parts. It ſhould 

ſeem, to ſpeak. | the language of a certain 
author, that this common parent, tired 

out and ſpent with producing every day 

the ſame things, over and over, in the 

ſame order, did now and then quit that 

F unts 
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A DISsERTATION on 


uniformity, and throw into her producti- 
ons a variety but little conformable to her 


laws. Sometimes ſhe with-holds from 4 
body the parts the moſt neceſſary; in ano. 
ther ſubject, ſhe is pleaſed to multiply 
them, often allots them fituations, con- 
nections, and dimenſions, the moſt extra- 
ordinary and fantaſtical; ſhe ſeparates what, 
according to her own laws, ſhould be 
Joined, and joins what ought to remain 
ſeparate ; hence ariſe thoſe deformities in 
the ſtrokes or features, thoſe members ill- 


articulated, thoſe diſproportions, thoſe im- 


perfections of organical parts, and thoſe 
combinations, ſo monſtrous and out of the 


common road, that it is with difficulty we 


diſcover nature even in nature herſelf, 


Among the luſus nature, which are exhi- 
bited to us under different forms, ſome are 


of a peculiar ſpecies, which cannot fail of 
exciting our curioſity or compaſſion, and 


which art can never pretend to correct. 
There are others, on the contrary, which 
call for all the attention of the ſurgeon, and 
in which his underſtanding and dexterity be- 
come of extraordinary uſe; who leaving to 
the bare ſpeculative phyſician, the painful 
but honourable province of finding out the. 
myſterious cauſes, his principal concern is to 


ny W lend 
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lend a helping-hand to thoſe who are thus 


435 


disfigured by nature; he omits nothing in 
his power to redreſs and ſet her to-rights 


again, by prudent and ſkilful operations; 
and ſometimes he is happy: enough to ſuc- 


ceed, either by retrenching uſeleſs and fu- 


perfluous parts, or by joining thoſe which 
are ſeparated, or ſeparating thoſe which 
are joined againſt the order of nature, or 
by laying thoſe open and bare, which axe 


concealed and covered. Daily practice 


furniſhes examples enough, to prove that 
I advance nothing at random: but that 


I may confine myſelf within the li- 8 


mits preſcribed, I ſhall reſt ſatisfied with 
giving proof thereof, by reciting an obſer» 
vation concerning an hermaphrodite, after 


having given a general idea of the different 


ſorts of people of faulty ſtructure of the 


parts of generation, who have been conſi- 
dered by certain authors as hermaphro- 


dites, of which others formally * the 


exiſtence. 


By the term bermaphrodite, we ander- Etymo- 


ſtand him or her, in whom the parts, oy of 


which form the eſſential difference be-herma- 


tween the two ſexes, are found together, 
either r or imperfectly. It is de- 
„„ rived 


phrodite. 
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rived from the greek, Eęua pd rros, figni- 
fying to be made up, or conſiſt of Mer. 
cury and Venus. In Ovid we find the fa- 
bulous hiſtory which has given riſe to that 

Herma- fignification ; he makes Hermaphroditus to 
4 be the ſon of Mercury and Venus; who, 
ſays he, was of ſo perfect a beauty, that 
the nymph Salmacis fell deſperately in lore 
with him one day, as he happened to be 
waſhing in a fountain where ſhe preſided; 
enraged for being unable to make him ſen- 
fible of her paſſion, ſhe prayed the gods 
. to join them together in ſuch a manner, 
that their two bodies ſhould make but one, 
in which, however, the two ſexes ſhould 


remain accurately e 3 this fa- Of Bel 
vour was granted : « f 
Nec duo unt, ſed His ple nec fæ- © 
mina dici * þ 
Nec puer ut Paint: : . & utrum- _ 
que videntur. 9 5 {MM 
6c d 

They are not two, yet the form is 5 
e twofold ; we cannot ſay, that it is the 1 
* body of a boy or of a girl; they are ner ¶ ort 


e ther, though they appear to be both.” 


The ancient poets, fruitful in fictions, i *+ 1 


Lo 
underneath that veil concealed truths, 4 ; 


I which de la 
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which happy geniuſes have ſkilfully un- 
veiled, by interpretations - either moral 
or political. But the ſequel of this diſ- 


courſe will poſſibly ſerve to juſtify thoſe 


who imagine, that the veil which covers 
the truth in this fable, may be ſeen through, 
For may we not from this fiction infer (as 


437. 


M. Mertru *, who in this agrees with tha 


Abbe de Bellegarde, > ſays) that * the anci- 


« ents had a knowledge of the union of the 
* two ſexes in one and the ſame perſon; 
e and that this fantaſticalneſs of nature, is 
© the origin of the fiction related by 1 
4“ in his metamorphoſes. 


e Ovid has feigned,” ſays the Abbe de 
Bellegarde, that Hermaphroditus was the 


* ſon of Mercury and Venus, upon the 


e obſervations of fome naturaliſts, who 


te have remarked, that the children, who 


* are born during the conjunction of theſe 
two planets, are ſometimes hermaphro- 
„ dites, and monks of bath ſexes.” 


The Greeks 1 moreover, called theſe 


fort of creatures androgynes, a term which 
£4 ſeems 


0 Mercure de Franc. du Mois de Fevr. 1750. Edit. 
nd. 


d Auteur dir Explic. ſur les Metamorph. @ d'Ovide. Edit. 
de la * 1735. 
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ſeems to be more ſignificant, in that it is 
derived from the two words 'avyp, which 
denotes a man, and yu, a woman, We 
however will uſe that of hermaphrodite, ag 
being more common or popular, 
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I will not engage in the diſputes of 
e ſome rabbins, who have given out that 
| brad. Adam was an hermaphrodite, prior to his 
fall, and that he was created with a view 
to continue in that ſtate. On this head 

_ be read W Bauhin. 


ee Hove his allowed of 

: 1 by ſo great a number of authors, that ſome 
Phrodites people have no manner of doubt of their 
exiſtence. Ariſtotle would ſeem to prove 
their evidence by the recital he makes of 

them: he relates ſuch peculiarities of them, 

as are admired by ſome, and laughed at by 
others. I here pretend not to fix the judg- 

ment of the reader, every one is at liberty 


to ſettle his ideas according to the extent 


of his underſtanding; my aim only is to 
relate the authorities of thoſe who merit 
our attention: I ſhall neither conteſt nor 
prove that Ariſtotle has talked idly, or 


with reaſon affirmed, that ſome herma- 


* had the right breaſt like that of 


& 


3 
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a man, and the left like that of a woman, 

and that they changed nature alternately ; 

that may or may not be, tis what I will 

not determine; nature ſhews every day 
ſingularities too ſurpriſing to attempt en- 

ging in that diſpute with Ariſtotle. 5 ac: 


Ambroſe Pareus, who had ſtudied nature Ambroſe | 

like a true ſurgeon, gives much more clear 8 * 
and preciſe ideas of them than Ariſtotle 9 
by the diviſion he has made, which at once r f 
gives us a true notion: he has given us 

ſeveral figures, among which is that of 

two hermaphrodites, twins, which came 


into the world Joined 7 the back; fig. I. 
plate II. 


Nhe beſt e 0 1 have treated this 
matter ſince Pareus, have followed his di- 
viſion; as Gaſpar Bauhin, who has writ 
a particular treatiſe, which is very ample, 
and ſo learned, that there are few works 
in any kind of natural hiſtory, ſo full of 
erudition. Duval, phyſician at Rouen, fol- 
lows alſo Pareus's diviſion, The author of 
the Tableau de Pamour conſiderè dans Þ tat 
du marriage, has alſo allotted for them a 
peculiar chapter, conſiderable and ample - 
enough, — alſo Pareus's plan, ba- 
14 ting 
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ting a few things : he however engages in 
explanations which are very abſtracted ang | 
vague. Martinus Schurigius, in his Sper- 
matologia hiſtorico- medica, gives very ſin- 
gular inſtances of them, and follows alſo 
the diviſion of Pareus. | 


Theſe anthers and others who have 
gone before them, as Hippocrates, Ga. 
len, Realdus Columbus, Paulus Æginets, 
Fortunius Licetus, and others, bave un- 
dertaken to explain what they imagined 
might have given occaſion to the genera- | 
tion. of hermaphrodites (thoſe they took 
for ſuch) but what. they have left us on 
this head, contains nothing intereſting 

| enough to claim our attention : and as all 
I could myſelf advance, could not give 
half the ſatisfaction that the demonſtration 
of facts affords, as nature lays them before 
our eyes, I paſs on therefore to the divi- 
ſion of the different ſpecies of Fergie: 
dites. 


Diviſion They are divided into four ſpecles, 
dle namely, the male hermaphrodite, plate I. 
fig. 2 ; the female hermaphrodite, plate . na 
fig. 1; the perfect hermaphrodite, plate II. ſw 
fig. „ the imperpect hermaphro- qu 
_ plate III. IV 
The 
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Beſides theſe four ſpecies of herma- 
phrodites, there is a particular ſort of per- 
ſons of bad formation of the parts of ge- 
neration, to which we cannot aſcribe any 
character of hermaphrodite; of which 
plate IV. may ſerve to give a general idea: 
I ſhall give inſtances thereof. 


The male kexmaphrodites is vel in whom Male 
the parts of generation of the man are per- — 
fect, both in dimenſions, figure, and ac- 

tions; and in whom the parts of the wo- 
man err through ſome peculiarities, as 
when the vagina is not open enough to 
admit the penis; and that there is only an 
imperceptible outlet for the diſcharge of 


the en blood. 


The female Wehn dine is ſhe who Female 
has all the parts of the woman fit for ge- N 
neration, and in whom the appearances 
of virility are imperfect. This ſpecies is 
characteriſed by thoſe women in whom 
the clitoris is diſengaged or free (for in the 
natural ſtate, tho' it is, indeed, conſiderably 
ſwelled in the venereal act, yet it never 
quits its place to become erected ; ſee plate 
IV. uy 1 + and which having the fame 


figure 
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figure with the penis of the man, yet with- 
out being perforated like it, makes them 
almoſt reſemble eunuchs, who can enjoy 
coition without the perfect conſummation 
of the venereal act. The Greeks called 
theſe women ph εν, whence comes, I 
e imagine, the old French word ribaude, 
um, Which ſignifies a lewd woman; ſuch was 
the famous Sappho. Martial writ the fol- 
lowing epigram on occaſion of a certain 
young woman of this ſpecies, who paſſed 
for virtuous for ſome time, becauſe ſhe had 

never ventured her d with the men: 


Eſſe 1 . r ates; 
At tu, pro facinus | Baſſe a fututor eras, ati 
Inter ſe geminos audes committere cunnos, 


Mentiturgq; virum prodigioſa Venus. . 
Cammenta es dignum J. bebano ænigmate TIT 
monſtrum, we 

Hie, ubi vir non . ut fr f erin 85 ſex 
18 po 

Jon, Baſſa, 1 had all along taken ma 

* you for a virtuous perſon; but, O infa- cul 
% mous!. you played the whore-maſter, rat 
te and had the impudence to act the part cr 
e of a man with your own ſex, and make pe 


«« yourſelf paſs for one; a prodigy worthy 


* the Theban ae is that adultery 50 
| 4 | | « he 
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« be committed without the intervention | 
cc «of a man!“ 


Some years ago a girl of this fort was 
confined at Paris, becauſe ſhe went about 
in men's cloaths, and was diſcharged out 
of priſon, on condition of going dreſſed like 
2 woman, which ſhe did with" much re- 
gret. Theſe ſort of women are pretty rare 
in Europe, but were formerly very com- 
mon in Egypt; and when they were to 
be married, care was taken to cut the cli- 


toris, to prevent its being troubleſome to 
the huſband. Aetius and Paulus Ægineta 


give the method of en 51 RE 


ration, 


The perfect hermaphrodite, according The per- 
to the relation of certain authors, is where — 
we find the parts of generation of both dite. 
ſexes, with both the active and paſſiye 
power. Albertus ſays that there are her- 
maphrodites who are both incubi and ſuc- 

cubi in coition, and yet incapable of gene- 

rating or conceiving: wherefore nice and 
ſcrupulous authors conſider theſe as im- 


perfect 2 


7 hey 
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* 
cri! 


The true They would have the parts of both 


- — woalk ſexes, each in particular, to have the ge- 2 
— mY nuine character which conſtitutes their eſ- cies 
dite. fence: for if there are ſome which are len, 
faulty, through a vice of action or propor- 4 

tion, they accordingly claſs the ſubject thor 

with the male or female hermaphrodites. ther 

The diſpoſition of the exterior parts 2 

ſeems to be of no importance to their fa- = 
culties, and changes-nothing in the ſpecies,” WM (cr 

It has been obſerved, that in ſome the trut 
parts are placed contiguous to each other; 41 

ſee plate II. fig. 1 and 3. Others there and 

* are, in which they are placed one above ans 

the other; ſometimes thoſe of the man Ga 


have the firſt place; ſometimes, thoſe 
of the woman predominate ; ſee plate Il, W - | 
r fig. 2. But the moſt perfect diſpoſition, 


— in my opinion, is that which makes no al- I 
teration in the natural ſituation of the parts; las 

as when the penis occupies the place of the be 
elitoris, and the two teſticles are incloſed pe 

in the lips of the vulva, as they would be by 

in the ſcrotum, if divided into two equal ve 

parts, as may be remarked in plate I, pr 

hg. wo | . G 

di 


; ; a : 

— 
| a | | | 
F „* . 
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The opinions hw at al times been di- The opi- 
vided in regard to the exiſtence of this ſpe- dad 410 
cies of hermaphrodites. Hippocrates, Ga- the exiſt- 


len, Licubantius, Paulus Zacchias, Fabri- _—_ 
cius ab Aquapendente, and ſome other au- — 
thors, knew of no ſuch ſpecies; and from 

thence it is they diſavowed them, in like 
manner as ſome philoſophers did: yet Ari- 

ſtotle, ſeveral hiſtorians, and ſome phyſical 
authors, relate inſtances of them, which 

ſeem guarded with all the characters of 
truth ; and there is, even in the Talmud, 

a law for them, compriſing ſeveral articles, 

and from which lawyers have taken their 
authorities to reſtrain theſe people. See 


Gaſpar Bauhin. 


* 


Every body knows che horror where -Iſt autho- 
with ſuperſtition had inſpired the Romans; 4 2 
againſt theſe ſort of perſons, who, by the — on 
laws of the Aruſpices, were condemned to of perfe 
be .drowned ſome years after their birth = re 
becauſe they were conſidered as monſters 
by the decree of Romulus; but in the 
time of Pliny they laid afide that unjuſt 
prejudice, as he proves by theſe words: 
Gignuntur utriuſq; ſexus quos hermaphro- 
ditas vocamus, olim androgynos vocatos, & 
in 
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in prodi giis habitos, nunc vero in deliciis. 
e There are perſons born with both ſexes, 
* whom we call hermaphrodites, formerly 
called androgyni, and deemed prodigies, 
but now had in great favour, 


Theſe ſame Romans, convinced at length 


of their error, made a law, by which thoſe 
who united in themſelves both ſexes, had 


the liberty of chuſing their ſex ; but if af. 
ter having made this choice, they came to 


be convicted of having made uſe of the 
other ſex, they were puniſhed with great 
rigour and ſeverity. . 


14 _ Another authority, which ſome people 
it 
ſeems to urge, to prove that the Romans allowed of 


Prore the true hermaphrodites i 18, that there was at 
exiſtence 


of perfe Rome the famous hermaphrodite, which 
erma- 


Phrrodites. Polycles, a ſculptor of great reputation, had 
made. There have been others found in 


marble, which are kept and conſidered as 
perfect maſter- pieces, and of ineſtimable 


value; whence they would infer, that theſe 
rare pieces were made after the life. But 
the figures of centaurs, ſatyrs, fauns, tri- 


tons, ſyrens, &c. which antiquity ſupplies 


us with, greatly weaken that proof. 


We 


1 


i d Em es us 


* p 
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We * in hiſtory of the Bars which! ITHd au- 


thority, 
were formerly exerciſed in ſome parts of . to 


the India's upon hermaphrodites, who, Prote he 


exiſtence 


from being very numerous, were employed of perfect 


herma- 
in works, to which in Europe we 850 our r phrodies 


n 
M. de Rennefort ſays, that at Surat 5 IVeh au- 
are ſtill many people of that ſpecies, who tending to 
with the dreſs of a woman are obliged to Prove che 
exiſtence 


wear the turban, to publiſh to the world of perfect 


herma- 


that they have the enen of both phradites. 
ſexes. 


Pliny, after Calliphanes, affirms, that 
among the Naſamonians and Machlyans, 
people of Africa, there was a great num- 
ber of hermaphrodites, who had mutually 
carnal knowledge of each other. 


Gaſpar Bauhin, Johannes Schenkius, 
Realdus Columbus, Martinus Schurigius, 
and ſome other phyſical authors, confirm 
their exiſtence by the enumeration * 
make of them. 

In fine, Tertullian, St. Aüguftim Kugler, Divines | 
and other divines of our "Buys have treated exiſtence 


erma- 


theſe p Phrodites. 


N 
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ttheſe matters, ſo far as they have a relation 
to good order, and the regularity of man- 

ners. | | 5. 
h But whatever be in this, a9 it is poſſibly 
tance to ON the relation of phyſicians and ſurgeons, 
phyſicians that divines and lawyers determine on the 
eons to ſpecies of the ſex to which thoſe ſhould 
Rua in Keep, to whom nature has given faculties 
what eon. ſo oppoſite, either for adminiſtering to them 
itutes the , 5355 ö 

character the ſacraments, or doing them juſtice in 
— — civil and criminal affairs: tis in theſe caſes 
that ſurgeons ought to be perfectly in- 
formed in the ſtructure and relation of 
theſe parts which conſtitute hermaphro- 
dites; and that they ought to give a good 
deal of attention to the nature of the ſecre- 
tions peculiar to theſe organs, without 
which they would be guilty of very great 
miſtakes, by forbidding thoſe parts, which 
poſſibly might be the fitteſt for generation, 
in order to allow the action or uſe of others, 
which might have the lea! 
and the leaſt faculty for that purpoſe, 


Vith au- This examen, and the judgment we 
— 2 . ſhould paſs upon it, are of ſo much the 
confirm 
the pre- 
ceding 


ones, In 


laws are very ſtrict againſt thoſe who fail 
1n 


ſt degree of force, 


greater conſequence, as the civil and canon 


n the 
of ul 
and 
confi 
there 
the i 
prove 
Paris 
herm 
made 
bid. 


It 
delit 
that 
Scot! 
qual. 
got 
Was 
judg 
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he x 
phre 
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n the oath they have been forced to take, ps to 
of uſing only the ſex they have reſerved;herme- | 
and to which they have been forced to? 
confine themſelves ; for by the violation 
thereof, they are condemned as guilty of 
the unnatural ſin of the fleſh: which is Dn 
proved by ah arret of the parliament f 
Paris of 1604, which condemned a young 
hermaphrodite to be burnt, for having 


made uſe of Une: ex he was ne on 
bid. 


— i Rr a ern — ——— —— . — 
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It was * not e obſerved with 1 fl VIIth au- 
delity the law impoſed on the people N 
that ſpecies, ſays Nicolas Venette, that the fu 8 
Scotiſh ſervant maid, who had choſen the ceding 
quality of a woman, and who afterwards ge b. 
got a -citizen's daughter with child, — of 
was buried alive by ſentence » of the per 3 
judge. Doctor Venette ſeems to contra; Phrodites. 
dict himſelf in citing this example. as 
he pretends there are no genuine herma- 
phrodites | 3 for how could this creature 
have been puniſhed like the hermaphro- 
dites, who abuſe both ſexes; if ſhe had 
not been perfectly provided with both ? Or, 
dare we preſume. to ſay, that in a country, 


"OY judges would have been wicked 
; | 8 =: enough 
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ce enough to paſs a deciſion without the au- 
thority of proofs; a thing quite incredi. 


Bunt if divines are at a loſs to decide un- 
der What kind they ſhould rank the capa- 
city of a ſubject, in whom they find the 
two. fexes, how much more muſt. they 
be ſo, when chance joins together in mar- 
riage two perfect hermaphrodites | This 
caſe is, indeed, rare, yet it happened. to- 
| wards the middle of the laſt century in the 
vitkh kingdom. of Valentia: two young perſons 
anch e were married, and very ſoon: after they 
dane n Were both in the ſtate. of pregnant wo- 
a manner men; they were Proſecuted as guilty: of co 
— 2 the moſt abominable crime; but Laurence Bl 
than, any y Matthieu, a- phyſician as prudent as know MW A 
: — — ing, who was conſulted on their ſcore, at to be 
ben the moment they were carrying to the I bus, 
phrodites. place of execution, in order to be: burnt I time 

alive, decided in their favour, the church Ii dd 
having given them the Power to be joined © Amt 
together, and to make but one body and I ſee x 
one fleſh, Here follow his words: back 


| — firmiter: W Albbes, PL hap! 
bile, in iis herwaphrodetis. now reperirt'; 5 
St internum, opinor quod liciti 


ut rod; 


T. &' 7 WY © F Þ 
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utrog; ſexu uti poterant, virtute poteſtatis 
crforum” arquifite per matrimoninnt, dum 
facti furfſent duo in carne uni ad finem nes 
turalis. profes, vel ad e emed N . | 


nentice. „„ < I 


a My opinion is, a thete is no ain 
a puniſhable by law in thefe hermaphro- 
« dites;' and as to the court of eonſcience, 
« I hold they may lawfully make uſe of 
© either {ex; in virtue of the power ac- 
4 quired! over eaeh other's body by the 
rights of marriage, being become but 
« one fleſh, for the purpoſes of genera- 
tion, and for remedying the vice of in- 
* continence.” | * | 


A fingle inſtance of this fort would tem 1x au- 
to border a little too much on the marvels uch 
lous, if nature, which can repeat at one airs 
time what ſhe has produced at another, coding. 
dd not multiply her proofs, We find in 
Ambroſe Pareus- the figure of two twitis, 
ſee plate II. fig 2. joined together by the * 
back, and ho- both had the natural n . 
of both ſexes exact and: maeht in _— 

RPE DIG: CHOICE boats! of 
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Iſidorus, on occaſion of the perfect her- 
maphrodites, ſays, Viciſſim coeundo gignunt 
E pariunt. © By mutual embraces they 
TY generate and bring forth.” W. 

But let us remove our thoughts from a 
commerce 'which appears ſo contrary to 
the purity of manners; let us allow that 
the rigour of the laws cannot too ſeverely 
_ puniſh thoſe who, after a ſolemn oath, 
ſhould bring openly ſuch a ſcandal to the 
view of the publick, which could not fail 
of being E 9 1 irritated and in- 


I wave a great .many other inſtances to 


be met with in authors, by which they 


| ſeem to prove the exiſtence of perfect her- 


maphrodites: my deſign, as I hinted, was 


not to make a compleat treatiſe on this ſub- 
ject, nor to fix or determine the judgment 
of the reader; I content myſelf only to re- 
cite ſome authorities which ſeem to eſta- 
bliſh their poſſibility; a larger work would 

poſſibly not be in the taſte of the publick; 
and the learned would not receive the 
lame 


HERMAPHRODITES. 453 
Game degree of pleaſure from it, as from 
reading the | origitial authors — — 


The impaſes bCmaphrodices are thoſe} Lager 
in whom the natural parts of both — — 
have defects, which either entirely ſuſpend, —.— 
or diminiſh their action. This laſt ſort is their tre 
the leſs rare, but alſo is that which varies 
the moſt. There have been of them, in 
whom there was not to be found even 
any the leaſt appearance of a double ſex, 
which however have paſſed for hermaphro- 
dites; ſuch was a ſodomite, Who, by the A ſolo- 
lation uf -L rallian, had conceived and dive and 
brought forth. The ſame author ſays, bring? 
that a ſoldier brought forth at the time 
that Conon commanded at Athens; be- 
cauſe the fundament ſerved as a conduit to 
the womb, juſt as the vagina does in a na- 


tural ſtate. 


1 will not inſiſt on the number of in- 
ſtances nearly of this kind, which are to be 
met with in authors, as the one or the o- 
other are not ſufficiently concluſive to eſta- 
bliſh the propoſition. The following ob- 
ſervation, cloathed with all the neceſſary 
characters, is a proof, if not cee con- 

bo Gg 3 incing, 
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vincing, at leaſt ſufficiently probable, of thy 
exiſtence of imperfect barmaphrodites. 


u e lis ces year 1525, % ſpecies of herma. 
made by phrodite, in woman's dreſs, applied to me 
Seaton account of 2 hernia ſhe faid ſhe had in 
+ fertation. the left groin. I faund without the ring 
5 a ſmall ſwelling, which appeared to me 
quite a different thing from the diſeaſe 
mſme complained af. She told me, ſhe had 
, always been ſenſible thereof, that ſome- 
times it fell down lower ; and that while 

it was reaſoending, which was the caſe 
from time to time, ſhe underwent a great 
deal of pain. I cauſed the patient to be 

laid upon a bed, in order more particularly 

to examine her caſe, I at finſt ſight per- 
doelved a fort of penis, which made me 
ſuſpect the ſwelling of the groin might 
prove a teſticle. I compared the ailing 

_ fide with the right, where I found a like 
ſwelling, but which fell doin lower; I 
diſtinctly diſcovered, by the touch, that 
"theſe two ſwellings were two teſticles; I 

was not deceived as to the form of theſe 
organs, nor on that of the epididymis, 

and the ſpermatiek veſſels. I was obliged, 

in order accurately to examine the left 
 teſtick,- to * it a —_ — ” 
cauſe 


Re en Fer ea rWn_ — bros IH YT Ep er ore — 
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that which 


mie well bored, was: e thaw N 
could not learn whether this penis was ca- 
cauſe it was ſuſceptible of no motion, or 
that modeſty taught the patient too much 


at other times, but without erection; yet 
J underſtood, notwithſtandiag theſe rea- 
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cauſe it was, as it were, ſtuck on the rin 
which never failed to happen, when nature 
was preparing for the expulſion of the men- 
dn blood. | This teſticle yas one lf 
lnaller alan that of * was dae, 


| Theſe two Feſticles are: Ban ws #5 The, co- 


Ver1 


in a ſort of purſe or ſerotumʒ theſe twouf he 
purſes repreſented well, enough che two 
great lips af the natural parts of a woman: 
the inſide of theſe. lips as ruddy, are | 
with ſebaceaus glands ſufficiently diſtin 
and moiſtened with an humidity, like wo | 
geherally dreaches theſe parts. 

See plate Li. letters E F. The penis iſ- 

ſued from the ſuperior part of theſe two 


lips 3 . removing which, the w 


inches long, and four in circumference, I 


pable of any ordinary ſenſation, either be- 


ditcreton: the. only tld tne, that at he 
time of the menſes it became larger than 


_ that it was very capable of erection, 
Gg 4 mn becauſe 
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becauſe the patient would abſolutely have 
me cut it away; by reaſon, ſaid ſhe, of 
the trouble it gave her: this trouble, in 
my opinion, could be no other than an 
by | involuntary, ſpontaneous! erection, much 
mac-ore uneaſy and embarraſſing, than plea. 
ſurable and ſatisfactory. This penis had 
| 2 the figure of that of a man, and appeared 
ſuture is conſiſting of two cavernous bodies, an ure- 
thra, and a glans; it was covered with a 
ſkin of the ſame colour with that which 
covered the other parts of the body; that 
5 ſkin was plaited on the corona of the glans, 
| ſtretched and extended itſelf in order to 
re- cover it according to its diſpoſition : the 
portion of the ſkin, which covered the 
under part of the penis, was ruddy, ex- 
tremely ſmooth, and interſperſed with ſo- 

: þaceous en widely made it n 


The glans The glans was well 3 rt po- 
— 8 to the reſt of the penis; it was 

tium. not perforated at its extremity, but there 5 
we obſerved a ſmall depreſſion, which ex- of 
tended along the length of the under part re. 
of the penis to its root, and terminated at th 
the ſuperior edge of the canal of the urine: lir 
this depreſſion, which had the figure of MW ſe 
the ladenture © of a probe, appeared incon- 


te ſtably 


| 
| 
| 
1 
N 
| 
| 
| 
| 
|; 
| 


canal, which, being unperforated, obliged 


ture bag! formed he it. ire 2 00 S 


C of plate III. 3 Was no appearahoe 
of wennn 5 2 f f SH, \F-. SOE7 'T 2 71 12 rbk + - 


1 have ſpoken, were. very, diſtinctly felt the bodies nous 


ofa Pulis. 


of the canal of the urine, was formed the union of 
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teſtably to be the urethra of the penis ſunk 
or depreſſed ; for, when the patient made 
water, the depreſſion became filled up and 
ſwelled; which gave reaſon o believe, 
that the urine had free acceſs into this 


the fluid to. return by the ih A na- 


3 1, Ss % 


LL. 15H At 28 Fat 1121 J N 3 7 
| Thia'canl 2 a — Urinary 
tirely like to the urinary meatus in women; OR 
it was ſituated in the ſame part it is in the 


ſex, and had the figure thereof; ſee letter 


— 2 * 


10 


MY Loot gt 


"os both fides of this CR which Chivers 


cavernous bodies; they. ſeemed to termi- 
nate at the en e part: at the 


Immediately * SPE: inferior bo . The 25 
re- union of the two ſeparated portions of — 
the purſes or ſerota, which formed the 
lips: this re- union, or commiſſure, re- 
ſembled, imperfectly enough, what French 

CP an Cots ob _ 
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; anthers call: 'the. OR From this 
bee dee — which 5 ang 
Sim Ab, which funk under the finger, 
nel Gomes +6 erter into a kind f cavity; 

none ef that ſeam, which is called the 

rapbe, was remarked therein, but on it 
was obſerved much hair, as indeed on all 


4 3 ; * 8 #4 we 
| F n 4 | —— e 
o | 2 | ; 
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Appear: owes: preſſod with the fin 
3 indicate that of the vagina; whieh having 
no orifice, ſuffered not the menſtrual blood 


to run off freely: it was obliged to paſs 
every month through the ans, by taking 


the rot of an a 


the nien to the rectum. 


1 
F- n blood, by the way nature had paved 
o for it, there was a tumour: formed in the 


te, perineum, which encreaſed gradually, and 


in three or __e 92 97 became of the bigneſs 


of 


2 Foarchette is the inferior — of the lips of the 
vulva; it ſeems we have 1 no term in 8 for 1 it. 


isd by a portion of lat and 


a : 1 td 1 | | e 5 1 8 1 4 
The cavity, into which the ſkin ſunk, 
ger, ſeemed to 


perture or canal of com- 
munication, which probably reached from 


| Bone days bedbre che iſſuing of the men- 
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of a hen's £885 at the end of that time, 
the blood began to flow by the anus, with» En. Evac — 
out obſerving there any ſwelling either in- — by. 
ternally or externally ; which gave.room e 
to think that this blood Was amaſſed by + 
overflowing into the cavity where it Ws 
retained, till there had heen a large enough 
quantity thereof, to be able to gain the 
which from that receptacle went into the 
rectum; when once it had begun to flow, 
it continued diſcharging for three or four 
days. It Was further obſerved, that the 
Kin Whieh cleſed up the vagina, and 
which formed a bunch or ſwelling, when 
the ed Was er wn Ton” * 
colour, Ts | 


"eng Was 8 FOR of Fe parts Wee” I 
ſaw the patient for the firſt time; Meſſ. 
Malaval and Puzos examined her at the 
fame time with me. Theſe gentlemen - 
ſuſpended their judgment, and would not 
determine under what ſpecies to rank her, 
without having previouſly made a parti- 
cular examen of the kind of periodical 
flux, which - ſhe called her courſes. 1 
know net whether theſe gentlemen have 
fince 
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ſince been —— E e more 


8 K exaQiy..: my 2 N 
| {1 1502 8 1 n 58 EIS) 2498 
Age. c- T nee Was thee ain un 


r wy was five foot five inches high, had 


rae of che corpulence of a thin effeminate man, 


pati- 


Be oy 1 had little beard; her complexion was tan- 
= ned or ſwarthy, the ſkin of her body dingy 
of the or brown, her voice hearſe and manniſh, 


ſe her breaſt flat; her arms dry and muſeu- | 


lous, the hands large, the fingers long and 
ſtrong, the belly flat, the haunches large, 
the pubis raiſed mueh, the buttocks, the 
-thighs and legs round, the feet ſmall ; fo 
that ſhe might be taken for a man from 
the head to the waiſt downwards; but for 
ad woman too, from the waiſt down to the 
feet, bating the parts of generation. She 


employed herſelf 1 in women's eee 
e or! ee eee 3 
The © As This hei Pbredhe was es 


1 — valetudinary, and complained much more 


chis her- of Her bad ſtate of health during the time 


7 — * her that the menſtrual flux was in a diſpoſition 


= to appear, and then was ſubje& to conſi- 
tion. derable tenfions of the. belly, to violent 


ef v4 4 £7 


ings, to continual vertigo s, and frequent 
WE  ſyncope's. 
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Fyncope's. I imagined that all theſe ſymp· 


toms, to which ſhe was ſubject from the 
age of puberty, and which had bre 


her in danger of ſinking under — | 
proceeded from the menſtrual blood not 
having liberty enough to evacuate; and 


that neceſſarily a more eaſy way muſt be 


paved for it, by opening the ſkin which 


cloſed up the vagina, and by maintaining 
in that part a ſuitable a 
the moſt celebrated ſurgeons were of my 
opinion; but as we agreed to perform that 


operation at a time the tumour of the pe- 


rineum ſhould” appear, the patient went 
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away home ſome miles from Paris, and | 


was five or fix months gone. She told 


me, on her return, that being almoſt 


brought to the point of death at the times 
ſne had had her courſes upon her; and as 
the time of having them drew near, ſhe 
thought herſelf obliged to come, previous 
to her ſuffering what ſhe then apprehend- 
ed; yet I thought it proper to make my 
remarks before' undertaking the operation, 
On the morrow after her arrival, ſhe com- 
plained of colick pains, fell into ſwooning 


fits and faintings, could not eat for all that 


. b ber E was raiſed, frequent, and 
_ _ unequal. 
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unequal, I ſeveral times touched the pe- 
rineum the firſt day, without ge 
therein any thing more than ordinary; the 
 ſerond day I began to perceive a ſmall 
 forelling; but the third it became of the 
digneſs af a hen's egg, without changing 
the colour of the ſlein; the tumour dimi- 
niſbed conſiderably when the patient was 
 abed;; M. de la Brunnerie, and my fa- 
ther, made the very ſame obſervations, 
At length, on the cloſt of the fourth day, 
we ſaw the blood iſſuing out at the funda- 
Diſcharge ment in a very ſmall quantity, of a colom 
nmenſes. rather ſerous than ſanguine; it continued 
flowing, but in a larger quantity for fire 
days, of the ordinary colour. On the ſixth 
day the evacuation diminiſhed; and was | 
quite dried up on the: ſeventh. During 
all the time of the courſes, we informell 
ourſelves of the, ſtate of the fundament; 
 Whete we found not the leaſt appearance 
of. hemorrhoids. ' The moſt favourable 
time for the operation, had 
been a month aſter, when the tumour was 
to re- appear; but the patient could only 
ſtay fifteen. or twenty, days at Paris: I was 
then obliged to avail myſelf of that time 
of necefir, Le togpitier dran de la 


I Brunnerie, 
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0 Brunnetie;. Carcre, Guerin: the elder, CY 

and, de Garengeot, Foubert, _ - 

e Galin, and my father Alb mee af opinion ll 
(latter having heard my-expalal, anck c | 

n mined the: parts) that I. Hd e Il 
8 wann, ee 2816-1 i | 
. J il 
0 I net the aten deci on cho" l 
i of a bed, her legs being: ſupportod on the — ok | | 
Q knees of two of the conſultants, who holder 3 | 
„ ber thighs aſunder. I. pinched the flein, ed. "Wi 


which: covered the vagina, tranſverſely; 
with the thumb and forefinger of my leſt- 


hand; Mr. Guerin laid: hold alſo with his 
eee fame fold, on the ſida oppo 
ſite to that which I held; L afterwands 
cut. that ſkin with a ſtrait biſtocy;, by» de» 

ſcribing a line perpendicular to the: anus 
at ona ſtroke I came to a ſort of cellulas 
texture; which: I took Rold on with a hbek, 
and which J afterwards.cut: with: a pair af 
e Which progured-me- the diviſion 
of the cellular texture ; ĩt entered wathout 

my reſiſtunce into a voich or empty ſpate; = 
which: was:confidered: hy thaſe of thercon 
faltants,. who: put their fingen into it, at 
the cavity of the vagina. This) cavity 
lcemed to un to. han tn cr * 
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I filled it with ſeveral taps of lint, tied 
with thread. On the following day I ſubs 
ſtiituted, for the taps of lint, a tent of 3 
inches long, and one in diameter: On the 
fixth day of the operation, Mr. Verdier 
= and I felt, at the end of the finger, an 
The a: eminence at the bottom of the vagina, | 
 ringuiſhed which appeared to us to be the orifice of MW be 
. the part of the matrix which enters into F 
the vagina. From the ſixth day after the 
operation, the patient was not dreſſed for 
twenty-five days that ſhe. ſtayed at Paris, 
but with a very large tent made of ꝑrepa- 
red ſpunge, which was never charged with 
purulent matter but at the parts, which 
anſwered to the aperture of the ſkin, whoſos W thu 
edges ſuppurated a very long time. I gave me 
pieces of prepared ſpunge to the patient to W whi 
| uſe herſelf. Some days after getting home, othe 
the blood of the courſes came out at the fam 
aperture which I had made for it, without I dere 
à ſingle drop paſſing by the fundament; 
| ſhe had alſo none of the ſymptoms, to 
which ſhe had been formerly: ſubject, only con 
| for five or ſix hours before the flux, ſhe IN and 
| —_— had colick pains like thoſe ſhe had always I cout 
had upon her. The evacuatioh laſted only I the 
| 1 a 3 during: which time the patient I way 
27% : . . diſcon- ” 


- 
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= x diſcqntiued-ihe ade of Me fpenge, 28 1 | 

bad directed her, and cbntinded it after- 

: wards. e werks after, tlie blood re- 
appeared ſtill by the ſame part, and flowed 

for three or four da ys, The patient imagi- 
ned then de ght be e without the ſpunge 
The fiſthlous Hifiec, that is to fay, che 5 Init | 
apertursWhichy 1 bad n x48, appeared tio 
be eloſe@'up f. Jet it opened oft the ird 
month 5 Paſſage te 6 the Blood, when 

it was about be re appear. T8 A pRnlla 

ſtill for ewe montlis longer; but on the fixth 

month che plgod refüffed its courſe by the 

fundament; and all the Hiniptstns, to which 

the Patient Had been ſußect before tine 

operation, -rectirred 50 Her affeſh; "a * 

thus ſüfferedl filently, wittibut 5 $ 

me for eight ot ten a l it the end- 0 

which tire fhe confulted Hie: 1 had ho 

other means tb propoſe” to her than the 

fame'6peritibn?; but 25 reafohs Hin- 

dered the ſubmitting to it. ee 


We ſee by this ; BEHR 10 what | 8 2 1 
—— the reſourtes of ſürgery ate! . 
and that if nature departs from der al oy 
courſe, and forgets herſelf, ſhe may, By 8 > 
the aids of this aft, be Fedtefled, and new an 
ways, capable of putting her in the ſtate 
13.4 e Hh = - 


466 A DisszxrAr ION. on 


of perfection ſhe ought to have, be paved 
out for her, provided the patients — 
diſcretion enough to aſſiſt themſelves, and 


ſecond the e s care. 


The dem The patient died in 1740; I was * 


> | prized of the day of her death; I commu- 


* ; 44 nicated it to the academy of ſurgery. The 
| body. academy named M. Verdier and Foubert 
| to make their report. M. Verdier, on 
whom I deferred the honour of opening 
the body, carried home with him all the 
1 parts, in order to make a particular diſſec- 
tion of them in preſence of M. Foubert, 
myſelf, and ſome other curious perſons, 

who went along with us to the defunct's. 
M. Verdier made ſeveral appointments, 
but kept none of them, through an affec- 
tation but little decent. What were his 
reaſons to behave in this manner, and to 
have made no report to the academy, are 

things quite unknown to me. 


2 At now remains to make a veneral exa- 
Il-con- 


formed, men of a ſpecies of ſubſects, to which it is 
to which not poſſible to give any character of her- 


we cannot 


| give the maphrodite, and even ſometimes. pretty 
— 4 a difficult to d their ſex. 


phrodites. : 
There 


eee, 107 


There are n in ben we cannot 
eaſily diſtinguiſh ' whether what appears | 
prominent or ſticking out, be the penis or 
the clitoris, the part which appears to repre- 
ſent either, being the moſt fantaſtical and 
varions that can be, more or leſs long or 
large, of an irregular, round, ſquare, flat, 
ſpiral, unequal, or uneven figure, ſuſceptible 
of any voluptuous or pleaſurable ſenſation, 
of inflation, erection, or quite inſenſible of 
all. There are of them who have a ſort 
of glands, which we would be apt to take 

for teſticles, did we not more narrowly 
„attend to them: others have genuine teſti- 
. cles, but placed differently than in the na- 
„ dural ſtate; as the ſubject of which Reald. 

Columbus ſpeaks, who had them in the 
perineum : and there has been ſeen in 
London, not long ago, a man . had 
them in the ſame plae. 


SP Wi _ N 


In ſome ſubjects we 1 not whe-IId obſer- 


ther there be any vagina or no, unleſs The v C 

chance make the diſcovery: for us. Marti- — un- 

aus Schurigius relates the hiſtory of a youngis + a] 

woman, who arrived to a very advanced ©covered 
y chance 

age, without every knowing whether ſhe 

= any vagina or. no. | She had occaſion 


ers ; — Wha b to 


7 
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to take a glyſter, but as no one could ad. 
miniſter it, her ſurgeon undertook 
taſk : he was ſurprized- to find the Aas 
tion come out in proportion as the ſyringe 

voicded it; he drew back the pipe, and in- 

troduced his fangen into the fundament; 
and then he perceived that the canal, by 
whüch the excrements were diſcharged, 
was larger than commonly the fundament 
is, went alſo to the matrix, ger UA 
he touched nee . 


| oy 6 WE 
II1d ob- This ee . 40 * what 
— agg Palfyn relates after Zaborella, proſeſſur of 
erements phyſick, who had a ſervant:maid, whoſe 


and urine 


ſometimes urine and excrements came out by the va- 
ar che Sina This fact is related as a natural ac- 
vagina. cident, having nothing in common with 

the ſame accidents which happen to cer- 


and the rectum, are tore in hard labour. 


The urine There are allb people ill-conformed, 


diſcharg- who though they have canals which ſeem 


ed byway* proper for conveying the urine out of 


quite ex- 


 traordi- the bladder, yet they diſcharge it by other 


_ peculiar paſſages ;. ſuch was that herma- 
phrodite of Columbus, eee 


urine abe the os N 
| Ne ature, 


re, 


the ſuperior pa ns ar of penis ill-formed, 
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Nature, in ſome ſybjeds, forins to hes IVth ob- 
ſervation. 


ſelf pecuſ jar routs for the evacuation of The 
the e urſes, as was remarked in the per- 2 - 
ſon of a monk, who died at the Hotel- —_ dif- 
Dieu of Paris in 1726. M. Boudou, head. dy 


ſur eon of that ofoital, opened the body jar liar out- 


of this, religious. The exterior parts con- 
fiſted in a chink of no great depth, ruddy 
within, like the part of a woman; the 
two edges of that chink repreſented, im- 
perfeckly enough, the two lips of the vulva. 
In one of theſe two lips there was a teſti- 
cle, in the other none : from the ſpace be- 
tween theſe two lips ſued forth, towards 
unperforated. e urine had been al- 
ways determined through an orifice . 
ted under the penis, at its root, in the 


part Where i is the meatus urinarius of wo- 
men. There was no appearance of a Va» 


gina externally. After this examen, he 


opened the belly; he found that the ſper- 


matick Veſſels obſeryed nearly the fame 


WO ME? $ 


theſe veſſels; as were of the kde of the 
teſticle, went to empty themſelves into that 


organ ; inſtead of the bladder of that nde, 
in the ordinary ſituation, there was a ſe- 


H h 3 minal 
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y pecu- 
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minal veſicle; the ſpermatick veſſels of 
the oppoſite - fide proceeded to loſe them. 
ſelves between the bladder and rectum in 

a ſmall body, which, as far as Mr. Bou- 
dou imagined, was a matrix, which, for 
want of uſe, was become . 
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This religious had an ulcer in one of 
his legs, from whence periodically flowed, 
every month, a fanious ſerofity, which 
made Mr. Boudou conjecture, that the 


diſcharge, which was made by that ulcer, 


ſupplied the _ of the menſes. | 


There are in this oblerativn ſome ae 
peculiarities, in which I am not enough 


inſtructed; they would come much better 


from the bands of Mr. Boudou himſelf. 


Veb ob. It is not only in our days, that ſuch 
A monk. fort of people are to be met with in cloi- 
herma- fters : Gaſpar Bauhin relates, that in the 
phrodite 


delivered year 1 478, in the reign of Louis XI. there 
of a * 


ſexes; he came to be in the condition of 
a pregnant woman, and was delivered of 
a a child at the uſual term. 


Mas, 


was a monk hermaphrodite at Iſſoire in 
Auvergne, who had the advantage of both 
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| Mas, mulier, monachus, mundi mirabile z 
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An accurate deſcription of the parts 
would have given us more ſatisfaction than 
all the fine gingle of words in this verſe. 

- WH The place alſo we aſſign to this hiſtory, 
ſcreens us from the reproach that might 

| be thrown out upon us, did we put it to 

| che rank of perfect ee 5 


| Theſe ſorts of ſubjects, il. conſtructed, 
do often impoſe on the people of the art, 
the moſt ſkilled in the ſtructure of the 
parts; and thus it is nowiſe ſurprizing, to 
find midwives embarraſſed, who have of- 
ten taken males for females, and females 
for males; becauſe that in theſe the cli- 
toris is ſometimes longer than in the na- 
tural ſtate; and in thoſe, the penis is ex- - 
tremely ſhort, and the ſcrotum, folded up 


in two, appears as if divided by a flit: f 
this we find inſtances in Riolanus, and De 


Graaf; my practice has furniſhed me with 
one; as follows. „ 


V lch ob- 
| ſervation. 


M. Perrat, MOTTO to this: queen, ;> 1 girl 


en for 


was conſulted for a child of ſix years old, a LES 
H h 4. whas ſix year 
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who paſſed for a girl, on a hernia he was 


ſuppoſed to have; he devolved on me the 


deciſion and the care: I found that the 


| pretended hernia was a teſticle, which 
gave me the 'cutiofity particularly to exa- 
mine the ſcrotum and penis: the {orotum 
was exactly divided by a lit, like to that 
of the vulva; this flit was ruddy within, 
and very moiſt; the penis was extremely 
ſhort, and ſcarce came out of the ſlit; 
the teſticle, Which was taken for a hernia, 
had begun to come out of the belly but 
lately, and that of the other fide had not 
yet appeared. 


We a double — 


VIIth 7% 
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African, 


who pap. to paſs current with perſons prepared by 
ſed for an prejudices,, Dr. Douglaſs diſabuſed the 


i. publick, by. the deſctiption he gave'of the 
| natural parts of a female African, who ten 
years ago paſſed in Londom for an her- 
maphrodite: he cauſed to engrave the 
plate, which Mr. Cheſelden has publithed 


in his anatomy, and Dr. Parſons in his cri- 


ws r into Hermaphradines, This 


African 


J aequainted the parents 
with their miſtake of the ſex, which n 


We ee meet 1 W Ma- 
A female tions {till more vitiated, which are made 
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African had all the proportions of body, the 
tone of voice, and the ways of a Woman. 
Two peculiarities only in her parts of gene- 
ration, were ſufficient to impoſe on the ſim- 
ple, namely, the clitoris and the lips of 
the vulva. The clitoris, - as may be ſeen 


the original, is indeed larger and longer 
than in the natural ſtate, but has nothing 
to characteriſe the penis; the right lip, 
exceſſively large, compared-with the other, 


is, with probability, ſuppeſed by Dr. Dou- 
glaſs to include a hernia of the ovaries (it 


might alſo be an epiplocele) which impo- 
ſed on thoſe who conſidered it as a teſticle. 


The marking down the urethra, which 1 
ſuppole to be between the nymphæ, has 


eſcaped the accuracy of Dr. Douglaſs. Dr. 
Parſons's work contains ſeveral iinſtances 
of this ſort, which he has drawn from 
authors; they all tend to his deſign, name- 
ly, the proving the opinion he is in, that 


there is ho hermaphrodite among men; 


that no nee. nature can TR hs in 
human n. 


| Nothing i is more common, thin to heat 


mention made _ theſe ſorts of perſons as 


her- | 
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hermaphrodites; and the publick would 
for ever be under the illuſion, if perſons 
of wiſdom did not endeavour to diſabuſe 


SED + M. Faudacque, ſurgeon at Namur, ſays, 
tion. in an obſervation which he has communi. 


A child cated to the academy of ſurgery at Paris, 


ill- con- 


| Gor. that he has ſeen, at three leagues diſtance 


ſed for an from Givet, a child of eight months old, 


— 3 A who paſſed for an hermaphrodite. The 


Penis was unperforated both at the glans 
and preputium ; he made water by an 
orifice greatly dilated, like a ſort of vulva, 
ſituated immediately under the ſcrotum. 
As to the reſt, the penis was, ſays M. 
Faudacque, disfigured and monſtrous, re- 
ſembled a ſmall ſnail, was fo curled and 
bent, that the extremity of the glans, co- 
vered with the preputium, touched the 
poſterior part of the root of the penis. All 
the part, which anſwered to the place 
where naturally is the canal of the ure- 
_ thra, appeared to be ligamentous, and fo 
ſhort, as to bridle in and bend the penis 
in the manner I have deſcribed. When 
Mr. Faudacque ſaw the child for the firſt 
time, the teſticles were not yet come 


down 
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down into the ſcrotum, but ſince * has 
obſerved W ons: | { 


Mr, Mertru, ſurgeon at Paris, has pubs gan ob ob- 
liſhed in the Mercure de France for the on no. 
month of February of this year 1750, thig Ber Bo oy 
' I deſcription of the parts of the body of cine hav: 
| named Michel-Anne Drouart, aged about die. — 
2 St, Marceau. The ſtate of this young 
man, to whom M. Mertru aſcribes the 
character of hermaphrodite, leaves no doubt 
of the ſpecies of his ſex, ſince he is in 
London, where he arrived four or five 
months ago. The difficulty of finding 
the cauſe of the ſudden change of his 
ſtate, will juſtify my filence. His coun- 
tenance, his voice, bi corpulence, the pro- 
portion of his limbs, denote very diſtinctly 
the male kind. He is a lad, who, for his 
age, is well built, but ill-formed in the 
parts of generation of a man, which are 
the only ones he has. Nature, indeed, 
ſeems to have forgot herſt f in the con- 
formation of the penis; for tho of the 
natural bulk, ſize, and figure, yet it is 
anperforated and bent n being 
forced 


AID 6 6s: 


ſkin, which extends from its tot to the 


frenum: but as nature rarely loſes on one 


hand, but ſhe gains on the other, ſhe has 


Same fax: betfelf a wn am the root af the 


| | | penis for, the discharge af the urine and 


other ) cxeretions.) We may compare this 
apertufe to the meatus urinarius in women 


if there is any' difference, it is only in the 


forms a ſort. of exereſcace, compoſted of a 
ſimple. fold of the ſkin, which is of a ſe- 
milunar figure; this fold forms a cavity 


extremity of the finger to lodge in it; 


ence of tlic moatus urinarius, and has the 
figure of a funnel. On removing the two 


fides of this excreſcence, we obſerve in the 
inferior part a very delicate folding, but in 


which we found nothing to characterize 
the fourebetir; this part forms, in young 
Women eſpecially, who have had no chil- 


dren, a perfect creſcent, and "raiſed much, 


which does not appear in this ſubject. At 


the bottom of the fort of funnel I menti- 
oned, I And a ſmall nipple (as Mr. Mertru 


1 „ remarks) 


exterior figure of this orifice, in that it 


not 


4 
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remarks) but to us it aer e 
| ther vice of conformation : it is 
over-againſt the urethra, und makes the >, 
of urine ford Tha aner ef de eg 1 2 
cles, in the: v divided portions 0 e 
cſcrotum, holds ſtill to this day; but then 
exiſtence is for that not the leſs certain, 
finge the ſuhject has evacuations of ſemi- 
anal matter, of the ſatne oonſiſtenoe and! 
colour with that uf a man of his age, in 
conſequence of the atections, Which, hy. 

his own confeſfon, procure him the enjoy- 
ment of tha ſen. Fhe want of teſticles in 
the ſerotuin, is a defect aommon to à good 
many men, which binders not their hay— 
ing a great deal of vigbur i on the o. 
trary, they are much mort Able for gele- 
ration, on acronmt off th hedt in / w, 
theſe. organ art keptꝰ . Nluve du this ſuljet 
a memar beth 2 and dati, which". 
I pur paſe td publiſh: ſoon: Hs tothe menſesʒ 
they have nat hitherto appeated, and no- 
thing can make me 1 tlley ever can. 7 


We 10 then by: this report, that + 
lis 11 ln n 285 in OH 


9 This manner of Rong though improper, | ceaſes. 
not to 0 be. underſtood, 


iis © 42 
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in his genital parts, and incapable of ge- 

Nh ob- neration. The. memoirs. of the academy 
erva 


A ſubject of ſciences of Paris, make mention of a 
in which ſort of creature much more ſingular, and 


the menſes 


come out whoſe ſex W to me — to. deter- 
by the 2 

In figure and body, in 5 it reſemb- 

led a girl: it was baptized by the name 


Margaret. The conſtruction of the natu- 


ral parts was ſuch, that no vagina appear- 

ed; there were, however, two lips, which 
characteriſed only the part of the woman. 
From between theſe lips 5 then iſſued forth 
a pretty long penis, about eight inches in 
length, when in a ſtate of erection; it was 

well formed, but without any preputium. 


cles; the urine and ſemen iſſued out as in 
a man, through the canal of the urethra 
but what was more extraordinary, the 


menſes paſſed regularly _ month theo” a 


the ſame canal. 


Xlth ob- I conclude with the following obſerva- 
ation. 


ſerv 


An her- tion; it muſt be conſidered here as out of 
dis — 4 its place: its ſingularity might entitle it to 
cular ſort. | | 


-S 


There was, beſides, no appearance of teſti- 


HERMAPHRODITES. 
be ranked under the ſpecies of perfect her- 


maphrodites: but as the perſon, who is 
the ſubject thereof, never had any chil- 
dren, and as there is no proof it ever begot _ 


any, this might be made a handle of to 


charge us with being inclined to decide 
too lightly, The readers therefore will be 


left at liberty to give to this ſubject what 


character they ſhall bo ge 0 ſuit beſt to it. 


The obſervation 1 is owing to M. Gallay, 
ſurgeon of Gargenville near Mantes in Nor- 


mandy, who has ſubmitted it to the judg- 


ment of the h of 77 of Paris. 


"oh the 27 "th of March 1 740, 2 
ſays he, at a village of Iſſou near Mantes, 
learned they were to bury, that very day, 
a woman who had paſſed for an herma- 
phrodite ; I arrived at the moment they 
were about to convey the body into the 
earth, I begged of the huſband to allow 
me to examine her, which he granted, on 
condition I ſhould not open her. The na- 


tural parts appeared to me to conſiſt of the 
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lips, the nymphæ, &c. At the ſuperior 


angle of the great chink, where the clitoris 
ſhould 
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penis, the glans wys propertiopal, and co- 
vered in part Wirk its preputium. Wag as 
perfectly crouned as thęt of a mans at the 


extremity, of this, glans, there was an ori- 


fice, into which 1, igtraduced 2, probe, 


which entered quitę into the bladder, from 


Which ifſued qut the little urine it con- 
tained. This penis was three inches fix 


lines in length, and three inches four lines 
in gi reutpference, The urine had no other 
outlet than by this canal. * di ſcovered 
no teſticles, the great, lips were the parts 
which” ould aturally contain them; the 
vagina was placed, as uſual, at the 6s. 


rior part of the vulva ; thither I introduced 
my fingers; with: their extremities I felt 


the orifice of the matrix, whoſe edges were 
hard, and, as it were; cartilaginous.” The 


huſband withdrew for a moment; I im- 
proved this time of abſence in opening the 
belly, in hopes of finding there the teſti- 
cles;. my expectation proved vain, I found 


notbing that had any relation on to theſe 
parts; the ovaries, the tubæ fallopianæ, 


the womb, were ſeirrhous. The return 


of the huſband prevented the carrying any 


farther my" —— There is room to 


belt eve, 


4 
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believe, that the penis conſiſted of all 
the parts neceſſary to its actions,  fince 
the huſband aſſured me, that it was of- 
ten in a ſtate of erden, I could not 
learn, whether 1 in that ſtate it had ever 
diſcharged | any ſort of ſeminal matter. 
As to the reſt, this woman bad had © 
her courſes. in her youth, never had 
had any children 3 her face was thick 
ſet with a beard, the tone of her voice | 
was manniſh, 


„ e * 
Sg _ 


I here give, by way * N to Xtth ob. 
theſe obſervations, the hiſtory of two her- . e 
maphrodites, which are ſaid to be of the maphro- 
perfect kind. The one was a young lady amal 
of condition, the other a Religious of the — 
order of St. Francis, who had the direc- 
tion of the young lady s conſcience. Luſt 
and the devil put it into the heart of the 
monk, to Join with his penance a com- 
merce very different from that which his 
— + allowed of; but he paid dearly 
for his incontinence, for after a proper pe- 
riod he brought forth a girl, which coſt 
him his life, through the hard labour he 


underwent, | | 
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| The 1 3 was {== of this copu- 
[[VAtion in a town of Italy, where the ſcene 
of the action lay, is now actually living 
1 . at Paris. She has given the hiſtory of > 
1 father and mother; and the manuſcript, 
which ſhe purpoſes to publiſh forthwith 

is in the hands of a perſon of my ac- 

quaintance. The publick will then judge 


ſhould occupy. 


Corrigenda. In Page 450, Line 17, YR + Phyſician read 
en ; in p. r 1. after r 8, for . I ; 
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At the Publiſher $ of this, may he: had the Fg 


" TURES; in which he points out the Reme- 
dies proper for theſe Diſorders, and his Rules 

- for the Uſe of the Bandages invented by him 
much more ſure and lighter, as alſo more 
commodious, than any hitherto invented. 


| themſelves to him, at his Houſe in Martlet- 
Court, Bow-Sireet, Covent- Garden. 


| "0 what place in our diſſertation this Hiſtory 


- thor? s Diſſertation on Henwg as or Rur- 


& Thoſe who have Occaſion to conſult the 
Author in any chirurgical Caſes, may addreſy 


BOOKS printed for A. MI EAR, oppoſite 


fo Cathetine-Street, in the Strand. 


1. A Diſſertation on Hernia's, or Ruptures. In 


Two Parts. I. Familiar and eaſy Inſtruc- 
tions for Perſons afflicted with thoſt Diſeaſes; by 


which they may learn to diſtinguiſn their own 


Caſes, palliate the Symptoms, and promote the 
Cure. II. Two Memoirs for the Uſe of Surge- 
ons; one concerning a Strangulation of the Inteſ- 
tines by the Hernial Sac; the other concerning the 
Adheſion of the Inteſtine in;Hernia's, To which 
a Preface, concerning the Improvements made by 
modern Surgery in the Cure of Hernia's, is pre- 
fixed; and a Dictionary of Terms of Art, uſed in 
the Diſſertation, is ſubjoined. By George Arnaud, 
Maſter of Arts and Surgery, Member of the Rayal 


Academy of Surgery at Paris, Demonſtrator in 


the School of St. Come, Surgeon for Ruptures, of 


the Hoſpitals of Noel. Piel, che Invalids, and nr 
curables, of the City of Paris, and of all the Mi- 


original MSS. under the Inſpection of the Author, 


> 
4 


real Diſeaſes. From the famous Venetian Collec- 


tion of fifty- nine Writers upon this Subject, pub- 


liſhed in Latin by the celebrated Dr. Boer baaue, 


with his Preface- and Praxis. The whole fully 
and compendiouſly tranſlated and methodized by 
J. Armſtrong, M. D. Wherein the Subſtance of 


all theſe Writers is preſerved in whatever is mate- 


rial, only by contracting Things of little moment, 
and avoiding uſeleſs Repetitions. In this Work 
are particularly ſhewn, 1. The Original and Pro- 
greſſion of ſuch Diſtempers in the ſeveral E. 


4 ne of the Hiſtery and Cure of Veue- 
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BOOKS printed for A. MILLAR. 
and Stages wherein they have appeared. 2. Pro- 
per Obſervations and Remarks; comparing, con- 
| necting, and reconciling, as much as n the 

antient Practice with the modern. 3. A faithful 

Compendium of Dr. Aftruc's New Treatiſe on the 
Vienereal Diſeaſe, whoſe Method is excellent, and 


generally regular. Made Engliſh from the Latin 
_ l publiſhed at Paris 1736. 


3. Eſays Medical and Philoſophical. Contain: 
we 1. The Periods and Criſes of Diſeaſes. 2. The 
Specifick Operations of Cathartick Medicines, 3. 
e Conſtruction and Graduation of Thermome- 

| 4. The Compariſon of Thermometers. Ff. 
The Heating and Cooling of Bodies. 6. The va- 
nous Degrees of Heat in Bodies. 7. The Ways 
of computing the different Degrees of Heat. 8. Of 
Heat of the Air. 9. The comparative Heats 
A the Sun, Earth, Planets, and Comets. 10. The 
* of Heat in Animals. 11. The preterna - 
tural Hears of Animals. 12. The Heats of Wa- 
ters, Oils, and Salts, according to their Fluidity 
and Conſiſtency. 13. The melting and ſhining 
Heats of Metals and Minerals. 14. The boiling 
Heats of liquid and melted Bodies. By-George 
Martin, M. D. Honorary Fellow of the College 
of Phyſicians at Edinburgh, and chief Phyſician to 
the Forces in the Expedition under Lord Cathcart.. 


4. Georgii Martinii, M. D. de Similibus Ani- 
| males, & Animalium Calore, Libri duo. 


3. De Ke Medica Diſſertationes Quatnr. Au- 
tore Thoma Simſon, M. D. | 


6. A Diſcourſe on the Plague; by Richard 
Mead, Fellow of the College of Phyſicians, and 
of the Royal Society; and Phyſician to his Ma- 
jeſty. The Ninth Lag 8 corrected and _—— 
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